
 
 

THE NEW YORK PALACE ROLLS OUT ROYAL RED CARPET WITH 

‘RARITIES’ 

The Reservation-Only Lounge is the Most Opulent Place to Sip Rare Wines and Spirits  
 

New York, NY (February 4, 2014) – As the final reveal to its $140 million renovation, The New York 

Palace has opened Rarities, an intimate 25-seat salon located in the famed Villard Mansion. Inspired by 

historic ‘men’s clubs,’ this exclusive, reservation-only venue serves a sampling of  the world’s rarest wines and 

spirits.  

 

At Rarities, the menu is both eclectic and abundant, with guests enjoying exceptional Champagnes, 

Prohibition-style bottled spirits, modern classics and a connoisseur’s wine cellar. Included on the extensive 

beverage list are wines almost never seen anywhere else in the world, ranging from the $485 a glass Fladgate 

Scion 1855 Vintage Port to the $27,000 a bottle 1985 Romanee-Conti Grand Cru.  

Access to this exclusive lounge is made through a discreet entrance. One of  the salon’s most dramatic features 

is the illuminated, custom-made glass vitrine, showcasing the curated rare scotches. Extending through the 

center of  the landmarked stairwell that connects Rarities with the hotel’s other cocktail bar, Tavern on 51, the 

display is arranged to look like precious jewels, allowing patrons to view each unique bottle and read the 

attributes of  the scotch as they ascend the staircase.  

Working with the New York practice of  HOK, The New York Palace recently renovated the space, 

reupholstering the walls, installing new carpets, and adding an eclectic mix of  period-inspired furniture, 

ambient lighting, antiques and artwork to complement the historic elements such as the original fireplace, 

stained glass window, millwork and ceiling. Inspired by the richness of  whiskey, the décor consists of  

aubergine, burnt red and amber colors combined with the original wood, evoking a sense of  timeworn 

elegance in a regal and rarefied atmosphere.  

It is the combination of  access and privacy that makes Rarities so unique. Guests may arrange their own 

private functions or join curated experiences featuring winemakers and master distillers. Rarities will become 

an extension of  one’s home, perfect for a quiet drink before and after dinner or a meeting point for hotel 

guests staying in the upstairs suites.  

To make a reservation, please call the Rarities Ambassador between Tuesday and Saturday at 917-202-8379. 

For general information, call 212-303-7701 or visit www.raritiesnyc.com.  

### 
 
 

About The New York Palace  

http://www.newyorkpalace.com/
http://www.newyorkpalace.com/
http://www.hok.com/
http://www.raritiesnyc.com/


The New York Palace, a luxury midtown hotel on the corner of 50th & Madison, completed a $140 
million redesign in the fall of 2013. The renovation transformed the property’s premier rooms and 
suites in The Towers, a hotel-within-a-hotel. Additional upgrades included new lobbies, specialty 
suites and restaurants and bars including Trouble’s Trust, The Lobby Lounge, Tavern on 51, 
Rarities and Pomme Palais. In addition to 24,000 square feet of updated event space, The Palace is 
home to private spaces located in the historic Villard Mansion that feature 19th century interiors and 
are ideal for lavish weddings, events and dinners. With 909 rooms and suites, The Palace is known 
for unparalleled splendor, spectacular views, spacious rooms and exquisite service. Located across 
the street from St. Patrick’s Cathedral and only steps from Rockefeller Center -- the hotel’s world-
renowned courtyard incorporates motifs from several 15th-century Italian cathedrals and has 
served as the entranceway to the historic Villard Mansion since 1882. The New York Palace 
gracefully blends the landmark Villard Mansion with a contemporary 55-story tower. Guests can 
reserve accommodations online at www.newyorkpalace.com or contact reservations at 1-800-NY-
PALACE (1-800-697-2522). 
 
About HOK 
HOK is a global design, architecture, engineering and planning firm. Through a network of 24 
offices worldwide, HOK provides design excellence and innovation to create places that enrich 
people’s lives and help clients succeed. For four consecutive years, Design Intelligence has ranked 
HOK as a leader in sustainable and high-performance design. For more information, visit: hok.com  
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