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How does cervical cancer vaccine work?

The vaccine prevents the virus that causes the cancer from attacking the cervix; 
thus protecting girls from developing cervical cancer in future.

Who should receive cervical cancer vaccine?

The vaccine will be given to girls aged 9 who are in school or out of school.

How is the Vaccine received?

Girls will receive 2 doses. The second dose is received 6 months after the first 
dose. Girls should take both doses in order to be protected from the cancer.

Remember!

•  As trusted sources of information among students, teachers need to    
 sensitize pupils about the benefits of cervical cancer vaccine and ensure   
 that girls aged 9 years have received the vaccine.
•  Chiefs need to encourage parents to send their girls (aged 9) for cervical   
 cancer vaccination.
•  Girls aged 9 should demand to be vaccinated to prevent cervical cancer   
 and protect their future.
•  Women of child bearing age need to go to the nearest hospital for    
 screening to know if they have cervical cancer and receive appropriate   
 care.
•   Parents need to counsel their children to prevent cervical cancer and get   
 vaccinated against it if they are girls aged 9.
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For more information, ask your health worker at the 
nearest health center.
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Introduction

Among all types of cancers, cervical cancer is the most common among women 
in Malawi. Therefore, the Ministry of Health will start administering cervical cancer 
vaccine to girls aged 9 years to help them prevent cancer.

What is cervical cancer?

This is a type of cancer that attacks the cervix (khomo la chibelekero). If the woman 
does not receive timely care, the cancer spreads to other parts of the body.

What are the signs and symptoms of cervical cancer?

It is important to first know that a woman/girl with cervical cancer will not  experience 
the signs and symptoms until it is highly developed when they grow up. The signs 
are:

•  Bleeding after sex.
•  Bleeding (menstrual discharge) after kusiya kusam (menopause).
•  Bleeding when it is not time for menstruation.
•   Foul, discolored and excessive vaginal discharge.
•   Pain in the waist, legs and the back.

What causes cervical cancer?

There are viruses that cause cervical cancer. These multiply and affect the cervix. 
Then cancer starts.

How is cervical cancer spread? 

The cancer is spread through sexual intercourse. Even though men/boy and women/
boys can contract and spread the virus, they do not suffer from the cancer because 
the virus attacks the cervix.

How can girls/women prevent cervical cancer?

•   Receiving cervical cancer vaccine if you are an eligible girl (9 years)
•   Going for cancer screening if you are a female aged 15 years or above.
•  Preventing multiple sexual relationships and/or using a condom..
•  Preventing early sexual activity.
•  Having a faithful sexual partner.
•  Encouraging men/boys to go for medical male circumcision.
•  Prevent contracting HIV and other STI that increase the risk.

Is the vaccine safe?
The vaccine has been tested in Malawi and other countries. It is safe.
When girls receive the vaccine, they may experience fever, headache, fatigue, nausea, 
and redness or welling on the part of the injection. These are not dangerous signs and 
they quickly go. If they persist and cause concern, or if they experience other signs 
and symptoms, they need to go to the health center.

1 2


