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A suite at the Waldorf in New York, the hotel where Secretary of State John Kerry will stay during the General 

Assembly of the United Nations, convening this month. WALDORF ASTORIA 

The lobby of the Carlyle Hotel on the Upper East Side of New York, where former French President Nicolas 

Sarkozy and his wife Carla Bruni resided during past U.N. meetings. CARLYLE HOTEL 

The late Czech President Vaclav Havel's preferred suite at the Hotel Elysée in New York was fully stocked with 

beer. ELYSEE HOTEL 

A guest room at the Loews Regency Hotel in New York, where Israel's Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu likes to 

reside in New York. LOEWS HOTELS AND RESORTS 

The living room of a suite at the New York Palace Hotel. Former British Prime Minister Gordon Brown and 

Mexico's former president Vicente Fox stayed at the hotel. NEW YORK PALACE HOTEL 

The Sir Winston Churchill suite at New York's Waldorf Astoria, one of New York's most well-liked by foreign 

dignitaries for its suites and discrete underground entrance. WALDORF ASTORIA 
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Nearly 200 high-maintenance political leaders will be descending on Manhattan hotels during the 

next few days, demanding extra care and feeding while they attend the United Nations General 

Assembly meetings. 

Visiting prime ministers and potentates want to stay at hotels that accommodate teams of Secret 

Service police, and they demand that security staff install surveillance equipment and metal 

detectors. Many hotels send marketing teams overseas to court the business, while catering to 

more personal needs once leaders arrive. 

For hotels, it isn't just big business but also bragging rights. While many decline to say who will 

be staying, it is standard practice to fly the home flags of visiting heads of state. This subtle boast 

that a world leader seeks out the hotel can be good marketing, though it is also a de facto way of 

acknowledging that a particular dignitary can be found there. 

Factoring in room service, car drivers and other requests, hotel tabs for foreign dignitaries can 

start at $1 million—and run considerably higher—for just a few days, general managers say. 

Heads of state and their entourage often book several floors, says David Chase, general manager 

of the New York Palace, which has hosted leaders including the former U.K. Prime 

Minister Gordon Brown and Mexico's former President Vicente Fox. He is expecting around 20 

heads of state this month. 
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Former French President Nicolas Sarkozy prefers the Carlyle Hotel. GETTY IMAGES 

Where a leader chooses to stay often reveals something about that particular person, or about his 

or her country. Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and other Israeli leaders have stayed at the 

Loews Regency Hotel, the flagship property of Loews chairman Jonathan Tisch whose family's 

long-standing ties with Israeli government officials helped the hotel get the business. Former 

French President Nicolas Sarkozy and his wife Carla Bruni have opted for the relative tranquility 

of the East Side's Carlyle Hotel. 



The late Czech dissident-turned-president Václav Havel used to stay at the Hotel Élysée, owned 

by his expat countryman Henry Kallan. The hotelier says he made sure that Mr. Havel's suite, 

which included a baby grand piano, rugs from England and marble bathroom, was well-stocked 

with beer. 

The president liked his first drink early in the morning, before bars or liquor stores were open. 

"That was his orange juice," Mr. Kallan says. 

In the recent past, hotels have delivered $25,000 worth of top-shelf liquor or reconfigured a suite 

to accommodate a regulation-size pool table. A Saudi princess once asked to have a door added 

to the hallway to transform four rooms into a grand suite, according to the general manager who 

obliged. 

Middle Eastern leaders sometimes bring their own furniture to suit their personal tastes. Hotels 

usually agree to store it to encourage return visits. Some Arab royalty also import their own food, 

bringing along their favorite cooks to prepare feasts in the hotel kitchen. 

A chef at the New York Palace was once startled to find a goat's head staring at him when he 

opened his refrigerator during a Saudi royal family visit, said Mr. Chase. 

Hotels are practiced at keeping secrets about their guests, but they have to be even more careful 

about revealing who is staying where when political leaders are involved. 

The U.N.'s meetings often draw protesters to New York, and world leaders want to avoid being 

targeted in their downtime. New York's hotels declined to reveal their guests this week, citing 

security reasons. 

General managers sometimes have their hands full even inside the hotel walls. Leaders of nations 

on unfriendly terms often need to be separated by several floors and kept out of each other's way. 
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Secretary of State John Kerry plans to stay at the Waldorf Astoria for the U.N. meetings that start 

this week. AFP/GETTY IMAGES 

"It's a chess game of moving parts," says Ronen Nissenbaum, managing director of the Waldorf 

Astoria, which is preparing to host several heads of state next week and U.S. Secretary of 

State John Kerry. 

A leader's choice of hotel may suggest a character trait that runs counter to his public image. 

Shortly after Fidel Castro and his band of revolutionaries deposed Cuban President Fulgencio 

Batista, the guerrilla fighter visited New York in 1959. He resided alongside traveling salesmen, 

bankers and other capitalists at the Statler Hilton, with its ornate and cavernous lobby. 

Some heads of state are considered so controversial that most hotels turn their business away. 

When Iran's president Mahmoud Ahmadinejad came for the United Nations meeting in 2011, a 

number of the city's prestige hotels took a pass. 

Finally, the less opulent Warwick Hotel on West 54th Street agreed to host the Iranian leader. 

Despite demonstrators chanting outside the hotel during his visit, the Warwick welcomed Mr. 

Ahmadinejad back again the following year. 

http://topics.wsj.com/person/K/John-Kerry/7196
http://topics.wsj.com/person/A/Mahmoud-Ahmadinejad/5388


Peter Walterspiel, the Warwick's general manager, said he wasn't at the hotel when Mr. 

Ahmadinejad stayed, but added that there were no plans to host the current Iranian president. 

The Waldorf for decades was the choice for political leaders and royal family members. The 

1931 Art Deco landmark on Park Avenue was sought for its rich history, gilded suites and secure 

underground entrance. Mr. Nissenbaum says the property with 125 suites has accommodated 

delegations of 300 people. 

But in recent years, historic hotels like the St. Regis and New York Palace have upgraded their 

suites and competed harder for this lucrative business. 

The Waldorf, Palace and Carlyle have teams that travel to places like Dubai and Bahrain to 

cultivate relationships not only for the U.N. General Assembly meeting but also for family 

members arriving for medical procedures. 

During the U.N. Assembly, security is highly choreographed with cement barriers in front and 

metal detectors installed near hotel entrances. Snipers settle in at nearby terraces and rooftops, 

and bomb-sniffing dogs stand ready. 

Hotels submit to background checks for all employees who may come in contact with a 

dignitary. 

"Some leisure guests may not be happy, but others will think it is exciting that someone 

important is staying there," Mr. Chase says. 

 


