
 

Memo: Government Goes To Those Who Show Up 

In 1961, Ronald Reagan warned us that “freedom is never more than one generation away 
from extinction. We didn’t pass it on to our children in the bloodstream.” “It must be fought for, 
protected,” he said, “and handed on for them to do the same, or one day we will spend our sunset 
years telling our children and our children's children what it was once like in the United States 
where men were free.” 

In the summer of 2011, who will lead like Reagan? 

The answer to this question, which I hear almost every day from fellow Tea Partiers, may 
not make you happy. The answer is not another Reagan. The answer is not even a 
politician or an elected official. The answer is you. As part of a leaderless movement of 
millions of grassroots Americans committed to reigning in Washington’s proliferate ways, 
you will lead because the future of our country is at stake. The futures of your children and 
grandchildren might well be determined by what you are willing to do this August. 

In 2009, the first iteration of this grassroots uprising for fiscal sanity—call it Tea Party 1.0—was 
as a street protest. Each of us literally got up off of the couch and started to gather in the town 
square. Lo and behold, we all discovered that we were not alone in our anger against an arrogant 
political establishment run amuck. A February 2009 gathering of a dozen protesters in Ft. Myers 
became hundreds protesting in Seattle in March and thousands demanding accountability in 
Atlanta in April. The 9/12/09 Taxpayer March on Washington, attended by a million plus citizen 
activists, put official Washington on notice: We will be ignored no more. That day was like Tea 
Party karaoke night where just about every group involved had their 2 minutes at the 
microphone. It was also the biggest mutual support group ever assembled: “I am not alone, and 
I’m not crazy to have spent the family vacation fund to come to Washington, D.C., to petition 
my government for a redress of grievances.” 

In 2010, Tea Party 2.0 evolved into a powerful Get Out The Vote (GOTV) machine. Doing so 
may have seemed like an intentional rebuke to naysayers who were predicting the demise of the 
Tea Party after the Democrats jammed through ObamaCare. But it was just an obvious evolution 
for a citizen movement that had once again been ignored by official Washington. Like 
entrepreneurs responding to a shift in customer demand, Tea Partiers set out to learn effective 
GOTV tactics and went to the task of political accountability. It worked, producing a historic 
shift in political power in both state capitols and in Washington, D.C. 

In 2011, Tea Party 3.0 must take its power established as a protest movement and a Get Out The 
Vote Machine and apply it to the difficult task of legislating change. How do we repeal and 
replace ObamaCare? How do we cut spending, reform entitlements and balance the budget? How 
do we reign in the power of politicians, government employees, corporate rent-seekers and an 



army of special interests that have enriched themselves at taxpayer expense? The right policies 
might be clear enough, but the legislative path from where we are today to where we need to be 
will require a continued evolution and increased sophistication in Tea Partier tactics. And that is 
exactly what is happening. 

While it is true that Republicans only control, in Speaker John Boehner’s words, “one half of one 
third of the government,” it is undeniable that the Tea Party agenda of cutting deficit spending 
and getting the burden of big government off the backs of workers and job creators is the 
dominant conversation in Washington, D.C. That is because the “Tea Party class”—the massive 
freshman class of Republican Senators and Congressman—is demanding as much, because the 
citizenry is demanding it of them. This is a big deal. The debate is now how much to cut, not 
how much to spend. The debate is how to repeal ObamaCare, not if we dare do so. Today we 
argue over the best way to stop the EPA’s job crushing assault on American energy, knowing 
that we must. 

It is hard to overstate the real impact our Tea Party community has had on the direction and 
terms of the debate over fiscal policy in Washington, D.C. It may not always feel like you are 
getting enough done because of the monumental challenges confronting our country posed by the 
continued failures of Obamanomics, 9.2 percent unemployment, a $1.6 trillion budget deficit, 
and a Congress that’d rather raise the debt ceiling than cut spending. But trust me, you are 
forcing both political parties to respond to our concerns about a federal government that is 
spending too much money that it does not have. None of this will be easy, and winning these 
very difficult policy battles will require the continued vigilance of each and every one of us. 
There is no short cut, no work around for the ongoing grassroots pressure and the informed 
advocacy of patriotic citizens willing to show up for the futures of our children and 
grandchildren. 

How can we drive the narrative and win the upcoming policy debates this summer? We know 
that the left will be out in full force this summer, especially during the August Recess, to push 
their agenda of bigger government, more debt and more government control over the economy. 
We’ve already heard reports of Barack Obama’s shock troops from the unions and MoveOn.org 
planning to show up at August town hall meetings and other events this summer. We need to 
counter them with our message of liberty, limited government and fiscal responsibility; and we 
need your help to win these crucial debates. Please take a moment to review materials available 
at AugustAction.com.  

We need to support the bold legislators we worked so hard to elect last November. While the Tea 
Party class is fighting hard on the inside, we need to support their hard legislative work in our 
local communities. At the same time, some Republicans and most Democrats are still AWOL on 
getting our debt under control. On the one side, defenders of the status quo and still more 
government intrusions include government employee unions and other radical “progressives.” 
They pledge to show up in force to regain the ground they lost last November. The only thing 



standing between them and their goal is the good men and women of the Tea Party. And by the 
“Tea Party,” I am referring to you. Town halls are where we hold politicians accountable and get 
them on the record on where they stand on key issues. We have the opportunity to support bold 
leaders, convert the undecided, and marginalize our opponents during the August recess. Just as 
in 2009, the 2011 August town halls will become the lens through which the media and the 
public assess the strength of our movement. We must use the August town halls to focus positive 
attention on our limited government agenda, asking our legislators where they stand on issues 
that matter to us.  

During the August Recess in 2009 the Tea Party movement flexed its muscles and made a huge 
impact in the debate over ObamaCare. You drove the narrative all summer and kept the Left on 
defense. But this time we know that they are going to be paying attention to the August town 
halls, and we need to be prepared to win the policy debates at those meetings. We also can’t 
forget that we must defend those legislators that have stood strong for us, by sticking their neck 
out and taking heat from the left on these issues. We need to defend them and show the support 
for their work, while putting pressure on those wobbly legislators who have not been so bold. 

Government goes to those who show up. If you don’t show up, who will? 

It is important that we obtain the date, time and location of as many town hall meetings as 
possible around the country — as quickly as possible. It will be up to the folks on the ground to 
find out the information by calling, writing and making district office visits to their Congressman 
and Senators. Please use FreedomConnector to post the details as an “event” and then send out a 
notice to your group members to attend the town hall meeting. We must out-organize the Left to 
ensure that we get our people to these meetings first and fill the seats with people who believe in 
liberty. We will also do our best to share this information with you as we get it from staff here in 
Washington. 

Don’t forget to share the details of the town hall events via Facebook, Twitter, email, phone 
calls, etc.  And let us know at FreedomWorks how we can help and showcase your activists to 
our national network. We are a service center dedicated to helping you and your group. Our 
movement needs to turn out our community in order to ensure that we dominate the discussions 
at these events. You might also want to call into your local talk radio stations to announce the 
dates, times and locations of town hall events. Just as important as attending the town halls is 
bringing handouts with you for the rest of the people there. We have put together a great August 
Recess Action Kit that contains talking points, a legislator leave-behind, petitions, articles on key 
issues and other materials that you can use to make your arguments and back them up with the 
facts. These materials are all here, available for your volunteers to download and use. Make sure 
that you cover the seats with these handouts. Also, don’t forget to use the town halls as a 
recruiting opportunity for your local group. You will likely find a lot of folks that agree with our 
positions on the issues. Remember: Tea Partiers are optimistic, happy warriors fighting for what 
we believe in. We are always civil, and hope for a better future for our great nation! 



If your elected officials are not holding town hall meetings, we should organize our own and 
then invite them to attend. We can have Tea Party-organized town halls and if the Congressman 
or Senator won’t show up, we will put out an empty chair, a microphone and a name tag in his or 
her place. Absentee legislators will have to answer to their constituents and the media as to why 
they refuse to meet with constituents. We should then flood the newspapers with letters and flood 
the talk radio stations with people asking why the elected official in question refused to meet 
with constituents. 

At the town hall meetings, be sure to prepare questions ahead of time. FreedomWorks has 
provided a few of these in our August Action Kit. We need to focus the discussion on our issues, 
and drive our narrative about what needs to happen in Washington when it comes to issues like 
the national debt, entitlement reform and tax reform. Be sure to record the town halls with your 
flip cameras, smartphones or other video cameras. If your group needs a flip cam, please contact 
our grassroots staff. 

Make sure that a tea partier is the first person to the microphone at the town hall meetings. Ask 
your questions respectfully and clearly and demand a specific answer. Be prepared for spin but 
always have some other people ready to ask the same question a different way, in order to get a 
real answer from your Congressman or Senators. Cheer good answers and boo bad answers to 
show where we stand on the issues. 

Consider organizing Tea Partiers outside the town hall meetings to rally around our message. 
Have people hold signs that include themes like “Stop the Spending!” “Balance the Budget w/out 
Tax Hikes!” and “Support The BBA!” If we can show enthusiasm for our message both inside 
the town halls and outside, we can drive the media narrative about these events. Please be sure to 
quickly upload your photos and videos to www.augustaction.com so that we can show the media 
what really happened in the town hall meetings around the country. We need to publicly display 
our continued dedication to the cause, and use the town halls as an opportunity to talk to the 
media about how we plan to push lawmakers to cut and cap spending, reform spending and 
entitlement programs, balance the budget and avert national bankruptcy. 

First we were a protest movement, because we had to get their attention. Then we morphed into a 
massive Get Out The Vote machine, because we had to hold them accountable. Now, We Must 
Govern. “We,” that is, as in “We The People.” 

In his first inaugural address to a new nation conceived in liberty, President George Washington 
said: “The preservation of the sacred fire of liberty, and the destiny of the republican model of 
government, are justly considered as deeply, perhaps as finally staked, on the experiment 
entrusted to the hands of the American people. 

No pressure, but he’s talking to you and me. 


