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Description:

Non-profit organization based in Western North Carolina governed by a 

regional board of directors.

Founded:

1995

Mission:
HandMade in America’s mission is to grow handmade economies through craft,    cultural heritage and community assets. 
Why HandMade?
According to a 2008 follow-up study on HandMade in America’s Economic Impact Assessment done in 1995 by Appalachian State University the total economic contribution of the craft industry to Western North Carolina is approximately $206 million. The purpose of this research was to replicate and extend the 1995 HandMade in America study: The Determination of the Economic Contribution of the Craft/Handmade Industry in Western North Carolina. The 1995 study estimated the economic impact of the craft industry to be $122,000,000 in a twenty county region of Western North Carolina (WNC). The 2008 study includes the 25 counties of the Blue Ridge National Heritage Area (BRNHA) designated by Congress in 2003, with “Craft” one of five core themes of the BRNHA 
Estimated Total Direct Economic Impact of the Craft Industry in WNC 
The total direct economic impact of the WNC craft industry is the sum of: 
$31,478,252 the craft consumer tourism direct economic impact 
$86,218,809 the craft artisan direct economic impact 
$57,651,405 the craft gallery and shop direct economic impact 
$11,779,124 the craft educator direct economic impact 
$ 4,406,000 the craft organization direct economic impact 
$15,000,000 the craft supplier and publisher direct economic impact 
Therefore, $206,533,590 is estimated to be the total estimated direct economic        impact for the craft industry in Western North Carolina.  With its long history in quality craftsmanship, this area is recognized as a traditional haven for artists. Now, the need exists to recognize this skilled group as an industry and economic driver in the region. 
Core area:
22-county area of Western North Carolina including: Alleghany, Ashe, Avery, Buncombe, Burke, Cherokee, Clay, Cleveland, Graham, Haywood, Henderson, Jackson, Macon, Madison, Mitchell, McDowell, Polk, Rutherford, Swain, Transylvania, Watauga, and Yancey counties.
The region spans from the Virginia border in the north, west to the Tennessee border, to the Georgia and South Carolina borders in the south; and across the eastern plateau toward Hickory.
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Some of its distinctive attractions include:

· Biltmore Estate, America’s largest private home and National Historic Landmark

· Penland School of Craft, one of America’s premier craft resident and educational facility, celebrating 75 years of excellence

· John C Campbell Folk School

· Blue Ridge Parkway, an All-American Road

· Carl Sandberg home, a unit of the National Park Service

· Great Smokey Mountains National Park

· Cherokee Reservation

Staff:


Gwynne, Rukenbrod, Executive Director




Donna Abranches, Associate Director




Judi Jetson. Director of Economic Development




Kari Rinn, Director of Craft Entrepreneurship

Betty Hurst, Appalachian Women Entrepreneurs Coordinator




Jamie Carpenter, Research and Communications Assistant




Tykara Young, Administrative Assistant

Unique Programs:
While HandMade in America does not directly sell craft, it facilitates the 

growth and sustainability of quality handmade objects in the region. The programs launched in Western North Carolina have become models for other regions and countries. Some innovative initiatives launched in the last decade include:

· The Craft Heritage Trails of Western North Carolina guidebook. America’s first regional guide to encourage travel to artisan studios and cultural-based attractions and places. Now in its third edition with over 500 listings. 

· The Farms, Gardens & Countryside Trails guidebook is companion to the craft heritage trails guidebook, focusing on the region’s agricultural offerings. 

· Craft Architecture and Design program connects craft artists to architects and interior designers in the building industry. 

· Craft Registry is an electronic database listing information on more than 1000 artists in the region. 

· Appalachian Women Entrepreneurs program connects and supports rural Western North Carolina women interested in creating or growing their small business.

· EnergyXchange, America’s first landfill conversion using methane-to power craft (glass, clay) studios. The Yancey-county site (near Burnsvlle) also includes a plant propagation greenhouse to grow endangered rhododendron and other local, native plants.

· Small Town Revitalization Program assists local communities in the restoration, improvements and enhancements of their built and natural assets.

· Craft Across Curriculum is an in-school educational program to encourage craft as a teaching tool for creativity and development.
Specific Services:
HandMade in America provides technical assistance and training through its newly formed educational arm, The HandMade Institute for Creative Communities.  The Institute provides instruction four ways: 1) Publications; 2) Learning Laboratory workshops; 3) Conferences; 4) Consultation. For information on training materials, and consultations, visit www.handmadeinamerica.org/products
Created 7/7/11


           (over)


