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GREAT MINNESOTA OUTING LAUNCHES WITH VIDEO CAMPAIGN TO DEFEAT 
AMENDMENT THAT WOULD L IMIT FREEDOM TO MARRY 
 
LGBT Minnesotans come out online to reach neighbors, friends and colleagues who are likely to support gay 
rights if they are aware they know a gay or lesbian person   

MINNEAPOLIS , Minn. ( June 22 , 2012)  —  The Great Minnesota Outing (www.greatminnesotaouting.com) went live today as 

part of the effort to defeat a Minnesota amendment that limit the freedom to marry for committed same-sex couples.  The 

campaign collects videos produced by LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender) Minnesotans informing their friends 

and neighbors of their membership in the LGBT community and making an appeal to them to vote no on the amendment. 

The Great Minnesota Outing is acting on statistics that show people who know a LGBT person are far more supportive of gay 

rights, especially if they hear a direct appeal about the marriage amendment. 

“Coming out is both the revelation of a single fact and a powerful spark that ignites a process of 
reorienting minds to support LGBT rights.” 

—Jon Staff, Founder of the Great Minnesota Outing 

In their recordings, men and women identify themselves as LGBT, explain why they love Minnesota and express why it is 

important that Minnesota not limit the freedom of marriage for committed couples. Minnesotans can search for videos by 

city or zip code, funneling visitors towards people they are most likely to know in real life and thus most likely to be 

influenced by.  The campaign also features an integrated social media component to ensure videos are seen by a broad 

spectrum of voters. 

LGBT Minnesotans can log onto the website and share their own story. This is a difficult step for LGBT Minnesotans, but the 

courage it takes to come out publically is what makes the videos powerful.   

The Great Minnesota Outing also features a letter to the editor feature, a mentorship program, volunteer opportunities and 

LGBT resources. 

Minnesotans will vote on the amendment on November 6, 2012. Marriage for gay and lesbian couples in the state of 

Minnesota is already illegal. A yes  vote would put this law into the state constitution, shutting the door forever on the 

conversation about marriage and who should have the freedom to participate.  This could only be overturned by another 

constitutional amendment.  A no vote does not make marriage for same-sex couples legal in Minnesota, but keeps the 

conversation going and would allow the legislature to act on the issue in the future. 

The Great Minnesota Outing is an independent activism start-up founded by Jon Staff, a commercial and social entrepreneur 

originally from Bemidji and supported by a contingent of dedicated volunteers.  Jon graduated from Harvard University in 

2010. Partners of The Great Minnesota Outing include Minnesotans United for All Families, Project 515 and Mechanica.  

For more information, please visit www.greatminnesotaouting.com or contact Jon Staff at js@greatminnesotaouting.com or 

Catherine Gamble, Director of Public Relations at cg@greatminnesotaouting.com. 
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