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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: Jamie Carpenter 828-252-0121
Small Town Conversations: Learn from your Neighbors, Grow your Community
HandMade in America offers its first mentor workshop in Hayesville, NC
November 1, 2011—Hayesville, NC: Every town has a story. Your town’s unique history should not be forgotten, but honored and considered a distinctive asset in the growth of your community. HandMade in America’s Small Town Program is connecting small communities in Western North Carolina to learn from each other in their first Small Town Conversation: Developing a Cultural Heritage Attraction in your Small Town.
Volunteers in Hayesville, NC, a HandMade in America Small Town, have created and developed the Cherokee Homestead Exhibit, an outdoor attraction that portrays a Cherokee Winter House and Summer House from three centuries ago. Clay County Communities Revitalization Association (CCCRA) has been awarded over $75,000 in grants to complete the project, with contributions of over 24,000 volunteer hours from the community. Their efforts with HandMade in America have resulted in job and business growth, increased tourism, and educated over 700 area students through tours.
Join in the conversation and learn from those who have created and built the Cherokee Homestead Exhibit from the ground-up. Mentors Rob Tiger, Sandy Nicolette, Jane Eastman and Davy Arch will walk through the steps of Developing a Cultural Heritage Attraction in your Small Town and discuss the grassroots, volunteer efforts that make their attraction successful.

For more information and to register for Small Town Conversations, visit www.handmadeinamerica.org/conversations
-----------

HandMade in America believes in the power of the handmade object to transform both individuals and communities through economic development, education and tourism. HIA has an 18-year tradition for pioneering innovative ways to empower the people and towns of Western North Carolina through programs that educate and facilitate the needs of creative entrepreneurs and communities. Additional information is available online at www.handmadeinamerica.org or by calling 828-252-0121.  
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