
Methods 
Community Based Participatory Research (CBPR) 
methods have been used to address community health 
issues.  To identify the two focus areas, the coalition 
extensively reviewed health statistics, research 
addressing our community, and existing projects.  They 
focused on two areas that could improve identified health 
gaps in the community.  After identifying the focus areas, 
the coalition constructed policy scan instruments to 
assess the presence/absence of policies in the community 
relating to these two areas.   

Community Partners 
The GSHPC-HAHC represents stakeholders in the health 
of the Hattiesburg area.  These partners include: 
•  William Carey College 
•  Pine Belt Mental Healthcare Resources 
•  City of Hattiesburg 
•  E3 Health Initiative 
•  MS State Dept. of Health Office of Health Disparities 
•  Hattiesburg Area Habitat for Humanity 
•  Le Leche League of Hattiesburg 
•  Delta Sigma Theta Sorority 
•  Mississippi State Extension 
•  South Mississippi Children's Center 
•  Mississippi Rural Health Association 
•  Mississippi Public Health Association 
•  BSBC Health is Golden Initiative 
•  Health Help Mississippi 
•  WellWoven, LLC 
•  Mississippi State Department of Health, District 8 
•  The University of Southern Mississippi 
•  Southeast Mississippi Rural Health Initiative 
•  United Way of Southeast Mississippi 

Communication 
The GSHPC-HAHC works to communicate Hattiesburg-
specific health related events, news, and funding 
opportunities with all interested parties through listserv 
communications and social media. 
Twitter: @HealthyHburg   
Facebook: facebook.com/hattiesburgareahealthcoalition 

Policy Scans 
The HAHC is developing policy scans to use CBPR to 
improve health-related policies in Hattiesburg, MS.  
 
 
Figure 1: HAHC Policy Scan Timeline 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The HAHC is focusing on two area of health: 
•  Infant and maternal health 
•  Worksite access to healthy foods 
 
 

Stakeholders 
To this effect, the coalition has worked together to 
develop two policy scans.  The first will be distributed to 
Hattiesburg area employers and solicit data on company 
policies and practices in the two focal areas.  The second 
policy scan will be distributed to medical offices to solicit 
information on medical practices relating to infant and 
maternal health.   
 
Data collection will take place from June to August 2016.  
The data will then be used to develop community action 
plans based on the gaps identified in the data.   
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HAHC Purpose 
The Hattiesburg Area Health Coalition (HAHC), based in 
Hattiesburg, Mississippi, is one of three coalition chapters 
of the Gulf States Health Policy Center.  The coalition 
began meeting in November 2014 and has 26 active 
members.  The membership is diverse, representing local 
universities, the city, the health department at the local and 
state level, non-profits, students, and community members.   
 
The coalition has two policy focus areas: workplace 
wellness and infant and maternal health.  

Assessment 
HAHC is using social network analysis (SNA) to 
assess the effectiveness of the coalition work.  
For CRFT, we collected baseline SNA data and 
will re-evaluate at the end of the course (see 
Figure 2). Additionally, GSHPC partnerships are 
currently being assessed using a similar SNA 
survey.   

In Figure 2, each of the blue squares represents a 
CRFT fellow and the lines between these squares 
represent weighted relationships between the 
fellows.  This data was collected prior to the first 
CRFT meeting and will be re-collected following 
completion of the program. 
Figure 2: CRFT Baseline Sociogram 

 

 

Next Steps 

 

The overall goal of the GSHPC is to significantly 
reduce the burden of chronic disease in minority, low-
income, and other vulnerable populations in the Gulf 
region by conducting innovative health policy 
research.   The center aims to generate evidence-
based, community-initiated policy change that can 
significantly reduce racial/ethnic and socioeconomic 
disparities.   
 
The Center is a partnership among:  
•  Bayou Clinic, Inc.  
•  The University of Southern Mississippi 
•  The University of Alabama at Birmingham.    
 

Representatives of the Hattiesburg Area Health Coalition: 
Emma Fontenot, MA, The University of Southern Mississippi 
Ashley McKenzie-Skipper, Mississippi State Department of Health 
Tanya Funchess, PhD, Mississippi State Department of Health Office of Health Disparities 
Candace Forbes Bright, PhD, The University of Southern Mississippi 
Eboni Edmonson, MPH, The University of Alabama at Birmingham 

 
•  After the policy scans are completed, the collected 

data will be used to develop Community Action 
Plans. 

•  The CRFT program will graduate May 17, 2016. 
•  The GSHPC will continue to work with coalition 

partners to improve the health of the community 
 
 

Project Success 
The coalition has experienced success in terms of fostering 
collaborations and partnerships within the community.  
The Community Research Fellows Training (CRFT) 
program and several other community health-oriented 
projects have developed as the result of a partnership 
between HAHC and the MSDH.  As the coalition advances 
its policy scan efforts, members will use the data to create 
a community action plan.  Through these efforts, as well as 
training opportunities, HAHC is working to improve the 
health of the community.  

Nov 2014: First HAHC 
Meeting 

Jan-May 2015: Reviewed health data 
and policies  June 2015: Focus 

selected  
July 2015-Feb 2015: 
Developed policy scan 
instruments 

March 2015: Instruments 
reviewed by HR experts 

Current: Instruments under 
review by IRB 

Next steps: 1) Distribute to 
collect data and 2) Use data to 

develop Community Action Plan 


