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MY ANSESTORS AND THEIR PROGENT.
: BY
 MARY LER (REYNOLDS) COOPER.

iy paternal Grandpesents were John and Elizadetd (Betey) Stephens Beymoldse

ﬁ_razi."&pa JAchnt_eymlﬁs_ was.‘,horn'in Geshen, Ora.née County, XNew 'Ic_;'k, %
in 1798, E= died in Atlasta Geozgls, Decel5,1874, He used to play aleng the Banks
of té:e Sehnyllkill River in N. Y. &8 & ba;v. - B2 was aia;:srenticed to & Choir maker %o
lc;zn the t:ﬁ:::.z; Hr was raissd on Staten Islarnd N. Y. ‘ |

._ ‘The Reynolds femily had two Coat of Arms; the Elk and the Benard { Freuch for

e

Fox). EHis father Silas Reynolds, had a brether,John Beynolds (for whom

: gravips v_sé nsrmed)e Old Uncle John ‘“s**‘*‘é b was & pet of King Geéx‘ge 111 of Englard
and was eppointed ’ly him %o he _uthe fir;% Provinglael Governer of Geo:gia.. The people

aia ;ﬁpt 1ike hm ax‘dim?z&”rine&“him eats and for his mmm loyalsy to the erown King
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vas erecteld; the olhisy grant is in Philadelphias Penn. and oxe of the Trinilsy Churchss
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is erected on i, whether $he Casholis or Episcopalian I don't Imowe 4As old IT2IN

Uncle John was neyer porried end had ne hf:airé, he told his brothers, the fi::sﬁ nap}zg'z:«z

ke hed _t@r@a&:k%ﬁe are of 21 years of eage and was named £:ial Jshn Reynolds for him,

veald irhezit the gr&::?:sa A1l the ’z_amthrem narxed sons Joh: ,sém naned more ‘;}mn ene

but &y grandpa who was mé for him was the f‘i;'s% :o livejo ke ?lgears old,rul I_ze\ B
was not there to claim it. When he was 15 years old, Roberi Fulion,the invenior caue
to XNew i’cr&: with his model steaxboad to tesit it.  He launched i‘é and losked arcund
for somzouze to propel it{grandpa said he thought Fulton was afraid of it.) He saw

. erendpa playing'armd'@a esked hin to hop i and fry 1t md and if he did elright

that he(‘r‘u}.toz:) would give hin a ride on a vigzer boat vhen he built it. OZcourse

it ran alrighti and two years lster Fulion kap:t his worde Vhen Grandpa was 17,Rokt. -

Fulton care vack with his big Steamboat ( I thirﬁ: the Clerment) ready for his‘maiden

voyage Southe GCrandpa ran awey and cane é's far as Savannsh Ceorgia end stayed, and |

his poox paxenté thought he was déad end died thinking so. . He never went back 10

clé.im his inheritance.Ee went on up intoc RNorth Ceorgia and met and married Miss Enz&beth

(Betsy ) Stephens. They sstiled in Athens @aorgia and raised 7 boys and oxe girl.
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ﬁzeir c;hildr?a were Thomss, Johe, Silas,Willise, Joshaa, Charles,Sazasl aal Z7elins.
Uncle Thozag,married lis.;y Kirz; their chiléren ( four in m‘aax_') were KHa=rths :ﬁo
mriéd Iud:;eEzlgar Orr, Gertrude who married Crewford Summers, }E:’min {zadie) ﬁho
mw’imm.’c&zi, Chorllie Be (L.L.D.) who married Miss ¥Willie Burts of ?@ms they
chil&ren weére Janz::s Ger.m.ﬁ.e, kargorie and Thomas. Martha and Judge Orr,reig2d thrse \
girls ard ons ®og,viz, Do;othy(nonie), Ee]_.lie, Edgar and Mary Gertrude{Sing)e

Unsle John Rsynolds, was & L.fathédist Minister, He pmarried Miss Garcrlin# Wooldridge

I of Athens, Ceorgia. They raised 7 children; Eawa who married Sim Landrum,
~ Tom who nev¥er married, Henry ( I've forgot his wife's neme), Walter, Carrie, Paul end

Eugene wvho was & Bapiist I.’Iini‘ste:.

ncle Silas Payanlds,married late in life $o the widex CGantzell o2 Jaiziazn, Gae,
. 3 =i /lcry;., 10‘:‘
She was Vieioria Conirell (Aunt Vigk) who hed one dsughier Inls Centrell. | o RN

E_Incle ¥illiam Baynolds married ¥iss Kate Rebinson. They had 7 children, Martha \F

&
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falulah{ludie), Minnie Blizaseth, Ids Kate, Evie Shelby,Carrie zécalf, Libble and ome [
; ¥oy Joz Pobinson. Indie married Judze Jerzy Howard of Cartersville, Ga;tlﬁn:aie rmaryied 4%
Chester CGoldsmith of A‘hlama, Ga.,, Iéa maz' ried Uallsr %.?is,max; Evie pmarrisd Will D@s%x gD

4

Izdwiz (Baster). Later she married a Mr, Dodd. ILibbie nsver morried. The only boy, k

Carrie first mzuried Iucius Buzce,.a and raiﬂeﬁ thres hays,lucias Cerdins Eaxrl, ard
\;\@_

Joe married .én:zia Wa ller.

Uncle Joszhus Raynolds parried Miss Calderwoed Green Trout of Atlants, Ga. ‘X"ney’ i

had only on2 child Alice who parried Jms Wilbanks. 1M Of their children I remember,
James Jr.,Buth,;Lillian and V:.ola who ma.rried & l&r. ¥ilson.

Charles Ve 51ey Reynolds,my father, married liss Susan Mayne Jennings. They had

only one child, yours tmly, Mary Lee Beynoldso

Evelinz King Bﬂvnolds, the only girl Gramima. and Grandpa reised,never married

‘wut she mothered all the familye

Unsle Saxma)l (Sammie) the youngest was killed at Spottsylvania cemt house,

during the Civil Var at the ezz of 16,
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r Xy ?rani:oﬁhe: B‘.ynalda n‘.c} hr h»ra and slztars. Ipe sc.f.l;i c:..." c_..zy ene

gister, Mra, }fg;‘y'&m{sisﬁgngns) Fellomse She married CGzorge Fellows. They had §

girls and one boy. They ofcourae were my Father®s first cousins, they wers Frances

(Prank},Yary, G:.aefgﬁa,cam}fim‘,ﬂmim, Ells, end IO ene woy,Cyris S‘ﬁevﬁens(ﬁ'ml)‘o

‘Prazacas(l’rank) marriad Colm‘sms(Lum) willi a.mson, of their children I remexber, Gcox-
Glen.Plun.’;et g daughter called Cis a Boy called Fros+ and ancther girl (I can't Te-
memder her ms). Mary married Chri ton.;ar (Cris) Swann. They had thres children,
Eouxy: ?‘Bll% aad lsrsohelle liensy and Hexschell were nover mareled bub Delle warried

Jre J’am~=s Jarrett. Carolins married Sam Eunter, their children ware Alexander( called

RBeb}, Alice who married Cus Clark, Carrie who never married; Sam Jr. ( I don't knew

who he ‘mr:ied), Hew2ll who died young end Pearcs, ard Sidnsy who died ycoung. Georzia
married £doifus Waabdling, they had three daughters and one soz, Julis, Frances(Frank},

B3, end Carrie who married Crzwford Whitworihe Almira, married s ¥hitehead, Ella
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never parricd. Q"’*::j Bad ) Fellows was the only son,  He merrzisd lMiss Sally Bskaze
: o

N os Rad TavaY ahETYd%was U U e Onmmmn Diadh OEhamld Do T o SO CORrY

2hey hzd saveral childrene 1 rexemisr, George ;8ath, Chsrlie, Panl, Tugent and Axnnde

4 Gr.amﬂ ‘I;eftgyuz}eynclds had another sister,funt Fmily Floyd. She was & widow
end hal sevazsl £oage | Thoy lived with Crandas. I can recall heariiz {hie namss of
only two of them, Dred and Josh Floyd. Dred married iliss Beairice Elder. Their chile
dren wers Cleveland {Clevie) exd Cumae Ees
¥hen !mrvwas 'declar.ed Between the gorth end South, my father Charlie Reynolds,

during

e?-

vcluuwrcu and joined the Athens C"%I’QS, Sz2d Gae 2:;:}.5:.,:1» Gcs. Ko He fough
the whole four years and was wounded once in the great toeo My mother served oo &t
home, A . | |
‘When ny father cax2 hoxs on a furloush, his baby brother,Sammie insisted on re-

turnipg to the.arxrg' with hime Samnie wa;é killed in his ﬁxlst battle{I think) ab Séetts—
ylvania Courthouse. ’ ,

» »L-?;y Yother had 3 gephws, 3 Brothers in la.% and 3 brothgr; in the ware Oﬁe ’oro-?
ther:‘mllaw vas killed, one died of fever, one nephew kille«:lo' I've heard her say her

heart ached four years. Her swectheart was in thers too. My father and mother merried

right after the war. I was born Peb.7,1868, three years after the war, right into
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Reconstrastion Days snd I'n still in hem o When the Southern boys surrendered at
Apponattox, they#;re nod conque:e@, juét oufmm’%ered, xoverpowgreq, swindlgd and |
ascrif;éem ey came Wmeic to' thetr country and homes,devastated,pilfersd, rodded,
iurned,-aﬁd svused, facing & dirty desl in the hsnds of & dishonest,yelentless foe,"
vho followed their tirez} trudge houme to‘pick Ithéir lean bonss and heap insult anfii
’ sarcasn vonAbro;kap:and digpirited hearts; and that same spirl$ pervadass their present
- gemrq‘tiom Vhenr the b#ya o '55 ame hom2 they had no allotment or go‘-;em;’z;e:-n'tal
funds qu;‘poost their morale. They hg.d'hot ®een trained tg do hard lswor, they ware
lend poor, great acraages lyirg idle, no one %o terd them, no money to hire he]_.p,if
théy éonld find it, me slsves set free to pilfér and steal; poor ignorammses, drunk
vith s@posed freedo:z, spurrgd on by{;false promises oi_';' their so ca.llgd rescuers.
My Father like many others, North and Socuth, went out West, & Virgin Country,
bat eams back s20kirg B m2ans ;f li*—:;lihmég He and & Couszin @q::psi & Ganaral Store
on Peachires S’t::'e;’a in A%lanta Ga., but :.; Mother?s healsh $ailed and they dacided to
go back to Athens, Ga.
| | Lﬁ;’ Grm}dﬁgthez's plantation had not"be%n divided and he s$ipified ;,n his will,
© o kegp it toge‘bhar,ény of the children could szlect a portion for their use, bul no%'
to sell except for rein?gstmrﬁo Iy father was city bred end knew n@?,’a;’mg of farming,
bat wes willing to learn, 5é"¥hay selecied ascreaze and buili-thenm & house,and h2 was |
the butt of jékas‘and jibes,’mt took it all goodnaturedly erd mée?%of the best £§,m
ers arcund. Yhen he staﬁsa.ﬁ. h2 didn?ts knoy & hamd sirirg from & holdingsback stran )y
& turn Qlow‘frezg & rip;g*er, but ny Mothert's nephews and brothers taught him and loved_
ﬁncle Charlie rizht on. s v » -
I en an oilzn only child .and lived vgi’y close to my parenis; as I sey ny
Faiiy_Tgles were.accounts of ®ig haﬂ;tlés and my lulla’sies' ware old Confederate Wer
Songs andhwoas‘tgo I went {through the Civil War by Proxye My Mother and Father told
me all sbout _i_t. I lea;?ned the Sorgs??;iy Hotﬁer told' me ebout the privations during
thev Yia.r andrthe su‘ssﬁitutes tﬁe;_r usad,so I got 'her $o fixz mes some to see whai; it tasted
like, Imaginz parching persimmon_seed or wheat end grinding them for coffee,and

_ o :
sweeting it with Sorghum molasses, when they couldn'd get sugar they used Sorghu;n.




Suzar was rr;;a.lled 7;{31101’1: s-see#;ig’ end Sozghum was long ssesinin?. VG;::.i:.s semincs
raised & lo;j eé bonay, s’s}.a ’::G;Aé strain it a::& sweeten pies with it.

In recaﬁsﬁmction days there were few schools. I studied &% home with oy
mother.{' Iike Phoenix I rose from azhas; £fom the ashes of the Confederacy. I ean't
'hglp téaling that every drop of ®lood in my vains is ®Johnny Red®s I usep t§ sss
the Scuthein ?s‘o;le regardless of Scuthern sentiment.

i After the war the eonfedérate morey was depreciated fo nothin2. I have heasrd
my Mother spedl of paylng $1C3.00 Zor & colioo dress. ,

Wall I> c_oa.id. write up reans of poper end gallons of ink,tellin@ of ny ex
periences dnring reconstruction days,and ny a:ewing up' ’mt who in this gener&tmﬂ
vo_u.ld B2 interasied i:;. or understand ebout & house=raising, & log rollirg, a corn ghuck=
ing, a.. foﬁdei pulling, a‘tb.ms‘z.xinz, & sorghunm syTup making,etc,, and old fashiom ciu.ilt-s :

ing party or "Big Moebing time? in leyirz by time,all day meetings with dinmer on the

grounds Iyenoooziipg et nd Yoarly candls 1izhi" with ths wooden v holds on
the walls for tsllow candles; the ell dsy singings, singing either Iz~ sol= lo-

do- re- m2's. They wve" hg good old Dayz¥ Ive come up from torch lighis and talliow
candles to earc ligha.sp flood lights,flash lizhis, lzon lights, IBRM Flouresent Lights,
ctce

Wost of iy old rel':‘ziema and frieads have been placed ,

—

- Under the sod ancl dew,waiting the Judgement ée,yv-- and,

® Yhen I remamber all the friends so lin?aed together

IW’E seen around me f£all like leaves, in wintry wsather,
I feal like one who {reads aloxn 3y some banguet hall deserbed, ' 5

Yhose lights heve fled,and gerlands dead,and all but he deperieds

****'@##&&ﬁﬁﬁm’héz**##**
&*}m.s in the stilly night,eer slumber's chain has dound me,

Sad "memory® brings the light of other days eround me




Eow a lit*.;le a’aoﬁt edw&i'tien in early dayse If anycm., \dll mad diss Dorcuhy Orr's
Eistory of Education in Gmrvia during and a.fter the war, they will see the hard-
ships endured. The county ©as g0 mgovazished, many gave little czed@x}ca to the
importance of education. They nesded the childrens® help in the farms, especlally
to raise food, ?ou find emong cther thingzs,she mszitiens_ old»field g;hoglsg "Ez.liey had
no schéel h/ouse.rs, so thoy tavzht in c‘mrchea_or loz cab’ins enywhere they found,.

7 ‘I' attondsd ons of %hat kird; as I said, my llother fanght nm2 xi:-»::st, arxd my texi
‘-ook'gxll thmu@h, woag Websterts Blue ﬁack Speller, I learged ry a =% = c's, oy
a=75, abé, end when I got to the word Botany I vas elated, and when I got to the
word Bcs;tswgin T was"getting uﬁstaﬁrs“. Ofcourse at first she taught re to read
szmall wordse

‘¥hen I was 4 yaars eld, e.zj.d old gentlemen, ¥r. Rows, who was hi_.ghly educated :
end r%;zst%’:r of gsyerpsl lsnomacsas, esiablished a school a2t ¢ld Czk Crove Schoel house,
eleo bacwn a.ss ¢ld Mt. Zicn Church, &5 we worshipzd thers. My Howe had pupils eged
frem 4 to 20 and mor2. B2E2inz ons of the youngest, I was a pet{ as well as a Hiss Smarty).
Cne day ¥re Rowe came up and put his am a:::mind e an_cl started to kiss me and I pre=
ceedsd 10 slap his fass and xeed t}.zﬂ rict acht to him. I suceezdsd in that schosl, in
for{:eu*aim' gll I had learnad st home, ard had to stert overe The naxt school I atiended
was Mars Hill and ws3 n2ar the church of the same name.

Then when we poved to Athens Ga, I ettended Ludy Cobdd IU "“”"“T::‘.i Institute,for
three termss then I eitended Miss Cgleby um'monu g private School. I f£inished up
&t dear old Bam. scheol, tzmzht by Hadam end Miss Sssno-wsgio

I would like to mention an c't}erience I had in Athens, Ga., aboub 1886. Thg ‘ai:g
earthguake, csused by & i;l&né\ggaf ,é;?é’leuton, So € It was & #erﬁble experiences.
People were terrified;, cows lowsd, dogs hewled, people screamad, ths wind blew & gale;
then a rumkie' scunded gml the earth began to shake and honses tremdbled. My Iathergnd
ﬁother e,nd»I tried 3 tinmes o0 get out éfvthe .heuse,' vbu.‘;'. could not stay on cur feet.
This lasted for .éeme tine gnd recu,rréd 8t intervals during the nighi end d.a;}. This

centimed for several dayse
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- I must rec‘allwgnother emusing incident {hat really heppemed | X'z pretly sure)
et Mar's Hill Churche In th;ase days,as I have said, pecople txszeleZ ofien on horse
back; gentlemen wode saddles with one horm, B=f laffes * zife s=ddles had {wo horas
to f:?;t.‘ g knee for sapporie
Now in those dsys, the Coosches gece =ot =hle %o oy Eymn Books and if -fhey\'
~ did have then “there wers msry w2 cozld mot resd them, so they chose a song leader
=ho stood wp =i limed ont the Eymns{Xyzmes) as they called them. One Sunday the
lesfer wog Jinirns oot the hymn=—— "Jesus my all to Keaven is gone,"? &t that tim2 he
gierced oot the 'a'indo? and sé:g & gray horgs; with a side saddle on , which had ®Broken
logsz from its fa.stening_ or hitching post, and was running exey which would hé.ve in=

volved & horssless rider. The leader who repeated:

#Jesus my ell to Heaven has gone,
Yonder goes & gray horse with a side saddle on."

= -3 2 * . % = -
Ofecurse 211 zan oot to chzsa the horss=.

Vell when gll is =zidé =nd dons, I have rmoandered down a long, long, 4zail,thronszh

[ = &
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& Izo=-_—%h of experiences. I have mown friends and relatives come ard go. Froa
gy earliest reccllection; the God of my fathers,has FTORERE held my hend,

® The Hand that has led pe through scenes most severe, is kindly assisting

¥0n! Thou who changeth nobty, Abide with pe%,



