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A Paper for People who care about the West

Jeff DeBonis leans on an old-growth tree near his home in Oregon

Forester challenges his agency to a discussion
DeBonis is a timber sales, planner on

the Blue River district of the Willamette
(will-AM-et) National Forest. He leads-
teams of scientists into the steep forests
of the Cascade Mountains to study the
soil, water and wildlife, and write the
environmental analyses required by law
before those forests can be cut down.

He's seen the effects of logging
throughout the Americas, as a forester
with the Peace Corps in EI Salvador, for
the Agency for International Develop-
ment in Brazil, and with the Forest Ser-
vice in Montana's Kootenai and Idaho's
Nez-perce. But it wasn't until he trans-
ferred last autumn to the Willamette, the
biggest timber-producing forest in the
national forest system, that what he saw
made him open his mouth.

Now he has become, if not a
whistleblower, a cry of conscience, an
advocate, for preserving the country's
fast disappearing old-growth trees.

---_JJby Jim Stiak

The McKenzie River flows
- behind Jeff DeBonis' house

near Leaburg, Ore. Log
trucks roll by in front. In between is
DeBonis - in more ways than one. An
l l-year veteran of the US Forest Ser-
vice, a small man with a lot of energy,
he's wedged between a desire to protect
some of the world's lushest forests and a
job that helps turn them into 2 by 4s.

"All along I had an idea that things
weren't quite what they should have
been," he says. "But things -had not gone
far enough until I got to the Willamette.
If you look at a map of what's been
logged the last three decades, it looks
like a shotgun. Road-induced slide areas"
streams accumulating lots of gravel,
obvious cumulative effects. Back in the
Nez-perce, in watersheds not nearly so
impacted, we shut off the logging."

In January, he sat down at a terminal
in his district headquarters and key-
boarded a memo into the Forest Ser-
vice's internal computer mail system.

"The timber industry's attempt to
squeeze every last acre of ancient forest
to support a declining industry is doing
so at the expense of the rest of Oregon's
economy," he typed.

"The Forest Service and the BLM
are perceived by the conservation corn-
munity as heing advocates of the timber

industry's agenda. Based on my 13 years
of forestry I believe this charge to be
ttue."

The memo found its way through
the Forest Service, into some Sierra Club
newsletters, 'and into the hands of the
timber industry. The slaff at Willamette
National Forest headquarters in Eugene
began receiving calls and letters,
demanding, that they muzzle their loose
cannon. The slaff was unswayed, reply-
ing diplomatically, ''You don't want us to
fire him - that'll make a martyr out of
hi ..un.

"The Forest Service is a diverse
workplace, with opinions from one end
of the spectrum to the other," explains
Willamette spokesman Jerry Mason.
"And we're not eager to squelch those
opinions."

Nonetheless, DeBonis was walked
to the woodshed and warned against

(Continued0"page 10)
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Boulder Potluck
!II- Every four months, the board of the High Country Foundation, which operates High

Country News, meets in a different part of the region to set policy, examine finances and
do other business that may come before it.

The reward for the board and staff is the evening potluck for readers that follows
each meeting. The spring meeting will be held in Boulder, Colo., on Saturday and Sun.
, day, June 17 and 18. The potluck will be held Saturday, June 17, starting at 6:30 p.m., in
the Damon Room of the National Center for Atmospheric Research in Boulder,

We ask that you bring a dish 10 share and tableware, There are no cooking facilities,
so the dishes cannot be warmed. Beverages will be provided. Those planning to come
should RSVP to: HCN Board Meeting, Box 1090, Paonia, Colo. 81428.

NCAR can be reached by taking U.S. 3610 the Table Mesa Exit. Go west on Table
Mesa Drive 10NCAR, 1850 Table Mesa Drive, Readers everywhere are invited.

drs Young
Although it feels and probably looks

years younger, High Country News is
now between 19 and 20 years old. We
say "between" because HCN originated
as Camping News Weekly on May 2,
1969. It was not until Tom Bell look it
over in early 1970 that it became High
CoUnlry News.

We have used this ambiguity to arbi-
IJarily schedule the poblication of a 20th
anniversary issue (china) for this fall.
Rather than have the occasion slip by in
the heat of everyday events, we got our-
selves organized early, and alreedy have
in hand wonderful articles and essays
from the paper's former staff members.
More, we lire promised, are on the way.

As long-time readers know, HCN
suffered a discontinuity in place and
time when it moved from its birthplace
in Lander, Wyo., to Paonia, Colo., six
years ago this August. In part; that break
had already occurred, due to the 'move-
ment 10 other places or other activities
by the people who had kept the paper
going, through thin and thinner, for 14
years in Lander. But the physical move
- dicIated by the inability of the High
Country Foundation board to find new
staff members willing 10 relocate to Lan-
der .:...aggravated the break.

In our first few years, the present
staff spent little time looking back,
something that was easier to do in new
swroundings. But la1ely we have found
ourselves going back 10 those old papers
- now handsomely bound between hard
covers - with great in teresi, affection
and admiration.

We spent part ofa snowy February f
week rereading the old HCNs, and found
them filled with treasures, The reprinpng ,

of Bruce Hamilton's mid-1970s inter-
view with Edward Abbey came 'from
that rereading.

We found that ,there is little new
under HeN's sun (which is perhaps why
we avoided looking back during our ear-
lier years with the paper). The-present
staff is simply mopping up after founder
Tom Bell, who defined in his four years
with the paper all the issues the paper
has covered since then, and some that
have been neglected.

The former HCN staffs have
responded with quickness and generosity
to our requests for manuscripts. Perhaps
remembering their own days as editors
and the painfulness of rejecting
manuscripts, they have all included
much the same cover note: 'This proba-
bly isn't what you had in mind, so feel
free to not use it. I had a good time just
recalling those days,"

In looking back to 1969, itbecame ,
clear that the least permanent part of
High Country News is its staffs. The per.
manent part of the paper is its back
issues, its files, and, most of all, its sub-
scribers.

And that is 'the point of this column.
We invite readers, especially long-time
readers, and present and former free-
lance writers for the paper, to share with
us their views and memories of HCN .
We have come across people over the
past several years who have told us,
casually, that "HCN changed my life."
One person was moved to move West to
volunteer in one of Gary Hart's senatori-
al campaigns. The HCN story which
accomplished that said Hart was in polit-
ical Irouble. Another person came from
the East to settle in Laramie, Wyo.,
because of a story or stories in HCN.

We welcome your letter whether or
not you changed regions. As when we
approached the former staff, we are not
at all sure what we expect from readers
and HCN freelancers in the way of
observations and reminiscences. If we
knew, we could produce the material in-
house.

We cannot promise to print what we
receive. But we do promise to read
everything we get, and we also promise
that those letters will help shape this
anniversary issue.

The first manuscripts weren't what
we had in mind, since we knew very lit.
tle ebout those days in Lander. But now,
when each envelope arrives, we know
what to expect: Emotional but unsenti-
mental evocations of wbat was a remark-
able period in the history of the West.

It takes nothing away from the wag-
on-train and push-cart pioneers of the
19th centory to say that what the Lander
staffs of HCN did challenges in every
sense the accomplishments of those ear.
lier pioneers' ' '- ,',
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NEAT STl'FF

RANCH MANAGER NEEDED. Small.
remote homestead-type guest and working
ranch in the north Idaho area wants a respon-
sible couple for immediate opening. Ideal
candidate: a hardworking rugged individual
with business acumen, irreproachable integri-
ty. ecol~gicalsensitivity and experience with
cattle, saddle animals, haying and equipment
and x-c ski touring. Position is largely
autonomous. Exceptional natural surround-
ings. Wageslbenefits over $25,000. Phone
509/44g-3020.\(lxlI B)

THE FOREST TRUST seeks a fores'er '0
lead a program providing assistance to grass-
fOOts organizations working on issues emerg.
_ing from the implementation of national for-
est plans, Apply to P.o, Bnx 9238, Santa Fe,
NM 87504.5051983-8992. (2x10 p)

ORGANIZER - POWDER RIVER BASIN
RESOURCE COUNCIL - Wyoming envi-
ronmental and rural grassroots organization.
Sheridan office. Work with members to
implement an energy: conservation education
pmgram. Requires driving. flexible schedule
and skills in working with people, research,
word-processing, fundraising and planning.
$12,400, health benefits, 24 vacation days.
Resume, references and writing sample to
PRBRC. Box 1178, Douglas, WY 82633 by
J\Dle 10. (lxll p) . ,

CLASSIFIED ADS cos, 30 cents per word,
pre-paid, $5 minimum. General rates for dis-
play are $8/column inch if camera-ready;
SID/column inch if we make up. Send your
ad with payment to: HeN, Box 1090, Paonia,
CO 8142g or call 303/527-4898 for more
infonnation.r---------------------------------,

I HIGH COUNTRY NEWSI '
I A paper for people who care about the West

o One year -$24 *0One year, institution· $34
o Two years - $42 *0Two years, institution -$60

·Institutional rate applies to any subscription paid for with a business, gov.
ernment, or other organization check. Public and school libraries may sub.
scnbe at the $24 rate.

oMy check is enclosed, or, 0 charge my credit card
o Visa 0 MasterCard: acct. no. _
,Expiration date,__ ~=:__-

Signature, _
o Please bill me
Name ~_-- _
Address, _

I
I

City, State, Zip I
Please mail to: HeN,Box 1090, Paonia, CO 81428 IL-------------- ~

YELWWSTONE FIRE ECOt.OGY TREK.
Join our three-day llama trek to see and expe-
rience the rebirth of Yellowstone Park, Aug.
21-23. Led by professional biologists and
experienced mountain guides. Our sixth year
of leading gounnet llama treks in the North-
ern Rockies. For color brochure and informa~
.tion packet write Yellowstone Llamas, Box
5042-H. Bozeman. MT 59717 (406/586-
6872), (4x8 p)

TURAN & ASSOCIATES, LITERARY
AGENCY, Box 361643, Melbourne, FL
32936-1643. Please write for more infonna·,
tion. (2xll p)

FOR THE MEADOWS: to benefit the Jack.
son Hole Land Trust for purchase of conser-
vancy land near WtIson. Wyo,. there will be a
concert with the Prisma Chamber' Artists. the
local Dance Workshop and poe' Chip Rawl.
ins. Featured is "Out of the Flames," a dance
piece inspired by the forest fires of 1988.
J\Dle 7, 8 pm, Grand Teton Room, Snow King
Resort, Jackson, Wyo. Con.tact: Georgia
Gaviotis at 307/733-0666, (!xII)

PHOTOYOLTAIC POWER SYSTEMS:
:Composting toilets; designs and devices for
high quality, low impact living. 'Natural
Resource Co,. 208/787-2495, (th Jy p)

I

MUCH WILDLIFE AND A FEW CAlTLE
RANCH, Probably the finest natural wildlife
sanctuary in Colorado. 14,600 deeded' acres
on the mountain in one block with aspen.
spruce, pine, meadows, canyons, views, three
miles of trout stream, numerous springs,
three good trout lakes plus 400 deeded acFes
on Gunnison River. BLM pennit. Runs 500
cows. Perfect habitat for mule d~er. elk,
turkey, bear, and many other species. Hour
from Grand Junction jet airport. Color
brochure and video. $4.500,000. Jack Treece
Land Sales, 770 Horizon Drive, Grand Junc-
tion, CO 81506, Phone 303/243-4170,(1/111»
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Abbey's clan gathers to rededicate ,!~~lf",
It was a fitting homage to a writer

linked to the preservation of the natural
world.

"This is -a rededication of purpose
and place. We shall go forth with a
vengeance," said Utah writer Terry Tem-
pest Williams.

"Howl and wait for his echo. The
canyons of southern Utah are giving
birth to' the coyote clan - hundreds and
maybe thousands of individuals who are
quietly subversive on behalf of the land.
They are infiltrating our neighborhoods
in the most respectable ways with their
long and bushy tails tucked discreetly
inside their pants or beneath their skirts."

"I hear his words: 'What we need
now are heroes and heroines - about a
million of them ... Sentiment without
action is the ruin of the soul.' "

It was a theme replayed and ampli-
fied for the 400 people gathered on a
slickrock plateau overlooking Arches
National Park. What drew them May 20
was a sunrise memorial for Edward
Abbey, who died March 14.

WriterBarry Lopez said, "What has
brought me up short is (a) beast called
by different names in different countries:
Chernobyl, BhophaI, Exxon Valdez. The
exhalation of the beast withers the trees
of New England as it inhales the forests
of the Amazon."

Lopez said of Edward Abbey, "I
admired him because he could laugh.
The beast could not devour him because
the beast could not possess him.

"To have heard the news of him
since he passed on was to know that he
now courts the dimensions of (John)
Muir, not merely as an iconoclastic hero
\Ie~c~50'PJ?I~~,.~i_sionl;U'Y,but as a galva-
nizer. The news will always be heavy
and Ed will always remind us to speak
clearly," Lopez said. "And he will
remind each of us in our humble and
uncertain and uncomplicated ways to do
what we can to bring light, to view a
- world larger than our own and to throttle
the beast."

Besides being classed with Muir,
Abbey has also been called a Western
version of Henry David Thoreau by,
among others, novelist Larry McMurtry.

Writer Ann Zwinger said at the ser-
vice that Abbey went Thoreau one better.
"Thoreau went to the wilderness and
came home to mother's for dinner every
night. Ed Abbey went to the wilderness
and stayed," she said.

The general public may know
Abbey's voice best as that of.a -radical.
The Earth First! "ecotage" movement

Higb Country News -June 5, 1989-3

EdwardAbbeyat tbe University of Montana, 1985

directly traces its lineage to Abbey's
ideas, especially as they are laid out in
his most popular novel, The Monkey
Wrench Gang. Abbey's friend Dave
Foreman, the national head of Earth
First!, honored that link at the memorial.

"Ed once said ... that one brave deed
was worth a thousand books. He was
disparaging his own contribution," Fore-
man said.v'Every book oCEd Abbey's,
every essay, every story has launched a
thousand brave deeds."

Vet Abbey held a far larger appeal.
"His urgency was the lever under iner-
tia," wrote Wallace Stegner in a letter
read at the memorial by poet Wendell
Berry.

"He had the zeal of a true believer
and the stinger of a scorpion in defend-
ing a natural, free, unmanaged, unman-
handled wilderness of his chosen coun-
try. He was a red-hot moment in the con-
science of the country, and I suspect the
half-life of his intransigence will turn out
to be comparable to that of uranium. We
will miss him. The comfort is that when
we need him, he will still be there."

To Berry himself, Abbey was first a
patriot.

"Patriotism, let us remember, is the
love of one's country, not the love of air

conditioning or of the interstate highway
system, the government or the flag or
power or money or munitions. It is the
love of country. Patriotism of that kind is
in short supply in our day. People who
love their country, outnumbered as they
are by our domestic enemies, are often in
need of couragevCourage, moreover,
that no one is capable of having alone.

At tbe Abbey memortat, overlooking Arcbes National Park, Utab

. To them, E<I Abbey has been and will be
a giver of courage."

"I praise the joyous rage that justified
his page," Berry said.

Phrases like "joyous rage" fit Abbey
well, and explain much of why his cur-
mudgeonly ways went down hard with
some people. His value was that he goaded
friends and enemies alike. Foreman said
Abbey's goading was his true value to the
environmental movement, best understood
through a phenomenon in most primitive
cultures that is demonstrated by the mud-
head kachinas among Southwest Indians.

"In all primal cultures there are forces
like the mud-head kachinas, the tricksters
that, while the most sacred ceremonies are
going on, they are making fun ..." Foreman
said. "Ed Abbey was the mud-head kachi-
na of the whole social-change movement
in this country. It is to our everlasting
shame as idealists that more of us didn't
understand that Ed was trickster Iarting in
polite company and pissing on overblown
egos."

As the singing, crying and eulogies
ended, and the people left, the feel of the
land remained. In the unforgiving .vistas of
the desert you.could begin to understand
the meaning of ringing 'words like integrity,
freedom and courage. Itwas this very land-
scape that gave rise to Desert Solitaire. the
book that most punched the power of
Abbey's character into the battle to defend
wilderness.

It is a book that clearly derives its
power by respecting the link between
thought, spirit and place. To be in that
place is to understand why words con-
ceived with the clarity of a desert sunrise
can summon generations of environmental-
ists to do baule, .,

-Richard Manning

The writer works for the Missoulian, a
daily newspaper in Montana.

Listening:Jobn DePuy, Doug Peacock and Terry Tempest Williams
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HOTLINE
Left in the lurch

An Indian woman told a Senate
committee investigating fraud and mis-
management of Indian resources that she
lost her home, her children and was
unable to find work after' her oil well
royalty payments suddenly, ceased. Oil
and gas wells on Indian lands are policed
by the Department of Interior. But when
Mary Limpy, a Cheyenne-Arapaho from
Oklahoma, sought government help and
produced evidence of the theft, she got
no response, reports the Arizona Repub-
lic. "I wasn't getting any checks; I
wasn't getting any answers to my ques-
tions," she said. Other testimony hefore
the committee showed that Limpy is not
unique, and that individuals, rather than
tribes, are likely to be victimized
because federal law forbids them from
auditing leases on their own land. In
response, the Native American Rights
Fund based in Boulder, Colo., filed a
federal, class-action lawsuit charging the
government with abrogating its treaty
pledge to protect Indian lands and
resources. "It's obvious the system now
does not deliver solutions, just prob-
lems," said Steve Moore, the lawyer
handling the case. Filed almost three
years ago, the suit charges that the gov-
ernment failed to protect Indians by fail-
ing to police companies leasing-Indian
land.

Hie""",,, Bridge, CapitolReef
NatiolUll Park

A symphony for Utah
A symphony is in the works which

may help win votes in Washington for
Rep. Wayne' Owen's Utah wilderness
bill. The Utah chapter of the Sierra Gub
has commissioned John 'Duffy, an
Ernmy-award-winnlng composer, to
write a symphony to express the natural
beauty of southern Utah. Utah chapter
chair Gibbs Smith says he hopes the
work will draw attention to Owens' bill
and build support for it in Congress.
Opposed by most of Utah's congression-
al delegation, the bill would designate as
wilderness 5.1 million acres of land in
the Colorado Plateau and the Great
Basin. The symphony, called "Utah: A
Sierra Symphony," will debut Nov. 29 at .
New York's Lincoln Center.

BAIU3S
You've convinced us. Let's ban

automobiles, too.
Pro-gun columnist Jay Fraser wrote

the following in the Casper Star-Tribune:
"An automobile driven into a people-
packed sidewalk at a high rate of speed
is more deadly" than an assault rifle.

The Gray-Ranch: an ecological
d ::-------,
j

New Mexico conservationists are
asking the federal government to buy a
500-square-mile ranch that preserves
desert wildlife in astounding biological
variety.

Named for a long-forgotten home-
steader, the Gray Ranch stretches north
from the Mexican border in the far west
comer of the state to take in most of the
45-mile-long Animas Mountains and
surrounding desert. Seventy-five species
of mammals, more than are found in any
national park or wildlife refuge, live in
habitats that range from dry grasslands
to a forested 8,553-foot-high crest. •

"At first sigh t, the Gray Ranch
doesn't hold the grandeur of a Yellow-
stone or Yosemite," says David Hender-
son, the National Audubon Society's
New Mexico representative. "But once
you start wafking out on the ground, you
realize what a treasure it is."

A family from Mexico City, Mexi-
co, now owns the ranch, hiring a manag-
er and 12 hands to graze 15,000 steers on
a 323,548-acre expanse .:

The Nature Conservancy, a private
land conservation organization, is nego-
tiating to buy the ranch, now up for sale
at a value appraised at $16.5 million.
And the Fish and Wildlife Service is
studying proposals to acquire the ranch
from the Conservancy and turn it into the
Animas National Wildlife Refuge. Ani-
mas-is a Spanish word meaning "soul."

''The ranch has some very important
wildlife resources, and I'm sure we can
find a way to have it preserved," says
New Mexico Sen. Jeff Bingaman, D.

But local ranchers are saying they
like 'things the way they are. They fear
the' refuge will draw visitors who will
disturb livestock and litter rangelands.

"It's a change, and it means that
more people will be coming down here,"
says Miles Brown, a ranch manager/'We
like to live out here and more develop-
ment is going to make things worse."

''I'm not opposed to a refuge, but I
am opposed to the government acquiring
more land," adds rancher Nancy Duley,
who operates the Bard Cattle Co. on the
Gray Ranch's western boundary.

State Land Commissioner William
R. Humphries objects to a federal refuge
because that might block New Mexico
from developing its oil and gas rights.
He suggests keeping the ranch privately
owned but protecting it through some
form of conservation easement. Rep. Joe
Skeen, R., a rancher who represents
southern New ,Mexico, goes further: He
reportedly insists on keeping the ranch
open for grazing as a condition of sup-
porting acquisition.

U.S. Border Patrol officers now
patrol dusty Gray Ranch roads on the
lookout for drug smugglers. But
otherwise, time seems to have passed the
ranch by. Biologists say its forests and
grasslands remain in nearly pristine con-
dition even after a century of use by cat-
tle.

Right now, the ranch preserves "a
large, almost intact ecosystem," says
Michael J. Spear, the Fish and Wildlife
Service's southwestern regional director.
Douglas fir stands, common to the rain-
soaked Pacific Northwest, grow amid
pines and colorful white-barked aspens
near the Animas Mountains. Down in the
valleys in both the east and west, buffalo
and' grama grasses, typical of the Great
Plains, grow thick and tall. Cottonwoods
and willows shade dry streambeds and
the wet meadows, called cienagas in the
Southwest, that are nurtured by shallow
groundwater.

Javalina, coatimundi, rare white-sid-
ed jackrabbits, ridgenosed rattlesnakes

Animas Mountains, Gray Rancb

and other reptiles, birds and plants usual-
ly found in Mexico extend northward
onto the ranch. Mountain lions, black
bears and Coues white-tailed deer are
found in Animas Mountains canyons,
while mule deer and pronghorn antelope
live down on the grasslands. Bald and
golden eagles, hawks, peregrine falcons,
kestrels; wild turkeys, roadrunners, west-
ern tanagers, Mexican chickadees,
plovers, killdeers, warblers and sparrows
are among the birds occupying the ranch.

Biologists say the ranch, provides
potential babitat for n endangered.
species. The last grizzly bear was driven
from the Animas range in 1921 and '
killed across the border in Chihuahua: In
1965, a Fish and Wildlife Service trapper
snared the last Mexican gray wolf killed
in the United States near a den on the
range's western slope. The agency has
assured ranchers it has no plans to
release captive-bred Mexican wolves,
now extinct from the wild in this coun-
try, on the proposed Animas refuge.

The ranch also holds 13 large
archaeological sites, dating from 1150 to ,
1400 A.D., used by prehistoric people
with close ties to the Casas Grandes cul-
ture of northern Mexico. The Fish and
Wildlife Service is suggesting that the
National Park Service, a sister U.S. Inte-
rior Department agency, manage the
Casas Grandes sites within the planned
refuge.

Both the Nature Conservancy and
Fish and Wildlife Service say they plan
to lease Gray Ranch grasslands for graz-
ing while they study why the range
remains in such good shape. The conser-
vancysays the ranch provides a model
for cooperative U.S.-Mexican steps to
promote wildlife conservation on private

•SUrVIVOr

and public rangelands along both sides
of the border.

"The grassland communities at the
lower elevations of the Gray Ranch are
in better shape than anything else we've
seen in the Southwest.t'says Tom Wolf,
development director for the group's
New Mexico office.

As private land, theranch now is
closed to hunters, birdwatchers and other
visitors unless the ranch manager gives
permission. In Lordsburg, an old South-
~rn Pacific Railro_ad,19"!h.1Q~mi\~s.19!!!S
north, local officials view the proposed
•. ." . '. l' - , ~ "

refuge as a badly needed attraction that
WIll entice tourists to stop off on their
way between Tucson and El Paso on
Interstate 10. Fish and Wildlife Service
officials say they will spend $3.8 million
to build a visitor center and camp-
grounds and open the Animas refuge to
hunting.

"Now, people don't get to go down
there at all," says Hidalgo County Com-
missioner Joe Burgess. He says the
Bootheel Sportsmen's Association, a
hunters' group, supports federal acquisi-
tion.

Conservationists saythat the chance
to protect the ranch's unique biological
values could be lost unless Bingaman
takes the lead in pushing for a refuge.
They worry that Japanese investors who
have been buying Southwestern ranches
may be next in line unless the govern-

-ment moves quickly. And at the Gray
Ranch's price, they fear that any private
buyer would be forced to break it up into
second-home resorts or reap short-term
profits, by "mining" its prime grasslands
with large numbers of cattle.

- TomArmndale
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Idaho court is merciful to stockgrower
The president of the Idaho Wool- • .

growers Association was fined only $50 E ~' . -' o
for. illegally plowing the controversial ~ '. . .\ .
Egin-Hamer road in eastern Idaho.:t .

The president, Jeff Siddoway, (5 ~ • _.'.....
plowed the road last January, when it ---' :L':'
was closed to protect the range of Ida-
ho's largest wintering elk herd. Sid-
doway's action and the light sentence
have again stirred up one of Idaho's most
bitter public land disputes.

In 1986, the Bureau of Land Man-
agement's Idaho Falls district manager
refused a request from Jefferson and Fre-
mont counties for a nine-mile right-of-
way between the tiny farm towns of
Hamer and Egin. Area farmers and
ranchers wanted to gravel an existing
stock driveway across the flat high
desert west of St, Anthony to make agri-
cultural shipping from the remote area a
bit easier. Since the route traversed win-
ter range for some 2,000 elk, and was
overwhelmingly opposed in public com-
ment, BLM said no.

But, after a visit from Idaho's
Republican candidate for governor, Dave
Leroy, and a call or two from idaho Sen.
Steve Symms, R., Interior Secretary Don
Hodel ordered a turnaround. The district
manager was transferred and BLM
reopened its analysis.

In 1987, BLM granted the right-of-
way on condition the road close from
November through April. Once again
Symms and area ranchers met with
Hodel, and once again he ordered a
change. The closure was cut a month on
each end.

Conservationists, sportsmen and the
nearby Shoshone-Bannock tribes were
predictably outraged. At the public hear-
ings after Hodel's first intervention, Jeff
Siddoway 'thieatenoo to build a fence on
his land to preveni many of the elk fnxh
reaching their winter range.

Conservationists demanded the ter-
mination of Siddoway's grazing leases
on public land. In the end, the ranchers
and counties won; an appeal of the new
decision was rejected and roadwork was
completed in 1988. Jefferson and Fre-
mont counties adopted ordinances to
enforce the winter closure.

Last Jan. 17, however, a state Fish
and Game biologist doing aerial elk sur-
veys discovered that the gate on the
road's west end was down, the road
plowed and about 1,000 sheep were
being herded across, Some 500 elk were
bedded down near the gate and some
were trailing the haywagon accompany-
ing the sheep. .

The sheep belonged to rancher Bill
Enget. BLM later fined him just over
$100 for trespass. On Ian. 23, Iefferson
County charged Ieff Siddoway with a
misdemeanor for the plowing. He admit-
ed the act and charged in return that the
BLM area manager bad given him oral
pennission to do so. The manager denied
it, '

In late April, District Magistrate
Michael Kennedy fined Siddoway $50,
with a one-year probation. '

"I want the message to go out,'
Kennedy said. "If it happens again the
second person to break the ribbons of the
road closure probably won't get by with
this type of a sentence." The BLM nei-
ther appeared nor subm'itted any testimo-
ny for the proceeding; thus, Siddoway's
claim that he had permission went
unchallenged in the record.

The Idaho Falls Post-Register spoke
for road oppunents a few days later.
"Renegade snow-plowers in Fremont
and Iefferson counties must be' shaking
in their cowboy boots," its editorial said.
"Kennedy's threat to throw the bonk at
the NEXT person who violates the road

closure is the legal equivalent of bad oat-
meal. It's thin, it's lukewarm, and it
smells funny." The editorial blasted
BLM for its "spineless" invisibility on
the issue.

"I think the verdict just typifies the
situation in the whole upper Snake River

. Valley," says Randy Morris, a leader of'
the Committee for Idaho's High Desert
"There's a disease in land management
in southern Idaho - repression of pro-
fessionalism. The political winds are
pretty clear."

Although the right-of-way is subject
to revocation if the counties don't
enforce the winter closure, Morris says
he's been told by BLM that Siddoway's

action and the sentence do not constititue
failure to enforce.

"I suppose we could appeal, but we
know what BLM's response would be,"
Morris says. "We'd have to be prepared
to go to court, and we're not in that posi-
tion." A She-Ban Council member, Mar-
vin Osborne, said the tribe might well
take the mauer to federal court,

What about Magistrate Kennedy's
stem warning against future violations?
"I think there'll be constant violations-
one to five a year - until BLM takes
some action," says Morris.

-Pat Ford

Keen eyes and an honest soul
A Texas teenager who found a Utah

, cave containing three I,OOO-year-old
Indian pots was honored recently. The
14-year-old, Mark Imhoff, of Houston,
Texas, chose not to take the artifacts but
instead to protect them.

Imhoff made his discovery in the
Gila National Forest in southwestern
New Mexico on Dec. 29, 1988. Scram-
bling around rocks on a bluff with his
dad and two brothers, he first stumbled
on a.small blackish pot, which he turned
in to 'jan Hurley, a wildem~ss ranger for
the Forest Service.

Before he and his family left the
area, Imhoff looked into some small
crevasses and caves. In one he saw a
huge unbroken pol Aware of federal law
that makes artifact looting a crime,
Imhoff and his parents did not touch
their find. Instead, they told the Forest
Service and marked the site with orange
tape staffers gave them. Then they broke
camp and went home.
_ The professionals who followed up

on the Imhoffs learned that the family
bad made a major discovery ..

''This is one of the most important
archaeological finds in the area in the
,~ 25 years," says Andrew Gulliford,
. director of the Western New Mexico
University Museum. The largest pot
measures two-feet high and I l/2-feet
across at its widest point, It is as large as
any Mogollon bow!" found and larger
than howls from the Mimbres period of
lOOO-Il50.

Mark ImboU
Last month, Mark Imhoff was hon-

ored during New Mexico's Historic
Preservation Week with a certificate of
appreciation for his discovery of cultural
artifacts and a Governor's Award. As a
memento, Imhoff received a half-size
replica of the largest pot he found. Itwas
made by Paul and Laurel Thornburg of
Canelo, Ariz., who specialize in repro-
ductions of aneient Mimbres pots, which
are a target of looters. '

When asked why he did not keep'
the pots for himself, Mark Imhoff says,
"I dido't really need them for anything
and it's against the law." .

GUa National Forest stilDer Betb Martinez holds one qf~be pots

Agency shifts priorities
The nation's largest dam builder is

breaking new ground. After constructing
355 dams and more than 16,000 miles of
canals in 17 states in the West, the
Bureau of Reclamation announced an
unusual partnership. It has agreed to give
Trout Unlimited, a nonprofit organiza-
tion that works to protect and improve
trout and salmon habitat, an advisory
role in the management of streams,
rivers and lakes on portions of the 8.5
million acres of land under the bureau's
domain. The two groups have often been
at odds over dam and irrigation propos-
als but have agreed to explore joint pro-
jects that could enhance and expand fish
habitat. They also plan to expand recre-
ation and better manage existing fish-
eries, says the Bureau of Reclamation.
Crime in Northwest
forests

Ninety-five percent of timber thefts
in the Northwest's national forests go
undiscovered, according to a report by
investigators for the House Appropria-
tions Committee. The December 1988
report, Timber Theft in the Pacific
Northwest Region of the US Forest Ser-
vice, found that "so-called legitimate
timber purchasers" have moved timber
sales boundaries, cut trees outside
boundaries, buried the stumps of illegal-
ly cut trees, trucked lumber when scaling
stations were closed and otherwise
defrauded the government of millions of
dollars. Bid-rigging, on which one
rangerdistrict alone lost up to $12 mil-
lion, is a practice that is "still very
widespread," the report concludes, but
the Forest Service bas in the past taken
"only limited action to Institute curbs':'
Several rangers told the Invesiigators
that-current timber sales procedures in
the region are a "license to steal."

Utab BLMfavors
bighorn

A recent decision by the BLM in
Utah may save five rare desert bighorn
sheep (HeN, 2(27189). The Bureau of
Land managenient denied a request by
rancher Ioe Iriart to change the use of his
53,OOO-acre grazing allotment on Utah's
San Rafael swell, 50 miles southwest of
Green River. Iriart wanted to run 1,500
commercial sheep and 197 cattle rather
than the 416 eattle currently allowed, a
change that could have threatened the
bighorn, a species only recently restored
to the Wesl The BLM's environmental
assessment warned that diseases carried
by domestic sheep could prove fatal to
the five bighorn. ''We had a big public
response against the change," said the
BLM's lim Dryden, the official primari-
ly responsible for the decisiOl!, "but I've
got a feeling the rancher plans to
appeaL" Mark Hughes, an attorney with
the Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund in
Denver, Colo., praised Dryden's deci-
sion, which also protects bighorn sheep
in adjoining wilderness study areas.~ t13AHBS

But the company doesn't oppose
double talk.

In the wake. of the Alaska oil spill,
Exxon Corp. still maintains its opposi-
tion to double-hull tankers, saying they
make spills more likely.

Good. We were running out of
things to read.

Trade sources say that the 3,000
existing consumer magazines will be
joined by me end of the year by 800 new
_gazmes.
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make better dumping areas than the'
humid East. Several criticized the Lords-
burg dump idea, and a handful termed it
"crazy,"

While the desert bas far less rainfall
than more humid areas to carry haz-
ardous chemicals to the groundwater,
ecologist Timothy Fischer, a federal con-
,tract'lr for IT Corp., noted that WIPP, the
Waste Isolation Pilot Plant near Carls-
bad; may not always be a desert. The
nuclear dump's 2,150-foot-deep salt beds
already have endured 230,000 years of
climate changes, including spells as
glacial and tropical areas.

They could go through more change
before WIPP's plutonium-tainted waste
loses its radioactivity in another 240,000
years, said Fischer. He runs WIPP's eco-
logical monitoring program.

With hazardous wastes, meanwhile,
organic solvents dumped in the desert
vaporize in the air. The vapors can move
rapidly through desert soils to ground-
water because those soils have more air
space than wetter soils, said speaker Tom
Hakonson of Los Alamos Research Lab-
oratory.

Yet Hakonson asserted the desert is
better than rainy areas for disposing of
nuclear wastes because water is, the pri-
mary medium transporting radionuclides
to groundwater. He and other researchers
at Los Alamos have designed a new type
of trench cap for covering low-level
nuclear waste dumps that 'they say sig-

, nificantly reduces the amount of water
that seeps into the ground.

University of New Mexico geologist
Douglas Brookins advocated study of
"poisoned playas" in Western deserts as
possible sites forhazardous or low-level
nuclear waste dumps. Poisoned playas
are dried lakebeds that have accumulated
natural or man-made heavy metals. As
long as they are closed basins that don't
connect to groundwater, they don't pose
a health hazard, he said.

Environmentalist Paul Robinson of
the southwest research center chided the
symposium's organizers for not inviting
speakers from government or communi-
ty groups,

'Deserts as Dumps' takes a coollook at a hot subject.
If it were not run by scientists and

technocrats, a symposium titled "Deserts
as Dumps" would beguaranteed to pack
political dynamite. After all, the spring
session on the subject was held in Las
Cruces, only a two-hour freeway drive
from Lordsburg, where Maryland's
Driggs Corp. has proposed building the
United States' largest garbage dump.

But the kind of passion that usually
follows the phrase "hazardous waste"
wherever it goes was conspicuously
absent at the Las Cruces symposium.

The more than 100 spectators who
filled a hotel conference room listened
quietly as 10 speakers poured out case
studies and showed slides of uranium
tailings piles, nuclear dumps and of
detailed charts listing hazardous chemi-
ca~s. Some of the speakers didn't even
directly address the symposium's basic
question: whether the desert is uniquely
suited as a place to dump hazardous or
nuclear waste.

There was polite applause, little
intense debate and no outraged citizen
groups or battle cries of "NIMBY - Not
in my backyard." That's how symposium
organizer Charles Reith wanted it. The
conference was to be ajechnical session
only, he stressed.

When one speaker, scientist John
Hawley of the New Mexico Bureau of
Mines and Mineral Resources, suggested
that even the best potential dump' sites
were only the "least bad" ones, an audi-
ence member asked why scientists
should even go on with waste disposal
rather than concentrate more on recy-
cling or waste reduction. '

Reith, an environmental engineer in
Albuquerque for the Jacobs Engineering
Group, replied that waste disposal is a
given, and the idea is to find the best
sites possible.

"I feel that political issues are
extremely-important, but too much focus
on the political issues hurts the technical
issues," Reith said later,

The biggest controversy provoked
by the session revolved around not what
the speakers said, but how organizers
had managed and promoted the sympo-
sium. Activists at Albuquerque's South-
west Research and Information Center
said the symposium title and theme'
encourage easterners to think the West is
opening its arms as a dumping ground,

"The way technicians present these
things is like we've all decided that the
desert is a great place to dump things,"
said Chris Shuey of the research center.
"That's bad policy. I think the communi-
ties where these wastes are generated
have an obligation to take care of these
problems themselves."

Reith and co-organizer Bruce
Thomson.of the University of New Mex-
'Icc's civil engineering department said
they don't advocate the use of deserts as
dumping grounds. They want to raise the
issue and make sure that the wastes are
disposed properly, if they go' in the
desert, they said

But Reith acknowledged he hopes
one outcome of the symposium and a
book he plans to produce on the subject
will "enlighten" a general public he says
is too swayed by the NIMBY philo-
sophy.

"That attitude poses a terrible bur-
den to the progress of an industry that is
essential for environmental protection. If
the public has a better understanding of
the issues, they won't necessarily 'be
opposed," said Reith. His company
designs disposal sites for the U.S.
Department of Energy's uranium mill
tailings reclamation program.

Almost anticlimactically, several
speakers said they dgn't !hink deserts

While some of the session's speak-
ers were from academia, Robinson noted
that many represented a list of corporate
"Who's Who" in hazardous waste dis.
posal, including US Ecology, the IT Cor-
poration; Jacobs Engineering Groups and
Roy F. Weston Inc. The companies have
designed, built or run dumps allover the
West for uranium mill tailings, solid
waste, nuclear waste or chemical haz-
ardous wastes.

"It's the politics of science, a very
aggressive marketing effort by the dump
management business," said Robinson.
"These people are intelligent and
informed, but they are seldom able to
communicate with the public."

Such, criticism is way off base,
replied Thomson. He noted that he
belongs to the Sierra Club and Audubon
Society, that Reith has served on govern-
ment task forces on solid waste disposal

and groundwater contamination, and
Hawley bas testified before both state
legislative arid congressional commit-
tees. It would be appropriate for some-
one else to sponsor a separate sympo-
.sium on the political and social issues of
hazardous waste in the desert, Reith said.

Symposium speaker Nikki Hobson,
a spokeswoman for the US Ecology fum
operating the low-level nuclear waste
dump near Beatty, Nev., also criticized
scientists for failing to communicate
effectively with the public. Scientists
must share the blame for the public per-
ception that anything nuclear is danger-
ous, she said.

"We become so immersed in our
technical activities ... You need to get
involved, and make sure you can com-
municate in terms that Joe Sixpack can
understand," she said.

-TonyDavis

Stapleton II is approved.
In a large turnout, and by a two-to-

one margin, voters in the city and county
of Denver, Colo., approved a replace-
ment for Stapleton Airport.

The pro- airport vote, which had
been strongly urged by Gov. Roy Romer,
Mayor Federico Pena, and the Colorado
congressional delegation, was greeted
with jubilation by the state leaders and
two major dailies. The Denver Post edi-
torialized: "Denver once again is a 'can-
do' city, a forward-thinking regional
center that is moving ahead."

The project was opposed by the
owners of hotels around Stapleton and
by some former Denver political leaders.
Nor was the airport supported by Den-
ver's two major carriers - United and
Continental airlines. Continental's gener-
al counsel, Ben Hirst, said after the vote,
"My feeling is that nothing bas changed.
Where is the $2.3 billion going to come
from?" Airport supporters discounted the
airlines' skepticism, saying that they fear
losing their current quasi-monopoly.

A question related to cost is: Where
will the passengers come from? Staple-
ton's traffic bas been dropping for the
past two years, and a significant number
of its 94 gates are now closed.

The new airport will be built on 53
square miles of land northeast of down-
town Denver. 11 will have 94 boarding
gates on two concourses, with a second
phase planned to take it to 120 gates. 11
will mean a longer commute than from
the downtown to Stapleton (the latter
will be closed when the new facility
opens), but the new airport will have
more widely spaced runways and the
impact of noise on existing communities
will be eased.

The scheduled summer ground-
breaking now hinges on acceptance of a '
controversial environmental impact
statement, on convincing the federal
government to come up with $500 mil-
lion, and on Denver's ability to raise the
remaining funds in the private market.

-Ed Marston
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Fighting over the Missouri's big buckets,

Drought In Soutb Dakota leaves a barge high and dry

The drought of 1987 and 1988 has
sent water levels on Missouri River
reservoirs plummeting toward record
lows. The situation is intensifying con-
flicts between upper and lower basin
states over river and reservoir manage-
ment and water allocations. It is another
chapter in the protracted struggle
between two distinctly different regions
served by the same river.

The arid upper basin, including the
Dakotas and Montana, has lost more

"than 1.5- million 'acres of valuable Mis-
r ~_ r ., '., y ¥ ',., -"I'
souri River bottomland. It lies beneath
waters backed behind six mainstem
darns, built as part of the Pick-Sloan Pro-
ject. The dams protect farmland and
cities in the more humid lower basin
states. River navigation and hydroelec-
tric power are other benefits enjoyed by
the southern portion of the basin.

As compensation for flooded bot-
tomlands, the upper basin states expect-
ed massive irrigation projects such as
Oabe and Garrison. However, Oahe was
stopped by South Dakota farm activists
in 1982, and Garrison's design has been
downsized and its fate remains uncer-
tain.

Consequently, tourism, recreation-
and wildlife - mainly fish - now com-
prise most of the benefits derived by the
upper basin states from the Missouri
River system. These uses are jeopardized
by a river management plan that rele-
gates them to a lower status than naviga-
tion or hydroelectric generation. -

The situation is particularly acute at
South Dakota's Lake Oahe, backed up
behind the Oahe Dam, near Pierre, S.D.
The 23 I-mile reservoir is a linchpin in
the state's tourism industry. Its fishing
opportunities attract anglers from around
the country and the state's governor,
George Mickelson, has made new vaca-
tion facilities along the reservoir an
important goal of his administration,

But by September, the reservoir
-could be n feet below normal. Already,
some boat ramps are marooned and
reservoir access could get uncomfortably
crowded. Mickelson fears that low water
will dissuade tourists and resort investors
as well.

Mickelson and fellow governors
George Sinner of North Dakota and Stan
Stephens of Montana have asked the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to con-
serve water in the reservoirs. In
response, the Corps has shortened the

river's navigation season and will reduce
hydropower. But the governors remain

- concerned that in addition to diminishing
recreation uses, irrigation and domestic
water users will suffer.

In 'an April 3 letter to the Corps" the
governors stated that river operations
"undermines the O'Mahoney-Milliken
amendment to the 1944 Flood Control
Act, which clearly designates upper
basin beneficial uses as a higher priority
than lower basin navigational use."

The 1944 Flood Control Act set the
plans' to harness the river into motion.
The intent of the amendment was to pro-
tect upper basin states' consumptive
needs from the more politically powerful
lower basin states. Generally speaking,
upriver states favor higher reservoir lev-
els during spring, not fall. •

The basis for river management is
the master regulation manual, authorized
by Congress in 1979. The manual lists
six priorities that the Corps attempts to
satisfy. First is flood control, which was
the impetus behind the 1944 act. Second
is irrigation and other upstream con-
sumptive uses. This reflects the
O'Mahoney-Milliken amendment. The
third priority is municipal and industrial
water supplies to downstream states.
Fourth is navigation. Fifth is hydroelec-
tric generation. And last are recreation,
fish and wildlife needs.

Criticism leveled at river manage-
ment regulations often cites this rigid
operations plan.

Ken Keenlyne, the Missouri River
coordinator for the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, suggests that greater
flexibility must be built into the priority
arrangement. "Missouri River manage-

HOTLINE
Rocky Flats balked, on
burning

A Department of Ene!'8y proposal to
incinerate plutonium-contaminated
waste at Rocky Flats Nuclear Weapons
Plant in Denver, Colo., is officially dead.
A federal district court recently let stand
a 1987 Sierra Club challenge of the
DOE's proposal to test-burn 3,100
pounds of combinedlow-level nuclear
and hazardous chemical waste (HeN,

ment," he advises, "must go for a better
mix of benefits,"

Keenlyne says the current drought
demonstrates why increased flexibility
and a better blending of benefits is nec-
essary. "Maybe, during periods of
drought," he explains, "recreation is a
higher priority than navigation," Keen-
lyne also thinks a thorough re-evaluation
of the river's management plan is over-
due. "The 1979 criteria don't fit any-
more," he says.

.Duane Sveum, who manages the
reservoir system for the Corps, acknow-
ledges the difficulty of satisfying all
interests. "There have been suggestions
that we be more conservative in the early
stages of a drought to support recre-
ation," says Sveum.

But the long relationship between
the Corps and navigation interests makes
it likely that navigation will be favored.
Kent Keenlyne's interpretation of the
operations manual seems to verify this,
According to Keenlyne, "Basically, what
that (manual) says is that the Corps will
do' good things for recreation, fish and
wildlife only as long as they don't inter-
fere with the first five priorities."

The current water crisis could trig- ,
ger the reform of Missouri River opera-
tion plans. There has long been talk of a
basin-wide administrative "authority" to
oversee the river and its reservoirs. Such
an idea seems to be gaining support.

Whatever does come out of this con-
troversy, one thing is certain. If Missouri
River states and interests remain divided,
the mission of those from outside the
basin who desire Missouri River water
will be that much simpler.

- Peter Carrels

3{2/87). The suit charged that ,theEnergy
Department had no intention of doing an
environmental assessment, as required
by the National Environmental Policy
Act, and that the proposal would violate
other federal laws governing the disposal
of hazardous waste. The Sierra Club
action prompted the agency to suspend
plans to burn the waste, and according to
Mark Hughes of the Sierra Club Legal
Defense Fund, Rocky Flats is under
court order not to bum anything. Hughes
says it is unlikely the proposal will be
resurrected, but if it is, it will refile. i

HOTLINE
Utahgets the nod

The EPA decided that a Utah com-
pany should bury 500,000 tons of radi-
um wastes that are still in Denver after
50 years. Envirocare of Utah will per-
manently store and Chern-Nuclear Sys-
tems of Columbia, S.C., will haul the
contaminated soils from the Denver sites
if an Environmental Protection Agency
contract is allowed to stand. But Umetco
Minerals, the company that had hoped to
bury the radium waste in tlhe abandoned
company town of Uravan, in western
Colorado, has not completely given up
its plan to store low-level nuclear waste
at its dumping ground. Jack j'rost, a
Umetco spokesman, said the Uravan site
could still receive waste from the Rocky
Mountain Compact states of Colorado,
New Mexico, Utah and Wyoming. "It's
like a card game, and we're just waiting
for the next card," said Frost. But. Umet-
co still needs federal approval of a land
transfer, plus amended licensing from
Montrose County and the state health
departroent if it is to become a regional
landfill. Opponents think that further
approval is unlikely. "The political cli-
mate has changed," said Kay Gerke of
the Western Colorado Congress, who led
the fight against the Uravan site. "We're
very pleased with the decision, but we
don't take anything for granted," she
added. Since the EPA's decision, a juris-
dictional bauIe has emerged between the
EPA and the Rocky Mountain'Low Lev-
el Waste Compact Board about which
has primacy over radium waste. The
EPA says it will proceed with its Utah
disposal plans whether or not the com-
pact board approves. .
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James Andrew and Hoover

The road warrior says:
Don't litter

The Utah Department of Transporta-
tion is using a trained mutt named
Hoover, a 'Road Warrior' look-alike,
and a beefed-up Chevy Malibu to pro-
mote its anti-litter campaign. In one tele-
vision ad, a youth dressed in punk
regalia throws a can from the window of
the moving Chevy, eliciting whimpering
protests from the dog and action from
the "Road Warrior" behind the wheel.
He promptly kicks the passenger out
while Hoover retrieves the can, reports
the Deserel News. Hoover, named for his
large appetite, is a search and rescue dog
who works for the Salt Lake County
Sheriff's Departroent. The state's Kim
Morris says the non-traditional television
spots are an attempt to re-establish
awareness of the litter problem. Ads. are
primarily aimed at young males who,
according to demographic studies, Jitter
the most.



Left: BiNGanzers photo qfWUlJam Huravttcb illfrorlt qf
bis old bouse in WiNfams County, Nortb Dakota, takell ill
1979

Rigbt: RusseU Lee pbotographed Nortb Dakota Farmer
WUIJa",HuravUcb in 1937

Left: BtU Ganzel's photo of Nettle Featberstoll witb b";' dOg,'" '<,

Sandy, taken ill Lubbock, Texas, in 1979
,

Befaw: Dorotbea Lange photograpbed Nettie Peatberston;
wife of a migrant worker, near Cbildress, Texas, 'n 1938

. ...

Inthe 1930s the Farm Security Adminlstration,
a New Deal agency, sent talented
photographers into the Great Plains to

document and publicize the plight of tenant farmers.
"The result was a remarkable collection of some 80,000
pbotograpbs taken from 1935 to 1943. They remain a
visual record of the region, its people and the harsh
_effectsof desertification and ~e Great Depression.

The federal project did more than give
testimony to the upheavals caused by economic and
climatic disasters. Under the direction of Roy Stryker,
head of the FSA's "historical section," photographers
such as Arthur Rothstein, Dorothea Lange, Walker
Evans, John Vachon and Russell Lee defined the nature
of documentary photography itself.



Dust
Bowl
Descendants
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Stryker expected I!/s photogra-
phers to understand the context
In which the plains people lived
their lives. Before he sent them
Into the field he made sure that
they were famlUar with the envi-
ronmental, social, economic and
political factors that characterized
the particular region. It is this
attention to context that sets docu-
mentary photographers apart
fromothers.
Some40 years later, from 1975

to 1980, photographer Bill Ganzei
tracked down some of the same
peopie and places in the FSApho-
tographs. He re-photographed
them for his book, Dust Bowl
Descent, published by the Univer-
sity of Nebraska Press in 1984.

Ganzel, who lives In.Lincoln,
Neb., says his book is a portrait of
the Great Plains as a unique envi-
ronment that molds the people
"ho live there. The book also
focuseson factors that distinguish
the30s from the Iilte 70s.

"Dust still blows on the
plains," says Ganzel, "but day after
day of choklng dust, turning noon
Into night, has not been seen
since the 1930s ...The Dust Bowl
was unique to the Great Plains but

the fundamental fact of the 19308
was the Great Depression."

The nation's economic col-
. lapse hit the plains states hard,
crippling the region's primary
industry, agriculture. In 1933, the
average per captta Income in
North Dakota feU to $14S a year,
and one out of four farm families
in that state depended on some
form of relief.

The depression spurred amas-
sive shift in population from rural
to urban areas. In a decade the
Dust: Bowl of the southern plains
lost one third of its population,
mostly to California. According to
Ganzel, that exodus has contin-
ued.

"The plains continue to
change," he says, "to accommo-
date new industry, new people.
and new fashions. Socially and
privately, triumphs and tragedies
repeat. Water and drought are
again national concerns ... The
travelllng I have done for the
book has given me a fuller appre-
ciation of the plains environ-
ment •..but ... I remember best the
people who opened their hearts to
me."

-Becky Rumsey
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Left: Bill GafUel photograpbed Fforetu:e TbomPSOll atUIber
~~W~mM~~~~~m~~

Below: Dorotbea Lattge'sfamous pboto ofmigrant motber
rtorence TbompsOM alUl ber ~ugbters, takelf tit Nipomo,
California., ttl 1986

Above: Artbur Rotbstel,,'s photo of afamily fleeing a dust
storm ttl Ctmarrotl Cou"ty, Oklaboma, taken i" 1936
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'You are probably not a popular
person in certain circles...
but there are a lot of people
who admire your guts.'

Challenge ...
(Continuellfrom page 1)

sending such messages over the govern-
ment's computer lines. So-be tried a dif-
ferent tick. In February, he wrote a nine-
page letter to USFS Chief Dale Robert-
son, expressing his concerns in candid
detail. (The letter is reprinted in full on
an accompanying page.) As of this writ-
ing, Robertson has not replied.

Then, in March, DeBonis
attended, an old-growth
training seminar, the kind

that the Forest Service periodically holds
to present the latest fmdings of research ,
into our ancient forests. It was the kind
of meeting, says DeBonis, where "every-
body says, 'yeah, we've got to start mak-
ing changes.' But nothing ever happens."

DeBonis was not in, a do-nothing
mode. At lunch, he went over to a
friend's house, laser-printed a one-page
flyer, then ran off 300 copies -before
'returning to _the seminar. "DO YOU
BELIEVE THE FOREST SERVICE
NEEDS TO CHANGE????" read the
flyers. "To move towards a new vision ...
which includes ... policies which reflect

TRUE stewardship ... promoting officers
based on meeting the intent and spirit-of
our land stewardship laws instead of
how well they get the cut out? ...
Become a member of The Association of
Forest Service Employees for Environ-
mental Ethics!!!!!"

As he passed them out, he says, the
response was not immediately over-
whelming. Most people looked at it as if
they were stunned. But the message
apparently fell upon fertile ground. A
fat file folder holds the replies - over
200 and growing - that he's received
from the flyer and the memo.

He picks out some quotes from
them. "I can't believe a Forest Service
employee has felt comfortable to write
this. I agree wholeheartedly." "You are
probably not a popular person in certain
circles ... but there are a lot of people
who admire your courage." "We are for-
tunate that you have the sacrificial guts."
"What the hell - go ahead and send me
some more info - maybe there is hope."

The response convinced DeBonis to
_ increase his promotional budget. Twenty
thousand copies of Inner Voice, the first
newsletter of his fledgling association,
~ now off the presses and will soon be
iii the hands of the Forest Service, the

environmental community and the tim-
ber industry.

So thai he doesn't have to "re-invent
the wheel," he's modeling the associa-
tion after similar groups in the Defense
Department and the National Park Ser-
vice.

"We'll set up committees," he says.
"Set objectives. Maybe get into the BLM
and state land management agencies.
Effectively lobby Congress and the
upper echelons of management. We're
looking for a new vision for the Forest
Service, and we welcoine anybody."

And what is it this uppity timber
sales planner wants from his employer?

"We have a choice," he explains.
"Either meeting the resource manage-
ment laws like the National Environmen-
tal Policy Act and the National For-
est Management Act, or getting the cut
out. Well, we've been trying to get the
cut out for 20 years and doing a miser-
able job on the other end. Let's try the
other mode, 'let's quit meeting the cut
and stan meeting the laws."

District rangers, he says, can "stick
their necks out and say resource values

and my personal ethics are more impor-
tant than the goddam timber cut," but
they'd be bucking Congress, which sets
the timber cut levels, he points out. And

, Congress is not likely to lower those lev-
els - against the desires of big money
- without the public demanding it, he
adds.

DeBonis hopes that his message
from within the service, what he calls an
"inner voice." can help convince the
public that it's time to make those
demands.

A large dysfunctional adolescent

T- he US Forest Service,
according to many who
have served in it, is like a

large family. But 30,000 siblings can
apply a lot of peer pressure on everyone
to be a team player. And if DeBonis is
correct. the name of the game has always
been toget the cutPut::;.f',. "1:' :;":e:'~~,'

The pressure can take many forms.
"A lot of it is inbred," says Mark Wigg,
who retired in 1985 after 10 years with
the service. "Until recently, foresters

From aman on the ground tothe man at the top:
Jeff DeBonis
PO Box 45

_Vida, Oregon 97488
February 4, 1989

F. Dale Robertson
Chief, U.S. Forest Service
U.SD.A.

Dear Dale,

I am writing to you personally
because I feel very strongly about the
future and health of our national forests,
this nation and the planet, and the future
role of the Forest Service in addressing
this issue. I am speaking from my heart,
and thus may sourid extremely candid.
BUlI feel it is time for all of us, especial-
ly within the Forest Service, to start
speaking out more honestly on the reali-
ty of what we are doing to our forests
and the role the Forest Service is going
to play in addressing this reality as we
approach the 21st century.

Before I get into the heart of my
message, I would like to give you some
information about myself, SO you will
have a sense of my experience and per-
spective, and my credibility. I am cur-
rently a timber planner on the Blue River
Ranger District of the Willamette
National Forest I have worked for the
Forest Service for over 10 years, on four
national forests, in l1uee regions. I have

worked in all aspects of timber manage-
ment, from sale planning and prepara-
tion, to timber sale contract administra-
tion.

In addition, I was a Peace Corps
volunteer in EI Salvador and a contractor
for U.S. Aid for International Develop-
ment in Ecuador. My international expe-
rience spanned the gamut from working
with the problems of deforestation of
tropical rainforests in the headwaters of
the Amazon Basin, to reforestation and
soil conservation projects in the Mediter-
ranean climate ofEl Salvador. This inter-
national perspective has perhaps given
me an advantage in seeing through the
scotomas (blind spots) that many in our
agency seem to be burdened with when
it comes to seeing the necessity for quick
and effective change.

Our basic problem right now is that
we (the Forest Service) are much-too
biased towards the resource-extraction
industries, particuarly the timber indus-
try. We support their narrowly focused,
short-sighted agenda to me point that we
are perceived by much of the public as
being dupes of, and merely spokespeople
for the resource extraction industries. In
the remainder of this letter, I' will try to
explain to you why I believe this is true,
give you examples supporting my asser-
tion, tell you what I think- we need 10 do
as an agency, and what lOp management
needs to do to move us into the 21st cen-

-<

tury as leaders of a new resource ethic
instead of unwilling participants being
dragged along by the chain of 9th Circuit
Court of Appeals decisions.

We are over-culling our national
forests at the expense -of other resource
values. We are incurring negative, cumu-
lative impacts to our watershed, fish-
eries, wildlife and other non-commodity
resources in our quest to meet our timber
targets. This is especially evident in
Region 6, on "big-timber" forests like
the Willamette, but is also occurring on
most other timber forests as welL On
every forest I have worked on I can give
you numerous on-the-ground examples
of "getting the cut out" at the expense of
other resource values.

Examples include moving spotted
owl habitat areas boundaries and allow-
ing fragmentation of these areas to
accommodate timber sales; exceeding
recommended cover/forage ratios on big
game winter range; ignoring non-game
wildlife prescriptions, such as snag and
green replacement tree guidelines;
exceeding watershed/sediment "thresh-
old values of concern" in areas with
obvious, cumulative damage, etc. We
rarely, if ever, exceed our objectives in
non-timber resources, even though these
objectives are set at the absolute mini-
mum we can legally "get away with."

These -practices are so commonplace
they are the standard operating proce-

dure. They are the norm and we scarcely
think twice about them, until some con-
cerned citizen or one of our own special-
ists dares 10 challenge us and we become
indignant at their audacity. At the plan,
ning level, we have built our forest plans
from the "top down" instead of the
"ground up."

In other words, we have taken the
politically mandated timber harvest level
and manipulated the forest plan data 10
support the cut level, rallier than build
the plan up from the bottom, letting the
harvest level be determined by sound
biological and ecological considerations
mandated by our resource protection
laws.

A simple example of this took place
on one forest plan I am familiar with.
This plan used an average volume per
acre of 25 MBF, instead of the real fig-
ure of 17 MBF per acre determined by
the past siX or seven years of actual hac ,-
vest from the "big timber" districts. This
was done when it was discovered that
the politically mandated harvest level
was too high to be biologically support,
ed by llie actual number of acres avail-
able for harvest at the real volume per
acre. In other instances, forest plans
don't account for reduced timber volume
lost via resource protection guidelines
built into the plans, for example in green
replacement "wildlife tree" prescriptions
or riparian protection prescriptions. This
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were taught that the only value in trees
was timber."

Some takes the shape of a dollar
sign. "People who build big timber pro-
grams get big budgets and tend to be
promoted," says Dan Heinz, a 25-year
veteran who retired in 1983. "And the
wildlife biologists who get promoted are
those who show how timber cutting
improves habitat. "

"You've got a nice $20,000 or
$30,OOO-a-year job," adds Wigg. "You
can speak up and not lose your job, but
you could be, transferred. And even if
you say no, it's not going to stop timber
sales."

And some of the pressure gets right
in your face. "You go into a grocery
store and a logger you know walks up to
you and starts yelling," says Barry
Flamm, a 30-year ranger who now
works for The Wilderness Society. "It
gets real personal."

Sara Johnson knows that only too
well. A 14-year employee of the service,
Johnson was a wildlife biologist in Mon-
tana's Gallatin National Forest last year
when, against the wishes of the Gal-
latin's new supervisor, she recommended '
against some timber sales.

"Next thing I know," she says, "my
job was abolished and Iwas being trans-
ferred to a job that was a IDO-mile com-
mute."

She could have appealed the trans-
fer, she says, but it would have taken a
year, during which time she would have
had to take a transfer. Last January she
quit.

If the Forest Service is a large
family, she says, then it's a dysfunctional
one. "It's the good 01' boy network, and
what it does, especially to women, is
professional battering. You won't hear
them saying it, 'cause they'll be accused
of being crybabies, but women allover
the Forest Service have told me the same
thing."

Sara Johnson adds, "It's nice to
dream that the Forest Service can change
from within, but I just don't believe 'it."

Clearcut on Oregon coast range

DeBonis commends the work of Tom
Kovalicky in the Nez-perce. Wigg talks
of "tremendous changes" occurring in
the service, of how it's become one of
the "most responsive agencies in the fed-
eral government."

"I always found the service to be a
place you could step out and do some-
thing differently." agrees Flamm, who
was a forest supervisor. "you could do a
lot in your position if you were right and
willing to take the flak."

"The Forest Service is going
through adolescence" says one wildlife
biologist. "But what's it growing up
into? I don't know, The old, guard .is
gradually retiring, but the resources are
disappearing faster."

Jeff DeBonis insists: "I'm not ready
to give the agency up to the timber

(Continued on page 12)

pIe concerned, but not enough to make a
critical mass." '

A study published in Forest Sci-
encemagazine last year tends to confirm
that perception, Multiple use is not the
prevailing concern among rangers, con-
cluded the two sociologists who con-
ducted the study. Timber is.

Still, winds of change are'
blowing, both from inside
and out. Rangers are nOW

taught how to meet the requirements of
the National Environmental Policy
Act, partly in response to the many court
cases the Forest Service has lost over it.

Heinz talks of forest supervisors
'with "environmental ethics that just
won't stop," such as Jim Nelson of
Nevada's Toiyabe National Forest and
Barry Davis of Wyoming's Shoshone.

"They thought about transferring
me," says another wildlife biologist who
advised against a timber sale. "But what
they did instead was take away my pow-
er. And that's the worst thing you can do
to a wildlife biologist."

Given these pressures, DeBonis'
words may be falling on rocky soil.
Although he says that 90 percent of the
people he talks to agree that excessive
timber cuts are hurting the environment, ,
that figure may not be representative.

"My seat-of-the-pants guess,". says
Dan Heinz, "is that 30 percent of the
people in the Service" agree with that
view.But.they're. largely in the "amenity
disciplines" that include wildlife biolo-
gists, landscape architects and soil scien-
tists. ''The people who get promoted and
make changes, they're mostly of a like-
mind," Heinz says. ''There's a lot of pea-

Let's rethink how we manage the forests
builds over-harvesting into the plan as
unrealistically high timber harvest levels
are striven for.

In the case of yet another forest plan
I am familiar with, the forest has avoided
developing adequate standards and
guidelines to protect wildlife or assess
the increasingly obvious cumulative
effects occurring in many of the water-
sheds, even though there are a few
examples of forest plans which have
adequately addressed these issues. They
are avoiding it because they know it
would reduce their cut. I could give you
many more examples of this from forest
plans I am personally familiar with, as
well as accounts from other co-workers
who have encountered similar situations
on forests across the U.S. I don't mean to
point fingers at any particular forest
plan, but it serves as an example that we
always seem to choose to meet inflated
timber cut levels in lieu of "protection of
other resource values.

Other examples of our bias towards
"getting the cut out at all costs" include:
I) the numerous ways we find to try to
circumvent the Natioual Environmental
Policy Act; 2) how we view "environ-
mentalists" as our "enemy" in "getting
the job done"; and 3) how we often iso-
late and pressure our wildlife biologists
and other resource specialists to con-
form, be "team players" so as not to
interfere with "getting the cut out." We

do this to the point that they refer to
themselves as "combat biologists" on
many of the heavy-cut forests. And the
sad fact of the matter is that the combat
they are referring to is with their own
supervisors, rangers _and forest manage-
ment teams.

A final example concerns the recent
record of decision for the final Environ-
mental Impact Analysis for the spotted
owl. In this case, we decided to continue
our accelerated harvest rates at 95 per-
cent of the harvest level that would be
available if no action were taken! Habi-
tat areas will only comprise 9 percent of
the current spotted owl habitat, and a full
50 percent of the remaining existing
habitat will be open to continued har-
vesting and fragmentation. This is being
proposed in the face of an almost unani-
mous agreement in the scientific com-
munity that the spotted owl is either
crashing towards extinction or very close
to it.

As an agency, we support and at
times publicly reiterate timber industry's
smoke screens of jobs vs. environment,
jobs vs, the spotted owI, and help pro-
mote the impression that we will all be
living in cardboard shacks below some
freeway overpass if we don't cut the last
, grove of old-growth. The disinformation
being promoted by the timber industry is
100 long a subject to get into in 'ibis par-
ticular letter, so I have taken the liberty

dented rate because Wall Street views
standing timber as "under-valued" (and a
'leveraged buy-out opportunity)? We are
not talking about tourism versus ugl y
c1earcuts. We are talking about corporate

of enclosing an additional article I wrote
(which you may have already seen) per-
taining to some specifics on that particu-
lar subject. To put this issue in perspec-
tive in a general way, however, we

The question occurs to me:
Why are we so biased

in favor of the timber industry?

should ask ourselves these questions:
Are we, as an agency, going to continue
to support the current global epidemic of
destruction of our biosphere's ecological
diversity and survival, for short-sighted,
short-term economic "security"? Are we
going to continue to parrot the timber
industry's propaganda that turning our
national forests into industrial tree farms
is necessary for "jobs," when this very
industry exported over 5 billion board-
feet of raw logs last year from Oregon
and Washington alone?

Are we going to sacrifice the pub-
lic's national forests while private indus-
try liquidates their lands at an unprece-

greed versus a priceless national trea-
sure.

The question occurs to me: why are-
we so biased in favor of the timber
industry? I believe it can be partIy
explained by the homogeneous nature of
the Forest Service "culture" which pro-
motes a certain mindset. Some of the
characteristic beliefs commonly held by
. this mindset are:

I) If we just believe we are doing
"right," we are right;

2)' Two dec? es of accelerated
resource extraetior,illnber harvest which
was viewed as "right";

(Continued 0"page 12)
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Ch4llenge ...
(Continuedfrompage 11)
beasts. I'll be more effective on the
. inside than just another person who
throws rocks at them from the outside."

So far, his optimism seems reason-
able. "He won't be reprimanded as long
as he doesn't use government time or
money," says Sherry Wagner, spokesper-
son for the agency's region 6 headquar-
ters in Portland, Ore.
, "In fact, I personally think JelT's a

real asset. For me reading it- 'environ-
mental ethics' and all- it doesn't make
sense that anyone in the service wouldn't
want to join his association," Wagner
says.

''There'll be no reprimand" for what
he's done, says the Forest Service's
Assistant Chief, Steve Mealey, in Wash-
ington, D.C. "We're not a repressive
organization." '

"Oh, he won't lose his job," predicts
Dan Heinz, 'They'll probably keep him
here: maybe gradually diminish his
responsibilities,"

But DeBonis says he knows reprisal
can be subtle. But, "even ifthey transfer
me to Texas or wherever," says DeBonis,
"I can be just as effective on a computer
terminal there."

He sits on his patio, while his
scruffy dog unearths some freshly plant-
ed flowers. "I know that if they want,
they can make my life miserable,"
DeBonis says.

He looks up at the starlings flittering
in the dusk above the rolling McKenzie.
"It's one of those choices," he says. "You
go through the logic of .it in your head,
you think about it for a long 'time, but
you make the choice from the heart."

o

Jim Stiak lives in Eugene, Oregon.
His report was paid for by the High '
Country News Research Fund.

C1earcut t" tbe Otv!go" Cascades

Is resistance futile?

Bucking a federal agency is
never easy. Dan Heinz lried
reform from within but

finally decided that the approach didn't
work.

After 25 years as a recreation plan-
ner in Deer Lodge, Mont., Heinz quit. "I
was making comments on the environ-
mental analyses for timber sales, but no
one paid attention."

In 1983, thinking he could do more
as a private citizen, Heinz took early
retirement and went to work for the
American Wilderness Alliance, an orga-
nization of some 2,500 members head-
quartered in Denver.

"I came out of forestry school
thrilled to see timber on a hillside," he
says, "thinking I was doing good for
society. But in the Rockies I saw
clearcutting on sub-marginal land that
wasn't suitable for timber by any stretch
of anyone's imagination."

Apparently, his analysis was accu-
rate. Of the 35 timber sales he's chal-
lenged since he left the Forest Service,

, he's lost only three.

Rolf Wallenstrom got in hot
water over the ocean. A 3D-
year employee of the U.S.

Fish and Wildlife Service, he was their
Western states regional director in 1987
when he wrote a memo critical of plans
to allow oil drilling off the California
coast. The memo predicted more risks
from oil spills and tankers than his
supervisors foresaw, or, evidently, want-
ed to hear about In December, Wallen-
strom was offered what he calls a
"sweetheart deal," a "do-nothing job
anywhere."

-He turned it down, and in January
was fired for refusing to accept a trans-
fer. He appealed the firing and reached a
settlement that allowed him to retire,
with the agency paying all his back
wages and more than $10,000 in legal
fees.

"I've never seen' anything like.the
last eight years," he says of his time in
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service dur-
ing the Reagan administration.

"The service lried to manage infor-
mation, hide it, and not let out what was

going on." Nor does he see the situation
improving under President Bush, with
the names that have been suggested for
leadership of his agency. The service's
rank-and-Jile,however, is a differentSlory .

''I'm still getting letters of support,"
he says. "I think my case has been a real
morale booster for the troops remain-
ing:'

But to those thinking of emulating
his defiance, Wallenstrom offers a warn-
ing: "You can't speak out if you're not
willing to go to the mat. If there are any
ghosts in your closet, they'll come out."

Chris Frissell moved toward
the mat without really

. - trying. Frissell, a fisheries
researcher at Oregon State University,
objected to a timber sale which would
have ruined Dry Creek in the Siskiyou
National Forest, he says, as a "control
site" for his research. Gregory Forest
Products had bought the sale in the early
1980s, but after most of Dry Creek
became protected inside the Grassy
Knob Wilderness, thecompany offered
to tum the sale back to the Forest Ser-
vice.

The agency refused, and, in January,
Frissell wrote to the Siskiyou National
Forest to register his objection. He also
sent copies of his research to some
groups who had requested it, including
The. Wilderness Society. In February,
Oregon State University President John
Byrne received a leiter from Dennis
Hayward of the Northwest Timber Asso-
ciation, stating that Frissell had crossed
the line between science and advocacy
by engaging in "preservationist actions"
unsuitable for a university.

Byme responded that there were no
grounds for any action. Frissell says. he
was "not too concerned" for his own
safe, but adds that he:s heard oCeD1any
similar cases, most of which are "kept
quiet and handled internally."

The Dry Creek watershed, adds
Frissell, has not yet been logged.

-e-Jim Stiak:

Lefler •••
(CarttI"~d.from page 11)

3) Tbat somehow there are no nega-
tive cumulative effects resulting from
our accelerated rates of timber harvest
because we are doing "right," we "care
about the land," and we are allgood pe0-
ple working in a respected agency;

4) As long as w,e"get the job done,"
and keep producing, then things will be
OK, and will somehow get worked out;

5) That somehow we are safely "in
the middle" between the two opposing
equally-weighted special interest groups
represented by the timber industry and
the environmentalists; aiId

6) If we throw enough money at a
problem we can "have it all," that all our
resouree problems are solvable by ere- .
alive budgeting.

In the interest of space, I don't want
to address the fallacy of all of these
beliefs here, but I would like to comment
on a few of them.

POINT I: The signs of negative,
cumulative impacts to our global ecosys-
tems are becoming more and more obvi-
ous every day. I don't need to enumerate
them here, we read about new environ-
mental disasters eveiy day. We all agree
that problems like rain forest deforesta-
tion must be stopped. And yet these
same symptoms are occurring in our
country, in our national forests. We right-
1ybecome indignant over the facrthat 50
percent of the tropical rain forests have
been destroyed, but hardly seem to

notice that we, as an agency, have con-
lributed to the destruction of 95 percent
of the temperate and near-temperate rain
forests of this continent.

Replacing an ecosystem as complex
and diverse as our old growth temperate
rain forests with a monoculture of
"genetically improved" Douglas fir is
ecologically unconscionable and totally
contrary to NEPA, which states that we
"preserve important natural ecosystems
and maintain an environment which sup-
ports diversity." We are currently risking
the extinction of this entire ecosystem, as
evidenced by the status of our indicator
species, the spotted owl, by our contin-
ued insistence on logging most of the
remaining 5 percent of the temperate
rain forests, the bulk of which is on
national forests. And we are doing this in
the face of unpreceden ted unanimous
agreement of federal agency biologists
that the owl is in fact endangered due to
continued logging on public lands.

This stubborn, get-the-cut-out mind-
set we tend to embrace as an agency
blinds us to the actual destructive results
of our actions. We see only' what we
want to. see. As the negative impacts of
our actions become more and more obvi-
ous, we try to pretend it's not happening.
And yet at some subconscious level we
know that we are over-cutting,

When I talk to co-workers about this
subject, it is almost universally agreed

, that we are, in fact, over-cutting. But
most of them' fail to make the connection
that we, in our agency, are conlributing

to the global environmental onslaught. I
have observed this apparent paradox
from sale preparation foresters through
district rangers, timber staff officers and
forest supervisors.

Most of these people stop short of
admitting that we are seriously damaging
the resource or our credibility with the
public. A few of us do see the global
perspective and realize the damage we're
doing, but still insist that we cannot
make the needed changes in our manage-
ment or resource ethic practices "at this
level of the organization," whatever level
we happen to be in. Our scotomas arI\
held firm by our mindset. We march
blindly on to the tune of continued
resource extraction at any cost, and
refuse to accept the reality of the
destructive results of our actions.

POINT 2: We delude ourselves in
thinking that we are somehow in the
"middle" between the environmentalists
and timber industry. The fact iliat we
think the environmentalists have "equal
weight" with the timber industry as just
another "special interest group" is a fal-
lacy. One cannot logically 'Y,eigh the
motives of environmentalists with those
of the timber industry. It's like compar-
ing apples and oranges. Timber indus-
try's motive is short term, quick profits,
and tends towards short-sighted econom-
ic gain. They have a very narrow focus.
The environmental community, on the
other hand, has a long-range perspective.

, They are promoting a vision of a sustain-
able future, both economically and ceo-

logically. Their motives are altruistic, not
exploitative.

Unfortunately, we ally ourselves
with timber industry and think that the
"environmentalists" are somehow
obstructing us with their numerous
appeals and lawsuits. Industry's disinfor-
mation campaign has the public believ-
ing that these appeals are frivolous and
counterproductive. The fact is, environ-
mentalists are winning appeals and court
cases because we have broken the law.
The only frivolous action going on is our
agency's disrespect for environmental
preservation and ecological diversity. We
are the obstructionists, in our insistence
on promoting the greedy, insatiable
appetite of the large corporate timber
industry we serve so well.

An even more poignant example of
our bias towards the timber industry's
agenda concerns how we react after
environmentalists do win their lawsuits
against us. In many instances, environ-
mental organizations have won on prin-
ciple in court, but end up losing "on the
ground," often with our compliance and
help. Instead of accepting the obvious
merits of their case and rethinking our
action or attitudes, we find ways to cir-
cumvent the rulings and continue our
business as usual activities.

Examples include the National
Wildlife Federation and Sierra Club
Legal Defense Fund's case against the
Mapleton District of the Siuslaw Nation-
al Forest in which they won in court,

(Co~Jnued 011 page 13)
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only to have a congressional rider
attached to allow buy-back, and eventu-
ally new sales to continue to be sold and
logged as usual, allowing us to essential-
ly disregard the court injunction. Con-
gressional riders are being used ever
more frequently to avoid judicial review
by concerned publics so we can continue
our accelerated timber liquidation pro-
gram.

Another example is the loss of the
"Millennium Grove" of ancient Douglas
fir on the Willamette National Forest
where environmental organizations
would have been able to get a court
injunction to stop the logging had the
Forest Service, in good faith, not waited
three days to notify them that negotia-
tions with Willamette Forest Industries
had broken down.

Other examples of our industry bias
include promoting oil and gas explo-
ration and drilling on the Rocky Moun-
lain Front despite the fact that it threat-
ens the grizzly bear; our support of
delisting the grizzly on the Flathead
National Forest in Region I so we can
make our timber cut; etc., etc. The point
is, we already have the National Envi-
ronmental Policy Act, the National For-
est Management Act, the Endangered
Species Act, the Clean Water Act, and
other resource protection laws we could
use to promote truly integrated resource
management on the national forests, but
choose not to. We choose instead to vio-
late the spirit and intent of these laws to
do the bidding of large corporate inter-
ests.

POINT 3: Creative budgeting is not
going to solve the resource problems
created by over-cutting. We cannot
"have it all" when "all" means keeping
iill"tITe''futmil~ Ca'1~df1Jatvest-the -la'St
decade hils seen on our national forests,
as well as protecting other resource val-
ues like clean water, anadromous fish-
eries, and old growth dependent species.
Your recent comment in Eugene at the
"Oregon's Forests in 2010" conference
concerning "making the pie bigger" sim-
ply promotes this fallacy.

More money for "mitigation" is no
substitute for simply avoiding the dam-
age of accelerated management activities
in the first place. We are going to have to
drastically reduce the current and'
planned timber cut levels on most of our
forests, or' accept 'continued" accelerated
resource degradation, loss of biological
diversity, and extinction of many species
and ecosystems.

Part ofthe problem in initating
change, or even making people aware 'of
the need for change in any organization,
is that the organizational system tends to
perpetuate itself by rewarding those who
serve the system. The Forest Service is
particularly resistant to change since it is
such a tight-knit, homogeneous family,
Those people who believe in the "mind-
set" and successfully promote system
values get promoted to positions of pow-
er and authority. The higher you go, the
more vested interest you have in the sys-
tem, and the less likely you will he to
actually "see" new problems with the
value system which needs changing.
Rocking the boat becomes a threat to
your own security and val'ue system, as
well as the organization's. Once you
become part of the system, it becomes
difficult for you to change it.

That is why we, in the Forest Ser-
vice, have such a hard time identifying
with what the environmentalists are say-
ing. They are threatening our firmly held
value system, our mindset, which keeps
telling us we are "doing good," we are

"in the middle," we are not hurting the
land, we are "caring" for it. All the facts
in the world produced by the environ-
mental community can be dismissed as
so much propaganda, while the timber
industry's disinformation is accepted
since it supports our mindset.

We allow our managers to take
some risks, in areas we deem "safe." but
we don't violate the major tenet of our
faith, which is "get the cut out" (or the
'ADM's, or whatever product we are
managing for). Unfortunately, this often
translates into doing it at any cost to the
non-cornmodity resources. Irealize I am
not telling you anything new about orga-
nizations or the difficulty in changing
them. You are struggling admirably with
getting change initiated in our work
force, promoting cultural diversity by
1995. We are not, however, seeking
change as aggressively in our resource
value system, which is as important to
our mission as cultural diversity within
the work force.

When I talk with co-workers about
the need for change, one of the most
often used excuses for not trying to initi-
ate change in the system is the feeling
that "we can't effect change in how we
manage the resources at this level,
Congress must do something." I have
heard this from people who work at
many levels in the organization as I said
hefore.

The truth is, we have all the neces-
sary legislation and legal authority right
, now to move towards a new vision of
truly integrated resource management.
The fact that our actions are so often
appealed, and that we have lost so many
of those appeals in court should have
made it obvious to us by now that we are
oftentimes simply not meeting the letter
or spirit of NFMA, NEPA, the Endan-
gered Species Act, and other resource
ptllteCtilln iaws 'alreadyavailable to US.- '

The sad fact is we have chosen to
avoid the opportunity to become leaders
in a new vision of truly sustainable,
rational resource management. We have
the legal authority, the personnel, the
research facilities, the facts and data to
promote and make the needed changes to
our value system, and the way we man-
age our forests. We could he taking the
lead on the "moral high ground," forging
an alliance with the world-wide environ-
mental movement, instead of being asso-
ciated with trying to maintain the exces-
sively exploitative practices of the past.
We should be associating ourselves with
the long range, holistic and altruistic
motives of the environmental communi-
ty, which are more in line with our mis-
sion as a public resource management
agency than the short-sighted, narrowly
focused motives of the timher industry.

The "realists" would have us helieve
this kind of a change in values and prac-
tices would not be wise, that it would
alienate our traditional power base (the
resource extraction industries) and we
would lose our support. It would certain-
ly be a major confrontation, but it is
something which has to be done.

The time is right for this type of
realignment, We could generate support
with the public and world-wide 'environ-
mental community. The time is now for
a fresh start with a new administration to
assert a more rational, conservative, sus-
tamable environmental philosophy. We
need to have the courage.to move away
from our past' which placed the-politicai·
expediency of resource extraction at any
cost above resource protection, ecologi-
cal diversity, and truly integrated
.resource management.

I would like to list a few specific
actions which I believe we as an agency
could do to help start initiating the need-

cc: Tom Kovalicky, Nez Perce
National.Forest Supervisor

Michael Kerrick,' Willamette
National·ForeSt Supervisor -

James Torrence, Regional'Forester
John Mumma, Regional Forester
Congressman Peter DeFazio
Senator Mark Hatfield
Congressman Les AuCoin
Senator Bob Packwood
Senator James McClure
Congressman Gerry Studds

The truth is, we have all the
necessary legislation and legal
authority to move towards a
new vision of truly integrated
resource management.

ed changes within our organization. We
should:

• Encourage ideological diversity
and support the existing "agents for
change" currently within the organize-
tion, like our wildlife biologists and oth-
er specialists.

• Support those courageous man-
agers who 'are willing to risk their
careers and take on the power base in
order to promote the new vision, men
like Tom Kovalicky, supervisor of the
Nez Perce National Forest.

• Insist on absolute support of the
spirit and letter of our resource protec-
tion laws with as much energy as you
have supported cultural diversity in our
work force.

• Support lowering the existing and '
planned timber harvest levels substan-
tially throughout the national forest sys-
tem. Demand a moratorium on any new
development of currently unroaded
areas, as well as any harvesting in old
growth until we, have done a thorough
ecological inventory of our lands. In the
meantime, if we are worried about jobs,
let's support a ban on ALL exports of
logs, cants, chips, etc. from AIL lands,
public and private. ,

.' Lei lis stiUt erring' oil the side of
resource protection instead of resource
extraction. Let's go to court defending
the environinental "moral high ground."

• Support forest planning from the
"bottom up" rather than the current "top
down" approach.

• Demand realistic, specific and
meaningful forest plan standards and
guidelines which truly protect other
resource values, and' accurately display
the inevitable cumulative effects which
will occur if the currently inflated timber'
harvest levels are actually implemented,
Again, the Nez Perce plan is the best
example of good standards and guide-
lines I have seen, and the WiUamette's
draft plan a good example of what we
should be avoiding.

• Have the courage to aggressively
move our agency away from the political
expediency of the past in our alignment
with the resource extraction industries.
Move away from the philosophy of con.
stantly expanding the exploitation of our
resources which has/is/will result in
unacceptable, continued resource degra-
dation which we can no longer afford
and

• Forge a new resource ethic b}
publicly endorsing an alignment with the

worldwide environmental community,
aggressively endorse the search for a
sustainable future, and demand an atti-
tude change to move our agency away
from its current perception that the envi-
ronmental community is the "enemy" in
"getting our job done." We must start
perceiving the environmental community
as our allies in moving towards an
enlightened, ecologically sane 21st cen-
tury.

In summary (if you've made it this
far), man's greed, ignorance and the
political expediency of the past is direct-
ly responsible for the deteriorating con-
dition we find our planet in today. Our
ecological knowledge has now improved
to the point that ignorance is no longer
an excuse for our actions. It is unproduc-
tive at this point to '~ and fix the blame
between north and south, environmental-
ists and industry, good guys and bad. It
is time for us all to accept the fact that
change is needed, and needed now. The
unfortunate truth is that future genera-
tions, if there are any, will look back at
the last few decades of oui history with a
mixture of amazement, incredulity and
disgust that we allowed such an unprece-
dented slaughter of our natural ecosys-
tems during this era of massive exploita-
tion for so lillie real long-term value.
Wouldn't you like to be able to look
back and say" the Forest Service was a
world leader in the quest for a new
vision of a truly sustainable society for
'the 21 st century?

Because this new vision is so impor-
tant to me, I am sending copies of this
letter to some members of Congress, as
well as selected forest supervisors and
regional foresters. I am doing this in the
hope that, as a concerned citizen, this let-
ter will have maximum impact for
change.

Sincerely,
Jeff DeBonis

Leaburg, Oregon

Editor's note: High Country Newswill be

pleased to publish Forest Service Chief
~,...,-:~ ,.,'".,.,,~-_ .. -,."<: -; ,.'. <

Dale Robertson's reply
. -.

when it becomes available.
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Sifting through remnants ofanother busted boom town
--'-_-bby Kathy McKay

,
For two weeks last September, Flat-

head County's largest kitchen fed 1,400
hungry firefighters three meals a day in
this field. During shift changes, hun-
dreds of sooty men and women clad in
fluorescent yellow fire shirts and green
pants wandered among the camp's tents,'
trailers and makeshift shelters, adding to
the smoky confusion.

Three weeks after all the activity,
the acrid smell of smoke still pierced my
lungs, but the only reminders of the mess
tent were a Krackel chocolate bar wrap-
per and the pull-tab from a juice can flat-
tened into the ground.

Today, I had what was recently a
busy community 20 miles south of Cana-
'da all to myself. I slowly walked across
the field near Polebridge, Mont., scan-
ning the mud and grass for artifacts. The
main indication of the area's recent
activity was a sign reading BURN
AREA that alerted travelers to the south-
ern boundary of the 38,500-acre fire still
smoldering to the northeast.

It had been quite a fire, the Red
Bench, that by Sept. 6 had grown from
400 acres to 700 acres in just two hours.
Two nights later, fanned by high winds,
the fire "blew up."

Television viewers across the nation
learned of the firestorm that crossed the
river into Glacier National Park and, left '
22 homes burned to the ground. A main
fire camp had been set up in this mead-
ow and then "demobilized" a few weeks
later with the arrival of rain and colder
temperatures. I was crossing the field
just a couple .of weeks after the fire
crews had left for home or other fires.
!crossed a small stream where some

fire fighters had pitched tents to escape
the group camping experience. A few

, .
plastic water jugs lay on the ground:
Tucked among the branches of a spruce I
discovered a five-point elk antler with
the butt end Sawed off. A label from a
sleeping bag supplied by the government
rated the bag for intermediate cold. I
tightened my parka hood against the
steady October rain.

A d«ferent kind qffire sale at a Western store, last summer

I examined a few more fire camp
artifacts at one of the "parking lois" (a
stretch of bare ground 35 miles from the
nearest traffic, light): 11 inches offrayed
nylon cord, one AA battery, a scrap of
paper stamped "Inspected by 66" and a
bit of twisted wire. Not too different,
really, from the contents of dumps near
abandoned fire lookouts - batteries,
galvanized telephone wire and lots of tin
cans. "Decorative bark chips" liberally
scattered over heavily used sections of
the fire camp lent a modern touch to this
scene.

A fire fighter from Idaho lost his life
on the Red Bench fire when a burping
snag fell across him, and more than a
dozen others were injured. Medical
workers at this fire camp and a smaller
"spike camp" across the river treated
cuts, sprains, coughs, runny noses and
the persisienrRed Bench crud" that sent
its victims to doctors' offices weeks after
leaving the fire camp. Evidence of the
healing arts at work littered the ground
around the site of the first aid trailer:
grimy red cough drops, an empty foil
container marked Actifed (hides your

symptoms and allows you to keep earn-
ing that hazard pay), a packet of iodine,
an empty 0.18-ounce tube of douche
concentrate.

At the commissary, fire fighters
could purchase useful items such as 8-
inch-high boots, cigarettes, stamps, long
underwear and bandanas. In the dirt
where the commissary tent had stood I
picked up a broken, blue cotton
shoelace. A crumpled strip of paper gave
the addresses of two companies that had
designed I-shirts and caps commemorat-
ing the Red Bench fire, A plastic hanger
for a pair of socks told of one sale. And
three carefully cut-out coupons from
Kalispell businesses offered savings on
roller skating, carpet cleaning-and
videos.

In the sleeping area, stamped-out
circles were visible where "salamanders"
- portable diesel heaters - once stood.
A foam ear plug spoke eloquently of the
difficulties of sleeping in a tent with 20
other exhausted pulaski-wielders. Par-
tially used bars of soap indicated the spot
where the much-welcomed shower
trucks had parked. Nearby, a half-buried

extension cord revealed the site of the
generator that had powered lights, tool
sharpeners, computer terminals and a
photocopier,

In a few seasons, at most, these
signs of what had been a bustling, pur-
poseful human community would be
totally gone. In the same way, an earlier
generation of fire fighting has already
vanished. Until 1930, this same field had
hosted fire fighters' for decades. But
there are no signs left of the time when
the meadow was a supply and communi-
cations base for fire lookouts and patrol
cabins spread out along the west side of
the North Fork of the Flathead River.
Like so many other Western activities,
fire work is also boom and bust, playing
itself out in a short period of time. As I
left the deserted meadow, I passed a for-
lorn Mountain Bell phone nailed to a
lodgepole pine. A sign posted above the
phone glistened in the rain. It read:
"Please have respect for others in line.
Limit calls to 5 minutes."

o
Kathy McKay is a freelance writer

in Columbia Falls, Montana

the paralyzed green floor of farms. I
depressed the accelerator, slowly pulling up
on the shadow, which encompassed only
about 50 yards of the road. Then in concert
we sped along, at 68 miles an hour. I felt
light, as if I could roll forever."In his weath-
ered Mustang convertible, O'Gara Iravelled
to places such as New York, Monterey.
Knott's Berry Farm in California and New
Orleans. His ostensible goal was to compare"
the America of Federal Writer'sProject guide
books written 50 yean ago to the homoge-
nized America of the i980s. The result is a
book that offers fewer factual details but
more. self-discovery as the writer weaves his
own past and present into the narrative.

WWNorton & Co., 500 Fifth Ave.,New
York, NY 10110. Cloth: $18.95. 300 pages.
1989. Illustrated with photographs from the
1930..

l1 COW IN IDAHO
The Salmon National Forest in Idaho is

preparing an environmental impact statement
to determine whether a gold mine should be
allowed on Forest Service- land. Meridian
MineralsCo. plans to mine and process,gold
on 325 acres near the' historic mining !lIea of
Leesburg,Idaho. Workers would remove up
to 3.5 million tons of ore and 7 million tons
of waste each year from two open pit mines.
The company also has plans for mine waste,
rock disposal and leaching facilities. The
mine is expected to employ up to 150 people
with a yearly payroll of $3.5 million. Forest
Supervisor John Burns says the project is
"likely to have a significant effect on the
quality of the enviromnenL to Send comments
or a request for information by June 15 to
Forest Supervisor. Salmon National Forest,
Box7'19,Salmon, ID 83467 (208n56-2215).

SPECTACULAR VISIONS
In this little collection of 30 detachable

postcards called Yisions of the Colorado
Puueou, pictures tell the tale of a complex
and varied geology. The result is beautiful
and sometimes bizarre landscapes and water-
courses in the Four Comers area. all pho-
tographedby Joint Telford and Tom Till in
brilliant color. It is another unusual offering
from publisher Gibbs Smith, whose Peregrine
Smith Books can be reached at. Box 667.
Layton, UT 84041. The postcard book sells
for $7.95.

SEITUNG-WATER DISPUfES
Western water laws have probably pro-

duced more lawyers and legal briefs than
beneficial uses of water. Decisions that
impact the future of the West are almost
always made in a court of law instead of by
agreement among interested parties. That
reflects the scarcity of water in the region as
well as the basic tension between the West's
two systems of water law: federal reserved
water rights and states' "use it or lose it" sys-
tems. However, more and more water battles
between trihal, slate and federal governments
are being resolved by direct negotiations. A
new book,Reserved Water Rights Settlemelll
ManJJIl1, aims at assisting the settlement pro-
cess. Written'by Peter Sly, former director of
the Conference of Western Attomeys Gener-
al, the manual outlines the history of the fed-
eral and state 'water systems. addresses the
role of federal, trihal and state governments
in negotiations. compiles recent experience in
.senlemem efforts and discusses over 60
pending cases. The manual also provides the
nuts and bolts for the negotiating process,
listing quantification standards. funding
arrangements, administrative and legal imple-
mentation and judicial finality of agreement.
Addresses of attorneys are listed as well as a
table of reported settlements. -

Island Press, 1718 Connecticut Ave.NW,
Washington, D.C. 20009. Paper: $22.95.
Cloth: $34.95. 256 pages.

WIWERNESS ACT IS 25
How to manage wilderness and adjacent

lands will be the focus, of a conference cele-
brating the 25th anniversary of the 1964
Wilderness Act and the establishment of the
National Wilderness Preservation System.
"Managing America's Enduring Wilderness
Resource: A Conference" is set for Sept. 11-
14 inMinneapolis, Minn., and Sept. 14-17 in
the Superior National Forest in northeastern
Minnesota. The session in the Superior
National Forest will include one- or two-day
field trips. For more information' contact,
David W. Lime, Department of Forest
Resources. 110 Green Hall, St. Paul, MN
55108 (612/624-2250).

AWNG ROAD HOME
H you start to flag some of the choicer

observations in Geoff O'Gara's book, A
Long Road Home: Journeys through Ameri-
ca's Present in Searc'hof America's Past.
- your book will quickly become dog-eared.
o 'Gara is economical and deft in his descrip-
tions of dying communities and urban
dropouts, overcrowded cities and the open
road: 'The shadow of a cloud passed me on
the road. I watched it move ahead. the trail of
a little gray puffhsl1too busy to linger over

I


