
The Kingslow Estate 1928-1932

The Kingslow and Chesterton Estate in 1928 was just over 900 acres and included all the land and 
houses within this area. We think today of the Apley and Davenport Estates as being the major 
estates  in  the  parish  but  the  Kingslow  Estate  was  very  impressive.  This  is  the  story  of  two 
businessmen, one whose star was in the ascendance and the other which had already gone into a 
steep descent.
Before the 1928 sale the estate was in the hands of Richard Sidney Wilson – just.  Wilson was 
declared  bankrupt in 1922 and  this was reported as follows in the London Gazette of April 22nd 

WILSON, Richard Sidney (trading as RICHARD
WILSON & SON), Ackleton, m the .parish of
Worfield, in the county of Salop. MALTSTER.
Court—SHREWSBURY.
No. of Matter—18 of 1915.
Trustee's Name, Address and Description—Fletcher,
Charles Edward, 14, George-street, Mansion
House, London, E.'C. 4, Chartered Accountant.
Date of Certificate of Appointment—March 31,
1922

 Major Wilson had gone to serve his country in World war 1 leaving the Bank to manage his affairs, 
something which they clearly did very badly. When he returned from war he tried to recover the lost 
money from the Bank, received a sum which he considered inadequate and continued to fight until 
he was penniless. By 1928 the Bank had presumably had enough and the estate was put up for 
auction in October 1928 in the following lots.



The intention was to sell the Kingslow and Chesterton Estates as one lot, an  idea that  was probably 
wishful  thinking. All over the country big estates were being sold and  their break-up enabled many 
people to buy their first homes and  farmers to buy the farms which they had tenanted for years but 
not everyone saw the change as a good thing. Rolf Gardiner, author of the book 'England Herself' 
published in 1943 bemoans the effects of the sale in the 1920s of two Dorset estates.

The disintegration of time-proven units  of  management had disastrous effects.  The woods were 
butchered to provide a timber merchant's holiday, the fences and gates were let down. The farms  
disrupted from the estates were lopped of fields and cottages were purchased with borrowed money,  
or  ill-spared  savings,  by  small  cow-keepers  or  speculating  stock  brokers.  A  large  number  of  
cottages were bought up by distant rentiers as an 'investment'. They were perfunctorily  'done up'  
and then let at exorbitant rents.

So what happened at the Kingslow auction? We have a glimpse of what was going on through the 
eyes of Sydney Guy.  Let me introduce you to this  young man who was born in King's  Heath, 
Birmingham in 1885. Sydney Guy started work in Birmingham at an engineering company and was 
taken on as an apprentice, he then worked at Humber in Coventry and joined the Sunbeam car 
company in Wolverhampton in 1909 as works manager. Production increased dramatically and by 
1913 Guy felt  that  he had earned a pay rise. This was refused so he started his  own company 
manufacturing lorries. The First World War increased demand for vehicles and engines and Guy 
Motors prospered. After the war life was much more of a struggle partly because there was a surplus 
of  lorries  for  sale  at  very low prices  and partly because  of  the terrible  economic  situation the 
country was in. Nonetheless Guy Motors survived,making charabancs and  buses as well as lorries. 
The motor car was the smart way to travel as this photograph shows.

Out for the Day in a Charabanc



Lot 1, Kingslow Hall, failed to sell at auction and Sidney Guy was interested in buying. Guy's agent 
visits the Hall in July 1929 and gives his assessment of the  property.

To make the necessary alterations and improvements to suit your requirements a very considerable  
expenditure  would  be  required  and  when  these  had been  effected  you would  not  then  have  a  
desirable or saleable residence.....In my judgment the present buildings comprising Kingslow Hall  
are valueless. 

The agent puts a price of £1,500 on the Hall purely because of the site and advises Guy that if he 
does decide to buy the Hall he should also consider buying Lots 2,3,4, and probably 5 in addition. 
In the event Guy offers £2,000 but makes it clear that this is his final offer.

Guy comes across as a shrewd businessman and one of those speculators of whom Gardiner had 
been so scathing. No sooner had he bought Chesterton Mill Cottages and Lot 6, than he sells them 
to a William Perry of King's Heath, Birmingham.

One of the pair of cottages at Chesterton Mill was occupied by a 'service tenant.' Mr Guy asks his 
agent if he can get possession of the cottage and is told that he can do this as long as the tenant has 
not paid rent since the sale. The cruelty of  eviction without notice can only be imagined as can the 
long term effects on those concerned. The position of the service tenants  was precarious – their 
prospects were no work, no food and no shelter.

Poor old Richard Sidney Wilson, whose bankruptcy had prompted the sale of the estate gets short 
shrift from Mr Guy as well. Sydney Guy is so anxious that Mr Wilson doesn't come to live nearby 
that he puts a condition into the sale so that if Kingslow Home Farm is not sold but let and the 
tenant doesn't need the Bailiff's House, then it would be let to himself at £35 per annum. 
'Neither Major Wilson,  Miss Perks, nor any relation of theirs should be allowed to occupy the  

Kingslow Hall



Bailiff's house.'

There were winners and losers in the sale of the Kingslow and Chesterton Estates. The purchasers 
benefited from the opportunity to buy and the low property prices at the time. The losers were the 
service tenants and Major Wilson himself who had given so much to the Parish and to his country 
and yet who is now a forgotten figure. Wilson  moved to Wolverhampton, died in 1955 and is buried 
in the family grave in Worfield Lower Churchyard. Whether the Parish is richer or poorer for the 
splitting up of the estate is debatable. It is certainly interesting to imagine what the landscape would 
be like if there were three large estates within the parish– Kingslow, Apley and Davenport. But 
there is no disputing that Kingslow Hall is one of the winners in the sale. Whoever bought the estate 
certainly bought a run-down property and it is something of a miracle that it survived. Yes, the site 
is spectacular with amazing views, but the Hall itself,  cherished now by the Carver family is a 
house with presence and grandeur which looks just perfect on a perfect site.

Sheila Carver was kind enough to give me the raw material for this article and gave me an excuse  
to revisit Kingslow again. 

 


