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included. Far every
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another o
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Vision Quest
A San Francisco designer has the perfect
prescription for kids in need of glasses,

OME 1N TEN schoolehildren in Mexico way 1o gel them

needs cocreclive lenses, hut in poorer Lér Fall i love with radically transform
regions, as many as 60 pereent of  Something they EAH FRAMCISCO someone’s life,” |
these kids aren’t getting them Eyecare is an unal 154 AN wear every Bays cofoundar

tainable haxury for many families, end the cheapest
available frames tend 10 be thick and ill-fitting, nat
to mention hopelassly ool

Maxieo’s wision problems call for a visionary
thinker—someons like Yves Béhar, the San Francisco
based product designer who created the durmble

iigy” The super-flexdble, extra-durable plastc frames
eome in seven oolors, Owve shapes, and thres sizes,
and snap together and apart with éxte (which makes
apdating preseriptions simpler). Kids can mix and
patch shades and styles to thedir taste, and custom-
ized nos: pads allowr far s snng, camfisrtable N Teal

10 plant? or a tailor
witiz can't thread
& nesdle?” [warky

Mgil Blumsanthal.
“Zmn you imagine a [
farmar whao can'e

saparate seeds

104 computers for the One Laptop Per Child pro- cogt of exam and spees: $10 [the Mexicun govern- parker.com)
gram and Pamn's coo-friendly “Clever Little Bag”  ment kicks in half) —ALEXIS
SWERDELOFF

packaging, Mow Béhar's design firm, Fuseproject
has partnered with the Mexican government and the
nonprofit See Pester to Learn Better to provide fres
glasses and eye exams for 300,000 Mexican children
I vear's end, and another 3,000 in 2001

“Cipe of our goaks was for kids to participate [y the
desipn of thelr own glasses” soes Béhar, *[1s the best
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Behar i working with a group of satrepreneiirs
o BFing the program to the United States; mean-
while thank-vou letters have been pouring in from
kids across Mextor, “1 can ser that grass is made of
blades!™ one child exclaimed, Another simply wirde,
“Mow that T bave glaszes, | can see my mother I can
soe how beautiful she 15" —ANDREA LYHCH
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