
The Explosion of the 9th of December 1870 at Ludlow and Co. (10th Dec part 
1)

The headline in the Birmingham Daily Post for the 10th of December 1870 reads...

FEARFUL EXPLOSION at Ludlow’s Ammunition Factory, Witton.....Twenty young 
Women Killed...Fifty injured.

There follows a very extensive description of events that unfortunately, due to the 
copyright of the National Archives, cannot be reproduced.

The Post goes on to report that between 12 and 1.00pm on the previous day 
several thunderous roars were heard one after another. Residents in the vicinity of 
Witton knew too well the meaning of those reverberating peals...They recollected 
the dismal record of bloody sacrifices to the Moloch who had fixed his seat of 
worship amongst them, they pressaged one more melancholy chapter to the 
already sickening list.."Another explosion at the Catridge Factory."

Flames rose from the low sheds of Ludlow and Co in Witton Lane, and in the 
calcinating heat lay corpse upon corpse of women..."for when Death surprised them 
by the explosion of the deadly material in which they worked, they were engaged in 
manufacture of cartridges for the armies of France.

Continuing under the heading RECOVERY OF BOODIES it explains that the 
explosion started in the priming shed, where about 60 women were employed; 
many attempts of rescue were made, including by men from the nearby Kynoch 
works. Relatives had to helplessly watch the funeral pyre for what may have been 
an hour, until all that was left was a heap of charred wood, and in the centre lay a 
stove. Seventeen bodies were removed with as much decency as possible and 
placed in nearby sheds, 5 were taken to the Witton Arms Public House 300 yards 
away; many were dismembered an unrecognizeable. There are gruesome accounts 
of body parts being found in the nearby field.

THE WRECK...After the fire had died out the charred remains of the sheds could be 
seen, as the snow fell, on the darkening December afternoon. From about 20 sheds 
3 were completely destroyed while the others remained in skeleton form. The Post 
regret that details can not be given of the work carried out as the Manager of the 
site would not forward any information, although the Manager spoke to Mr Kynoch 
some three hours after the event.

The questions are asked as to why stoves should be in proximity to gunpowder; 
should not cartridges, once primed, be removed; why do the hoppers remain in the 
shed following the recent explosion at Kynoch.

The sheds were guarded by Police during the night.


