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It was Saturday morning.  The three English children, Kirk, Luke, and 

Ellen, sat playing their favorite video game. Their dog, Comet, lay next to 

them, looking bored. 
This was the usual order for a weekend on their planet. Their parents 

were the King and Queen of English. They wouldn’t normally request the 
children’s presence until lunch time. 

Today was different. The king and queen hurried into the game room 

looking upset. Kirk and Ellen stopped playing immediately and stood to 
greet their parents.  

“What is it, Mother?” Ellen asked. 

“Yes, Father, is there a problem?” Kirk asked. Kirk was the oldest and 
was eager to please.  

“There is indeed a problem,” the king responded. He seemed more 
worried than Kirk could ever remember. 

“It involves all of you,” the queen explained. When she saw that young 

Luke was still focused on the game, she sighed. “Luke, you must stop 
playing and listen,” she said sternly. Luke glanced up and was convinced 

his mother was serious. He put his game controller down and stood to 
join them. 

“Children, our planet and all of Grammar Galaxy are being 

threatened,” the king said.  
Kirk stood tall and said, “Father, I will do whatever is necessary to 

protect our planet. You can trust me.” 

The king put his hand on Kirk’s shoulder. “I believe I can, Kirk. But 
this is a problem you cannot solve alone. You will need your brother and 

sister to help you.” 
Kirk looked at his younger sister, Ellen, and wondered how she could 

help him fight a real enemy. She wasn’t very good at fighting video-game 

aliens! Ellen seemed to read his mind and putting her hands on her hips, 
said, “I will also protect our planet, Father.”  

Both of the elder English children turned to look at Luke. He had a 

gift for gaming, but had a difficult time paying attention to much of 
anything else. They wondered how they could possibly need his help. “I’ll  

fight, too!” Luke proclaimed, pretending to kick and punch aliens. Little 
Comet barked his approval.
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The king couldn’t help but smile at his children’s courage. But they 
didn’t know what was happening. He asked the children to take a seat 

and ordered the gaming screen to play a commercial. 
Kids appeared on the screen who were using gaming devices to fire at 

alien ships. The game-playing kids laughed and smiled while an 
announcer spoke. “Our children…the hope of Grammar Galaxy. They can 
learn the battle skills they will need to defeat aliens in the future, or…”  

The screen changed to images of children bored with books. “…we can 
insist that children waste their time on books,” the announcer sneered. 
“The future belongs to gamers…not readers.” The commercial ended with 

a boy and girl celebrating their destruction of an alien ship. The 
announcer rapidly concluded, “Paid for by Citizens for a Better Galaxy.” 

 
“That was awesome!” Luke exclaimed. “Do you want us to become 

better gamers so we can save the galaxy?” 

“No,” his father answered, getting louder. “That’s the opposite of what 
we want.” 

“Children,” the queen began. “Grammar Galaxy owes its very 
existence to books.” 

“Yes,” Luke interrupted. “But games are the future!” 
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“No,” the king said a little too harshly. He calmed himself and said, 
“Grammar Galaxy will disappear without books. Let me explain.” The 

king stood and commanded the screen to display a graphic of Grammar 
Galaxy.  

“Here is planet English,” he said, pointing. “You know that anything 
that happens around the galaxy affects our citizens. In the same way, 
anything we do on planet English affects the galaxy.”  

The three English children nodded. “This ad campaign is telling 
parents to stop having their children read. It is changing life on our 
planet and in the galaxy at large.” The king began to pace as he went on. 

“The head librarian of our English libraries requested an emergency 
meeting with me. She told me that she 

will not be purchasing any more books 
because children aren’t checking them 
out.  

“That’s just the beginning. Because 
children aren’t reading, words on planet 

Vocabulary are dying. They aren’t being 
used because they aren’t being learned in 
books. Look!”  

 
The king ordered the screen to switch to a live feed of planet 

Vocabulary. The words exquisite, inestimable, and tenacity faced the 

camera, looking pale and weak. “I don’t know those words, Father,” Luke 

said sadly.  
“I’m not surprised, Luke. If you don’t start reading, there are many 

words you will never know. And Vocabulary isn’t the only planet in 

trouble. Show planet Spelling,” the king ordered. 
The screen showed letters running around in a panic. “What’s wrong 

with them, Father?” Ellen asked.  
“They don’t know their place anymore. Children aren’t reading books, 

so they aren’t learning how words are spelled,” her father explained. 

“The poor things look exhausted,” her mother added. 



exquisite – beautiful 

inestimable – valuable  

tenacity – determination 
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“The worst news of all is that our 
largest planet is failing. Go to planet 

Composition,” the king said. The screen 
gave a wide-angle view of the planet and 

then zoomed in to show Poetry City, 
deserted.  

“Where are all the poems, Father?” 

Kirk asked. 
“The same place as all the stories, papers, and books,” his father 

answered. “They’re leaving Grammar Galaxy.” He turned back to the 

screen. “Show Export City.” Poems, stories, papers, and books were 
boarding ships bound for planet Recycling. “You see, when children don’t 

read, they stop writing. They have fewer words to use, they don’t know 
how to spell, and they aren’t inspired to write. All these written works 
will disappear.” 

“What about the writing on the Internet?” Kirk asked. 
“With fewer visitors reading, websites will be shut down. We will lose 

everything that took years to create,” his mother said. 
“This is a disaster!” Kirk exclaimed. 
“Yes, Kirk, it is. I’m glad you understand,” the king answered. 

“Why are these advertisements being run if reading is so important to 
the survival of the galaxy?” Kirk asked. 

“Very good question, my son,” answered the queen. “We believe this is 

the work of our enemy.”  
“Video game makers?” suggested Luke. 

“No, dear, though I understand why you think they’re the problem. 
Instead, our galaxy’s enemy is…” she explained. 

“The Gremlin,” the king and queen said together. 

“From the beginning of Grammar Galaxy, he has sought to destroy us. 
He is most likely behind these advertisements,” the king said. 

“Father, just get him and put him in the dungeon!” Luke jumped up 

and pretended to slam the Gremlin into a cell.  
The king grinned at his youngest son. “The problem is we can’t see 

the Gremlin, but we can see the damage he does—damage we have to try 
to fix right away.” 

“Just tell us what to do,” Kirk said.  

“You have to get the children of planet English reading again.” 
“How can we do that, Father? We’re just children ourselves,” Ellen 

asked. 
The king drew his children close. He raised his hands over them and 

declared, “You are no longer just the royal children of planet English. 

You are Guardians of Grammar Galaxy. I give you the authority to assign 



composition – writing 
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our young people missions that can defeat the Gremlin. With their help, I 
know you can save the galaxy.”  

A servant entered the game room carrying a book, which the queen 
took from him. “You will need this,” she said, handing the book to Kirk. 

Luke and Ellen were eager to see it, and Ellen was first to read the 
book’s title, The Guide to Grammar Galaxy. The children stared at it and 
wondered what could be written in it that would be of help to them. 

“We are always here for you, children. But you must learn to rely on 
this guidebook if there is any hope for us,” the king said, reaching for his 

wife’s hand.  
 
When his parents left the room, Luke broke the silence. “Okay, are 

you guys up for another game of Super Nova?”  
“Luke, this is serious!” Ellen warned. 
“I am serious. I want to play!”  

Kirk ignored his siblings and opened the guidebook to the table of 
contents—the list of topics that were in the book. “The Importance of 

Reading” was the first entry, which he read to his brother and sister. 
 

The Importance of Reading 

The more you read, the better reader you will become. The better reader you are, the 
more you will know. The more you know, the more likely you are to get good grades, get a 
job you love someday, and even get along with others. 

The good news is you don’t have to read boring books to get all the benefits of reading. 
Reading books you enjoy will help you increase your vocabulary (learn new words). You 
will also learn to spell and write well. If you don’t read many books now, you can start 
today and still be a good reader. One of the best ways to find books you like is to go to the 
library.  

Reading books that are easy for you is a good place to start. But spend some time trying 
to read books that are a little more challenging, too. Read out loud, listen to audio books, 
and have someone read to you. 

  

“Now what do we do?” Ellen asked when Kirk finished reading from 
the guidebook.  

Kirk looked thoughtful and then certain. “We give kids a mission.” 
Once they had decided on a mission to solve the crisis, Ellen had an 

idea. She suggested giving each young person on the planet a mission 

manual. Luke insisted on getting a manual as well. Mission 1 on the 
importance of reading was written. It was then delivered to every young 
person on the planet with high hopes of saving Grammar Galaxy. 
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What does composition mean? 
  

Do you like to read? 
 

What would happen if everyone stopped reading and 

played video games instead? 
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