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General Nature of the Work 

Since the Secretary of the Board of Admission has many 
duties not connected with the admission of students, it seems 
best to divide the report of the year's work into separate 
sections dealing with the various duties. It may be helpful, 
however, to indicate at the beginning of the report the con 
siderable amount of time spent in interviews. No memoranda 
have been kept of most of the interviews concerned with the 
registration of courses and with summer school work since, as 
a rule, the decisions reached have been ultimately recorded 
by the students themselves on their registration cards or in 
the form of petitions. Consequently the number of such inter 
views is merely estimated. Probably the actual number has 
been considerably larger than the estimate. Memoranda of all 
other interviews are on file. 

Interviews regarding registration of courses and summer 
school wor-k , (estimate) · 140 

Students • • • . ' . . • • . • • . • 100 
Members ·ef·the Faculty ••••••• -~ 

L40 

Interviews with low grade freshmen 118 

Interviews with parents or with candidates 
concerning admission to college 116 

Candidates not yet registered 33 
Candidates now on 1928 roll 67 

(In addition, 11 candidates for 
1928 were interviewed before 

June.15, 1927) 
Candidates who have withdrawn 5 
Candidates for admission after 1928 11 

Il6 
These interviews do not include some inter 

views with or concerning candidates 
clearly ineligible of whom no memo- 

randa were kept. 

Total number of interviews •• . . . . . . . . . . 374 
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REGISTRATION 
(Known at Wheaton as11classification") 

Change in system. After a study of the systems at Mt. Holyoke 
and at Wellesley it was decided to adopt an entirely new 
system for the registering of courses. The new system based 
largely on Welles~ey's experience was approved by a faculty 
committee which included Miss Everett, Miss Shepard, Miss 
Riddell, Miss Young and Mr. Hubbard and was put into operation 
in April. It did not work with entire satisfaction this year 
due to the failure of the students to realize the importance 
of following the printed instructions carefully, but it is 
anticipated that it will work satisfactorily next year. It 
provides for the office a much better system of class lists 
and for the heads of departments an opportunity to guide their 
major students in their programs and to :.cocp a permanent record 
of their work. 

Change in policy. With the approval of the faculty there has 
been a change of policy regarding the number of hours which a 
student may be allowed to carry. Petitions to carry sixteen 
hours may now be granted by the officer in charge of registra 
tion. Petitions to carry more than sixteen hours must still 
be presented to the Faculty. Only in cases of poor health or 
eye strain is a student allowed to carry less than fifteen 
hours. During ·tlie year 1926-1927 a considerable number of 
students were allowed to carry only twelve hours because of 
their low grades. It was the opinion of the Faculty that even 
the weakest students should carry normal fifteen hour programs 
unless excused for health reasons. Only two freshmen have 
this year been allowed to carry less than fifteen hours. 

Suggestions for the future. The registration work can be 
carriea on much more efficiently in the office of the Regis 
trar. -It has been necessary during the past year to duplicate 
most of her records and even when that is done there is an 
inevitable division of responsibility between the two offices 
and great duplication in checking which is unfortunate. The 
heaviest registration work comes when the admission work is 
heaviest which constitutes an additional reason for making a 
change in the registration work. 

Advising of Freshmen 

The experience of this year has indicated that our system 
of freshm2.n advising is inadequate. The responsibility of ad 
vising low-grade freshmen has been divided between the Dean 
and the Secretary of the Board of Admission, and responsibility 
of advising freshmen concerning their sophomore programs has 
been even more divided. Although Department Heads have held 
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office hours for freshmen for the discussion of major work, 
many students have not availed themselves of this opportunity 
for advice because they have felt so uncertain concerning the 
choice of a major. If, during the coming year, the responsi 
bility for the registration system can be transferred to the 
Registrartt,s office, the Secretary of the Board of Admission 
will have time 'to advise low-grade freshmen and to have inter 
views with all freshmen regarding a tentative choice of a 
major and the election of courses for the sophomore year. 
This experience will be of great value to the Secretary of the 
Board of Admission in the opportunity which it will give to 
learn more about the schools which are sending us poorly pre 
pared students. 

Summer School Work 

Since students are not now allow~d to carry more than 
a normal program unless their records ,show that they can safely 
do so,the numbers of applications for summer work have in 
creased. Since we give more cr-edf t for a six-weeks course at 
Harvard than for a course of equal length at any other summer 
school there is a tendency toward an increase in the numbers 
of applications for permission to do work at Harvard. Last 
year of the 25 students who did summer work 16 did it at 
Harvard. The pr~portion will probably be even greater this 
year. Permission to do work at Harvard may now be granted 
by the Secretary of the Board of .Admission with the consent 
of the departments concerned. This change will greatly 
facilitate the granting of such petitions since many of them 
are not filed until: after the marks for the second semester 
are reported after college closes. 

Admission Work 

Correspondence. A large part of the correspondence has been 
with candidates who will never qualify for admission and with 
principals not familiar with our requirements. Since Plan 
III will be used in 1929 as well as in 1928 there will be 
less misunderstanding another year. A certain amount of con 
fusion in connection with the abandonment of the certificate 
system was inevitable. 

Interviews. Much remains to be done in developing the tech 
nique of the interview. With lighter work in the office 
another year considerable progress should be made. Possibly 
arrangements can be made in a number of cities for interview 
ing candidates who find it difficult to come to the college. 
These interviews are particula:r>1y valuable in the cases of 
students registered at two collegESwho have not made a final 
choice. 
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School visiting. The Secretary of the Board has visited 
three schools. At the Waterto¥m High School she spoke in 
connection with a college rally. At the Belmont High School 
she addressed the Girls' Dramatic Club showing slides of the 
college. At the Kimberley School in Montclair, New Jersey, 
she talked with the two principals and the candidate who plans 
to enter Wheaton next September. It has not been possible this 
year to accept all the invitations which might profitably have 
been accepted. It would probablJ be advisable to spend con- 

. siderable time next year in getting in touch with particularly 
desirable schools where VVheaton is little known. It seems un 
fortunate, for example, that we have had only two students 
from the Central High School of Springfield, one of the best 
schools in the country. Since there are many excellent private 
schools in the vicinity of Philadelphia which have sent us very 
few students, a tour of that vicinity might well be made. 

Admissions policy. It is, of course, too early to reach any 
final decision regarding our new method of admission. It can 
already be said, however, that the filing of a preliminary 
school record in the spring of the senior year has many ad 
vantages over the old method which involved merely the filing 
of a complete record at the end of the school course. It 
enables the college· to advise the student regarding College 
Board examinations instead of leaving all such advising to 
principals. It is also proving far more flexible than the old 
system. Though no final suggestions regarding 1980 can be 
made until after Plan III has had a year's trial, it seems to 
the Secretary of the Board that it will probably be advisable 
to use a modification of Plan III in that year. Possibly a 
wise modification would be to require,in addition to the 
Scholastic Aptitude Test and the Comprehensive English examin 
ation)one other examination to be chosen by the student (pre 
sumably in her best subject). 

The work of the Assistant Secretary of the Board. Much credit 
for the year's work should be given to Miss Wardwell. The 
various duties assigned the Office of the Board of Admission 
could not have been carried on with an ordinary secretary as 
assistant. Her experience in connection with the registration 
of courses and her accuracy and efficiency in checking details 
have made her invaluable. She has had almost the entire charge 
of the registration with the exception of interviews with mem 
bers of the Faculty and with students whose problems involved 
more than technical difficulties. 
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REPORT J?OR THE YJi~AR 1927-1928 

Since I have taught only one section of the elementary 
course in Economics(Economics 10) and since Miss Friedmann 
has already wade a full report of our conclusions regarding 
this course no detailed report on my part seems necessary. 

The statistics are as follows: 

Sec.2. number of students first semester 25 

Se~.1 number of students second semester 26 

Although I have found it difficult at times to meet 
my class appointments and have felt at other times that I 
had neglected the work of preparation, still, it seems ad 
visable to continue the combination of administrative work 
and teaching. Since Miss :51riedmann will probably be here 
only one more year and since we are still experimenting with 
methods in the teaching of the elementary course, it may 
be helpful for the new head of the department who will come 
in 1929 to have someone teaching the course who has taught 
in the department for a number of years • 

. ) . 


