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He did it. He finally did it. He got down on one knee and asked you to be his forever. 

At this point you’ve probably called all of your friends, updated your social media 

networks and may find yourself blinded at work one time too many by your rock’s 

brilliant sparkle.

If you’re like many brides, your room probably has issues of The Knot strewn all over 

the place, you’re Pinteresting like crazy and your left hand keeps catching your eye 

with that sparking promise of forever.

Here at Stonehurst Manor, we’re honored and appreciative that you’ve chosen to 

look into our venue as the backdrop for the best day of your life. We’re thrilled and 

excited to be a part of something so magnificent, and pinky promise to help and 

guide you all along the way. This guide is meant to serve as your wedding “cheat 

sheet” for many of the tasks and todos you’ll encounter during your engagement. 

We realize that every bride and wedding is different, but are excited to help anyway 

we can. This is such an exciting time, but can also be nervewracking as well. We’re 

here to help, so take a deep breath and let’s work together.here to help, so take a deep breath and let’s work together.

Dear Bride to Be,

So now what? What’s next? Where to start?
And how is it all going to come together?

Again, from everyone at
Stonehurst Manor,
congratulations.

We are so happy for you!
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The ring is on your finger, you’ve told everyone you’ve come in contact with. 

The news is out and you’re the happiest girl in the world. Now, what’s next? 

There is so much to do, and many times it can feel extremely overwhelming.

Your next step will be to let close friends and family 

know your set date. You don’t need to announce it yet 

or send out save the dates quite yet, but it’s a great idea 

to let those whom you really want or need there to have 

an “inside scoop” on the date you’re looking at or 

planning on.

Lastly, the sooner you book a venue the better. Many 

venues, especially the area favorites, book anywhere 

from months to years out in advance.

A question many brides ask is “What do I tackle first?” The answer to this 

question does vary, but a good rule of thumb is to look at the span of time 

you’ll have from now until your wedding date to “triage” what needs to be 

done as soon as possible.

Your first step is to set a date
ManyMany couples look to their parents or close friends for 

what date works for them to take time off of work, travel 

time, etc. You’ll want to also check in to what dates, 

weekends, or seasons are available for your venue or 

vendors. Many times couples have a specific location in 

mind and need to plan their wedding date around that. 

Other couples have a date in mind and search for vendors 

and venues accordingly.and venues accordingly.

Engagement 101
What Should Be Done
Immediately after Getting Engaged?

Stonehurst works with Brides to find the best 

date for their special day. For more 

information on booking your Stonehurst 

Wedding, you can contact:

Stonehurst 
Manor

factHeidi Shellmer
Email: heidi@stonehurstmanor.com

Phone: 800-525-9100.
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(Adapted from The Knot’s Book of Lists)

How to 
Set a Wedding Budget

The following breakdown is recommended for a wedding budget:

Wedding Attire
Gown/Groom’s Formal Wear, 
Rings, Veil/Headpiece, Shoes, 
Lingerie, Purse/Accessories 
for Bride, Hair + Makeup

Flowers
Bridal Bouquet, Bridesmaids 
Bouquets, Boutonnieres, 
Corsages, Ceremony Flowers, 
Centerpieces at Reception

Ceremony
Ceremony Site, 
Officiant, 
Fee/Donation, 
Décor

Gifts
Bridesmaids gifts, 
Groomsmen gifts,
Parents’ gifts,
Favors

Stationary
Save the Date Cards
Invites, Ceremony 
Programs, Guest 
Book, Cards

Reception & Rentals
Reception Site, Food, Wedding Cake, 
Alcohol, Tables, Chairs, Tableware, 
Flatware, Glassware, Linens, Dance 
Floor, Add-ons, & Gratuity

Photography
Engagement Photos, Photographer 
for both,  ceremony + reception, 
Prints (optional), Album (optional), 

Videographer

**Wedding Planner %10 –15% This is in addition to your all over budget, and entirely optional.

Entertainment
Ceremony Musicians (or cost 
of DJ to do music), DJ for 

cocktail hour/reception, Other 
Special Music (optional)

Accomodation
Transportation for 
wedding party, Parking, 
Hotel Rooms for Bride 
+ Groom, Gratuity

Manor weddings could be 

considerably less than this 

national average which is one of 

the many advantages in planning 

a White Mountain wedding.

Stonehurst 
Manor

fact
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if you’re reading all of this and feeling a bit overwhelmed, we completely 

understand. Many brides find that while this wedding planning process is 

fun, they may not have enough time to plan and prepare a budget and find 

the right vendors to match their budget, style, etc.

The Manor makes it easy for brides by offering all-inclusive packages for the big day! Work 

directly with the Manor and you can knock most of these items off the list all in one place:

Now,

Stonehurst Manor has an in-house professional wedding planner that is happy to assist you 

plan for your perfect day. Our in-house wedding planner has over 20 years of planning 

experience and for only $100, she is ready to help.

Stonehurst 
Manor

fact

Free use of wedding garden overlooking mt. Washington

$100 charge for your personal wedding coordinator

$200 charge for your portable dance floor

$2.50 charge per wedding chair for ceremony

No table linen charges

Fresh flowers on all tables

No cake cutting chargeNo cake cutting charge

No function room rental fee

No bar set up fee

No bartender fee

Source: Tim Shellmer Photography



Your engagement, wedding planning process and wedding itself is a beautiful and exciting time in yours’ and your fiancée’s life, 

however it can also come with copious amounts of stress and anxiety. With so much to do and in many times, so little time, things can 

get tense between the two of you—this is extremely normal and can be solved with simple relationship “quick fixes”:

If something is bothering you or your fiancée, speak up and 

talk it out before it “snowballs” and becomes a greater issue.

Keep Communication Open

By keeping this simple phrase in mind, you’ll keep your 

priorities in check throughout your engagement. Remember 

that no matter how big and beautiful the wedding, at the end 

of the day it is about the joining of the two of you and the 

promise of forever.

It’s about the marriage, not the wedding
You aren’t alone in this wedding planning process! Your family 

and friends are there to help you through the entire planning 

process, and this includes with relationship “bumps” in the 

road! Consult with a pastor, parent, or mentor when you feel 

like you could use some guidance, mediating, or balancing.Ask for help

Many times couples get so wrapped up in their wedding 

planning that they forget to take time for one another that’s 

NOT wedding related. Set aside date nights every week 

without any wedding talk. Enjoy that time together to keep 

strengthening your relationship and growing together.

Keep Dating

Your task list for your wedding doesn’t have to be split right 

down the middle, but be sure to ask your groom for help on 

tasks you don’t feel you need to oversee constantly. This will 

allow you to stress less and enjoy the entire planning process 

with your groom-to-be at your side.

Split the To-Do List

Your Engagement 
+ Relationship

Source: Allison Hanson Photography
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You’ve set the date and you’ve begun the planning process—now, what’s next? It’s 

time to book your vendors. This includes professionals like your hair stylist, florist, 

tuxedo rental and baker. If you have a specific vendor you wish to use, be sure to 

book them as soon as you know your wedding date. If you’ve heard of them, chances 

are brides have heard about them as well and wish to book them too! Here are some 

things to keep in mind as you book your wedding vendors for your special day:

Book It,
Bride to Be

Read the Reviews
With websites like Wedding Wire 
and the Knot, it’s never been 
easier to get a general consensus 
on who is the best of the best in 
your area. With websites with 
rating systems such as these, you 
can gauge their professionalism, 
pricing,pricing, and their personal style 
to make sure it works well with 
your bridal style and wedding 
vision. If you can afford it, look 
for “Top Wedding Wire 2013 
Pick” or “ Best of Weddings Knot 
Pick” on vendors’ websites as 
youyou browse and shop for the best 
fit. These are the best of the best, 
and are highly ranked and 
recommended.ssStonehurst 
Manor is proud to be among 
these top notch wedding vendors 
as well!

Bring Your Budget
When meeting with your 
possible vendors for the first 
time, it’s very important to bring 
your budget to the table . If a 
vendor sees that you have a set 
budget with a set amount set 
aside for each aspect of the 
wedding,wedding, they’re more likely to 
work with you as best they can. 
Usually a potential vendor 
would rather create a 
customized plan or set of 
services within that budget 
versus lose a potential bride 
entirely.entirely. Many times vendors 
will take your amount budgeted 
(i.e., $500 for baked goods or 
cake) and work with it in a 
customizable fashion that works 
best for you, your wedding day, 
and your overall budget.

Ask Questions
As a bride to be, it’s so 
important to ask as many 
questions as you feel necessary! 
Ask about bundling services 
together for discounts, booking 
with their partners for other 
services, or if booking on a 
certaincertain day would guarantee 
some price breaks. Example: a 
Friday or Sunday wedding is 
much less expensive than a 
Saturdayhhwedding—many 
vendors charge based on such 
things as well. You’ll never know 
untiluntil you ask, so be sure you are 
honest and open about your 
expectations and needs!

The Manor offers a $5 per person discount 

on Sundays (except holidays) or wedding 

during these months: January, February, 

March, April, May or November.

Stonehurst 
Manor

fact
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We can’t stress (yes, pun intended!) enough how normal it is for a bride to 

find herself stressed out of her mind as they plan and prepare for their 

special day. A panic attack here and there, sleepless nights and maybe 

even a cry fest now and then is, dare we say it, normal. Many brides stress 

over the fact that they’re feeling stressed, when in fact this is a very 

common feeling when wedding planning. It’s a busy, crazy time with a 

milehigh list of things to do, things to pay for, places to be, and factors to 

organize. Let’s breathe and work together here, shall we?organize. Let’s breathe and work together here, shall we?

Regardless of how stressed a bride gets, there is one thing 

that nobody enjoys, and that is a Bridezilla. Yes, this 

popular nickname is not a title any bride wishes to have 

bestowed upon them; however, with the stress piling on, it 

is a common occurrence all too often.

Communicate effectively with your bridesmaids and those 

helping with your wedding. Take a deep breath before you 

go off on your fiancée for not remembering that your 

wedding color is “pool” and not “a shade of green”. Don’t 

get upset when your bridesmaid is five minutes late 

because she had to drop her child off at daycare. Don’t 

freak out when you only had 21 Facebook likes on your 

engagement photos while your coworker had 67.engagement photos while your coworker had 67.

Breathe, Bride to Be

Avoid being a Bridezilla

Let go of the little things,
breathe deep, and
enjoy the entire
process.

This will include the following ...

-  Set a Date

-  Set a Wedding Budget

-  Shop for a Venue

-  Book Venue

    (for Ceremony & Reception)

At Time of
Engagement
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You don’t need to starve yourself throughout your engagement for fear of not 

being able to fit in that dress of yours! Eat four, smaller meals everyday and be 

sure you are drinking your 8-10 glasses of water for a balanced body and clear 

skin. Avoid salty foods, oils, and sugars as this just makes you feel bloated and 

cranky. Aim for a cleaner, healthier diet with plenty of fresh fruits and veggies, 

meats rich in iron, and Omega 3s.

Eat Right

As you plan and prepare for your wedding day, sleep may be something that takes the 

back burner on your list of priorities—this isn’t healthy! You, our beautiful bride, should 

be sleeping 7-9 hours per night to maintain stress and hormone levels, keep your 

beautiful bod in tiptop shape, and for all overall health. Having a hard time relaxing? 

Understandable. Sip a cup of chamomile or lavender tea before hand with your favorite 

book and unwind.

Sleep

It’s important to be in shape and get in shape the healthy way—not just so you look 

good, but so you feel good emotionally and mentally as well. Exercising regularly is 

important for maintaining stress, balancing hormones, combating anxiety and 

depression, and of course—looking fab as well. If looking to slim down before the big 

day, consult with your doctor and/or physical trainer to develop a healthy, balanced 

plan that will allow you to look and feel great without compromising anything else.

Still In Shape

One of the best pieces of advice we can give to brides planning their 

wedding day is to stay organized and on top of all tasks at hand. For 

real “paper” planners, check out Emily Ley Wedding Planners. For 

an app, The Knot makes an excellent one for your phone and 

technological devices. It’s easy to use and you can share tasks with 

friends and family. Make lists, make a calendar and stay on track. 

Delegate tasks to your fiancée and family or bridal party. Set 

remindersreminders on your phone, and check out our nifty calendar to keep 

track of what to do when. You can customize it, shorten or lengthen 

it based on your engagement or wedding vision.

Stay Organized

Stress Management
+ Healthy Lifestyle



until The Big Day
12 Months

Begin to look for vendors

Send out Save the Dates

Begin thinking about bridal party 

(who to ask, vision, style, etc)

until The Big Day
6 Months

Create a set of to-dos and tasks

Dress Shop

Create a workout and fitness plan

Shop for invites

Engagement Party (optional)

until The Big Day
3-4 Months

Shop for and purchase gown

Book a Florist

Book your DJ

Book Caterer

Book Baker

Book Honeymoon

Decide on tuxes and tux rental or put down depositDecide on tuxes and tux rental or put down deposit

Book Hair Stylist/Makeup Artist

Begin “Beauty” plan - extra attention skin, hair, nails, and workout regimen

Book Photographer

Book Officiant

Source: Allison Hanson Photography



until The Big Day1-2 Weeks
Final Dress Fitting / Final Tux Fitting

Check in with each vendor about final balances

Discuss with each vendor final details

Submit RSVP numbers + details to vendors

Meet with Officiant/Pastor

Purchase all bridal party gifts

Purchase honeymoon wardrobePurchase honeymoon wardrobe

Have programs printed

Apply for Marriage license

Write Vows

The Big Day!
Wake up and smile. You’re getting married today.

Pay all final balances and delivery times to maid 

of honor or best man to give to vendors

Morning Manicure + Breakfast with ladies

Hair + Makeup

Drink a ton of water! Use a straw. Don’t mess up Drink a ton of water! Use a straw. Don’t mess up 

your lipstick

Give bridesmaids + family gifts

Meet your groom at the altar. Say I do.

Enjoy every moment of your special day

Live happily ever after
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Thanks to the gorgeous landscapes and views at 
Stonehurst Manor, our hotel is a favorite spot 
for couples planning their NH Wedding. Our 
vacation townhome rentals and manor rooms 
also offer romantic accommodations for 
honeymooners or couples celebrating their 
anniversaries.

Stonehurst Manor
Wedding Information

Afternoon Weddings
75 to 150 Guests – $35 per person

50 to 75 Guests – $45 per person

Discount $5 for Sunday weddings 

anytime (except holidays) and 

anytime during select months.

Tent Weddings
75 to 150 Guests – $35 per person

50 to 75 Guests – $45 per person

Discount above rates $5 per person for 

Sunday weddings anytime (except holidays) 

or for weddings booked anytime in May.

Evening Weddings
For small weddings up to 26 guests – 

$38 per person. Includes your guests 

choice of a five course dinner from 

our award winning menu.

Rehearsal Dinners
& Special Occasions
For small dinner parties up to 42 

guests $38 per person. Includes your 

guests choice of a five course dinner 

from our award winning menu.

Passed Hors d’Oeuvres
& Cocktail Reception
A selection of passed Hors d’Oeuvres

and Cocktail prices.

Call For More Information: 1-800-525-9100 Sarah & Bailey

Nothing short 
of magical.

“Our wedding at Stonehurst was nothing short of magical. The setting 
is gorgeous and the staff is so friendly, helpful and accomodating. They 
made us, our family and all our guests feel special. Our day was perfect 
--  more beautiful than we could have imagined --  and we’re looking 
forward to returning to spend our anniversary in a place that will 
forever be dear to our hearts!”

Source: Stonehurst Publication



Special
Thanks to:
Allison Hanson
www.allisonhphotography.com

allhanphotos@gmail.com

Kristen Lenox & Dana Read
www.oneloveimagery.com

info@oneloveimagery.com

Tim Shellmer
www.shellmer.com

tim@shellmer.com
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