
NORTHERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY ANNUITANTS ASSOCIATION 
 

POLAR VORTEX ESCAPE 2018: 
Southern Caribbean Seafarer  

 

 
 

Sunday, December 9, 2018 – Friday, December 21, 2018 
 

Ft. Lauderdale, St. Maarten, Martinique, St. Lucia, Barbados, Dominica, St. Thomas, 

and Half Moon Cay. 

 

Price Includes: 

Roundtrip transfer from DeKalb to O’Hare. 

Roundtrip airfare from Chicago to Ft. Lauderdale. 

Pre-night at Ft. Lauderdale hotel including transfer from airport. 

11-day cruise on the 2,650 passenger ms KONINGSDAM 

FREE photo from photo gallery 

Private cocktail party 

Government taxes and fees. 

 

For Reservations and Information call Scot Kunkel or Steven Johnson 
 

 

 

COMPASS TRAVEL LLC 

 Home of the Northern Illinois Travel Society 

 2410 Sycamore Road, DeKalb, Illinois 60115 

815-756-1547, travelsociety@hotmail.com 

mailto:travelsociety@hotmail.com


 
Itinerary: 

 

Dec 9 Sun DeKalb to Ft. Lauderdale 

                         Today you will be transferred from DeKalb to O’Hare to board your flight to Ft. 

Lauderdale. After you land you will be transferred to your hotel. 

 

Dec 10 Mon Ft. Lauderdale 

                         Late morning you’ll board the ms KONINGSDAM, the newest ship in the Holland 

America Line.  Join ship staff for an orientation walk about the ship following lunch 

onboard.  L, D. 

 

Dec 11 Tue Sea Day 

Perhaps take in a cooking demo or a cocktail class at the Culinary Arts Center. 

You can see the ship's top chefs whip up mouthwatering dishes, and occasionally catch 

a visiting star chef from the line’s Culinary Arts Council. B, L, D. 

 

Dec 12 WedSea Day   

                         Trivia takes place most days up in the Crow's Nest, or -- in an inspiring link-up -- in the 

Queen's Lounge using footage from BBC Earth to supplement the questions. B, L, D. 

 

Dec 13 Thu Philipsburg, Sint Maarten.  8 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

                        This Leeward island has been famously bisected into French and Dutch territories since 

1648, and is referred to both as Saint Martin and Sint Maarten. In their respective 

capitals—Marigot and Philipsburg—there are ancient stone forts and candy-colored 

buildings lining winding streets. The Dutch side has a slightly larger population but is a 

bit smaller, at 13 square miles, versus the 20-square-mile Saint Martin. B, L, D. 

 

Dec 14 Fri Fort-De-France, Martinique. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

                         Some three centuries after Columbus landed here, the French-speaking island of 

Martinique had established strong economic and cultural ties to New Orleans, thanks to 

its sugar and rum production. That came to an abrupt halt when Mount Pelée erupted 

in 1902, destroying the island's rich trading port of St. Pierre. Tourism led to 

development in other areas, but Martinique sees far fewer English-speaking visitors 

than other Caribbean island. B, L, D. 

 

Daylight passing Mount Pelee. Sailing along the northwest coast of the Caribbean island of 

Martinique offers panoramic views of one of the world's most famous active volcanoes. 

Mount Pelée most recently erupted in 1932, but it was the eruption in 1902 that made it 

infamous. 

 

Dec 15 Sat Castries, Saint Lucia. 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

                         So you think you've "done" the Caribbean? St. Lucia kindly asks you to think again. With 

mountain peaks, plunging valleys, lush rain forests, historic sites, tropical flora and 

fauna and the world's only drive-in volcano, this island of 165,000 residents is more 

than just pretty palm-fringed beaches along a turquoise sea—though there happen to be 

plenty of those, too 

Scenic Cruising Soufriere Bay, B, L, D. 

 

 

 



Dec 16 Sun Bridgetown, Barbados.  8 a.m. – 5 p.m.  

                         Barbadians, or Bajans in local parlance, consider their island nation the most British of 

the Caribbean: Queen Elizabeth II is still head of state, and English products are stocked 

in many of its stores and restaurants. Barbados is known as the birthplace of 

international pop star Rihanna, but it has also produced some of the biggest Caribbean 

calypso stars. B, L, D  

 

 

Dec 17 Mon Roseau, Dominica.   8 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

                         Dominica, an Anglophone island between the French islands of Guadeloupe and 

Martinique, may well be the most unspoiled of the larger Caribbean islands. With few 

hotels and no mass tourism to speak of, Dominica is called "the nature island” for good 

reason. One of the most dramatic natural wonders in the West Indies sits at the bottom 

third of the isle. The Boiling Lake is a flooded fumarole (volcanic fissure) whose water 

emits sulfurous vapors as it bubbles and boils at around 92 degrees Celsius (nearly 200 

degrees Fahrenheit). Surrounding the lake is the lush rain forest of Morne Trois Pitons 

National Park, a UNESCO World Heritage Site. This vital habitat is teeming with birds, 

tiny tree frogs and vibrant bromeliads. B, L, D 

 

Dec 18 Tue St. Thomas, U.S.Virgin Islands.  8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

                         The capital island of the U.S. Virgin Islands is often the first stop for travelers as they 

begin to explore the Caribbean. Its easy access, use of American currency and cultural 

cues, as well as its reputation for safety, make St. Thomas the easy first choice.” B, L, D. 

 

Dec 19 WedSea Day. 

Enrichment activities are scheduled throughout the day and might include a digital  

workshop and tips and tricks for using your cellphone at sea.  B, L, D  

 

 

Dec 19 Thu Half Moon Cay, Bahamas.   8 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

Holland America Line's pristine private island offers everything you need for a day of 

play in paradise: a two-mile crescent of perfect beach; an interior lagoon; private  

beachside cabanas with butler service, showers and misters; and all manner of  

watersports and activities, including a children's aqua park and a buoyed personal  

watercraft course. B, L, D.  

 

Dec 20 Fri Depart ship Fort Lauderdale, Florida.  

Transfer to the airport for your return to De Kalb. B. 

 
 

ms Koningsdam 
Launched in 2016, Koningsdam carries forward all of the tradition, nautical heritage, and signature 

service and style for which Holland America Line is known—while raising the bar for 21st-century 

elegance. The 2,650-guest Koningsdam is the first of her class, ushering in a new era of Pinnacle-class 

cruising. Her name’s roots, like the ship itself, are a mix of something contemporary and something 

classic: “Koning,” means king in Dutch—and is a salute to King Willem-Alexander, the Netherland’s 

first king in more than 100 years. 

At the heart of the ship, Koningsdam’s central atrium is pure visual drama. Soaring three decks high, 

the space is graced by an airy stainless steel sculpture that evokes the feeling of a classical quartet, 

with strings, arches, and bows. The atrium is capped by a ceiling that serves as a backdrop for subtly 

changing high-definition projections. Look up by day to see wispy cirrus clouds floating overhead. By 



evening, the atrium takes on dramatic lighting hues or reflects the clear constellations of the night 

sky. 

Special group pricing. Price includes round-trip transfers from De Kalb to O’Hare, round-trip 

airfare, taxes, transfers from Ft Lauderdale airport to hotel, 10-day Holland America Line cruise, 

transfer from the ship to the airport, (group travel protection plan optional). 


