
WORFIELD IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY

Worfield in the eighteenth century saw the Lord of the Manor having a new house built. Davenport 
House was built in 1726, a very handsome house designed by Francis Smith. 

Henry Davenport was the man who replaced Hallon House (the Bromley's seat) with the smart new 
Georgian style mansion. Henry made his fortune in India which enabled him to build Davenport 
House just a few years after he had inherited the estate from an elder brother in 1719. Henry didn't 
enjoy his new house for many years before he died in 1731.

Henry's father, also called Henry, married Elizabeth, daughter of Sharington Talbot of Lacock 
Abbey. The elder son was called Sharington and he succeeded his father in 1698 but spent little time 
in Shropshire as he was in the army. He was an equerry to William 111, became a Major General 
and died in Dublin in 1719.

To understand how the Davenports came to take over the Bromley inheritance we need to go back 
several generations. Henry Davenport's great grandfather was William Davenport and he married 
Jane Bromley who was to inherit the Bromley fortune. Jane Bromley was the daughter of Francis 
Bromley and the granddaughter of Sir George Bromley.

The story is that William Davenport was travelling across Morfe Forest and as night fell he was 
totally lost. He saw the lights of Hallon House, knocked on the door and was looked after by 
Francis and Jane. William decided that Jane should be his wife and Francis and his wife resolved 
that this would definitely not be the case.

Francis Bromley died and his widow married Walter Wrottesley of Wrottesley and Jane and her 
mother went to live at Wrottesley Hall. Jane was forbidden from seeing William Davenport who 
nonetheless managed to have secret meetings with Jane in the woods. William was seen as a totally 
unsuitable suitor because in both birth and manner he was inferior to the Bromleys and the 
Wrottesleys. Nevertheless a plan of escape was drawn up by the couple and they were married. 
Jane's mother and stepfather refused to recognise both the marriage and the right of William to the 
Bromley estate. Action and counter action followed; the litigation went on for years but William did 
inherit the Bromley property. It is interesting to speculate on what particularly the Bromleys and the 
Earl of Wrottesley disliked about William Davenport. Was it really that he was of an inferior class 
or was he just not a very nice man?

As the century draws to a close there is an interesting sale of houses and land at Roughton and 
Barnsley.

The estate of William Stokes is to be sold on the 25th June 1787 at the Pig and Castle in Bridgnorth.

Lot1 23acres, a messuage (house), barn, stable and cowhouse in Penkridge. Tenant James Horton
Lot2 Mansion House, garden and lawn at Roughton. Brook Meadow, Hays Meadow and Ware 
Furlong
Lot 3 Brook House and land
Lot 4 Hoccum Barns and land. Leased to Edward Pratt
Lot 5 Three tenements and gardens at Roughton in the holdings of William Stokes, Charles Morris, 
Widow Tedstill and Widow Pratt
Lot 6 A house and garden at Barnsley in possession of Edward Reynolds. Reynolds Hempbutt and 
Mousehills Yard.

There are several points of general interest from these sale items. The first relates to Lot 4 at 



Hoccum “which is mainly copyhold and will be sold subject to 5 heriots upon death.”There is a 
note added “NB the Lord of the Manor generally compounds the heriots very reasonably.” Heriots 
are a carry-over from the Anglo Saxon period and are a form of death duties by which the overlord 
could claim from the estate the villein's horse and swords. In Anglo Saxon times this made sense 
because the horse the villein rode into battle and the weapons they carried were usually on loan 
from the King. By the Eighteenth century, heriots were still being exacted, sometimes being the best 
beast and if  you were lucky, the second best beast. It would seem that the Davenports were good 
landlords in this regard. Property held copyhold was inheritable but not owned.

The second interesting point arises out of the sale of Lot 6 at Barnsley. “This lot is situate at 
Barnsley and is copyhold. Premises in Shropshire have an unlimited Right of Common on the 
valuable and extensive Forest of Morfe and will be entitled to a considerable Allotment of land in 
respect of such Common Right when an inclosure of the Morfe takes place. They are tytheable in 
kind except for tythe hay which is covered by a Modus.”

Tithes were another old form of tax, being a tenth of what was produced and payable to the Vicar of 
Worfield. Tithes covered all produce. In Chesterton  tithe hay was levied on one field, the Lord's 
Meadow. In other fields the payment was made in coinage (a Modus), in some fields twopence and 
in some sixpence is paid. Also in Chesterton there was a tithe of fruit (apples and pears), hemp, flax, 
pig and goose all payable in kind. For cows and calves the tithe was 1d per cow and a halfpenny per 
calf. By the eighteenth century tithes were seen by the parishioners as being irrelevant and 
cumbersome. The system of paying tithes in kind was ended by the Tithe Commutation Act of 1836.

The sale of land at Barnsley refers to the Right of Common to which the purchaser is entitled and 
the impending enclosure of the common land. Enclosures had been going on since Tudor times but 
the those  at the beginning of the nineteenth century were extensive and were the death knell of the 
old open field system of agriculture and paved the way for the development of a new style of 
farming.


