
 
Caddie Information 

For 2019 Alberta Golf Championships 
 
The following outlines information for caddies according to the Rules of Golf and helpful tips: 
 
Caddie Definition: Someone who helps a player during a round, including in these ways: 
 
§ Carrying, Transporting or Handling Clubs: A person who carries, transports (such as by cart or trolley) or 

handles a player’s clubs during play is the player’s caddie even if not named as a caddie by the player, 
except when done to move the player’s clubs, bag or cart out of the way or as a courtesy (such as getting 
a club the player left behind). 

§ Giving Advice: A player’s caddie is the only person (other than a partner or partner’s caddie) a player may 
ask for advice. 

§ A caddie may also help the player in other ways allowed by the Rules (see Rule 10.3b). 
 
See Rule 10.3: Caddies 
Purpose of Rule: The player may have a caddie to carry the player’s clubs and give advice and other help 
during the round, but there are limits to what the caddie is allowed to do. The player is responsible for the 
caddie’s actions during the round and will get a penalty if the caddie breaches the Rules. 
 
Rule 10.3a: Caddie May Help Player During Round 

 
(1) Player Allowed Only One Caddie at a Time. 

 
A player may have a caddie to carry, transport and handle his or her clubs, give advice and help him or her in 
other ways allowed during a round, but with these limitations: 
 
§ The player must not have more than one caddie at any one time. 
§ The player may change caddies during a round; but must not do so temporarily for the sole purpose of 

getting advice from the new caddie. 
§ Whether or not the player has a caddie, any other person who walks or rides along with the player or 

who carries other things for the player (such as a rain-suit, umbrella or food and drink) is not the player’s 
caddie unless he or she is named as such by the player or also carries, transports or handles the player’s 
clubs. 
 

(2) Two or More Players May Share a Caddie.  
 
When there is a Rules issue involving a specific action of a shared caddie and it needs to be decided which 
player the action was taken for: 

 
§ If the caddie’s action was taken at the specific direction of one of the players sharing the caddie, the 

action was taken for that player. 
§ If none of those players specifically directed that action, the action is treated as taken for the player 

sharing the caddie whose ball was involved. 



 
Penalty for Breach of Rule 10.3a: 
The player gets the general penalty for each hole during which he or she is helped by more than one caddie 
at any one time. If the breach happens or continues between two holes, the player gets the general penalty 
for the next hole. 
 
Rule 10.3b: What a Caddie May Do 
 
These are examples of what a caddie is allowed and not allowed to do: 
 
(1) Actions Always Allowed.  
 
A caddie may always take these actions when allowed under the Rules:  
 
§ Carry, transport and handle the player’s clubs and other equipment (including driving a cart or pulling a 

trolley). 
§ Search for the player’s ball (Rule 7.1). 
§ Give information, advice and other help before the stroke is made (Rules 10.2a and 10.2b). 
§ Smooth bunkers or take other actions to care for the course (Rules 8.2 Exception, 8.3 Exception and 

12.2b(2) and (3)). 
§ Remove sand and loose soil and repair damage on the putting green (Rule 13.1c). 
§ Remove or attend the flagstick (Rule 13.2b). 
§ Mark the spot of the player’s ball and lift and replace the ball on the putting green (Rules 14.1b Exception 

and 14.2b). 
§ Clean the player’s ball (Rule 14.1c). 
§ Remove loose impediments and movable obstructions (Rules 15.1 and 15.2). 
 
(2) Actions Allowed Only with Player’s Authorization.  
 
A caddie may take these actions only when the Rules allow the player to take them and only with the player’s 
authorization (which must be given specifically each time rather than given generally for a round): 
 
§ Restore conditions that were worsened after the player’s ball came to rest (Rule 8.1d). 
§ When the player’s ball is anywhere except on the putting green, lift the player’s ball under a Rule 

requiring it to be replaced or after the player has decided to take relief under a Rule (Rule 14.1b). 
 
(3) Actions Not Allowed.  
 
A caddie is not allowed to take these actions for the player: 
 
§ Concede the next stroke, a hole or the match to the opponent or agree with the opponent on the match 

score (Rule 3.2). 
§ Deliberately stand on or close to an extension of the line of play behind the player’s ball when the player 

begins taking a stance for the stroke and until the stroke is made (Rule 10.2b(4)) or take other actions 
prohibited by Rule 10.2b. 

§ Replace a ball, unless the caddie had lifted or moved the ball (Rule 14.2b). 
§ Drop or place a ball in a relief area (Rule 14.3). 
§ Decide to take relief under a Rule (such as treating a ball as unplayable under Rule 19 or taking relief 

from an abnormal course condition or penalty area under Rule 16.1 or 17); the caddie may advise the 
player to do so, but the player must decide. 



 
Rule 10.3c: Player Responsible for Caddie’s Actions and Breach of Rules 
 
A player is responsible for his or her caddie’s actions both during a round and while play is stopped under 
Rule 5.7a, but not before or after a round. 
 
If the caddie’s action breaches a Rule or would breach a Rule if the action was taken by the player, the player 
gets the penalty under that Rule. 
 
When application of a Rule depends on whether the player is aware of certain facts, the player’s knowledge 
is treated as including whatever is known by his or her caddie. 
 
Tips for Caddies: 
 
§ Before a round begins the caddie should clean and count the player’s clubs (14 maximum). Inspect the 

golf bag to ensure there are enough balls, tees, gloves, etc. 
§ Carrying/Transporting golf clubs. Care should be taken when carrying clubs to prevent them from rattling 

when near golfers. If carrying, do not drop clubs; to prevent noise and damage to grass. Clubs should be 
placed well away from any possible line of play. To speed up play, when the player is on the green 
determine the direction to the next tee and place the bag close to that exit point. 

§ Make sure the player’s clubs are clean before every shot. A wet towel and tee or groove cleaning tool are 
essential. 

§ You should clean golf balls: before a round, before play of a hole, when the player or you pick up their 
ball from the green, and other situations when the player gives you the ball to clean. 

§ Replace the golfer’s fairway divot or fill with sand/seed. 
§ Repair ball marks on the green. 
§ A caddie may give their player advice on anything at any time, this includes yardages, club selection, how 

to play a shot, Rules, etc. 
§ Keep sight of your player’s ball. Spot where it lands. 
§ Familiarize yourself with the competition “Dress Codes and Code of Conduct”. 
§ Keep pace with your golfer. Keep back and still when he or she is swinging. 
§ Learn the Rules about Flagsticks (Rule 13.2). 
§ When attending the Flagstick hold the Flagstick while standing to one side, do not stand on the line of 

the putt. Pull it out part way from the bottom of the hole so that when the putt is struck you can remove 
it easily. Always remove the flagstick when the putt is struck. 

§ On the green do not walk on your player’s (or anyone else’s) line of putt. 
§ If your player is in a bunker be ready with a rake (if it is a greenside bunker have the putter ready as 

well). After the player hits out of the bunker (hand him or her his or her putter) rake the bunker. Never 
rake the bunker before the player plays from a bunker. 

§ Do not substitute a player’s ball with another ball without the player’s consent. 
§ Do not touch or lift a player’s ball in play (except on the putting green after marking). 
§ Immediately inform your player of important information. E.g.: Thunder, damaged club, ball deflected by 

outside agency, ball accidentally moved by caddie, etc. 
§ A caddie should not search for his or her player’s ball until directed to do so by the player. 
 
 


