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GENERAL CoNFERE:0TCE DEciSIOKS. 

Conference should determine by suitable action, 
the authority of the Missionary Bishop in said 
China Central ]\!fission Conference. (Journal, 
1912.) 

Quarterly Conference has no control of finances 
of the Woman's Foreign Missionary Society. 

Your Committee on Judiciary, to which was 
referred the petition of the Chicago Northern 
District of the Northwestern Branch of the 
Woman's Foreign Missionary Society of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, dated April 19, 
1912,_submits the following report: 

In said petition an answer to the following 
question was asked, namely, 

"Whether auxiliaries regularly organized 
under the Constitution and By-Laws of the 
Woman's Foreign l\iiissionary Society are to be 
operated, conducted, and controlled according 
to the Constitution and By-Laws of the Woman's 
Foreign Missionary Society in the receipt and 
disbursement of their :finances, wherein they 
conform to and do not in any wise conflict with 
the Discipline of the J\;Iethodist Episcopal 
Church; or whether the Official Board or Quar'
terly Conference of a local Methodist Episcopal 
C~urch in said Chicago Northern District has 
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the right and privilege of supervision and con· 
trol of the :finances of the Woman's Foreign 
Missionary Society, duly organized and carry
ing on the regular missionary work in said 
Chicago Northern District." 

In answer to said question, your Committee 
states that it is of the opinion that an auxiliary 
Society of the Woman's Foreign Missionary 
Society, regularly organized as suggested in said 
petition, has absolute control of the receipt, 
management, and disbursement of its finances; 
and that neither the Official Board nor Quar
terly Conference has power to act in the 
premises. 

The Constitution of the Church, under Di
vision III, provides for its organization and 
government. Paragraph 46 of the Discipline 
(1908) gives the General Conference full power 
to make mles and regulations except in the cases 
speci:fied in sections 4 to 6, inclusive (p. 43), 
none of which apply here. 

Part VIII of the Discipline provides for 
the organization of -"Institutions, Boards, and 
Societies," including the Woman's Foreign 
:Missionary Society. Chapter III, of Part VIII, 
of the Discipline (pp. 245 to 246, inclusive) 
de:fines the work and authority of the Woman's 
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Foreign :Missionary Society, which is "to be 
governed and reg11lated by its Constitution." 
It is also required to work "in harmonv with 
and under the ·supervision of the authorities of 
the Board of Foreign J\;Iissions," etc. 

Paragraph 389 of the Discipline provides 
that, "The funds of the Society shall not be 
raised by collections or subscriptions taken dur
ing any of the regular Church serVices nor in ' any Sunday school, but shall be raised by such 
methods as the Constitution of the Society shall 
provide," etc., clearly indicating that the work 
and :finances of the auxiliaries of the Woman's 
Foreign JI/Iissionary Society shall be kept sepa
rate from the other :financial interests of the 
Church. 

If, without violating the plain provisions of 
paragraph 389 of the Discipline, an auxiliary 
society of the V\T oman's Foreign Missionary 
Society, of its own volition, desires to enter into 
any joint plan of the local Church for the dis
tribution and management of its funds, which 
shall in no manner divert the same from their 
designed purpose, it has such right; but the 
at!xiliary Society cannot be compelled so to do 
by the official board or Quarterly Conference 
of the local Church. 
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A Lay Conference has the right to propose Amend
ments to the Constitution. 
Your Committee on Judiciary, to which was 

referred the resolution instructing it to inquire 
into the question whether members of Lay 

·Electoral Conferences have equal rights with 
members of Annual Conferences to propose 
amendments to the Constitution of the Church, 
and submit an opinionthereon, having carefully 
considered the same, reports as follows : 

Article XI, of Chapter II, Division III, 
of the Constitution of the Church, better known 
as paragraph 47 of the Discipline (1908), pre
scribes two ways, and only two ways, in which 
said Constitution may be amended, namely, 

1. The concurrent recommendation of two 
thirds of all the members of the several Annual 
Conferences, present and voting, and of t\VO 
thirds of all the members of the Lay Electoral 
Conferences, present and voting, shall suffice 
to authorize the next ensuing General Confer
ence by a two-thirds vote to alter or amend any 
of the provisions of the Constitution excepting 

Article X, section 1. 
2. Whenever such· alteration or amendment 

shall have been :first recommended by a General 
Oonference b,Y a two-thirds vote, then so soon 
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