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Celebrate the Craft Culture in Western North Carolina
HandMade in America and Partner Organizations Celebrate American Craft Week October 7-16

The heritage of the mountains has created a vibrant community of artisans and made Western North Carolina a destination for American craft. American Craft Week is the region’s opportunity to show the nation why we are becoming known as the Cradle of Craft. Join the community in a celebration of craft that enriches our homes, offices, public spaces and wardrobes by visiting any of the events taking place in the region. Take a chance to appreciate artisans who produce well-crafted items, made in the USA. HandMade in America is proud to partner with 8 other organizations: the Center for Craft, Creativity & Design, The Double Tree Hotel, The Fine Arts Theater, Blue Spiral 1 Gallery, The Grove Arcade, Haywood Community College, The Asheville Art Museum, The Southern Highlands Craft Guild and the University of North Carolina Asheville to sponsor the following events. 

Craft: A Sense of Place

Western North Carolina conjures a strong sense of place: scenic mountains, beautiful byways, and numerous quaint small towns. Also living amongst these assets are over 4,000 craft artists.  Many of these artists moved to, or stayed in, the area for the inspiration they feel about their environment...their sense of place.  The Western North Carolina craft artists featured in this exhibition make work that is inspired by their sense of place. Artists Daniel Essig, books and mixed media, Chris Perryman, furniture and sculpture, and Caitie Sellers, jewelry and sculpture, all create pieces that evoke a strong sense of place.
Friday, October 7, 7-9 pm
Location- The Artery, 346 Depot Street, Asheville, NC

Craft in America “Family” Screening

See a sneak preview of Craft in America’s next episode, Family before Carol Sauvion’s lecture that evening. This episode explores the creative home environments and personal dynamics of four families of craft artists and asks: Is talent inherited? What’s it like to live in a household where objects are made by hand?
Sunday, October 9, 2-4pm
Location – Folk Art Center, Mile Post 382, Blue Ridge Parkway
Craft in America and Beyond

HandMade in America and partner organizations across Western North Carolina are pleased to announce a Keynote address by Carol Sauvion, creator of the PBS Craft in America Series and director of the Freehand Gallery in Los Angeles. Sauvion is an award-winning advocate for American craft and offers a wealth of knowledge to the craft community.

The free event is taking place at the Fine Arts Theater where Carol will speak about her experience, joined by the Owens family from Jugtown Pottery in Seagrove, NC, both were featured in the episode Origins.  

Sunday, October 9, 7-9pm
Location – Fine Arts Theater, 36 Biltmore Ave, Asheville

Craft Lab: DIY Social Networking

Craft Labs take place at HandMade in Amercica in Downtown Asheville (on the corner of Church and Hilliard) the 2nd Tuesday of each month. Learn how to start your own Facebook page, twitter site and how to use it as a free tool to market yourself and your work.

Tuesday, October 11, 6-8pm

Location- HandMade in America, 125 S Lexington Avenue, Suite 101

Objects and Meaning
Director of the Craft Revival Project, Anna Fariello, will examine how academic disciplines and cultural institutions have assigned meaning to expressive objects over time. The talk is derived from the speaker’s written chapter, “Regarding the History of Objects” in Objects and Meaning, a book she co-edited. The talk challenges today’s art world vision of the arts and is sure to spark a lively debate.

Thursday, October 13, 4-6 p.m.

Location – Haywood Community College, Charles Beall Auditorium, 185 Freedlander Drive, Clyde, NC

Crafted: Exhibition at HandMade in America 

HandMade in America’s gallery on the corner of Church and Hilliard hosts a juried showcase of Craft in Western North Carolina features the work of 17 artists in the region. Opening reception for HandMade in America’s American Craft Week Exhibition
Friday, October 14, 5:30-8

Location- HandMade in America, 125 S Lexington Avenue, Suite 101
-----------

HandMade in America believes in the power of the handmade object to transform both individuals and communities through economic development, education and tourism. HIA has an 18-year tradition for pioneering innovative ways to empower the people and towns of Western North Carolina through programs that educate and facilitate the needs of creative entrepreneurs and communities. Additional information is available online at www.handmadeinamerica.org or by calling 828-252-0121.  
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