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It was in the sixties that the money motive become a more important part of people's lives and I
believe we are the poorer for the change. I was at University doing a Master's Degree in Marketing
when I read something which stopped me in my tracks because it was such an alien idea. I was
already struggling with the marketing principles of selling goods whether the buyer needed them or
not and at the highest prices possible and then I read this, 'in future most relationships will be based
on pecuniary interests.' I was stunned. I actually looked up the word 'pecuniary' in case there was a 
meaning I had missed. I believed that most relationships were based on trust, mutual respect, mutual 
interest and lots of other things but money wouldn't have been on the list. I was at university to 
learn and the relationship I had with the lecturers  wasn't primarily a pecuniary relationship.

A university in the sixties was a place for exchanging knowledge not money but for some while
now it has been more concerned with balancing the books than with getting students to read them.
In England we all know that universities prefer foreign students over and above English students. I 
would have no problem if that was done on merit but unfortunately it isn't. The reason UK
 universities prefer foreign students is because they pay more. In a university which had a good Art 
Department students can no longer be selected on the basis of the quality of their work because it is 
discriminatory! Surely the  real purpose of a university is to provide high quality tuition to those 
students who can benefit from it not to make as much money as possible.
I was a tenant farmer for forty years. It was a small farm, never making more than £6,000 per year
but was valued at £1million, way out of my reach and so it was sold on the open market in 2007.  I 
would like to be able to say that the buyers valued the farm in the old-fashioned sense but they 
didn't, and used the ancient woodland and the farmland as a tip, thereby more than recouping their
purchase price.  The result was the total destruction of the farm's landscape and ancient woodlands 
which the authorities seemed powerless or unwilling to stop.

Money, which was in effect a means of exchange, has become 'the' most important factor in too 
many relationships. How we are going to start to put back into these relationships common sense,
compassion, honesty, empathy and altruism and taking out of them dishonesty, greed, self interest
and manipulation I don't know but I do know we need to find a way of getting the genie back into 
the bottle.


