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Join the Crochet Coral Reef Movement with HandMade in America

HandMade in America Hosts Weekly Crochet Groups Wednesdays Through August 17

June 28, 2011—Asheville, NC: Take a break from your daily routine and become a part of the movement to raise awareness of the threats facing sea life through handicraft.  A weekly crochet group offers area residents the opportunity to contribute to The Asheville Reef meeting every Wednesday from 11-2pm through August 17th at the HandMade in America office at 125 S Lexington Avenue. Don’t shy away if you have never crocheted! All supplies and patterns are provided with an instructor is available to help.

Western North Carolina is joining a global effort to crochet a coral reef. As part of the unique project, the "Hyperbolic Crochet Coral Reef" by the Institute For Figuring (IFI) in Los Angeles, which unites non-Euclidean hyperbolic geometry with ancient craft techniques, area artisans are working to create beautiful and lifelike models that will raise awareness of threats to the world's coral. The Asheville Reef, organized by UNC Asheville's Center for Craft, Creativity & Design, will involve crochet groups in Brevard and Hendersonville, as well as UNC Asheville, Appalachian State University and Western Carolina University.

 

The Asheville Reef is a "satellite reef" of the IFF’s "Hyperbolic Crochet Coral Reef" project. The satellite reef will feature brightly colored, healthy-looking crochet reef, and several sub-reefs that dramatize environmental threats to coral, inspired by the "Hyperbolic Crochet Coral Reef" which was first exhibited in 2007 at the Andy Warhol Museum in Pittsburgh, and was most recently on view in the Smithsonian's National Museum of Natural History.

 

The "Hyperbolic Crochet Coral Reef" is the brainchild of two sisters from Australia, Christine and Margaret Wertheim, co-founders of the Institute for Figuring in Los Angeles. Margaret Wertheim, a science journalist, first began crocheting with her sister to try to create models of hyperbolic geometry, which, unlike conventional geometry, considers shapes on a curved surface. Only after stepping back from their cloth creations did the Wertheim’s see the strong resemblance to coral reefs. Hyperbolic shapes are frequently found in nature, including sea life like kelp and coral.

 

The Wertheim sisters intend to someday display all of the satellite reefs, including the Asheville Reef as part of the People's Reef. More than 5,000 people on four continents have already created satellite reefs.  Christine and Margaret Wertheim will speak about the project at UNC Asheville this coming fall.

 

To accompany the local reef-making, the Center for Craft, Creativity & Design will display and add to the Asheville Reef as it is being created, through August 12, at 1181 Broyles Road in Hendersonville. Gallery hours are 10 a.m.-5 p.m. weekdays. For more information or to participate, visit craftcreativitydesign.org or email info@craftcreativitydesign.org.

To learn more about the "Hyperbolic Crochet Coral Reef" project, visit crochetcoralreef.org.

For questions about the crochet group meetings at HandMade in America, contact Judi Jetson at 828-252-0121 ext 304.
About HandMade in America

HandMade in America believes in the power of the handmade object to transform both individuals and communities through economic development, education and tourism. HIA has an 18-year tradition for pioneering innovative ways to empower the people and towns of Western North Carolina through programs that educate and facilitate the needs of creative entrepreneurs and communities. Additional information is available online at www.handmadeinamerica.org or by calling 828-252-0121.
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