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HandMade in America Makes National News

National Endowment for the Arts Magazine Praises HandMade in America 
for Launching the Creative Economy

August 16, 2011: Asheville, NC—NEA Arts, the quarterly magazine for the National Endowment for the Arts features an often overlooked frontier that has the potential to grow the American Economy, Rural Communities. The publication features five articles that each tells a story of how rural regions in America are developing grassroots programs to grow the cultural and economic well being of their community; Western North Carolina’s HandMade in America is among those featured.

Rural communities offer distinct assets that make them unique from their metropolitan counterparts; they have a core base of culture and heritage that creates a bond among their small population.  Each rural community has a unique combination of historical identity and creative assets that are often untapped resources for economic prosperity.

The article titled “Creative Solutions” tells the story of HandMade in America and the craft industry in Western North Carolina. The 25-county region has a craft industry that makes an economic impact of over $206 million dollars each year, and HandMade in America’s focus to bring visibility and encouragement to this industry has brought attention to towns with populations of less than 2,000 giving these rural communities an opportunity to flourish.

Featured in “Creative Solutions” is the success of Hayesville, a town with a population of less than 300 that has taken on renovation projects and cultural heritage sites with the support of HandMade in America. The small community has built momentum for their development which includes the Cherokee Cultural Heritage Site and the 14.5 mile Jack-rabbit Biking and Hiking Trail that has drawn over 40,000 riders this year alone. 

A free PDF version of this issue can be found on the NEA Arts web site (http://arts.endow.gov/about/NEARTS/2011_v2/index.html).

-----------

HandMade in America believes in the power of the handmade object to transform both individuals and communities through economic development, education and tourism. HIA has an 18-year tradition for pioneering innovative ways to empower the people and towns of Western North Carolina through programs that educate and facilitate the needs of creative entrepreneurs and communities. Additional information is available online at www.handmadeinamerica.org or by calling 828-252-0121.  
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