
Worship Resources for Heritage Sunday 
 
Heritage Sunday:  Heritage Sunday shall be observed on Aldersgate Day (May 24) or the 
Sunday preceding that date (see Historical Statement, Discipline, page 12). This year May 24, 
falls on Pentecost and thus may not be the best day for a service focused on United Methodist 
Heritage. Alternative Sundays May 17 or 31 may be used.  
 
The power point provided on this website may be used for adult education and/or small groups 
on May 24 or any Sunday.   
 
The day provides an opportunity for reflection on heritage, celebration of where the church has 
been, how it understands itself as it shapes us today and the meaning of Christian conferencing. 
Heritage Sunday calls the Church to remember its past by committing itself to the continuing call 
of God. The celebration of Heritage Sunday shall be under the general supervision of the 
General Commission on Archives and History. Any General Agency of the Church which desires 
to recommend a theme for a given year for this Sunday may do so one year prior to the 
observance for which recommendation is made. This recommendation is to be made to the 
General Commission on Archives and History, and the decision of the annual theme of this 
Sunday shall be made by the voting members of the General Commission on Archives and 
History.  
 

1. Resources for Heritage Sunday - Traditional 
 
 Hymns:  UMH 57, 342, 363, 384, 387, 938 (Hymns listed under Church   
   Anniversaries) 
 ____________ 
  
 Greetings / Calls to Worship 
 
 Listen to me,  
 all you who are serious about right living and committed to seeking God. 
 
 Look to the rock from which you were cut,  
 ponder the quarry from which you were dug.  
 (Isaiah 51:1, The Message, adapted.) 
 ____________ 
 
 Listen to me, all you who are serious about right living and committed to seeking God. 
 Ponder the rock from which you were cut, the quarry from which you were dug. 
 
 Yes, ponder Abraham, your father, and Sarah, who bore you. 
 Think of it! One solitary man when I called, 
 once I blessed them, they multiplied. 
 
 Likewise I, God, will comfort Zion, comfort all her mounds of ruins. 
 I’ll transform her dead ground into Eden, her moonscape into the garden of God,  
 a place filled with exuberance and laughter, thankful voices and melodic songs.  
 (Isaiah 51:1-3, The Message, adapted.) 
 ____________ 
 



The lines have fallen on me in pleasant places; 
 indeed, I have a beautiful inheritance. (Psalm 16:6) 
 

For our forebears in United Methodist tradition: 
 Susanna, John and Charles Wesley, 
 Thomas Webb, Barbara Heck, and Francis Asbury, 
 Jacob Albright, Phillip William Otterbein and Martin Boehm,  
 Harry Hosier, Absalom Jones, and Richard Allen. 
 God, you have made us their heirs.  
 
 By their life, witness and ministries,  
 through their difficulties, and in spite of their weaknesses, 
 You, Lord, were there hope and salvation.  
 You led them and their followers in shaping a heritage that is ours. 
 
 Blessed be your name, O God our Redeemer, 
 for the rich tradition of the people called United Methodist.  
 (The United Methodist Book of Worship, 1992 - adapted.) 
 ____________ 
 
 We come to hear the story of God’s faithfulness to past generations. 
 But we also look to the future as well as the past. 
 
 The God who was with our ancestors is with us as well. 
 Then we can go forward in hope. Whatever else fails, God remains faithful.   
 Nothing can separate us from the love of God! Praise be to God! 
 Ruth C. Duck, Flames of the Spirit (New York: The Pilgrim Press, 1985) 
 ____________ 
 
 Invocations / Collects 
 
 Lord God, you inspired your servants John and Charles Wesley with burning zeal for the  
 sanctification of souls, and endowed them with eloquence in speech and song: Kindle in  
 your Church, we entreat you, such fervor, that those whose faith has cooled may be  
 warmed, and those who have not known Christ may turn to him and be saved; who lives  
 and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 Episcopal Church, Lesser Feasts and Fasts (New York: Church Hymnal Corp., 1991), p. 
 163 
 
 O Almighty God, in a time of great need you raised up your servants John and   
 Charles Wesley, and by your Spirit inspired them to kindle a flame of sacred love   
 which leaped and ran, an inextinguishable blaze. Grant that all those whose hearts have  
 been warmed at these altar fires, being continually refreshed by your grace, may be so  
 devoted to the increase of Scriptural holiness throughout the land, that in this our time of  
 great need, your will may fully and effectively be done on earth as it is in heaven;   
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 (The United Methodist Book of Worship - Fred Gealy) 
  
 Almighty God, who didst raise up Thy servants John and Charles Wesley to proclaim  
 anew the gift of redemption and the life of holiness: Be with us their children and revive  



 Thy work among us, that inspired by the same faith and upheld by the same grace in  
 Word and Sacrament, we and all Thy people may be made one in the unity of Thy  
 Church on earth, even as in heaven we are made one in Thee; through Jesus Christ our  
 Lord. Amen. 
 Forms for the Divine Office (London: Methodist Publishing House; Warrington, England:  
 Methodist Sacramental Fellowship, 1975) 
 
 Grant, O merciful God, that following the good example of your servants John and  
 Charles Wesley, we may cleave to you with all our heart, sing and speak your praise,  
 and bring others to love your name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 Martin Draper, compiler, Cloud of Witnesses: A Companion to Lesser Festivals and  
 Holydays of the Alternate Service Book 1980 (London: Collins, 1982), p.85 
 
 O Lord God, who has given us a noble inheritance as United Methodists, enable us to  
 hold fast the faith which you gave our mothers and fathers, and have preserved through  
 centuries of suffering and trial: Keep us true to the vision of life you have revealed in  
 your dear Son, lead us in the paths of uprightness and truth; and grant that, guided  
 always by your Spirit, and trusting in your love, we may abide in fellowship one with  
 another, and all in fellowship with you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 Suggested Scriptures 
 
 Psalm 130* 
 Acts 2:1-21 
 Romans 5:1-11 
 I Peter 1:4* 
 Matthew 9:27-30 
 Mark 12:28-34a * 
 
 * Scriptures read or heard by John Wesley on May 24, 1738 in relationship to his   
 Aldersgate experience. 
 
 
 Prayers and Intercessions 
 

On this Sunday for remembering our heritage as people called “Methodist” we connect 
to the core beliefs that have shaped our unique place among God’s people as we lift up 
prayers for those in need both in the church and world.  
 
United Methodists are rooted in a tradition of God’s love seeking to warm, inspire and 
ignite human hearts – individually and in community – so that those to whom love is a 
stranger will find in us Godly, out-reaching and caring friends. God, reawaken this 
mission in and through us. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
United Methodists are rooted in a tradition of God’s grace and love harmonizing with the 
whole of creation. God, inspire us to be good stewards of the nature around us, honoring 
the message of new life we see in it. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 



United Methodists are rooted in a tradition of a faith to be experienced, not only believe 
in right thinking but felt deeply in hearts and souls and thus lived in practical discipleship. 
God, show us how to live, love and serve others not only with our lips but with our whole 
lives. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
  
United Methodists are rooted in a tradition of compassion for the least, the lowly and all 
who suffer. God use us – individually and in community – to bring healing and hope to 
the diseases of our hearts, souls and minds. Enliven us as agents of relief and 
wholeness to all who suffer. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
United Methodists are rooted in a tradition of rekindling faith among those whose 
relationship with God has cooled. God, meet us where our paths stray and we seek our 
own way alone. Forgive our sins and failing. (Silent Prayers) Transform our weaknesses 
into strengths. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
United Methodists are rooted in a tradition of “spreading Scriptural holiness.” God, move 
us beyond mere biblical literalism and narrowness to be inspired by the Bible’s living 
word calling people to lives transformed by your unconditional love. Lord in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 
United Methodists are rooted in a tradition of passionate prayer for one another. Let us 
now pray for the needs and concerns on our hearts and in our minds.  

  
Into your care, O God, we place ourselves and all our prayers, trusting your promise of 
new life in Jesus Christ. Forgive our sins and hear the other biddings we bring. Fulfill our 
requests and desires not as we ask in ignorance, nor as we think we deserve but as you 
know and love us in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
  A Litany  
 
 Almighty God, you have raised up servants  
 to proclaim the gift of redemption and a life of holiness. 
 
 For our forebears in United Methodist tradition: 
 Susanna, John and Charles Wesley, 
 Barbara Heck, Jacob Albright, 
  Phillip William Otterbein and Martin Boehm,  
 Harry Hosier and Richard Allen,  
 inspired by your Spirit we give thanks.  
 
 In their ministry, through their difficulties, 
 and in spite of their weakness, 
 you were their hope and salvation.  
 You led them and their followers to create a heritage that is ours. 
 
 We praise you for women and men, young and old, 
 who followed them,  
 who gave themselves unselfishly for the welfare of the Church, 



 whose commitment and vision encouraged and supported the Church. 
 Their talent, enthusiasm, idealism and dedication infused the Church with energy.  
 Their outstanding gifts and witness shaped our thought and life. 
 We praise you now for countless numbers of your Church  
 whose names we remember.... 
 
 Silence is kept to remember the names of saints. 
 
 And we give you thanks for the place of our rich tradition  
 among the churches which comprise the body of Christ. 
 With all your people throughout creation, 
 give us new vision, new love, new wisdom and fresh understanding, 
 that we may serve you more fully: through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
 (United Methodist Book of Worship, 1992. Charles Yrigoyen) 
 
 _____________ 
 
 
2. Resources Specifically Related to this year's theme:  Welcoming the Stranger. 
 

NOTE: Other prayers, Great Thanksgiving and sermon suggestions to be posted.  
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