
The Explosion of the 9th of December 1870 at Ludlow and Co. (12th Dec 
1870)

The Post report continues under the heading 11 MORE DEATHS and tells 
how many persons were admitted to the identification before a body was 
identified. Some means of identification were by buttons, belts, rings and 
boots. One girl of 16 had obtained employment without her parents consent 
and had told her father the day before the explosion, he intended to remove 
her at the end of the week.

THE CAUSE OF THE EXPLOSION...It had been generally accepted that a 
women's apron had accidentally caught fire by the stove and thus ignited the 
powder. They report, without any degree of authority, that the cause may 
have been a lunchbox that had been left on the top of the stove that 
contained a quantity of powder. If this was true it they say there would have 
been carelessness on the part of the women.

The stoves had only been fitted a few days prior to the explosion, and the 
adjacent shed recently erected. Had consideration been give to its position? 
During the last week, due to the volume of trade, there had been both a day 
shift and a night shift. A practice that was still being applied at other 
manufactories in the locality. Explaining the rules of operation in the factory 
they say that although stringent, they are completely nullified by the omission 
of fires.

SUFFERS AT THE HOSPITAL...At the time of writing 11 of the 53 had died 
from their injuries. Three women in critical condition have lost their babies, 
and another women in advanced state of pregnancy. A plea for old linen 
sheets is made as new ones would irritate the wounds.

They also print a piece from the Pall Mall Gazette under the title...IS IT 
CULPABLE HOMICIDE...Even Mr Bruce will hardly be able to resist the 
cogency of the argument which is supplied by the 17 deaths which are 
reported to have already occurred as a result of this disaster and will at last 
recognise the need for Government inspection of these factories. The 
presence of a stove in the middle of a shed where gunpowder work is carried 
out indicates that the arrangements were culpably defective. Indeed, the 
materials for what is the fashion to call an "accident" on a large scale seem to 
have been provided...a more favourable combination for a disaster could not 
well be contrived...and we may add, for Mr Bruce's information that the want 
of proper arrangements for the safety of the workforce is in many of the 
private cartridge factories of the kingdom, if not in the majority, simply 
scandalous.


