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Jessica Colotl – “Status” 
 
When you really figure out that you're out of status for staying in this 
country, you know that you're limited as to what you can do. You know 
that you can't be like anybody else, that you can't really plan much 
about what you can do. I never thought I was going to end up in a jail. I 
was just upset at everyone who once told me that education was going to 
take me somewhere because it was certainly taking me to Mexico, to a 
country that I had never been in for a long time.   And that's when I 
really questioned myself, does the American dream even exist or is it just 
a myth? I was just so upset at the time, because I can't believe that I'm 
trying to be a better person and all of this is happening to me. Why? 
From all the obstacles that I faced before and I've overcome, I've learned 
that sometimes obstacles are there and you just have to go you know 
above, beneath or around it to go through them. But what is this now? 
This is not even an obstacle; this is an injustice that I’m witnessing and 
experiencing now. There were some days that I tried to cry everything 
out, and I just didn't have any more tears. I just couldn't cry anymore. 
And I, I just thought you know everything happens for a reason but I 
don't know what this reason is. I don't know where this is going to take 
me. I don't even know what to make out of me at this point. Then I met 
other inmates there who were going through the same thing as well, and 
that's when I was like, "Well, I can't have this attitude anymore. 
Everything is hard as it is now, and I'm just making it worse for myself.” 
And that's when, you know, I just started reflecting about American 
values and the idea that you know, this country is great. And I'm just 
like; well it is a great country, but maybe not so much anymore. And 
that's because you know other inmates were single moms who were 
caught driving without a license, because they were going to the store to 
get some milk for their kids. And that's when I started getting closer to 
God, and I really said, "Well if this is what You had prepared for me then 
I guess I can't do anything about it, because I've tried to do anything and 
everything possible to be a better person to really overcome any obstacle 
that's been in my way, but at this point I can't do much about it." And 
you know, a combination of family, faith and friends really got me 
through that situation. And I was talking to my mom on the phone more 
often, I was reading the Bible, and I was receiving letters from my friends 
and sorority sisters. So I was like, "Well, I'm in a horrible place right now 
but at least I have these three important things in my life." You know, 
this experience made me a lot stronger, and made me see America 
different, a different way. Had I not had this experience, I would have 
always thought you know America's great and nothing's going to change 
that but experiencing and witnessing those injustices, all of that makes 
me think well, there's a lot of work to be done. And I've also learned that 
that is why America is one of the most rights-conscience societies in the 
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world, because people are constantly fighting for rights that they had 
been denied. And immigration is not the exception.  
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Jessica Colotl – “Discovering Immigration Status” 
 
When all my friends and classmates were getting their driving permits, I 
couldn't get one. I remember that I wanted to get one and I spoke to my 
parents about it and they just said it to me, "Well you can't have one." 
Their words still echo in my ear today because what they said at the time 
is still affecting me up until today. They said that I couldn't get one 
because of my status, and I asked them why can't we fix all of that and 
they said that we couldn't.  At that point everything started making 
sense and I was like what am I going to do? I mean, I'm doing well in 
school now, I need to do something.  I remember that one of our 
homeroom teachers gave us the guidelines to get a permit, so I was like, I 
meet all those requirements. I'm eligible to get a driver's permit. And then 
when I told my parents about it and they talked about my immigration 
status, I was just very disappointed once again, and I was like, "No, we 
need to do something about it." You know they said no, and like I said, 
that's when everything started making sense in my head. Here are many 
other undocumented students who lose hope, because at that point 
you're just hopeless. I mean you can't do anything about your situation 
even though you're trying to do anything that it takes to adjust your 
status. But if there's no mechanism to do it, then you can't do anything 
about it.  
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Jessica Colotl – “School” 
 
I had at the time like a 3.8 GPA so I told one of the Hispanic recruiters 
you know this is my GPA, I'm taking these classes. "Well, you're a good 
student, keep up the good work. Just make sure you take your SAT or 
your ACT and hopefully we'll see you on our campus." And I was like, 
“well I have a problem”. And I told him, and he was like, "Well, I know 
that you're probably very afraid to talk about this but I'm glad you finally 
made that decision. You can actually go to school and pursue your 
education." That moment really transformed my life, because that's the 
hope that; he gave me hope again, the hope that I had already lost before 
and that was, I mean, that is still one of the happiest days of my life, just 
because I knew that I had a slim chance of making it to school and 
pursuing my higher education. After that I was like oh, well if I'm doing 
well in school I have to do even better now.  So then I started applying to 
schools and of course another obstacle came. I couldn't get any kind of 
scholarships because of my illegal status. So I was like, "what am I going 
to do?" At that point, I didn't know what to do anymore. Because at that 
moment it seemed like it didn't matter what I did, everything was going 
to go to a dead end direction. So I mean, I was just very, very sad and 
one day I just woke up, and I said you know what, the biggest obstacle 
was not having a social security number. Why is money going to stop me 
from, why is money going to stop me from going to school? So I just 
spoke to my parents and they were like, "OK, well I guess we're going to 
have to work harder to pay for your schooling." And I was like OK. So I 
had their support, and I had everything else that it took to go to college.  
So after that, high school graduation came. It was like, yes, closer to 
college. So that was another big transformation in my life because 
despite the fact that I had lost hope and faith and my future, I was like 
I'm just going to keep doing this. It will take me somewhere. And all 
these people who have been telling me education will take you 
somewhere can't be wrong. I mean all of those people can't be wrong. So 
my high school ceremony came, and my family was there. We all cried 
together because it was such a milestone in my life, and of course my 
parents were just so happy to see that after I was having a hard time in 
school and adjusting to a new culture, I was finally heading somewhere. I 
can't even describe it now. To me, at that point, I felt that I had 
conquered the world, literally, because I could have just have given up 
when my parents told me, "You know you don't have a social security." 
And I really didn't understand -- well at that point I began to understand 
the concept of not having a social security number, so I was just very, 
very happy, and proud of myself. I remember that I had never felt this 
proud of myself before because that moment when I finally received my 
diploma, when I finally received my high school diploma, that was 
something that I really worked, that I really worked hard for. And that 
was the reward that I was getting at the time.  


