
The Explosion of November 17th 1870 at Kynoch’s, 
Witton, Birmingham. (1)
November 18 1870...

The Birmingham Daily Post, reporting on the next day on the 18th November 
described it as the scene of another disastrous explosion, causing little 
damage to property, but serious injury to the workforce. It explained that this 
was the third explosion within six weeks, and maybe the ninth in the 5 years 
that the works had been open.

March 1869, 5 girls injured by explosion of copper cartridges.

October 6th 1870, 2 boys severely hurt.

October 28th 1870, 10 persons disabled, and destruction of shed.

The cause of the explosion was not yet known, but they say there is little 
doubt that it lies in the inefficient and unskillful handling of cartridges by 
children and young people. Apparently about 60 people, mainly girls and 
boys, were working on the production of Sneider cartridges in what was 
known as the “checking shed”. This shed was adjacent to the site of the last 
explosion.

Loose powder and open cartridges in the shed were fired, and with two loud 
explosions, alerted the neighbourhood to “another blow up in Kynochs”. The 
roof of the shed had parted at the beam and fell inward dragging down the 
two sides of the building. A large number of cartridges narrowly escaped 
explosion, as their paper cores were burnt through.

The scene at the General Hospital is described as sickening and 
heartbreaking, and one of the nurses at the hospital said that the boys and 
girls, injured from the last explosions of October the 6th and 28th, had not yet 
been able to leave. One man, who was very much burnt, and evidently 
suffering great agony, declined the attention of the surgeons until all the 
“youngsters” had been removed to the wards. 

One young woman was was not expected to live; one little girl was shot by a 
bullet and another badly burned. Twenty three persons are listed injured...



9 women of which 5 were between the ages of 12 to 14. 

14 men of which 5 were between the 12 to 14, and one poor boy who was 
only 10 years of age.

 
                                ****************************************


