Bold Women

150 Years of
United Methodist
Women

Audacious Faith

A Divine Call to Action
Source: Jenny Fowler Willing, “What American Women Do Next?” Zion’s Herald
(26 May 1870): 242.
“The first generation of American women helped at the work of conquering
homes from the wilderness, and laying the foundations of the New World.
There were giantesses of energy and patient endurance in those days as well as
in the later time, when the base stones of the Great Republic were laid. It
would be impossible to estimate the part of the women of our day have borne
in the Herculean labor of clearing the land of ‘the sum of villainies’ [slavery].
Women have measureless energy. Their moral sentiments, usually active and
earnest, crowd them to make the world better. Only God knows the bitterness
of the secret cry that goes up from the heart of thousands of women…
The question is fairly before us. What shall American women do next? Fidgety
conservatives may flutter and worry. It is quite too late to turn women back to
their frizzling and ruffling and gossip. The spirit of work has been raised: it
cannot be laid [aside] by frowns, scolding, or candies. The role of [the] pretty
plaything is an end. Work is the word, and work it must be… Now that the
peril is past [Civil War], it is not so easy to hush them down to the parlor
warblings and nursery lyrics …
The question that stir the world’s pulses now are moral questions … she [the
church] needs every help she can conscript. She cannot afford to dispense with
one iota of the energies of her women. Let her face this matter fairly. Let her
open avenues for the capabilities of women. Let utilize their energy …
Christian men and women may do far greater work for the Master than they
have ever yet dream of. It is high time they awake to understand this …Infinite
resource are within our grasp. In the name of God, let us lay hold of every
right thing that has the power in it, and use it to conquer the world for our
King, even Jesus.”
Methodist Experience in America Source Book, Volume 2, pp. 364-365

Mothers of Methodism
Susanna Wesley

Susanna Wesley

•

Susanna was born
January 20, 1669, as the
25th and last child in the
Annesley family. She
would later give birth to
19 children including John
and Charles Wesley.

•

Susanna supported the
ministry Thomas Maxfield
as the first Methodist lay
preacher.

•

Susanna’s emphasis upon
education is reflected in
Methodism’s many
schools, colleges and
seminaries.

•

Susanna’s deeply pious
spirit is reflected in our
denominational general
rules.

•

Susanna’s missionary
spirit in giving her sons to
Georgia set the stage for
Methodism’s future
missionary frontiers.

Mothers of Methodism
Barbara Ruckle Heck

•
•

•

•
•

Heck was born in 1734 at Ruckle Hill, Ballygarrane, Limerick,
Ireland.
Heck family were part of Palatine German refugees that
migrated to Ireland and later New York City to escape
persecution.
Heck confronted fellow Palatine Methodists their backsliding
faith after arriving in NYC. Case in point is a confrontation
with Philip Embury, at a card game.
Embury’s rekindled faith resulted in building the first
Methodist meeting house in 1768.
Heck eventually moved to Canada with her husband Paul
where they help to establish Canadian Methodism.

Organized for Mission
• Methodist Episcopal Church
• 1869 Woman’s Foreign
Missionary Society
• 1880 Women’s Home
Missionary Society
• 1904 Ladies Aid Society
• 1921 Wesleyan Service Guild

Belle Harris Bennett

• Methodist Episcopal
Church, South
• 1878 Woman’s Foreign
Missionary Society
• 1890 Woman’s Home
Missionary Society
• 1910 Woman’s
Missionary Council

Methodist Protestant
Church
• 1879 Woman’s Foreign
Missionary Society
• 1893 Woman’s Home
Missionary Society
Elizabeth Guthrie: 1st Methodist Protestant
Church Woman Missionary

Organized for Mission
Church of the United Brethren
•

1875 Women’s Missionary
Association

• 1909 WMA folded into

General Board of Missions

Evangelical Association
• 1883 Woman’s Missionary Society
(Local Church Level Only)
United Evangelical Church
• 1894 Woman’s Home & Foreign
Missionary Society
Evangelical Church
• 1922 The Woman’s Missionary Society of
The Evangelical Church
Methodist Church
• 1939 Woman’s Society of Christian Service
Evangelical United Brethren Church
• 1946 Women’s Society of World Service
The United Methodist Church
• 1968 Women’s Division, General Board of Global Ministries

Organized for the Gospel

Methodist Episcopal Church, South, Women’s Work 1919

• Missionary societies were created to meet the unique spiritual
and physical needs of women and children.
• Successful mission endeavors could not have happened
without the work of women missionaries.
• Women had easier access to local homes then their male
counterparts. Women had easier access to local homes then
their male counterparts and easily identified with local
women due to gender discrimination.
• Missionary societies created the first schools, homes,
orphanages and hospitals specifically for women.
• Missions allowed professionally trained women such as
doctors to practice their expertise when they could not easily
do back home.

Deaconess

Deaconess Home-Boston, MA

“When will the women of America awake to a
sense of their responsibilities? And what
great soul filled with love to God and man
shall open the way and prepare the means
whereby we may be enabled to compete
successfully with our sisters of Rome, not only
as general charity women but educators and
succorers of the unfortunate … Earnest
thinkers upon the subject of ‘woman’s work in
the church’ are looking to the Quakers and
Methodists to move forward in God’s name …
leading their daughters into the full
responsibilities of an entirely devoted
Christian womanhood.” Susan Fry - 1872

Duties of a Methodist Episcopal
Church Deaconess - 1888
Minister to the poor
Visit the sick
Pray with the dying
Care for the orphan
Seek the wandering
Comfort the sorrowing
Save the Sinner
Relinquishing wholly all other
pursuits
• Devote themselves to
Christian labor to the best of
their abilities
• Be at least 25 years old
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Filipino Deaconesses

Martha Drummer – 1st MEC
African American Deaconess
Missionary

Gifts of Living Water
These bold women with their audacious faith
became vessels of compassionate care around the world.

Ministries Include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Schools
McCurdy School, NM
Hospitals
Clinics
Orphanages
Korea Medical Missionaries
Immigrant Homes
Settlement Homes
Retirement Homes
Community Centers
Sunday Schools
Evangelistic Meetings
Social Worker Plymouth Settlement House
Churches
Other Ministries As Well!
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Fighting for Laity Rights
•

•

•

•
•
•
•
•

1869 – Jennie Fowler Willing pushes
the right for women to vote with
African Americans for lay delegation
rights to Methodist Episcopal
Church General Conference.
1880 – General Conference rules
women could hold local church
offices and be quarterly conference
members.
1888 - General Conference debates
women’s laity rights. The bishops
deem the term “laymen” does not
cover women.
1892 – Methodist Protestant Church
grants women full laity rights.
1893 – United Brethren Church
grants women full laity rights.
1900 - Methodist Episcopal Church
grants women full laity rights.
1918 – Methodist Episcopal Church,
South grants women full laity rights.
XXXX – Evangelical
Association/Evangelical Church
never grants women full conference
rights.

Frances Willard

Belle Harris Bennett

Fighting the Moral Fight:
Temperance and Racism
TEMPERANCE

• Temperance movement organized
to fight “demon alcohol.”
• Alcoholism endangers home life.
• Woman’s Christian Temperance
Union organized in 1874.
• Frances Willard early leader,
• WCTU begins to focus on broader
social issues.

Frances Willard

Immigrant Poverty c. 1919

RACISM

Bishop Minerva Carcano

• Methodist struggle against racism
since birth.
• Methodism is an abolitionist
denomination.
• Racism still exists despite official
abolitionism.
• Church splits over slavery in 1844.
• Methodist women north and south
fight racism.
• United Methodist Women continue
the fight against racism.

United Methodist Women
Caucus Organized

Thelma Stevens
“The year 1972 finds a great many
women … tired of waiting to be full,
equal, and responsible participants in
the total life of the church. Small tokens
and symbols of power are not enough in
the Church of Jesus Christ! Of course
the United Methodist Women’s Caucus
had to be born and named. The time is
ripe for women to emerge as fully
empowered human beings in The
United Methodist Church, responsible
participants in its total life. Such
empowerment demands a commitment
to seek those qualities of Christian life
that will save us all from the bigotry
and self-centered motivation that
hampers our Christian witness—and
keeps the church from being God’s
people responding worthily in his
name.”

•

Organized in 1972 which
combined several women’s
groups in the UMC.

•

When UMW was organized
women delegates to General
Conference was a paltry 10%.

•

There were two main
priorities in the beginning.

•

First was to petition General
Conference to acknowledge
woman and minorities as coequal among other issues

•

Second was to create the
General Commission on the
Status and Role of Women.

COSROW
•

Emerged from the social
climate in 1960s America.

•

Conceived after a 1968 General
Conference Study Commission
on the Participation of
Women.
Barbara Ricks Thompson

•

COSROW established during
1972 General Conference.

•

Fosters awareness of
problems/issues on the status
& role of women in full
participation within the church

•

Advocates for affirmative
action, personnel policies, fight
sexual harassment, abolish
discriminatory language within
the church and fights all forms
of sexism.

United Methodist Women Today

Statement from Harriett Jane Olson , UMW General Secretary
“The Traditional Plan adopted by General Conference invites clergy, bishops
and congregations who do not support the church’s stand regarding LGBTQIA
persons to leave the denomination and form another expression of Methodism.
However, while our membership has many opinions about the matters
considered at General Conference, United Methodist Women stands together,
committed to serving women, children and youth. Part of the United Methodist
Women Purpose is to be a creative supportive fellowship, and that’s what we
intend to do.
“For United Methodist Women, commitment to the Purpose and prayer are the
only litmus tests for determining who can belong, who can serve and who can
devote themselves to mission. Our differences make us stronger. We continue to
be open to any woman who chooses to commit to our Purpose and mission.
“The Special General Conference was difficult for all—even the Traditional Plan
adopted may not be enforceable—but LGBTQIA sisters and brothers bear the
brunt of the pain. United Methodist Women will continue to pray for our beloved
church and stand in solidarity with all those who are in pain. “United Methodist
Women will continue our focus on mission, living out our Christian discipleship
together, and addressing the needs of women, children and youth.”
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/news/united-methodist-womenvows-to-work-across-difference

Suggested Resources
Timelines:

http://s3.amazonaws.com/gcah.org/WOMENS_TIMELINE.pdf
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/about/history/timeline
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/rjtimeline
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/timeline-of-women-in-methodism

Websites:

http://gcah.org/resources/womens-history
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/about/history/
https://gcsrw.org/MonitoringHistory/WomeninUMCHistory.aspx
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/archives-notable-women-inmethodist-history
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship/womens-history

Books:

Schmidt, Jean Miller. Grace Sufficient: A History of Women in
American Methodism, 1760-1939. Nashville, Abingdon Press, 1999.
Dougherty, Mary Agnes Theresa. My Calling to Fulfill : Deaconesses in
the United Methodist Tradition. New York: Women's Division, General
Board of Global Ministries, the United Methodist Church, 1997.
Russell E. Richey, Rowe, Kenneth E. and Schmidt, Jean Miller. The
Methodist Experience in America: A History, Volumes I and II.
Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2000 and 2010.
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