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      HISTORY AND MILESTONES
1993
A group of dedicated citizens In December, HandMade in America receives a three-year organizational development from the Pew Partnership for Civic Change to formulate ideas. 

1994
Regional planning process ensues with more than 360 citizens on how to achieve the HandMade purpose: make Western North Carolina the geographic center of handmade objects in the U.S. Set of 20-year goals and guiding principles established.

1995
In partnership with Appalachian State University, HandMade in America conducts landmark survey to measure economic contribution of crafts in 22 counties in Western North Carolina: $122 million annually, or four times the revenue generated from burley tobacco, the state’s number one cash crop.

The Center for Craft, Creativity and Design (CCCD) is created as a region center to support and advance craft, creativity and design in education and research, and through community collaborations, to demonstrate how they provide solutions for community issues.  Housed at the University of North Carolina Kellogg Center in Hendersonville, the CCCD evolved as a recommendation from a 1994-1995 study by HandMade’s Educational Committee.

1996
In Spring, Craft Heritage Trails of Western North Carolina guidebook debuts as the nation’s first trail system linking craft and heritage sites in a region. 

HandMade works with the N.C. Department of commerce and the Self-Help Credit Union to establish an investment bank to provide loans to artists and craftspeople.  Nine loans completed in the first year. 

With financial assistance from the Kathleen Price Bryan Family Fund, HandMade begins renewal and revitalization efforts in small towns across Western North Carolina. The Small Towns Project quickly expands to provide mentoring, technical assistance, self-help and cross-community learning practices to more than a dozen towns.  Since inception, the program has helped renovate 141 building, restore 122 facades, invested $28.7 million in private and public funds, and provided 139.762 volunteer hours to 12 towns.

1997
The documentary photography exhibit, By Our Hands, is organized by HandMade to celebrate the handcrafted object and the creative process of artists.

HandMade in America partners with N.C. Arboretum and the Conservation Trust to plant the first Heritage Garden for Crafts in fall. 

1998
Southern Highland Craft Guild enters into partnership with HandMade in America and the Kenan Institute for the Arts to create and launch a Craft Education Initiative where craft is used as an educational tool in lesson plans and curriculum for elementary schools. 

1999
In Spring construction begins on the abandoned Yancey/Mitchell landfill site to create Energy Xchange, an initiative formed by HandMade with Blue Ridge Resource Conservation & Development Council and Mayland Community College. The pilot project created the first glass and ceramic craft business incubator studios powered by landfill methane gas.  It expands to include a greenhouse project and quickly becomes model for the rest of the nation.

2000
HandMade hosts Global Volunteers, an international volunteer association, to assist in the revitalization of the Stecoah Center for the Arts and the Andrews Cultural Center. Both sites are part of HandMade’s Small Towns Revitalization program.
2001
Craft Organization Director’s Association (CODA) releases new national craft economic impact study conducted by HandMade in America and Appalachian State University School of Business.

2002
On behalf of ARC and National Endowment for the Arts, HandMade hosts Building Creative Economies: The Arts, Entrepreneurship and Sustainable Development in Appalachia conference for more than 350 delegates.

Farms, Gardens & Countryside Trails guidebook debuts as companion to successful Craft Heritage Trails guidebook. The 240-page publication features six trails linking farms, garden art, agricultural activities and related sites.

2003
Third edition of the Craft Heritage Trails guidebook published with more than 500 listings.


Craft Registry, HandMade’s on-line listing of artists, galleries and events debuts and quickly expands to include more than 500 entries.

HandMade helps secure designation of the Blue Ridge National Heritage Area to preserve, enhance, market and manage the 25-county region of Western North Carolina. Four themes are identified for the regional effort: 1) Cherokee; 2) Blue Ridge Music; 3) Craft; and 4) Agriculture.

2004
HandMade surveys Asheville’s commercial core to determine impact of creative economy downtown. Total annual real estate value determined as $61.6 million.

2005
HandMade packages the unique craft and cultural activities experiences listed in its guidebooks                        into HandMade Getaways, authentic learning experiences for visitors to western North Carolina. 

2006
HandMade publishes A HandMade in America Sourcebook: Hand Crafted Architectural                 Elements as part of a new initiative to bring crafts into the emerging construction market in WNC.
2007
Handmade starts the Appalachian Women Entrepreneurs project, helping to connect enterprising women with resources and markets to promote existing businesses and create new economic opportunities.

2007
HandMade publishes A HandMade in America Sourcebook: Hand Crafted Home Furnishings and Design Elements continuing our initiative to connect craft artists with the building industry in WNC.

2008
HandMade combines and updates the Craft Heritage Trails and the Farms, Gardens, and Countryside Trails guidebooks to launch the online Trip Planner.  The Trip Planner will use technology to connect craftspeople to a larger tourism base.

2008     
The HandMade House at the Ramble was a model project integrating the work of 100 Western North Carolina artists with the best in regional home design and construction. The result was a Show Home that was on display during the annual Parade of Homes in October of 2008. 
2009
HandMade in America, the Center for Craft, Creativity and Design, Blue Ridge National Heritage Area and other craft organization partners released the updated Economic Impact of Craft in Western North Carolina. The study concludes the craft industry pumps more than $206 million each year into the Western North Carolina economy, providing a clean and sustainable source of jobs in the mountains. The original study, organized by HandMade in America in 1995, was based on surveys of consumers, artisans and gallery and shop owners. The results analyzed by the consulting firm DESS Business Research. The economic impact of $206.5 million in the 25-county region was up from $122 million found in the study from 1995.
2010
The HandMade in America Craft, Architecture and Design EXPO held at the North Carolina Arboretum was a two-day event inviting the public to join artists, architects, builders and designers to share and learn about successful collaborations between craft artists, home owners and industry professionals. Drawing from the tremendous craft resources that are a unique and vital part of Western North Carolina, the event emphasized craftsmanship in architectural elements and design for both high-end and mid-range home markets. Model rooms utilizing handmade objects were featured. Educational sessions, craft sales and commission opportunities for artists were also offered. Tours of homes and offices that exemplify the use of craft in the built environment were part of the Design EXPO event.

For more information contact Donna Abranches at HandMade in America, at (828) 252-0121, or dabranches@handmadeinamerica.org.  Additional data on programs, services and initiatives is available at www.handmadeinamerica.org 

