
Word of God Outdoor Devotional 
 
 
Scripture Passages 
 
Psalm 19: 19:1-4  The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the 
firmament proclaims God’s handiwork. Day to day pours forth speech, and 
night to night declares knowledge. There is no speech, nor are there 
words; their voice is not heard; yet their voice goes out through all the 
earth, and their words to the end of the world. 
 
 
John 1:1-5, 14 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came 
into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. 
What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all 
people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it…  And the Word became flesh and lived among us… 
 
 
1 Kings 4: 29-33  God gave Solomon very great wisdom, discernment, and 
breadth of understanding as vast as the sand on the seashore, so that 
Solomon's wisdom surpassed the wisdom of all the people of the east, and 
all the wisdom of Egypt. He was wiser than anyone else, wiser than Ethan 
the Ezrahite, and Heman, Calcol, and Darda, children of Mahol; his fame 
spread throughout all the surrounding nations.  He composed three 
thousand proverbs, and his songs numbered a thousand and five.  He 
would speak of trees, from the cedar that is in the Lebanon to the hyssop 
that grows in the wall; he would speak of animals, and birds, and reptiles, 
and fish. People came from all the nations to hear the wisdom of 
Solomon… 
 
A Word of God:   Take the participants to a quiet natural setting.  They will need 

a pad of paper and pens or pencils.  Warn them about poison ivy and other 

cautions, if applicable to that particular setting.  Give them the following 

instructions.  Answer any questions they may have before they get started.   

 

1. Let’s gather together.  I have asked three people to each read a scripture 

passage.  As they read their passage, listen closely and ask yourself what is 



this author trying to say – what are the main points the author wants to get 

across to us about life and God? 

(Have each reader read their passage one at a time.  After each reading 

invite people to reflect on the question above and share what comes to them 

about the message within each passage.  By reading the passages one at a 

time you give participants opportunities to focus on each individually and draw 

out the meaning of each through conversation.) 

2. With these passages in mind, I invite you into a time of meditation on nature 

as a word about God and a word from God.  Find a place in the natural world 

close by where you can see me or easily hear me call, but where you have a 

space away from others.  You will be there for over 30 minutes. 

3. Get comfortable so you can be very still and blend in with your surroundings.  

Remaining as silent as possible, start to scan the natural world around you.  

Begin far away noticing everything then look closer and closer in, until you are 

investigating right next to yourself. 

4. Choose one plant, animal, insect, rock, the wind or other items from nature in 

that place to get to know in great detail.  Using your pad and paper write 

down every characteristic that you notice.  Look very closely (it may be an 

added dimension to hand out magnifying glasses to those who may be 

interested).  Touch it carefully if possible.  Write down how it feels.  Taste and 

smell it too, if feasible.  Write down every detail you observe.  Does it make 

sounds that you can hear?  Describe those sounds in writing.   How does it 

make you feel inside-what emotions do you feel?    How is your creature or 



object connected with or impacted by its surroundings?  What does it 

contribute to other creatures?  

5. Give your creature a name that expresses some characteristic or feeling you 

noticed. 

6. Meister Eckhart, a person of faith who particularly loved God’s world, once 

said, “Every creature is a word from God and a word about God.”    What 

does this creature or object from the community of God’s creations say to you 

about life ?   What might God be trying to say to us through this creature or 

object ?  In a little different twist,  what does it say about who God is and what 

God might be like, since God created it?   Jot down all your responses to 

these questions.  Quietly return to the group leader when you are finished or 

sit and enjoy, until you see everyone returning. 

 

When the participants return have them circle up.  Invite persons to describe 

what they found and what they think God might be trying to say to us about life 

through the creature or object they discovered.   You may also ask them to share 

what it might say about who God is, since God created it.   Conclude the 

devotional in closing prayer circle, in which people share what they are thankful 

for related to nature and God.     

 
 


