
MISSION TO MEMPHIS 
GRACE CHURCH COLLEGE MISSION TRIP 2018 

Memphis, Tennessee is the second largest city in the state and sits on the eastern bank of the 
Mississippi River. Memphis is home to BBQ, Elvis Presley, FedEx, rock and roll and blues music. 
It’s a city rich in culture, history, and heritage. Memphis has also been at the center of the civil 
rights movement and has been on the front lines of race issues affecting our country. It’s a city 
full of hope about the future for the gospel and how the gospel changes our lives. Next 
summer, we’ll have the chance to travel there for an exciting experience of service, worship, 
and personal growth.  

We hope you will join our mission trip team. We hope you will volunteer a week of your 
summer to serve, learn, and grow.  

Our college ministry is partnering with Serve901 whose mission is to partner college student 
volunteers with service organizations to facilitate interpersonal development and a renewed 
perspective of civic advocacy, interdependence, and respect for diversity through service-
learning trips. Serving in Memphis, we’ll have the chance to engage with the community, 
serve alongside local organizations, and learn how the good news of Jesus changes 
everything. You can find out more information about Serve901 at their website 
www.serve901.org or on social media @Serve901.  

Our mission trip is June 2–8, 2018 and the cost per student is $500. This packet contains 
several important documents you’ll need: 

1. Trip general information and application instructions  
2. Trip financial information  
3. A student application 
4. Two copies of the mission team covenant 
5. A Grace Church medical release form 
6. Important dates reminder 

If you would like to apply for the mission trip, please submit the student application, one 
signed copy of the mission team covenant, and the medical release form along with a $50 
deposit by Sunday, December 10, 2017. You will keep one copy of the team covenant for 
yourself along with the information documents and fundraising instructions. Students 
selected to go on the trip will be notified by December 17, 2017.  

Some of the information in this packet is tentative; we will communicate any changes as 
quickly as possible. I look forward to serving with you. 

Curtis Lindsey 
College Pastor 
curtis@gracechurch.com 



MEMPHIS TRIP GENERAL INFORMATION 
GRACE CHURCH COLLEGE MISSION TRIP 2018 

This packet contains much of the basic information about the trip. Some of this information is 
flexible and we will communicate any changes to you as quickly as possible. Please use this 
information to help you prayerfully consider applying for the trip. 

Working with Serve901 
Serve901’s mission is “to partner college student volunteers with service organizations to 
facilitate interpersonal development and a renewed perspective of civic advocacy, 
interdependence, and respect for diversity through service-learning trips.” By joining with 
Serve901 and serving the Memphis community, our group will be encouraged to work 
towards the greater good for all those in our local community.  

Serve901 fulfills this mission through helping groups like ours with various opportunities to 
engage, serve, and learn.  

Opportunities to engage 
A trip to Memphis will be a way for our group to engage a new culture and experience what it 
has to offer. There’s lot of opportunities to explore what the city has to offer and find plenty of 
things to see and do. We will soak in as much of the local flavor, food, history, and culture as 
we can. You can learn more about these ways to engage at www.serve901.org/engage.  

Opportunities to serve 
While working with Serve901, we’ll have the chance to serve in a variety of capacities 
throughout Memphis. These could include after school programs, local construction, 
neighborhood cleanup and beautification, international partnerships, homeless ministries, 
partnering with local hospitals, school projects, or urban farming. You can learn about these 
various ways we could be serving at www.serve901.org/serve.  

Opportunities to learn 
While in Memphis, Serve901 will host several training experiences for our team such as a 
history lesson of Memphis, discussing efforts toward racial reconciliation, visiting the National 
Civil Rights Museum, or panel discussions with leaders engaged in current urban issues. You 
can learn more at www.serve901.org/learn.  
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Trip itinerary and sample schedule 

Saturday, June 2 
Travel from Wichita Falls to Memphis 

Sunday, June 3 
Worship in Memphis at a local church in the morning 
Lunch and orientation for the week with the Serve901 team 
Visit the National Civil Rights Museum in the afternoon 
Visit downtown Memphis in the evening for dinner 

Monday, June 4 
Various work projects during the day (our job will likely change every day) 
Dinner with our team in the city 

Tuesday, June 5 
Various work projects during the day 
Meet with local leaders for dinner to hear about issues affecting Memphis 

Wednesday, June 6 
Roundtable breakfast with groups from across the country 
Various work projects during the day 

Thursday, June 7 
Various work projects during the day 
Dinner with our team in the city 

Friday, June 8 
Travel from Memphis to Wichita Falls 

You can find out more information on the basic itinerary at www.serve901.org/sampleweek.  

Lodging 
While in Memphis, we will be housed at the St. George’s Bunkhouse. It’s a facility specifically 
designed and built for Serve901 teams and is located in midtown Memphis. You can find out 
more information about St. George’s Bunkhouse and watch a video tour at 
www.serve901.org/bunkhouse.   
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Student qualifications and expectations to attend 
Students wanting to go on the trip must meet these three requirements: 
1. Be an active participant in the Grace Church college ministry. 
2. Attend required team meetings and fundraising opportunities. 
3. Commit to and uphold the team member covenant. 

Team meetings 
Our team meetings are designed to communicate information, build relationships among the 
team, and prepare ourselves spiritually and practically for the mission trip. These meetings will 
be the place to be best prepared for what God wants to do in and through you as a part of 
this mission trip team. Therefore, attendance of team meetings is incredibly important. You 
are required to attend at least three of the four scheduled team meetings. The meeting 
location will be communicated at a later time. 

The meeting dates are: 
1. January 21, 2018 from 1:30–3:00pm 
2. February 18, 2018 from 1:30–3:00pm 
3. March 25, 2018 from 1:30–3:00pm 
4. May 20, 2018 from 1:30–3:00pm 

At team meetings, we’ll prepare ourselves through study, Scripture memory, reading, and 
interacting. So it’s really important you’re there!  

How to apply for the mission trip 

1. Fill out the student application including a one-page testimony. 
2. Sign the team covenant. 
3. Fill out the required medical release form. 
4. Submit the completed forms during church office hours (Monday—Thursday 9:00 AM 

until 4:00 PM) or during one of our normal programming times. 
5. A non-refundable $50 deposit per student is required with your application. If you apply, 

submit a deposit, and are not accepted on the trip, the $50 deposit will be refunded.  

Applications are due by Sunday, December 10. We cannot accept late applications. 
Students who are accepted will be notified by Sunday, December 17.    
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Frequently asked questions 

What if I can’t afford to pay $500? Can I still go? 
Money will not keep you from attending. As long as you meet the qualifications and uphold 
the team covenant, you will be allowed to go no matter how much you can pay or how much 
money you have raised. See the financial information packet for more information. 

How is money handled?  
Money that is raised is credited first towards the balance of individual students. Then, if a 
student raises additional money, it is used towards the overall group cost. Donations will not 
be returned to donors should one individual student reach their support raising goal. 

When will my final payment be due? 
Our team will collect money from personal support raising and team fundraising through 
April 2018. At each team meeting, Curtis will distribute an updated account report for each 
student that shows your current trip balance. In April, Curtis will distribute a report that shows 
the final amount due. This final amount will factor in the entire amount of money raised for 
the team to determine how much additional money (if any) will be needed from each student. 
The final payment will be due at the May 20 team meeting. 

Is the trip safe? 
Serve901 has a good reputation in the community and with other work teams that have 
partnered with them. We believe they will provide a safe and productive environment for our 
team to serve and would not put our team at unnecessary risk.  

What should I pack? 
We will discuss the packing list in great detail at a later team meeting. Generally speaking, 
team members will need work clothes for the days, comfortable and modest clothes for the 
evenings, toiletries, linens, towels, spending money, etc. We do not encourage students to 
bring expensive items that might get lost like iPads or computers. 

Will I be allowed to use my phone on trip? 
Yes. We recognize that technology is an important part of our everyday lives and many of us 
experience the world in part through technology. However, we do ask that you keep this to a 
minimum such that it is not distracting for you or for the team. If necessary, Curtis will address 
this issue individually.  

What happens if someone gets hurt while on the trip? 
Our team will be working with local leaders representing Serve901 or their partner 
organizations who will be able to help us find necessary medical care, should the need arise.  

Page   of  4 4



MEMPHIS TRIP FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
GRACE CHURCH COLLEGE MISSION TRIP 2018 

We like to say “being able to pay for the mission trip is not a requirement for going on the 
mission trip.” You will meet the requirements to go through in other ways. However, we do 
want you prayerfully to trust God to provide for you the finances to go on the trip and to work 
to make this happen. This packet is designed to walk you through the process.  

Mission trip cost 
The cost to serve on the team is $500 per student. 

This cost includes: 
- Serve901 fees 
- Transportation to, from, and around Memphis 
- Food for breakfast, lunch, and 2–3 dinners while in Memphis 
- Several learning opportunities like admission to the National Civil Rights Museum 

This does not include (you’ll need to be prepared to pay for): 
- About 4 meals while traveling to and from Memphis 
- 2–3 dinners while in Memphis 
- Spending money for souvenirs 

Our goal is to help you raise most of the cost for the trip. We will do this in two ways: 
1. Each team member is required to send at least 5 donation letters to family, friends, and 

potential supporters. (More information on this below.)  
2. Our team will plan and execute at least one team fundraising event. Once we begin 

meeting in the spring of 2018, we’ll start planning this fundraising opportunity. 

Important note about funds raised 
All funds raised through support letters go to credit your trip account. If you should 
personally raise more than the $500 that is required for your trip, the additional funds will be 
used for the team to offset the cost for others who were not able to raise the full amount. If 
the team raises more money than is necessary for the team, surplus funds may be given back 
to team members. 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Raising financial support 
Raising financial support for a mission trip is not the easiest thing, and if you’re a bit nervous 
about asking people for money, don’t worry, you’re not alone! There are three things you need 
to keep in mind: 

1. Paying for the trip is not a requirement for serving on the trip. To serve on the trip you 
must meet the requirements agreed upon in the team covenant, which you’ll see do not 
include paying $500. If you’ve met the requirements for going, and done everything 
possible to try to raise the support, but you’re still not at $500, we’ll trust the Lord to 
provide for what the team needs to make the trip happen. 

2. Raising support for serving the Lord is a biblical concept. When the Lord 
commissioned Moses to construct the tabernacle for Israel to worship God in the 
wilderness, Moses raised support for this endeavor from among the people. You can read 
about their contributions in Exodus 35. Paul, the great missionary and apostle, often relied 
upon the generosity of others to continue his work. In fact, his letter to the Philippians is 
in many ways a “thank you” letter for their support of his work! You can read about this in 
Philippians 1:3–5 and 4:18–19.  

3. We are committed to helping you through every step of this process.  

Writing support letters 
Each team member is required to write and send at least five letters asking for financial 
support for the trip. To go about this, here are the five steps you should take: 

1. Pray about how you will raise support. Give this to the Lord. 

2. Write your support letter which you will send to family and friends. Here are some 
guidelines to keep in mind. (We’ve included a sample letter for you on the last page.) 
- Be concise. It should be no longer than one page. 
- Be accurate. Proofread the letter! 
- Be informative. Your letter should grab the attention of the reader and clearly 

communicate the following: 
- where and when you are going; 
- the goals of the project, what you hope to accomplish, or what you hope to learn; 
- who is sponsoring the trip (Grace Church); 
- the specific amount of your financial need ($500); 
- how they can participate through prayer (3–5 specific items for prayer);  
- and how they can participate financially. You must include “make checks payable to 

Grace Church,” directions for mailing the contribution, and a request to fill out the 
included support slip. (See the sample letter for this.)  

- Be thankful. Include a “thank you” for their consideration in investing in your trip. 
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3. Brainstorm to whom can you send letters. This could include family members, friends, 
mentors, coaches, leaders, neighbors, or anyone else you feel would benefit from 
knowing about the trip. 

4. Assemble your letters. Print your letters, sign them, and put them in the provided 
envelopes. Address the envelopes and bring the unsealed envelopes to Grace Church. We 
will include a return envelope for the prospective donor to use along with a support slip. 
We will also stamp the envelopes for you, so you do not need to stamp them yourselves. 
Remember you must send out at least 5 letters. Letters are due to Curtis at the first 
team meeting on January 21, 2018.  

5. Pray for those to whom you are sending letters and for the Lord to provide for your needs. 

You must send at least 5 letters, but we would encourage you to send more. We will stamp 
and mail as many letters as you want to send. If you need more envelopes, just ask! Be creative 
in thinking who might want to know about your trip. The more you send the more money you 
can raise.  

Team fundraising 
Once we meet in January, our mission trip team will decide on at least one team fundraising 
event we will plan and execute. Money raised at this event will benefit will be shared equally 
among the entire team.  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Sample support letter 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Stark, 

Our world seems to be growing more divided each day. Yet, God’s desire for his people is that 
they would be united. Although there are enormous challenges to make this a reality, I 
believe that I have been called to do my part in sharing the good news of Jesus with people 
and also reflecting the very heart heart of God who “practices steadfast love, justice, and 
righteousness in the earth,” (Jeremiah 9:24). This summer, I have the chance to do just that.  

I have been chosen to be a part of a team of college students and leaders from Grace Church 
who will travel to Memphis, Tennessee on June 2–8, 2018 where I will have an opportunity to 
serve others and grow my faith. In Memphis, we are working with an organization called 
Serve901 (www.serve901.org) whose mission is “to partner college student volunteers with 
service organizations to facilitate interpersonal development and a renewed perspective of 
civic advocacy, interdependence, and respect for diversity through service-learning trips.”  We 
will have the chance to engage with the local culture and history of the city. We will serve the 
community of Memphis through urban construction and development, running after school 
programs, ministering to the homeless, cleaning up neighborhoods, and much more. In doing 
all this, we’ll learn how leaders in Memphis integrate the good news of Jesus to some of the 
most pressing issues of our day including racial reconciliation and poverty alleviation. I would 
like to ask for your support to make this trip possible.  

First, you can support our trip through prayer. Please pray for the safety of our team, our 
team’s personal and spiritual growth that will come through our service, and the hearts of the 
friends we will meet and work alongside while in Memphis.  

Second, I invite you to consider investing in our trip with your financial support. The trip costs 
$500 per student which includes transportation, housing, many of the meals while on the trip, 
and supplies for our team. Any amount you are able to contribute will help me in my goal of 
growing spiritually and serving in Memphis. If you can provide financial support, please fill 
out the included support form and mail it with your donation to Grace Church. All donations 
are tax-deductible and checks should be made payable to “Grace Church.”  

Whether through prayer or financial support, thank you for your investment in our trip and 
the Lord’s work in our team and the city of Memphis. I would be more than happy to answer 
any questions or concerns you might have about the trip.  I look forward to reporting back to 
you about the great work our team will be able to accomplish this summer. 

Sincerely, 

Steve Rogers
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MEMPHIS TEAM APPLICATION 
GRACE CHURCH COLLEGE MISSION TRIP 2018 

The application is to be completed by all students desiring to be a part of the college mission trip to 
Memphis, TN on June 2–8, 2018. This is an application and does not guarantee a spot. 

Personal information 
Name _____________________________________  Today’s Date ______ / ______ / ______ 

Address ______________________________________________________________________ 

City _________________________________________  State _______  Zip ______________ 

Home phone ( ______ ) ________________   Cell phone ( ______ ) _____________________ 

Email address ________________________________________________________________ 

Date of birth ______ / ______ / ______  T-shirt size ______ 

School classification for Spring 2018 (circle one)     Fr     So     Jr     Sr     Sr+ 

Do you have any allergies? ______  If yes, please explain:  

Do you have any physical limitations or disabilities that would affect your participation in less 
than ideal conditions, such as extreme heat, limited food choices, etc.? _______  
If yes, please explain: 

Family information 
Father’s name ________________________ 

Address _____________________________ 

City _________________________________  

State ________  Zip ____________________ 

Home phone ( ______ ) _________________ 

Cell phone ( ______ ) ___________________ 

Email _______________________________ 

Mother’s name ________________________ 

Address _____________________________ 

City _________________________________ 

State ________  Zip ____________________ 

Home phone ( ______ ) _________________ 

Cell phone ( ______ ) ___________________ 

Email _______________________________ 

Page   of  1 2



Applicant questions 
Please attach a ONE-PAGE copy of your personal testimony which includes 
(1) how you came to know Jesus Christ as your personal Savior, and (2) your personal 
commitment to spiritual growth. 

Why do you want to participate in this mission trip? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Do you have any specific skills or talents (e.g. construction, teaching, agricultural, etc.) that will 
contribute to the trip?  
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Please describe any previous experience (e.g. previous mission trips, ministry experience, 
leadership opportunities, travel, etc.) that would aid you on this trip.  
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Applicant’s statement 
I am committed to this endeavor and desire to serve the Lord in Memphis, TN. I realize that I 
am responsible for raising my own support/funding. I understand there are no refunds. I am 
committed to all that is outlined within the team covenant. I agree to follow the instructions 
and rules given by Grace Church and Serve901. 

Student signature _____________________________________  Date _____ / _____ / _____ 

By signing this application, you are also affirming that you have your parent or guardian’s 
permission to go on the trip. Please talk with them before applying.  
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MEMPHIS TEAM COVENANT 
GRACE CHURCH COLLEGE MISSION TRIP 2018 

With a deep commitment to disciple both the individual participant and the overall group, the 
leadership team of Grace Church has designed a covenant for trip participants. In order to 
promote unity within the group, maintain a lifestyle that is above reproach, and foster 
relationships among the team, we ask each team member to enter into the following covenant. 

Please read this covenant carefully and sign both copies and return one copy to the office with 
your other forms. If you want to discuss this covenant, please contact Curtis at (940) 692–4251 or 
curtis@gracechurch.com. 

I am committed to being an active participant in the college ministry at Grace Church. 

I am committed to honoring the Lord through my attitude, relationships, and work ethic both 
leading up to, and during, the trip. 

I am committed to attending and participating in our team meetings in order to build team 
relationships, receive information, and plan accordingly for this trip. I understand that I must 
attend three of the scheduled four team meetings and participate in the additional 
fundraising opportunities. 

In the event I must miss a team meeting, I understand that it is my responsibility to inform my 
team leader that I will not be able to attend and to get the information from that meeting.  

I am committed to avoiding a critical attitude in regards to the people of Memphis, my 
teammates, or my leaders.  

As a participant on this trip, I am committed to maintaining a lifestyle that reflects devotion 
to Jesus Christ in all areas of my life, including sexual purity and the use of tobacco, alcohol, 
and drugs. While in Memphis, I understand that my actions will reflect Grace Church, 
Serve901, and the name of Jesus Christ.  

I understand that time, plans, and resources are being spent on the basis of me signing this 
covenant and I will be responsible for any money that is unrecoverable in the event that I am 
unable to keep my commitment. I understand that if I am unable to uphold this covenant, I 
might not be allowed to go on the trip. Furthermore, I understand that if, while in Memphis, I 
am unable to uphold this covenant, I may be sent home early at my own expense. 

Student Name: _________________________________________________________________ 

Student Signature: ______________________________________________________________ 



MEMPHIS TEAM COVENANT 
GRACE CHURCH COLLEGE MISSION TRIP 2018 

With a deep commitment to disciple both the individual participant and the overall group, the 
leadership team of Grace Church has designed a covenant for trip participants. In order to 
promote unity within the group, maintain a lifestyle that is above reproach, and foster 
relationships among the team, we ask each team member to enter into the following covenant. 

Please read this covenant carefully and sign both copies and return one copy to the office with 
your other forms. If you want to discuss this covenant, please contact Curtis at (940) 692–4251 or 
curtis@gracechurch.com. 

I am committed to being an active participant in the college ministry at Grace Church. 

I am committed to honoring the Lord through my attitude, relationships, and work ethic both 
leading up to, and during, the trip. 

I am committed to attending and participating in our team meetings in order to build team 
relationships, receive information, and plan accordingly for this trip. I understand that I must 
attend three of the scheduled four team meetings and participate in the additional 
fundraising opportunities. 

In the event I must miss a team meeting, I understand that it is my responsibility to inform my 
team leader that I will not be able to attend and to get the information from that meeting.  

I am committed to avoiding a critical attitude in regards to the people of Memphis, my 
teammates, or my leaders.  

As a participant on this trip, I am committed to maintaining a lifestyle that reflects devotion 
to Jesus Christ in all areas of my life, including sexual purity and the use of tobacco, alcohol, 
and drugs. While in Memphis, I understand that my actions will reflect Grace Church, 
Serve901, and the name of Jesus Christ.  

I understand that time, plans, and resources are being spent on the basis of me signing this 
covenant and I will be responsible for any money that is unrecoverable in the event that I am 
unable to keep my commitment. I understand that if I am unable to uphold this covenant, I 
might not be allowed to go on the trip. Furthermore, I understand that if, while in Memphis, I 
am unable to uphold this covenant, I may be sent home early at my own expense. 

Student Name: _________________________________________________________________ 

Student Signature: ______________________________________________________________ 



Grace Church College Ministry General Release Form 
If there is a change in any of this information, a new form must be filled out. 

Student’s personal information 
Student’s full name: ____________________________________  Birthday: _____ /_____ /______  Age: _____  Male / Female 

Doctor’s name: ____________________________________  City: ____________________  State: _____  Phone: ________________ 

Insurance company: ____________________________________  Group No: _________________  Policy No: __________________ 

Should your activities be restricted for any reason? If yes, please explain. ________________________________________________ 

Please list any allergies (foods, plants, medicine, etc.): _______________________________________________________________  

Do you have any medical problems? (e.g. epilepsy, heart trouble, diabetes, etc.) __________________________________________  

Current medications, including psychiatric (please use the back if more room is required)  
Medication    Name    Frequency    Dosage    Explanation  

Emergency contact information  
1. Name: ____________________________________  Phone: ______________________  Relation: ________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________  City: ____________________  State: _____  Zip: ________________  

2. Name: ____________________________________  Phone: ______________________  Relation: ________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________  City: ____________________  State: _____  Zip: ________________ 

Medical and general release 

I/We authorize Grace Church, located at 5214 Stone Lake Dr., Wichita Falls, TX, 76310, its agents, volunteers, employees, officers or 
directors, in whose care the minor child has been entrusted by me/us, to consent to any x-ray examination, anesthetic, dental or surgical 
diagnosis or treatment and hospital care to be rendered to the minor under the general care and special supervision of a physician and/
or a dentist. It is understood this authorization is given in advance of any specific diagnosis, treatment, or hospital care being required, 
but is given to provide authority and power on the part of GRACE CHURCH, its agents, volunteers, employees, officers or directors, to give 
specific consent to any and all such diagnosis, treatment, or hospital care which a treating physician and/or dentist in the exercise of his/
her best judgment may deem advisable in the event of injury to or illness of the minor child.  

This Authorization shall remain in effect and any treatments authorized herein shall begin prior to such date, unless sooner revoked by 
the undersigned in writing delivered to GRACE CHURCH. This also releases GRACE CHURCH, its agents, volunteers, employees, officers, or 
directors from any and all costs and expenses, including but not limited to, attorneys fees, reasonable investigative and discovery costs, 
court costs, and all other sums which GRACE CHURCH, its agents, volunteers, employees, officers, or directors may pay or become 
obligated to pay on account of any, all and every demand for, claim or assertion of liability, or any claim or action founded for, arising or 
alleged to have arisen out of the activity for with Authorization is given or the use of real property belonging to GRACE CHURCH, its 
agents, volunteers, employees, officers, and/or directors, or by any action omission by thse minor child.  

Transportation release (please initial) ______ 
Please be aware that students will be transported to and from the event in a church, rental, or private vehicle.  

Insurance release (please initial) ______ 
I realize that church insurance begins where the individual’s health and accident policy terminates. It is only valid when other 
insurance has been extended to its limits.  

Personal belongings release (please initial) ______  
I realize that Grace Church is not responsible for personal belongings.  

Discipline release (please initial) ______ 
In the event of serious/repeated misconduct and/or violation of law, I authorize the staff to send my student home at my expense.  

Photography release (please initial) ______ 
Photos taken at Grace Church events may include my student, and these images may be used to promote future activities.  

________________     ____________________________________     ____________________________________      
               Date             Your name (please print)                   Signature 

Revised November 2017




