
RAMSDEN 
 
NOTE! 
 
Information in black is considered established fact. Information in grey is likely/very likely 
but under review for further verification. 
 
The complete family of Thomas Ramsden and Mary (formerly Croft) identified so far 
would be: 
 
Walter Henry Fox  Ramsden    ch 13/08/1833 
Mary Emma   Ramsden    ch 29/11/1836 
Martha   Ramsden   Aug 1838?   – 27/05/1840 
Edward  Ramsden   1838 
Alfred   Ramsden   1841 
Eliza Ann  Ramsden   18/09/1846 
Sarah Jane  Ramsden   ch 22/06/1848 
Charles  Ramsden   1850   - 16/03/1850 
 
When Mary Emma was baptized Thomas was a hairdresser living in Yorkshire Street, 
Oldham. No date of birth is given. 
 
IGI ENTRIES AND OTHER SOURCES 
 
The 1825 Trades Directory for Manchester includes: 
 
Charles   Ramsden hairdresser   467 Oldham Road 
John    Ramsden hairdresser and perfumer 13 Swan Street 
 
The age given for Charles Ramsden (69) in the 1841 census makes his birth around 1772 
in Lancashire, so it is likely that his christening is recorded as: Charles Ramsden, son of 
Samuel Ramsden and Elizabeth christened 15/08/1773 at Cathedral, Manchester. His 
death, age 70 was on 20th March, 1843 at Market Place, Oldham of rupture of a blood 
vessel. A Samuel Ramsden married Elizabeth Whitehead 28th June, 1772 in the Cathedral, 
Manchester. 
 
Charles Ramsden married Martha Hulme 19th August 1795, Cathedral, Manchester. This 
would make Charles around 23 years of age which is quite plausible. 
 
Children of Charles Ramsden and Martha Hulme (Cathedral, Manchester –sons, and 
Unitarian Chuch Nc, Manchester – daughters) 
 
 Thomas Ramsden  13/06/1807 christened 03/08/1807 
 Sarah Ramsden 23/02/1811 christened 31/03/1811 



 Elizabeth Ramsden 23/07/1813 christened 29/08/1813 
 Charles Ramsden  21/08/1816 
 
There may have been other children.  
 
Although the baptism of Sarah Ramsden is left blank where the father’s occupation should 
be entered the baptism of Elizabeth Ramsden gives us the added detail that Charles 
Ramsden was a hairdresser of Newcross (Non conformist registers). 
 
There is a Charles Ramsden born 1816/1817, also a hairdresser, who appears in the 1841 
and 1851 census in Oldham and seems a highly probable match for Charles Ramsden, son 
of Charles and brother of Thomas. On 6th July, 1840 Charles Ramsden of full age, 
hairdresser, bachelor of Oldham below Town the son of Charles Ramsden, hairdresser 
married Hannah Crompton, spinster of full age of Oldham below Town, daughter of 
Thos. Crompton, gardener witnessed by Mary and Thomas Ramsden. (LDS film 2356187) 
 
Shirley Ashton (who I have not yet been successful in contacting) seems to have been 
researching a John Fletcher Ramsden, possibly son of Charles Ramsden of Oldham (there 
is a John F Ramsden son of Charles in the 1851 census) and a Charles Ramsden, 
hairdresser, who she indicates died in the Isle of Man (1860). In this context, the fact that 
Edward Ramsden, son of Thomas and brother of Walter Henry Fox Ramsden and Mary 
Emma Ramsden, seems to have married a young lady (Elizabeth/Lizzy) born in Castletown 
on the Isle of Man is interesting. 
 
We know details of the christenings of Walter Henry Fox Ramsden 13/08/1833 and Mary 
Emma Ramsden 29/11/1836 were at Provident Independence, Oldham, Lancashire.  
 
Deaths 
 
Death on 26/10/1820 from dropsy of Martha Ramsden aged 43 of 467 Oldham Road, 
Manchester – buried 29/10/1820 is the wife of Charles (non conformist death records – 
Salford). 
 
Death on 27/05/1840 of Martha Ramsden daughter of Thomas Ramsden, hairdresser, 
aged 1 year 10 months of fits at High Street, Oldham, Lancashire 
 
1841 Census 
 
Living Oldham Below Town (High Street) St Mary, Lancs 
 
Ramsden, Thomas  30 head  perfumer      Lancashire 
Ramsden, Mary  30 wife        Not in Lancs 
Ramsden, Walter Henry   7         Lancashire 
Ramsden, Mary Emma   4         Lancashire 



Ramsden, Edward         2         Lancashire 
Ramsden, Alfred    3 months       Lancashire 
Ramsden, Charles  69   hairdresser     Lancashire 
Logan, George   15  apprentice     Lancashire 
Woodward, Thomas  14  apprentice     Lancashire 
 
Living Oldham Below Town (High Street) St Mary, Lancs 
 
Croft, James   60 head  coachman      Lancashire 
Croft, Sarah   55 wife       Not in Lancs 
Croft, Samuel   25   attorney’s clerk     Not in Lancs 
 
Living Oldham above Town, Gravil Walks 
 
Ramsden, Charles  20 head hairdresser  Lancashire 
Ramsden, Hannah  20 wife     Lancashire 
Lord, John   13  hairdresser apprentice  Lancashire 
 
(We can see how young apprenticeships could start) 
 
Swan Street 
Kenyon, Richard  30 head hairdresser   
Kenyon, Ann*   40 
Kenyon, Sarah     5 
Kenyon, Richard 
Ramsden, Joseph*  14 
 
*John Ramsden, bachelor, hairdresser married Elizabeth Watson, spinster 31/03/1822 St Mary, Manchester 
John Ramsden, widower, hairdresser married Ann Wadsworth, spinster 09/10/1825 St Mary, Manchester – children 
Henry Thomas Ramsden 26/07/1826 and Joseph Ramsden 31/10/1827 
marriage of Richard Kenyon and Ann Ramsden 14/11/1834, Manchester, Lancs 
 
Oldham Lyceum 
 
The Manchester Times and Gazette of 9th January, 1841 reports “On Thursday evening week 
the directors of the Oldham Lyceum enjoyed a Christmas Festival in the reading room of that popular 
institution, for the purpose of mutually congratulating each other on the great good effected by the 
society, and to stimulate the body to continued efforts on behalf of the public welfare of the rising 
generation. The highly esteemed president of the institution, Horatio Nelson, , Esq. presided with 
much ability. The usual appropriate sentiments were given, illustrated by suitable speeches from 
Messrs. C.Parry, F.Milne, J.G.L. Blackburne, secretary; J.Jackson, treasurer; J.Ascroft, T.Ramsden, 
H.Radcliffe, H.Healey, J.Rowntree, &c. who commented on the advantages of the Oldham Lyceum 
as an institution for extensively diffusing useful and cheap knowledge.” 
 



The Manchester Times and Gazette of 23rd March, 1844 reports “The following members were 
elected directors for the ensuing year:- Meesrs. John Taylor, Thomas Emmett, Joseph Shaw, John Frith, 
Benjamin Clegg, Reuben Cooper, Joel Harwood, Henry Healey, E.Gilpin, John Milne, 
J.G.L.Blackburne, John Bellot, Samuel Schofield, Thomas Schofield, Henry Radcliffe, W.Byrom, 
F.Butterworth, Henry Tipping, Samuel Grindrod, Thos.Ramsden, …………..” 
 
Oldham Police Commissioners Meeting 
 
The Manchester Times and Gazette of 7th February, 1846 reports “The following gentlemen 
were elected to the general purposes committee, Messrs. J.Earnshaw, J.Atherton, E.Clegg, W.Oakes, 
J.Wrigley, R.Dickinson, R.Jackson, J.Bentley, J.Brierley, J.Schofield, J.Winterbottom, J.Street, 
J.Dransfield, T.Ramsden, W.Knott, W.Moore, W.Ingham, and T.Chapman, along with head 
constables and surveyor’s committee.” 
 
The Manchester Times and Gazette of 7th February, 1846 reports “It was unanimously 
resolved on the motion of Mr. Earnshaw, seconded by Mr.Ramsden that the proceedings of the 
health of the town committee should be confirmed.” 
 
Missing Youth 
 
The Manchester Times of 18th November, 1848 reports “Missing, a youth, named Zaccheus 
Neild, aged about 17 years. He left the shop of his master, Mr. Charles Ramsden, Bottom-o’th’-
Moor, Oldham, on Tuesday, October 31st, and was seen about two o’clock on that day, since which 
time he has not been heard of.” 
 
Births 
 
The birth of Sarah Jane Ramsden is recorded in the June Quarter of 1848 at Oldham (20 
840) and her christening on 22nd June, 1848 at Oldham. 
 
Deaths 
 
Death in the Registration District of Ashton and Oldham in the sub-district of Oldham 
Below Town in the County of Lancaster on 20th March, 1843 at Market Place, Oldham of 
Charles Ramsden, aged 70 years, Hair dresser of rupture of a blood vessel. The informant 
was Thomas Ramsden of Oldham (I think the word in between his name and residence is 
“occupier”). 
 
(death recorded at Ashton March Qtr 1843). 
 
Death on 16/03/1850 of Charles Ramsden son of Thomas Ramsden, perfumer, aged 7 
weeks at Market Place, Oldham, Lancashire 
 



Insolvency 
 
Lloyd’s Weekly Newspaper of 23rd December, 1849 lists under Insolvent Petitioners 
“T.Ramsden, Oldham, Lancashire, hairdresser”. 
 
The Great Britain Jurist of 1850 lists under insolvent debtors who have filed petitions in 
the Court of Bankruptcy and have obtained an interim order for Protection from process: 
 
Thomas Ramsden, Oldham, Lancashire, hairdresser, January 4th, 1850 at 12, County 
Court of Lancashire, at Oldham.  
 
"Whereas a petition of Thomas Ramsden, formerly of High-street in Oldham, in the county of 
Lancaster, Hairdresser, Perfumer and Toy Dealer, and for the last six years of Market-place, in 
Oldham aforesaid, Hairdresser, Perfumer and Toy Dealer, an insolvent debtor, having been filed in 
the county court of Lancashire, at Oldham, and an interim order for the protection from process 
having been given to the said Thomas Ramsden, under the provisions of the Statutes in that case 
made and provided, the said Thomas Ramsden is hereby required to appear before the said Court, on 
the 4th of January next, at twelve o'clock at noon precisely, for his first examination touching his 
debts, estate and effects, and to be further dealt with according to the provisions of the said Statutes; 
and the choice of creditors' assignees is to take place at the time so appointed. All persons indebted to 
the said Thomas Ramsden, or that have any of his effects, are not to pay or deliver same but to Mr. 
Summerscales, Clerk of the said Court, the Official Assignee of the state and effects of the said 
insolvent." 

London Gazette published Friday, December 21, 1849 

 
So we can add Toy Dealer to Hairdresser, Perfumer and (later on) Insurance Agent to his 
list of not always successful exploits. 
 
 
1851 Census 
 
Living Oldham Below Town (3 Market Place) St Mary, Lancs 
 
Ramsden, Thomas  42 head  hairdresser*      Manchester 
Ramsden, Mary  41 wife        Leeds, Yorks 
Ramsden, Walter H  17 son  surgeon’s apprentice    Oldham 
Ramsden, Mary E  14 dau  scholar         Oldham 
Ramsden, Edward  11 son  scholar         Oldham 
Ramsden, Alfred    9 son  scholar        Oldham 
Ramsden, Sarah J    3 dau     Oldham 
Croft, Sarah  widow  66 g.mother housekeeper       Leeds, Yorks 
Holland, Sarah  15  house servant       Derby 
 
*master employing one man 
 



The reference to Sarah Croft as Grandmother is probably a census error – she was almost 
certainly Thomas Ramsden’s mother in law since we know from the birth certificate of 
Eliza Ann Ramsden, daughter of Thomas Ramsden, hairdresser, and Mary Ramsden 
(formerly Croft) on 18th September, 1846 at Market Place, Oldham that Mary Ramsden, 
wife of Thomas, was Mary Croft. Presumably Eliza Ann Ramsden died as an infant (Dec 
Qtr 1847 Ashton 20 147 – not verified) since she does not appear in subsequent census 
entries. 
 
We have never located the marriage of Thomas Ramsden and Mary Croft (either in Lancashire or elsewhere). 
One possible explanation is that the family appears to have been “non-conformist” which might make such a 
marriage harder to trace. 

Walter H Ramsden was also recorded as an apprentice living at Faulkner Street, 
Manchester in the house of Robert Harle, surgeon’s assistant. Walter Henry Fox Ramsden 
went on to achieve considerable acclaim and has a drinking fountain erected in his honor. 
“Walter Henry Fox Ramsden was born in Oldham in 1833. He trained as a doctor in London and 
returned to Oldham to practice medicine. In 1864 he moved to Saddleworth having purchased the 
practice of Dr. Beckett Bradbury in Dobcross. In the following years the unselfish (and sometimes 
unpaid) medical assistance he provided to the working people of Saddleworth was widely appreciated. 
He became a prominent figure in the community and for some 25 years was Saddleworth's Medical 
Officer of Health. Although essentially a country doctor his interest in medicine led him to publish 
articles in the national medical press. Walter Ramsden died in June 1900 

The idea of erecting a memorial to Ramsden was discussed shortly after his death. A committee, 
chaired by Rev. Harry Edwards of Holy Trinity, Dobcross, was formed and decided that the memorial 
should take the form of a drinking fountain. Ramsden himself had expressed support for such an 
amenity to be installed in the district during his lifetime. After a hesitant start, a total of £190-2s- 
10d was collected from the villages of Saddleworth. The centre of Dobcross, the village in which 
Ramsden had lived, was selected as the site for the memorial. This required the removal of the large 
lamp which occupied the site. The fountain was designed for use by both human and animals. The 
Ashton District Waterworks Company agreed to supply the water free of charge. Saddleworth's first 
public monument was unveiled by Miss Brierley who declared Ramsden to be a man 'who had made 
England what she is, and Saddleworth had good reason to be proud of him.' The ceremony attracted 
the usual large crowd. The fountain was renovated in the 1970s, electric lighting replacing the 
original gas. 



 
 
W.H.F. RAMSDEN / PHYSICIAN AND SURGEON. / BORN 1833. DIED 1900. / 
ERECTED 1901 BY PUBLIC / SUBSCRIPTION TO COMMEMORATE / HIS 
DEVOTED SERVICES TO THE / PEOPLE OF SADDLEWORTH. / "Write me as one 
that / loves his fellow-men". 
 
His fourth son went on to even greater acclaim having an entry in 1935 “Whos Who” and 
having the poet laureate write a poem upon his death. 
 
Living Oldham above Town, Bottom of the Moor, St James (Mumps ward) Lancs 
 
Ramsden, Charles   34 head hair dresser  Manchester, Lancs 
Ramsden, Hannah   31 wife     Oldham, Lancs 
Ramsden, Lewis George 10 son     Oldham, Lancs 
Ramsden, Lucy     7 dau     Oldham, Lancs 
Ramsden, John F    4 son     Oldham, Lancs 
Ramsden, Mary    6 months    Oldham, Lancs 
Crompton, Sarah  18 sis in law power cotton loom weaver  Oldham, Lancs 
Chadwick, Hannah   26 servant general servant  Oldham, Lancs 
 
The Manchester Times of April 26th, 1851 reports the following death “On the 18th inst., 
aged 31 years, Hannah, wife of Mr. Charles Ramsden, hair dresser, Greenacres Moor, Oldham.” 
 



Sales by Private Contract 
 
The Manchester Times of 21st July, 1852 advertises “Oldham Baths on Sale – to be sold, a small 
and complete bath apparatus, nearly new, consisting of vapour, lounge and shower baths, replete with every 
convenience. The boiler is constructed on an improved principle, to supply both hot water and steam – Apply 
to Mr.Thos. Ramsden, Market Place Oldham.” 
 
1861 Census 
 
Living Oldham  (3 Market Place) St Mary, Lancs 
 
Ramsden, Thomas  53 head insurance agent and*      Manchester 
Ramsden, Mary  52 wife       Leeds, Yorks 
Ramsden, Mary Emma 24 dau  scholar         Oldham 
Ramsden, Sarah Jane  12 dau  scholar                 Oldham 
Croft, Sarah  widow  79 g.mother gentlewoman      Leeds, Yorks 
 
*perfumer m 
 
See note after 1851 census regarding “Grandmother” 
 
Second Insolvency 
 
Before the Judge of the County Court of Lancashire, holden at Lancaster, on Friday 18th 
day of October, 1861, at Ten o’Clock in the Forenoon precisely … Thomas Ramsden (sued 
as T. Ramsden), formerly of Market-place, Oldham in the county of Lancaster, Hair 
Dresser, Perfumer and Insurance Agent, and late of Rosamond-street, Chorlton-upon-
Medlock, Manchester, out of business 

The London Gazette, October 4, 1861 

 
Court of relief for insolvent debtors. The 14th day of September, 1861 Orders have been 
made, vesting in the Provisional Assignee the Estates and Effects of the following persons: 
Thomas Ramsden, late of Rosamond-street West, Chorlton-upon-Medlock, Manchester, 
Lancashire (in lodgings), out of business – In the Gaol of Lancaster. On their own 
petitions. 

 
The London Gazette, September 17, 1861 

Marriage 
 
Marriage of Mary Emma Ramsden, age 25, spinster of 24 Rosamond Street East, daughter 
of Thomas Ramsden, gentleman and William James Farrer, age 23, bachelor, compositor 
of 32 Higher Chatham Street, son of William Farrer, gentleman took place at the 
Cathedral, Manchester on 8th May, 1862. 
 



W H F Ramsden and Thomas Ramsden were both witnesses. 
 
Death 
 
Death on 12/03/1868 of Thomas Ramsden, hairdresser, aged 60 having suffered from 
apoplexy for 4 days at 26 Rose Grove, Ardwick, Lancashire. The informant (present at the 
death) was Edward Ramsden of Montague Street, Sheffield. 
 
1871 Census 
 
Living Chorlton on Medlock (40 Churchill Street) St Lukes, Manchester 
 
Ramsden, Mary  61 wi  head      Leeds, Yorks 
 
Living at 104 King Street, Oldham below Town, Lancs 
 
Farrer, William James  32 head traveller  Yks 
Farrer, Mary Emma  34 wife     Oldham, Lancs. 
Farrer, Mary Eliza    8   dau     Manchester, Lancs. 
Farrer, Ada      6   dau     Manchester, Lancs. 
Farrer, William Edward  3   son     Oldham, Lancs. 
Farrer, Helen     1   dau     Oldham, Lancs 
McLeoad, Campbell   33 boarder  architect  Scotland 
Jackson, Jane Eliza  15 servant    Marple, Derby. 
 
Living at 48 Rock Street, Brightside Bierlow, Sheffield 
 
Ramsden, Edward  31 head        Ale & Porter? Merchant Oldham, Lancs 
Ramsden, Lizzy  28 wife     Castletown Isle of Man 

 
1881 Census 
 
Living at 15A Villa Grove, Handsworth, Staffordshire 
 
Farrar, William J.   42 head traveller (cattle food) Ripon, Yks 
Farrar, Mary E.   44 wife     Oldham, Lancs. 
Farrar, Mary E.   18 dau           jeweller’s book keeper Manchester, Lancs. 
Farrar, Ada   16  dau     Manchester, Lancs.  
Farrar, William E.  13son  scholar   Oldham, Lancs. 
Farrar, Ellen (Helen)  11dau  scholar   Oldham, Lancs. 
Farrar, Thomas H.    8 son  scholar   Manchester, Lancs. 
Farrar, Charles R.    7 son  scholar   Birmingham 
Farrar, Herbert    4 son   scholar   Birmingham 
Farrar, Frank H.     3 son  scholar!  Birmingham 



Linley, Mary J.   18 unm servant/general Birmingham 
 
Living at 5 Back of Losedale Street, Wednesbury 
 
Ramsden, Edward  40 head       Traveller (cotton wastes) Oldham, Lancs 
Ramsden, Elizabeth  38 wife     Castletown, Isle of Man 

Ramsden, Fanny M    9 dau     Sheffield, Yorks 
Ramsden, Alice    6 dau     Leicester, Leics 
Ramsden, Annie    4 dau     Birmingham, Warks 
Ramsden, Dora    2 da     Birmingham, Warks 
 

1891 Census 
 
Living at 25 Gillott Road, Rotton Park, Birmingham 
 
Farrer, William  52 head commercial traveller Ripon, Yks. 
Farrer, Mary E.   54 wife     Oldham, Lancs. 
Farrer, Helen   21 dau     Oldham, Lancs. 
Farrer, Thomas H.  18 son  commercial traveller Manchester, Lancs. 
Farrer, Charles R.  17 son     apprentice to colour trade Birmingham 
Farrer, Herbert  14 son          office boy “merchants” Stechford, Warks. 
Farrer, Frank H.  13 son  school boy  Birmingham 
Farrer, Ethel M.    9 dau  schoolgirl  Birmingham 
Gopsill, Frank H.    1 grandson    Birmingham 
Jones, Ernest   25 unm    boarder - engineer’s clerk West Bromwich 
Shirley, Elizabeth  20 unm     servant/general domestic Birmingham 
 
Living at 78 Norman Street, Rotton Park 
 
Ramsden, Elizabeth  48 widow needlewoman  Castletown, Isle of Man 

Ramsden, Fanny  19 dau  domestic  Sheffield, Yorks 
Ramsden, Alice  16 dau       photographer’s assistant Leicester, Leics 
Ramsden, Annie  14 dau  warehouse girl  Birmingham, Warks 
Ramsden, Dora  12 dau     Birmingham, Warks 
 
1901 Census 
 
Living at 54 Gillott Road, Summerfield, Edgbaston, Birmingham 
 
Farrer, William J.  62 head commercial traveller Ripon, Yks. 
Farrer, Mary E.   64 wife     Oldham, Lancs. 
Farrer, Thomas H.  28 son  commercial traveller Manchester, Lancs 
Farrer, Frank H.  22 son  commercial traveller Handsworth, Staffs. 
Farrer, Ethel M.   19 dau  school teacher  Handsworth, Staffs. 



Ramsden, Alfred  60 brother in law    retired seaman Oldham, Lancs. 
Whitehead, Charlotte M. 20 unm servant/domestic Aston, Warks. 
 
We know from the 1881 Census that Alfred had served on the "Dunniker" (actually we 
think an error in the census with the correct spelling being “Dunnikier”). 

HOLMES  Mary Sophia  marr   34 b Liverpool  Masters wife  
RAMSDEN  Alfred   unmarr  34 b Oldham  Cook  
THORNTON  Fredrick  widower  52 b Liverpool  Pilot   (Liverpool)  

Dunnikier. Off No 42544. Iron barque, built by Stephen , Glasgow, July 1861. 452 tons, 
154ft length, 25ft beam, 17ft depth. Owners T.Skinner & Co., Glasgow.(from 1861 to 
1872) Masters :W.Main 1861 to 1867.R.Jeffrey and J.Swan.I only have info up to 1872. 
Most of her voyages were Clyde to India with at least one to Valperiso. 

“The Court, pursuant to an order from Her Britannic Majesty's Consul, proceeded to investigate the 
cause and manner of the foundering of the British barque "Dunnikier," of Glasgow, in the Bay of 
Valparaiso, on the evening of the 13th of August 1881, and having deliberately weighed and 
considered the evidence and observations preferred by the master and the crew of that vessel, and by 
other witness who have appeared before it. 

The Court finds that the "Dunnikier" on rounding Angeles point on the evening of the 13th of 
August, at about 6.30 p.m., struck a rock, believed to be either the "Buey," which was buoyed, or one 
near to it; that the vessel succeeded in reaching the bay, but notwithstanding the assistance rendered, 
foundered at her anchorage very shortly afterwards that same evening. 

That the look-out, but no other member of the crew, saw and reported a buoy off the starboard 
cathead at 6.25 p.m., or a few minutes before the vessel struck. 

That there is conflicting and contradictory evidence as to whether the vessel was then paid off or 
luffed; but the Court is of opinion that the master's declared intention, as implied by the order he 
asserts to have given to pay the ship off, was not understood.That although the result of an official 
inquiry by the local marine authorities asserts the "Buey" buoy to have been in its place on the 
afternoon of the 13th, that buoy was found on shore on the 14th. That it is customary for vessels 
coming into this port from the southward, and with the usual southerly winds, to hug the shore, so as 
to keep as far as possible to windward on rounding into the bay to pick up an anchorage. But the 
Court consider that steering such an in-shore course as that taken by the master of the "Dunnikier" 
shows a great want of precaution and judgment. Therefore, whilst forbearing the suspension of his 
certificate, the Court doth reprimand Joseph Holmes, the master, for the want of precaution and 
judgment shown by him in making so free with the land, and doth admonish him to be more careful 
in future. 

We therefore assume that Alfred is likely to have been aboard when the ship foundered. 
That raises the question whether he is the Alfred Ramsden who features in the story below: 



THE MATE OF THE SHIP E.J. SPICER KILLED BY A SAILOR WHOM HE 
ASSAULTED 

 
Capt. Joseph Laughlin, of the United States steamer Woodruff reported at the New-street station-
house about 1-o-clock yesterday afternoon that while he was coming up to the City he noticed that the 
British ship E.J. Spicer, which was lying off Ellis’s Island, was flying a flag of distress. He went on 
board and found that a fight had taken place on board between Daniel Spicer, the mate of the vessel, 
and Patrick O’Carew, a seaman, in which the latter had killed the mate by stabbing him in the 
breast with a knife. Both men were of middle age. Spicer, the mate, was a native of Parsborro, Nova 
Scotia. His murderer came from Griffintown, near Montreal. On hearing Capt. Laughlin’s story, 
Sergt. Oates and Officer Cotton went on board the E.J. Spicer andarrested O’Carew. They also 
brought on shore the body of Spicer and a seaman, George Richmond, who had witnessed the fight. 
The prisoner offered no resistance and was brought to the station-house and from there he was taken 
to the Coroner’s office. He is a tall man with face pitted with small-pox. He showed great indifference 
both to his arrest and to the proceedings before the Coroner. On the way he bought a package of 
candy which he quietly ate while the testimony was being taken. In the absence of Coroner Brady, 
Coroner Knox took the testimony. 
 
George Richmond, who tells the story of the murder, shipped on the Spicer yesterday morning. He had 
been ill-treated, he complained, on the vessel on which he recently arrived from Antwerp, and refused 
to return to her. After getting on board the Spicer, Richmond took his clothes into the forecastle and 
he and the prisoner and the other seamen changed their clothes. There were altogether four men there. 
While engaged in changing their clothes a man, who he afterward found was the mate, came in and 
ordered them to hurry up and go to work. The prisoner said to his companions, “Hurry up and get to 
work, so we will have no trouble.” Two seamen went out, leaving the prisoner and Richmond behind. 
As soon as they were ready they also went out. The mate then sang out to the second mate that he 
wanted some tackle. The mate at the time was at the bow on the starboard side of the forecastle 
about three feet from the witness. The mate then told the second mate to give the tackle to the sailors 
and then, turning to the prisoner with an opprobrious remark, rushed at him and struck him with fists 
and kicked him. The next thing the witness saw was the mate falling heavily to the deck and the 
blood spurting from his breast. Before the fight, and while the men were still in the forecastle where 
the mate told them to hurry up, the prisoner replied: “If I know who you are I will obey you”. The 
mate both struck and kicked O’Carew. When they got up off the deck the mate had in his grasp the 
capstan bar and then fell. After the fight the prisoner said to the witness that he was the only man 
who had seen the occurrence and the only person upon whom he had to depend. There was a boy 
present who said he had seen the fight. Some of the crew at the time were working around the jib-
boom gear. When the prisoner was asked if he had anything to say, he refused to make any formal 
statement, but said that from the bottom of a good Irish heart he was sorry for what had happened, 
and that if he were killed for it he would die with a good and easy conscience. Later, in reply to 
questions, he gave his account of the fight, which was very similar to that given by Richmond. He had 
also only that day shipped on board the E.J. Spicer. Coroner Knox committed the prisoner to the 
tombs to await the result of the inquest, and sent Richmond to the house of detention. 
 

THE SPICER MURDER CASE 
 



Coroner Brady yesterday held the inquest in the case of Daniel Spicer, mate of the ship E.J. Spicer, 
who was murdered on Friday by Patrick O’Carew, a seaman on the same vessel. Edward Fish, the 
cabin boy of the Spicer, Oscar B Morris, second mate of the ship and Alfred Ramsden, a seaman, 
told the story of the murder as related in The Times yesterday, and then the case was given to the jury. 
After considerable deliberation the jury brought the verdict against the prisoner, and Coroner Brady 
committed O’Care to the Tombs to await the action of the Grand Jury. Ramsden was sent to the 
House of Detention as a witness. 

 
We will probably never know whether this was “our” Alfred Ramsden. We do know that 
by the time of the 1901 census he was retired and living in Birmingham, England. 
 
Living at 443 Dudley Road, Rotton Park, Birmingham ?? 
 
Lamb, Henry F   24 head 
Lamb, Annie L   24 wife      
Ramsden, Elizabeth  58 mother in law, widow 
Ramsden, Fanny M  29 sister in law     
Ramsden, Dora  22 sister in law 


