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President’s Report 

It has indeed been a pleasure and a privilege 
to serve as President of Alberta Golf in the 
Association’s centennial year. It is humbling 
to look back at the illustrious list of Albertans 
who have led the association so successfully 
for 100 years, knowing that I have had the 
opportunity to join such an elite group.

The intent of this Presidential Report is 
to provide a summary of the tremendous 
amount of progress that we have made as an 
organization during the past year and to help 
provide insight and context for the coming 
year. As everyone who is involved in the golf 
industry now knows, we are facing a downturn 
in the popularity of our game and we need to 
do all that we can to stem the tide.

To that end, over the past two years, the Alberta 
Golf Board of Directors moved proactively away 
from leading from an Operational Board model 
towards a leaner, Policy Governance Board 
approach in order to improve the performance 
of the association for the benefit of its 
membership. As one of its first imperatives, the 
Board of Directors developed a comprehensive 
three year strategic plan to provide the road 
map for future grow the game initiatives. The 
Strategic Plan process resulted in refining our 
vision, defining our mission and establishing 
clear goals and targets for our operational 
staff.

One of the vibrant strategic imperatives 
identified was to draw upon the strengths of our 
allies in the Alberta golf industry. We are very 
fortunate that we are in a community in which 
there is a collaborative spirit where working 
together for the betterment of the Game of 
Golf is not just a mantra, but a call to action. 
To that end, it was exciting to see the creation 
of the National Allied Golf Associations Alberta. 
NAGA Alberta is comprised of the following 
associations: Alberta Golf Association, Alberta 
Golf Superintendents Association, Canadian 
Society of Club Managers – Alberta, National 
Golf Course Owners Association Canada – 
Alberta Chapter and the Professional Golfers 
Association of Alberta. One of the many NAGA 
Alberta objectives is to work in a synergistic 
manner to ensure a strong future for golf. The 
forming of this forward thinking organization 

will also prove to have a positive impact on our 
organization as well, as we continually strive  
together to satisfy and service the needs of 
our respective memberships.

During our strategic planning process I 
commend the Board of Directors for staying 
true to its guiding principles of being open 
to any alternatives which could promote the 
game at all levels as a game for life. 

From the strategic planning process the Board 
of Directors agreed on pursuing three key 
areas to position Alberta Golf for the future. 
First, under the leadership and direction of 
the Human Resources Standing Committee we 
initiated and were successful in again securing 
Brent Ellenton as our Executive Director/CEO. 
After 24 years in this position, we are excited 
to have the chance to employ an operational 
leader with his experience and vision who will 
also provide valuable mentorship for our staff, 
thereby providing for an effective succession 
plan for the future. 

Sandra Craig,
Alberta Golf President & Pinebrook GCC Member



Second, we carried out a comprehensive 
review of the association governance structure 
and in so doing created the following standing 
committees: Nominating Committee, Audit 
and Risk Management Committee, Human 
Resources and Compensation Committee and 
Governance Committee. Under the guidance 
of these committees the organization will 
become more efficient and effective as we will 
be utilizing our Board members to the utmost 
of their skills and knowledge. The committees 
will unquestionably provide a valuable resource 
for the governance of Alberta Golf.

Third, through the hard work of the various 
standing committees and under the directive 
of the Governance Committee, the Board of 
Directors approved a new set of governance 
policies that are captured in the Policy Manual 
and the Staff Personnel Policies Manual. With 
the development and acceptance of our new 
Policy Manuals, we now have in place the 
required structure and continuity required for 
the basis of effective operations and decision 
making within Alberta Golf.

All of this year’s tremendous progress could not 
have been accomplished without the support 
and active participation of each Director on 
the Board. For that, I thank them. And I thank 
them for the knowledge, expertise, talents and 
commitment they have brought to Alberta Golf. 
The Board of Director’s can take pride in the 
fact that collectively we are positioning Alberta 
Golf for further success in the future. To our 
100 strong, dedicated, volunteers I thank you 
for being the outstanding operational resource 
that is required for our operational staff to 
carry out and fulfill our Strategic Plan. To our 
operational staff, thank you for choosing golf 
as your career path and for being the heart, 
soul and future of Alberta Golf.

Enthusiasts such as Troy Suddaby (Grande Prairie) 
and William Skinner (Peace River) are just two 
members of a 100 strong volunteer core that 
selflessly contribute their experience, education and 
passion to promoting the game of golf throughout 
the province on behalf of Alberta Golf each year.

Finally, I would like to thank the Alberta 
Golf Member Clubs’ professional staff, Board 
Members, volunteers and individual golfers for 
their support and enthusiasm for the game. 
Your continuing loyalty is providing the nucleus 
for the game to grow and prosper. Recent 
studies indicate that over 15% of Alberta’s 
total population golf at least once each year. 
As we move toward the future, together we 
can ensure that golf is perfectly positioned to 
deliver positive health and wellness benefits 
for all Albertans.

Sandra Craig
President
Alberta Golf



Executive Director / CEO’s Report 

Over the past year, Alberta Golf celebrated 
its 100th anniversary of serving the best 
interests of the game, indeed for both 
golf clubs and individual golfers. It’s hard 
to believe that in the fall of 1912, the 
five founding member clubs – Lethbridge 
Country Club, Fort Macleod Golf Club, 
Calgary Golf and Country Club, Calgary 
St. Andrews Golf Club and the Edmonton 
Country Club met to formalize the creation 
of the Alberta Golf Association. At the 
time, the clubs themselves were brand 
new entities struggling to get a foothold, 
but nevertheless they had the foresight to 
create an organizing body to maintain the 
standards of the game.

Since that time, the club volunteers - 
who in many cases dedicated their lives 
to upholding the standards on behalf of 
the clubs and Alberta Golf - toiled hard to 
ensure that the mission entrusted to them 
was upheld to the highest degree.

Over 100 years, this same attitude has 
been passed from one generation to the 
next; each generation seeking to raise the 
bar and to share their love of the game with 
ever increasing numbers of Albertans. 

There is no question that golf grew 
in popularity over the last 100 years, 
often driven by real estate booms and 
population explosions. But at the root 
of golf’s continuing growth - despite the 
struggles of two world wars, economic 
depressions and taming a wild land – was 
the passion for the game. A passion that 
first bloomed near Fort Macleod in 1885 
when early Scottish members of the North 
West Mounted Police starting bunting their 
“gutty’s” around native prairie grasses; a 
passion that would soon spread like wildfire 
throughout the province. Wherever there 
was an unclaimed piece of property, there 
seemingly would be golfers and soon golf 
courses. And as is the nature of man, 
bragging rights were to be claimed and 
rudimentary golf championships began to 
be played. The standard of play accelerated 

and new hero’s born. 

From the first recorded amateur champions in 
1908 – Charlie Hague of Calgary, Miss Brown 
of Edmonton – annual events have been held 
to bring together those seeking to excel, but 
also those wishing to share a joke, a slap on 
the back, or perhaps a wee dram.

Who were the best players? There were many, 
and they have been celebrated through the 
many Hall of Fames. Their records and legends 
have been enshrined. But to all of the greats 
that have passed through the past 100 years, I 
am positive they all wouldn’t hesitate to trade 
all of their accolades for just another 18 holes 
with their favorite buddies, on their favorite 
course. And that is the enduring treasure of 
golf, it is a fabulous game for life!

To continue to grow the game, we must build 
from the spirit of our forefathers by working 
together in collaboration to ensure a strong 
future for golf. 

Brent Ellenton,
Alberta Golf Executive Director/CEO & 

Carnmoney GC Member 



Over the past year Alberta Golf took 
the time to celebrate ten decades of 
golf by publishing 25,000 issues of the 
commemorative Alberta Golfer magazine 
aptly entitled “A History of Golf in Alberta;” 
produced a 10 minute video highlighting 
the provinces rich golf history; circulated 
commemorative “3D” 100th anniversary 
plaques to each member golf club; opened 
an on-line souvenir store; circulated 
commemorative coins and memorabilia 
at events; planted the seeds for revenue 
diversification by hiring a professional 
fundraising firm; and concluded the year 
with a festive centennial Annual General 
Meeting that saluted the pioneer builders 
and players that set the template from 
which the game has grown. 

However, as engaging as celebrating golf’s 
illustrious past was, we continued to work 
on growing the game for the future. It was 
exciting to see our Public Player Program 
continue to prosper as it grew another 
18% over the year. As current trends show 
a shift towards public play facilities, this 
membership category will play a major part 
of Alberta Golf’s future. 

We remain dedicated to bringing new 
players into the game and our National Golf 
in Schools Program continues to outreach 
our expectations. In 2012, the number 
of schools hosting learn to play programs 
increased from 145 to 225. Then, in the fall 
the exciting new High School learn to golf 
program was launched and it will definitely 
provide a bridge to a bright golfing future 
for many young Albertans. 

During the summer, we surveyed those 
members who activated their membership 
cards to get a sense of the services they 
deemed most important. At the top of the 
list was handicapping and course ratings. To 
that end, our volunteer course rating teams 
completed 27 ratings and we can now boast 
that 178 clubs and their 57,000 associated 
golfers now use the robust centralized 
RCGA Network as their preferred handicap 
system provider.

Investing in the future has always been 
an Alberta Golf cornerstone, and this year 
through our Foundation we were pleased to

have provided $57,000 in scholarship 
awards to 28 students. We were also proud 
to donate a further $15,000 to the Prairie
Turfgrass Research Centre bringing our 
total contributions since 1988 to $270,000. 
With our course superintendents facing 
ever tougher environmental challenges, it is 
vital that we continue to provide funding to 
research better agronomic methodology to 
ensure we can continue to play on the best 
possible facilities. Meanwhile, our Athlete 
Assistance fund of $20,000 supported 
players attending national championships.

Finally, our Player Development initiatives 
continue to produce terrific results and this 
year it was with pride we noted that 6 boys 
and 3 girls were in the top 27 positions of 
the Golf Canada Order of Merit standings.
 
To conclude, let’s raise a glass to all of 
the golfers that have come before us over 
the past 100 years, that established the 
blueprint for the game to grow and who 
after it was all said and done - whether they 
be high handicappers, scratch golfers, or 
champions - all enjoyed the camaraderie, 
personal challenge and chance to spend 
four hours on some of the finest green 
spaces in the world, most of all!

Brent Ellenton
Executive Director/CEO
Alberta Golf

 

Alberta Golf is dedicated to growing the game  
and initiatives such as the National Golf in 

Schools program is designed  to attract new 
players through fun, interactive skill development 

programs.  



Foundation President’s Report

The Alberta Golf Association Foundation 
which was established under the Alberta 
Societies Act in 1994 continues to grow 
for the benefit of our next generation of 
leaders through post-secondary scholarship 
funding. 

Over the past eighteen months we were 
pleased to welcome two new endowments 
into the Foundation. 

The Christa Spahmann Memorial 
Endowment of $26,530 was contributed 
through a fundraising tournament held to 
honour this young, fun loving golfer who 
passed away prematurely. Investment 
income from this fund provides scholarship 
funding for Southern Alberta girls pursuing 
a post-secondary education. 

Calgary entrepreneur and philanthropist, 
Mr. Bob Rintoul, provided a $50,000 
endowment this past year to also provide 
a lasting scholarship legacy. Again, 
investment income from this fund provides 
annual post-secondary scholarships to 
Southern Alberta area students. 

We were again excited to be able to raise 
scholarship funding through the Alberta 
Gaming and Liquor Commission’s program 
of working a casino every 24 months. 
This venture held in December raised 
$76,552.00 of which we use half for current 
year’s scholarships and defer the other half 
for the ensuing year in order to balance out 
our annual scholarship offerings. I would 
like to thank all of the dedicated Volunteers 
who contributed a shift to the cause this 
past year.

This year the Foundation Scholarship 
Committee was delighted to award 
$57,000.00 to 28 students pursuing their 
post-secondary futures. The AGAF Casino 
continues to be an important part of the 
awards program contributing $35,000.00 
while our patrons added $22,000.00 to the 
total.

To conclude, we would like to express our 
deep gratitude to the following Patrons who 
provide such terrific support for our leaders 
of tomorrow. 
 
Patrons:  
    
Bob Rintoul Endowment 
Charles C. Reid Foundation Donation
Christa Spahmann Memorial Endowment 
Frank Lindsay Memorial Endowment
Lola Rozsa Memorial Endowment
McLennan Ross Sun Junior Golf Tour Donation 
Mike Bower Memorial Donation  
R.E Courage Memorial Endowment 
Sun Life Financial Donation
 
Florin Bergh 
Alberta Golf Association Foundation President

Florin Bergh,
Alberta Golf Foundation President

& Highlands GC Member



 
Alberta Open (Presented by Fidelity 
Investments & LONGball Inc.) Champion:
Wes Heffernan, Silver Springs GCC (210)

Alberta Open (Presented by Fidelity 
Investments & LONGball Inc.) Low 
Amateur: 
Adam Novakowski, Grande Prairie GCC (214)

Sun Life Financial Alberta Men’s Amateur 
Champion:
Riley Fleming, Country Hills GC (283)

Sun Life Financial Alberta Ladies’ Amateur 
Champion:
Jocelyn Alford, Earl Grey GC (288)

All Weather Windows Alberta Men’s Mid-
Amateur Champion:
David Schultz, Country Hills GC (216)

Alberta Ladies’ Mid-Amateur Champion: 
Jessica Luciuk, Barrhead (220)

Alberta Ladies’ Mid-Master Champion:
Kim Carrington, Willow Park GCC (226)

Alberta Men’s Mid Handicap Champion: 
Morgan Mackay, PPC (150)

Alberta Men’s Public Players Club 
Champion:
Eric Pinnell, PPC (160)

Alberta Ladies’ Mid Handicap Champion: 
Kristine Telenko, Cardiff GC (174)

Alberta Ladies’ Marg Ward Champion:
Carol Pawlenchuk, Highlands GC (208)

Alberta Men’s Senior Champion: 
Frank Van Dornick, Camrose Golf Group (203)

Alberta Men’s Super-Senior Champion:
Al Steingart, Priddis Greens GCC (235)

Alberta Ladies’ Senior Champion: 
Alison Murdoch, Victoria GC (233) 

Alberta Ladies’ Super-Senior Champion:
Diane Williams, Canyon Meadows GCC (249)

Frank Lindsay Alberta Junior Boys 
Champion: 
Matt Williams, Pinebrook GCC (271) 

Frank Lindsay Alberta Juvenile Boys 
Champion:
Matt Williams, Pinebrook GCC (271)

Alberta Junior Girls Champion:
Jennifer Ha, Glencoe GCC (297)

Alberta Juvenile Girls Champion:
Sabrine Garrison, Country Hills GC (298)

Alberta Bantam Junior Boys Champion: 
Brendan Brown, Silverwing GC (150)

Alberta Bantam Junior Girls Champion: 
Katy Rutherford, Pinebrook GCC (162)

Men’s Interclub Champions: 
Sirocco GC: Chad Gaudry, Blair Bromley, Lee 
Lodge, Chris Patrick (214)

Ladies Team Classic South Champions: 
Alison Pennie, Louise Ellenton, Canmore GC 
(123)

Ladies Team Classic North Champions: 
Judy Thompson, Betty Fisher (125), Sylvan 
Lake GC and Stony Plain GC

Results of the 2012 Provincial Tournaments

Wes Heffernan of Calgary won his fifth Alberta 
Open title in 7 years at the Carnmoney Golf 
Club this summer.  A fine product of the Alberta 
Golf Junior Development program, Wes is 
hoping to catapult himself  and his winning 
ways onto the PGA Tour this coming year.



 

July 23rd – 27th Pacific Coast Amateur 
Championship – Bandon Dunes Golf Club,
Oregon
Team Alberta – 14th Place 
Dan Pow, Glencoe GCC, Lewis Chong, 
Lethbridge CC, Neil Thomas, Edmonton CC

July 24th – 26th Boys Junior Americas Cup
Banbury Golf Course, Idaho
Team Alberta – 7th Place 
Matt Williams, Pinebrook GCC, Tyler Saunders,
Glendale GCC, AJ Armstrong, Sturgeon Valley 
GCC, Ian Mmbando, Henderson Lake GC

July 24th – 26th Girls Junior Americas Cup
Wailea GC, Hawaii
Team Alberta – 14th Place  
Kat Kennedy, Highwood GCC, Megan Paul,
Canyon Meadows GCC, Sabrine Garrison, 
Country Hills GC, Jaclyn Lee, Glencoe GCC

July 24th - 27th Canadian Ladies 
Championship Lethbridge Country Club, 
Alberta
Team Alberta - T3 place 
Jocelyn Alford, Earl Grey GC, Jennifer Ha
Glencoe GCC, Jessica Luciuk, Barrhead GCC

July 31st – Aug 3rd Canadian Junior Boys
Championship – Osprey Ridge Golf Club,
Nova Scotia
Team Alberta – 3rd Place 
Nicholas Scrymgeour, Calgary GCC, Patrick 
Murphy Glencoe GCC, Matt Williams, Pinebrook 
GCC

July 31st - Aug 3rd Canadian Junior Girls
Championship - River Spirit Golf Club, 
Alberta
Team Alberta - 3rd place 
Jennifer Ha, Glencoe GCC, Sydney Macdonald
Earl Grey GC, Sabrine Garrison, Country Hills 
GC

Aug 7th – 10th Canadian Men’s Amateur
Championship – Camelot Golf and Country 
Club, Ontario
Team Alberta – 5th Place 
Craig Gibson, Brooks GC, Jordan Irwin
Country Hills GC, Riley Fleming, Country Hills GC

Aug 21st – Aug 23 Canadian Senior Ladies 
Championship – Belvedere GCC, PEI
Team Alberta – 3rd Place  
Joan Wilson, Country Hills GC, Lynn Kuehn
Lacombe GCC, Linda Sharpe, Glendale GCC

Aug 28th – Aug 31 Canadian Senior Mens
Championship - Le Griffon des Sources,
Quebec
Team Alberta - Champions 
Frank Van Dornick, Camrose GC, Jeffrey Gauf
Edmonton CC, Frank Mackenzie, Glendale GCC

September 4th – 7th Canadian Men’s Mid- 
Amateur Championship – Point Grey Golf & 
Country Club, British Columbia
Team Alberta – 3rd Place – 
David Schultz, Country Hills GC, Jordan Irwin
Country Hills GC, Tom McKinlay Jr, Lacombe GCC

Inter Provincial Team Report

The 2012 Alberta Senior Team (left to right) 
of Jeffrey Gauf (Edmonton Country Club),
Frank Mackenzie (Glendale Golf and Country 
Club) and Frank Van Dornick (Camrose Golf 
Club) claimed national honours capturing 
the prestigious interprovincial team title by 
3 strokes over runner-up Team Quebec.



2012 Rated Courses
 
Bashaw Golf & CC
Central

Black Bull Golf & CC
Central

Blue Devil Golf Club
Calgary

Bow Island Jubilee Golf Club
South

Brooks Golf Club
South

Coal Creek Golf Resort
Edmonton

Coloniale Golf & CC
Edmonton

Devon Golf & Curling Club
Edmonton

Eagle Rock Golf Club
Edmonton

Elbow Springs Golf Club
Calgary

Fort Saskatchewan Golf & Curling Club 
Edmonton

Glencoe Golf & CC
Calgary

Hamptons Golf Club
Calgary

Jasper Park Golf Course
North

 
Lancaster Park Golf & CC
Edmonton

Land-O-Lakes Golf & CC
South

Mannville Riverview Golf Club
Edmonton

Maple Ridge Golf Course
Calgary

McCall Lake Golf Course
Calgary

Nanton Golf Club
South

Northern Bear Golf Club
Edmonton

Oxbow Golf Club
Calgary

Riverview Golf Club 
South

Shaganappi Point Golf Course
Calgary

SilverTip Golf Resort
Calgary

Stony Plain Golf & CC
Edmonton

Willow Park Golf Course Ltd.
Calgary

Calgary entrepreneur and 
philanthropist, Mr. Bob Rintoul 

(right), presented a $50,000 
endowment to provide a lasting 

scholarship legacy to the Alberta Golf 
Association Foundation, represented 

by its President, Mr. Florin Bergh 
(left).



57,000

filmed
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“Our vision is to engage every golfer in Alberta.”

“Our mission is to promote golf as a game for life by providing 
valuable programs and services to our membership.”

Alberta Golf Association
#22, 11410 27 Street S.E. Calgary, Alberta T2Z 3R6

Tel: (403) 236-4616   Fax: (403) 236-2915
Toll Free: 1-888-414-4849 Email: info@albertagolf.org

Website: www.albertagolf.org 

2012 Alberta Golf Staff

Executive Director / CEO
Brent Ellenton

Assistant Executive Director, 
Membership Services
Donald Stewart

Assistant Executive Director, Sport 
Development
Matt Rollins

Championships Manager
Jack Lane

Accountant
Eric Rogers

Administrative Assistant
Anna Karpova

Tournament Coordinator
Erin Gellhaus

Tournament Coordinator
Tyler McConachy

To read about all of the exciting details from the 2012 season,
view our website at www.albertagolf.org.



2012 Sponsors


