
The Explosion of November 17th 1870 at Kynoch’s, 
Witton, Birmingham. (7)  

On the 7th of December the Post extensively reports the continuing adjourned Inquest into 
the deaths of 8 persons, dying at different dates, from the Explosion of the 17th of 
November.

The Coroner, Dr Birt Davies (see Note 1), said that the first step was to take evidence of 
identity, and then to the cause of death. A Juror asked the first witness who had identified 
the one remaining body of a 58 year old man, if he had spoke about the dangerous nature 
of the work. The Coroner interrupted to say that talk about the dangerous nature of the 
work would be hearsay.

Mr Baker (see Note 2), the Government’s Inspector of Factories, was told to submit his 
questions to witnesses in writing.

An 18 year old choker, who had only been in the service for two weeks and had escaped 
from the shed, told the Jury that there were about 50 persons in the shed. There were 
about 4 men and 2 women, the rest being under 20, and described the procedures in the 
shed. He added that he had accidentally left a bullet in the die several times, and pressed 
a cartridge home without an explosion occurring.

A second 15 year old choker who had escaped described how he was working when he 
saw the flash, he said he could choke nearly 2000 cartridges in an hour. The Chokers 
were paid three pence per one thousand cartridges, at at this, the witness could earn from 
15 to 17s per week. Other chokers described the explosion in a similar manner and agreed 
that there was no “larking” in the shed, and that smoking was prohibited. No women were 
employed in choking.

The Foreman of the shed had worked in ammunition manufacture for 12 years, and was 
entering the shed at the time, and had no knowledge of of the explosion. He informed the 
Coroner that a new machine had been put in the shop about an hour earlier, and that the 
flash came from the area of the new machine. However he had tested the machine to 
check that it worked in the proper manner.

The Coroner mentioned the one of the injured had said “its those giggling boys”, but the 
Foreman could not help. He informed that the boys were searched before they entered the 
shed, and that there was about 40 to 50 pounds of blank powder in the shed at the time.

The Coroner then asked if there had been any improvements made in the position of the 
hoppers since the explosion, and was told that they had been moved outside the shed, 
and that the priming would now take place in a distinct building 400 yards from the shed.

The Foreman was asked how many were employed in the shop at the time of the 
explosion. He stated that there none under 13 years of age to his knowledge, and if they 
looked younger than the age that they had given they were questioned, and if under 13 
they were discharged. The Inquiry was adjourned to the following week.


