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..

~ paternal. Granaparcnts w,e,reJohn ~. ni~a'13eth(Betsy) Ste:pJlens Repoldso

. Grandpa. John Beynolds, wss)orn in ttGfh@..lt Goshen. Or~ CO'xnty~ liew York. ,.
. .~;~ .•. -

of the Sc~lknl River in No Y. 8S a boy. 'He was apprenticed to a Chair maker to
', r.

.. Whe :Beynolds .famil;}' had two OGat of Jrns; the Elk and the BelJal'd ( Frellch for

I'ox).. lUs hSi.".j;~ fa.ther S11£8 Reynolds. had a .rother.John Reynolds (tor vhom
/

cran-ipa 11~ ~ed). Old Unele John t~..mf·,mt vas a pet or XiDBGeor~ 111 of ~1ai:l4. '. :' ."" . . C~tu1~0~' -' . .''---
&nd 'lies appointed i7 him. to .e the first Prc'fiIl£ial Governor or Ceorgia. The people

".'" ..

clidnot like him and ~ ruled him oUt; and for his ~ l~yalt,.to the crow l:a.i:le

he hM t€1 re -I:n irh.e.·&~ of 21 years of a~ ll.lld. uas named 6 John- n~ynoldB' for hwp
. -' ,

tnmld iDherit th~ gl'lmtso All the bl"othel'B nezte,d SOl3£,;John .s~r:la m-.med m~l'e t~..ml cn~
.~

bo.t TltJ'grandpa who vas ~ for him-was the first to l1.veto be ~ears old.'bu.t he -

'L-asnot there to claiu ito Whenhe wa.s 15 yeara old~Ro en EUlton. the inventor came

to Ne'U' York with his medel steamlloe,1; to test it" . He launched it and lo{}ked aJ:o'l.Ulll

for someOi2.eto propel it(grandpa said he thought Fu.1tonvas afraid ot it.) He saw

Grandpa playing around and asked. him to hop in and try it ou.t and it he did alright

tha.t he(Fulton) would iive him a ride on a Di5ge~ ~oat when he built ito Ofcourse

it ran alr~ht and two years later Fulton kept his \1ord. \Then Grandpa was 17.Rob-t.
~... - -

JUlton ease 'taek with his ,\)igSteam~oa.t (I think the Clermont) ready tor his maiden

voyage Southo Grandpa. ran aWfl:Y and ce:me~s far as' Sava.nnah Geo~gia and sta.yed. and

his poor parents tho~ht he was dead fmd died thinking SOo ,He never went iack. to

/ el~im his inheritance.Ke went on up into North Georgia and met and married i.tl.ss Elizabeth

They 5~ttled in Ath~n8 ~or~ia and raised 7 bo.1sand one girl. /



l1~le .~o~,mrried 1W~ KL.~; their children. ( fcu.r in mm1t~r) were Maztha ••ho

married Juct~ E'd~ar OUa Gertr~e ..momarried Orawford Summers, Ed~in (Eddie) who

L""V~"~m.rrl'~. C1mrl~s Do (L.L.D.) he m.M'iried Yiss. Willie iurts of T.e'~~3'o-"they

e1l1rdi"en wexeJiii&ra.Gart.ru.de, Marjorie and 'l'homaso Yal'tha am Ju.d~ Orr,raifl.o:i three

drla and one."'o~•.~is., Dorot~(Dollie) t E.elliet':E~ e.nd Mary GertRde('S'ini:-h- .

. Uncle John E~~ol..dD,vas a Mathodist Ministe:~ Hemarried Miss Onroli~ Wooldridge

. ~ ot Athens, Geor\tia. ~el' raised 7 children; Emm&who married Sim La3ldn!.m~
- .

~omwho na'ter married. Henry ( I've torgot his vife's naae}, Walter, Carrie, PaW. end

Un·~13Sll~:J :2~Y::1.f)li:J,r:L.~i£:d. l~"~ in lif:) to t1aJ ".::id.,:,.:r C.n.~t:;<.ll oZ :~~?~;,J.=-::'~~(;3\"),

< w'- -,. ( ) . , f"\ .T"7J/...- J)y-
She tm-s Vieto:l:ia Ce.nt~ell A.\ult Viak no haa one daushter Luis Cantr011 e Ii I '<I-{,)~- r:

Uncle William ~ynolds married m.as Kat,e Rc9Ulson •• 'fuel,. had 7: chlldren,lr9.rtha "f'
~lclah{Luilie}~ Minni~-Elizabeth!) Ids Ka.te~Inte Shelby,Carrie ]J.etca.lf. Lib~L. and one ~J

\
80y Joe Ro1DinBon.. L\lo;liemarried Ju.dge Jerry Howard of Cariers'iille, Gs.~Minnia marIiie&1 ~

Cheoter Goldsmith of Atl""t~~., Ga,,; !w\msrried tI<>l~el1'Tern",,; 1<71. marri...:i. 'Ifill. D•• t~~;f;
Car~i0 first married Lucius Dun~ and raised three boys,I.-uc1aa GerdiDJeoEM-l, end ?' \,r-. \

~.
Ludvig (:BuBter)e Later eae m..~ried e. Mr. Dodd.. Libbie never murieuo '!'he only boy, ~

\

, Uncle .To:mu.a lreynolds married Miss Oaldervoc-tlGreen Trou.t of Atlanta, Gae They -
- ,

had only one child Alice who married .1~s Willbanks.. D1 Of their children I remember,
James Jr.,Buth,Lillisn and Viola who married e Mr. Wilson.

Charles 'Wesley Reynolds,m.r father, married Miss Susan. Mayne Jenni.ngso ~eyhad.-

only one Child, yours trtU7, Mary Lee Reynoldso
...

Eveli~ Kin.3R~ynolds. the only t;irl Grlllldma and Grandpa re.ised,n~ver married- .

w..t she mothered all the family ••

U;!cle S~.:t)l (Sammi~) the youngest was killed at Spottayll'ania. Court house.

during the Civil War a.t the ~e of 16.



~.

sister, Mrs. !f2.l7 A.."lD.(St!l.ph~ns) Fellows. She married ~or Fell07s. 6

d.rls and one boyo !hey ofccu:rae were rq Father'a firat cousins. they ~re Frene-ea
. ~ . ~ -

(Frank"l·~~. ecorerta.C~rol~·,Al~. Ell:ti.! &net#]"$'Tli ens Dot.Cy:t'tIj} S'te:plle~(:B~ro

J're,lWes{Fr~) married Columbu.s(LUIil)Williamson. of their children I remeLIWer, Gc.orge.

Glen.Plnnt.~t. a dau.;hter called Cis a. boy called Frost and another .:1:1 (I can't re-
;

m~)erher ~~)o ~ Dl!I.rri~d Christopher (Crist ~n •..Ij!'lley lk.ll.d,.thre.a.children •..
.~ ..

Jr. James Jarrett. Carolina ~ried Sam ~t~rt their children were Alezand~r( called

o never ~ried~ Sam.Jr. ,C 1 don't knO'llf

.• ho 'he m.."trried). Ho~ll who died youn.~ and ?earc~t and Si~ ho died ycu:c$. Geor~e.

married' Jd~lfull Wam11rg, th.ey had three daughters and one sea, Julia, Frances. (FrroU) ,

E-d. &.nd' Cs.rrie ho married Crawford Whitworth. Almira., married a ~itehead. Ella-
ne-ver r.£l,rriCL 0 Cr-" (E~d) ]:'e110')113 'fN:',3 th~ c-n.ly f.lO::1j) L"" l':3.!'::'i'18t:i. Uil33 S:'.l:\.,..=~~;;::}Z'o

~-"-

Grand.rna Batsy ~.(llolds h6vl Mother siBter,Aunt Emily Floyd. She ViS.S s. widow

, .....••.•
drenvere Clevel~ (Clevie) 'arid ~~o

---:...

'Ik'b.enua.r was decla.r~d \}et'fleen the North and SOl.lth. 1IfJ"father Charlie Reynolds,

the whole four years and was l10unded once in the great toe. try mother scrved too at

turnins to the arDtV" with him. SfJJll!l'li.e was killed in his first battle(I think) at spotts-

..~
~ Yother had 3 nephews. 3 brothers in law and 3 _rathel'S in the war. One '81'0-

thel', in law was killed. one died of fever, one nephewk!lloo.o I t"fa heard her say her

heart ached tour years. Her sweetheart was in thera taoo ~ fethe~ and mother married

right after the waro I was eOl~ Feio7.l866, three years after the ~art right into



Reconstl"'llctiOll~ys and I'm still in th~m G Whenthe Sou.thern ioys surrender~d at
. -

AppomsttO%pthey were notconqu.ered. just outnumbered, overpowered, swindled end

aurned,.· and abuse~, facing eo dirtJ'" dea.l in the hands of a di6honest,~lentless foe,'

17hofollo~ed thei~ti~ed tsoud£;e!t.Oni.-e to pick their lean bOIll)s and h~ap imlult and. ,

l>~nel'a..tiono Wnen the cya c! eaxe home they hed no allotment or govc~~ent~lt

fu.nds to ioast their morale. They had not ieen trained to do hard la-.or, they were

land poor, ITea-t e.cr~a~s lyi~ idlet no one to tend. th!ml, no moneyto hire help,!!

the,. could find it. The ala es set tree to pilfer and st~al; poor itploramnses, drunk

~ith su.ppoaadfreedo::1, spurred on .y false promises of their so called re.scuers.
. '. .. iI .

Jq Father lik_ many others, Horth and. South, went ou.t West,. a Vir~in Countz'y,

lro;t; caca
-,

on ?.eaCat2t'oD~ $tY.'~i:'lt in ...ttlcntfl G2..,. b1.1tci:r llothel" S h1)alth f:;!,il~.dand th~y cl'eclded to

eo back· to Ath~ns, Ga.

l~ Grand19atherts plantation had not'ieen divided andha stipit'ied in his m.ll,

but 118,S willing to l~al'n, s({th~y ealected acreags and built·"theme. house,and ne was
Oi"-L-

the bu.tt of Jokes and ji'bes, "hilt took it all goodnaturedly end made ¢-':1 ot the \lest fe,"lm-

"
a turn plow from a ripper, but my Mother·s nephews and 'erothers te.~ht him end. loved

Uncle Charlie right on.
1 aim an cl1.i1IDonly child and liTed very close to my parents; as 1 selJ a.y

Fairy Tales were accounts of big eattles and my lullabies' were old Confederate War
Songs and Toasts. I went through the Civil War my Proxy. ·YlY Mother and Fa.ther told

me all a"bolttit. I learned the Songsc1fyMother told me e'Gou.t the privations during

the War and the substitutes they used,so -1 got her to fix me some to see what.it tasted
". . . - .

like. I~ne parching persimmon s~ed or wheat and grindins them tor coffec,and
1'"

swee\ing it with Soriihummolasses, when they couldn't get· sugar they used. Sorghum..



f!B.r was cUled 5hort S'~ et::in t and So~t;hU!llwao ~' t-~.
pies _:th

In reeonstraction d~ys there wez~fe~ schoolso I studied et 2

help feeling that evezy drop ot blood in m:f vcina is ttJOllml;y Re1t"o
. .

the Sauthejn p:ople regardless of S~the~n s~ntimento
.i. ...• : .. After the Vlar tha confed.erate money was depreciated to nothin~o I hev~ he6rd

periences during reconstruction daya,and r:rr:J growi~ up; aut who in this acnera;tion.. .

'Wouldbointer~9ted in or understand abo\!.t e. house-raising, e. loi' rolling, a corn shuck-

~. a :rodder pulling. a thrashin$. a sorghum ~P making,etc., aDd old fashiillilquilt•.•
1.ngparty or "B~ Meeting timei in le,yi:r!g 1'ly time,eJ.l d~ mee.ti~s with dinner on the

~.

etc.

Yost of row old relations and friends have bean placed •
.":,. .....~., __ 11> ••

n When I re~mber all the :Crt n S BO li~ed to~ether

.. I teel like one 1'1'hotraads 81ozrJ~ &OE4:! banqu.ethall desertedo
." --

Thus in the stilly nighttet~r slumber's chain has toundm2s

Sad "memory" brings the light of other days around me.



!IOIi a little a190ut educa-Uon in early dayao It a~one will read Mias D.orothy Orr's

. story ot Edu.ca.ti.on in Georgia. during and after the 'Lrar g they will see the hard-
. . -

importance ot educat Lon;

to raise tood. You.find among oth~r thinss.she :mentions old field schoolso Tliey had

a - ). abs. and when I got to the uord. :Bot~ I vas elated, and when I ~ot to the

vord :Boatswain I waaffgett~ apstairs«o Ofcourse at first she taught me to rea.d

small wordso

. When I was " y~s old, and old ~entlemen, Mr. Rowe. ilho wa-s hl~hlY' educa.ted
t

~nd r'.2Y~rt~ror S~j~~~Jl 1:'~::~::~:1, ~~~~_l ~_ocl a !:;~:;'~:>lc/t ole. OJ.!: Cr;:z,-;~ SC:J.e~l h'",4.1.~~,

One day }fIr. Rowe ·a up end put his arm 2.l'cUnd me and started to kiss me and I prO'»

,-
foreetting &11 I had learT1'~d. B:';:; hC'~i3l> ar.d had to st&""t O"ll'e£?o The next' school I a.ttended

thl"ee terms; then I e/"i.;e:mleQ.Miss Og10'l;}y Thurmond's p;dvate Schoo~o I finished u!?

at dear old Homeschool, taught by Madamand. Miss Sosncmskio

I would like to me::ltion an e:qyerience I }w,d in Ath-ens. Gao, e.'bout l88S. The Dig
. , V'" f~~./.N-''1,u..-,.'''6}

earthquake. caus~d by a is.lan~near ~rleston~ So C. It ,vas a terrible experience.

People were terrified5 cows lowed, dogs howled. people screamed. the ul~~ blew a gale;

then a rUlllble sounded and the earth beg'all to shake and houaea trenihled. My father al"'.d

Dlother end I tried S tinies to get ou.t of the heusa, bu.t could not stay on our feet 0

'!'his lasted for some tin'.a and recurred at intervals duri~ the night and day. This

continued tor several dayso



Ps~e 70

. I must recall ancthez amusing incident ha~

at Merts Hill Churcho In those days,as r

baCk; gentle~n ~ode saddles ; -_"'_shad two horns

liymn :Books and if they

did them, SO they chose a song leader
as they called theme One Sunday the

-h_ vindow all.!l sa,,!Q f;J;~:f~Q'+'f!~ wt.th a side saddle on , which had 'iroken

se !'rom its fastening or hitChing. -post, and was.running e;;;a.y which wo.uld have in-
volved c horseless ridero The l~ader who. repeated:

ttJesus ~ all to H~aven has ~one,
Yonder goes a €ray horse wit a side saddle onon

,.., ....•. - •...
""--- --- _____ :t

the God of m::J fa.thers,has !"i:_~ held my hendo

that has- 100. n;:~ thrGu:gll scenes most severe, is kindly ess:istil!~


