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Residents want more information on pool acquisition issue

By Wendy Parker
Managing Editor

Residents turned out for two spe-
cial meetings regarding the possible
acquisition by the BCA of three coun-
try club pools: St. Ledger’s, Harbour
Pointe and North Beach. The first
meeting, held February 10 at The
Brandermill Church, drew approxi-
mately 200 people. Second Vice Presi-
dent Charles Macfarlane conducted
the meeting. The second meeting on
February 18, attended by 130 inter-
ested parties, was conducted by Direc-
tor John Hughes. A show of hands at
the two meetings, indicated the major-
ity of those in attendance were mem-
bers of Brandermill Country Club

Long range
plan study is
underway

By Harriet Coppins
Copy Editor

The work of the BCA Long Range
Planning Committee chaired by Tom
Hourin is now underway. In February,
representatives of Robert Charles
Lesser and Co., the consulting firm
retained by the BCA Board, inter-
viewed 175 residents by telephone.

The interviewers asked questions
that dealt with community features
such as Swift Creek Reservoir and
various amenities. They also asked
what the residents would like to see
added to Brandermill. Three questions
dealt with the issue of the pool com-
plexes for sale by Brandermill Coun-
try Club. The first question asked,
“Would you favor the acquisition of
the three pool complexes from the
country club by the BCA?” The sec-
ond question was, “If the BCA were
to acquire the three pool complexes,
should the BCA take over the swim
program?” The third question was,
“Enclosing a section of one of the pool
complexes to create a year-round
swim facility would require an in-
crease in the home owners’ assessment
fees. Would you support the enclos-
ing of one of the pools?”

Ken Wenhold of the consulting
firm said that there will be a public
meeting at Brandermill Country Club
on March 20 at 7 p.m., at which time
the results of the survey will be an-
nounced and feedback elicited from
attending residents.

An analysis of all this information
will be prepared and the consultants
will draft “a universe of strategy op-
tions” to offer the Long Range Plan-
ning Committee. The committee is
charged with selecting the options best
suited to Brandermill. After this pro-
cedure is completed, a second public
meeting will take place. The time and
place will be announced. At the meet-
ing, residents will be told which op-
tions have been selected and hear an
analysis of the fiscal impacts of the
strategic plan on Brandermill.

(BCC).

Earlier, it had been announced that
the issue of acquiring the pools would
appear on the April ballot. However,
it was the consensus of board mem-
bers, that more time was needed to dis-
cuss the pool situation before it could
be voted on by the membership.

During the two meetings, the direc-
tors, who stressed that the board has
not taken a position on the purchase
of the pools, addressed the BCA’s goal
“to ensure the continued availability
of all three pools and pool facilities
for use by Brandermill residents” by
purchase or other means.

By the use of overhead projections,
the directors presented information
beginning with the purpose of the

meetings: to provide background in-
formation on the pool issue; review the
BCA community’s common interest
and goal; review possible alternatives
including probability and risk factors;
review existing financial status of the
pools; review possible financial obli-
gation issues of the purchase option;
and seek input from the community.
It was reiterated by both Mac-
farlane and Hughes that the informa-
tion was incomplete and that a con-
siderable number of assumptions had
been made to prepare that information.
For instance, the accounting depart-
ment had prepared a number of sce-
narios to illustrate some possible fi-
nancial options. One scenario, the out-
right purchase of the pools with a con-

ventional mortgage (10-year maturity,
payment amortized over 20 years at
8.7 percent) amounted to an assess-
ment of $1.66 a month per lot. The
amount was based on the figure
$700,000 which included the price of
the properties and repairs. Another
scenario, purchasing the pools with a
special assessment over 12 quarters,
amounted to $16.25 a quarter per lot.
Under those two scenarios, the pools
would become Brandermill amenities
to which all residents and their guests
would have access. The scenarios did
not include assessments of commer-
cial property owners or costs of oper-
ating the pools. Other possible alter-
natives besides purchasing the pools
included: subsidizing pool operations
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Brandermill welcomes Mike Divita

Photo by Wendy Parker
New Community Manager Mike Divita assumed his duties on February 17.

BCC oflers reward for info on vandals

By Wendy Parker
Managing Editor

A $500 reward is being offered for
information leading to the identifica-
tion of parties responsible for vandal-
ism of Brandermill Country Club
property.

According to General Manager
Doug Wayne, in the very early hours
of February 22, vandals played

“bumper cars” with eight golf carts
resulting in extensive damage to the
carts and minor damage to some of the
greens. In addition, club house patio
furniture was thrown into one of the
ponds and several tee signs were de-
stroyed. The estimated cost of dam-
age was between $10,000 and
$15,000.

Wayne said he is offering the sub-
stantial reward because, “It’s time we

did something about the vandalism.”
Wayne, suspecting juveniles, said he
appeals to parents who “may have
noticed excessively muddy clothes on
the morning of February 22, to, if not
turn in their children, at least speak to
them.”

Wayne said confidential calls may
be made to him at 744-1185 or the
Chesterfield County Police at
748-1358.

Protecting Swift Creek Reservoir

By Tom Pakurar, Co-chairman
Hands Across the Lake

The Chesterfield County Planning
Commission held a second work ses-
sion Wednesday, February 13, to dis-
cuss the more stringent phosphorus
control measures for the Swift Creek
Reservoir that were recommended by
the county Watershed Management
Committee.

Discussion focused on understand-
ing the issues and the cost of compli-
ance. Several independent cost esti-
mates suggest the increased cost
would be less than 0.15 percent of a
$200,000 home ($300 per new home).

A third work session is scheduled
for mid-April in which county staff
will present additional costing infor-
mation. According to Joan Salvati,
water quality administrator for the

county, several members of the devel-
opment community and environmen-
tal/civic organizations may be invited
to answer questions from the commis-
sion. Ina planning commission meet-
ing February 18, the commission ap-
proved the rezoning request of
Malbone Associates for their 500-acre
property being developed at the

See Reservoir on page 16.

Easter egg hunt
is March 22 in
Sunday Park

By Wendy Parker
Managing Editor

Brandermill youngsters of all ages
should get out their Easter baskets and
bonnets and get ready for the Easter
Egg Hunt on Saturday, March 22 in
Sunday Park. The event, sponsored by
Brandermill Community Association
and Swift Creek Junior Women'’s
Club, will be held on the Sunday Park
Peninsula from 11 a.m to 2 p.m.

Children will enjoy an exciting egg
hunt in a maze, face painting, a cup-
cake walk, and pictures taken with the
Easter Bunny. In addition, there will
be a raffle with proceeds going to sup-
port Camp Easter Seals East.

Other sponsors of the event in-
clude: Hannaford’s, Richmond Cam-
era and Southwest Printing. For info,
please call Ruth Davis at 639-5838.

with BCC; leasing the pools; or doing
nothing. ;
The directors also presented zon-
ing information. The pool properties,
currently are zoned for single-family
residential development which in-
cludes churches, public schools and
parks. The zoning could be amended
to include private schools, recreational
facilities or day care facilities.
Following the presentation of the
information, residents asked ques-
tions. Most centered on the various
options for purchasing the pools. Sev-
eral questions focused on country club
issues: what happens to the initiation
fee club members have paid?; should
club members escrow their dues?; can
the club be forced to keep the pools?;

and why was General Manager Doug
Wayne not in attendance? Other ques-
tions included: how are Brandermill
Woods residents affected?; if the pools
are sold, will swimming programs be
resumed?; has East West Partners con-
sidered buying the pools?: how will
the purchase improve Brandermill
property values?; will BCA legal coun-
sel help with input?; and will a posi-
tion be taken by the BCA before the
1998 budget is prepared?

Some in attendance requested that
the scenarios include the same oper-
ating costs for better comparisons.

Comments from the audience

See Pools on page 16.

Two candidates run for
two seats on BCA Board

By Harriet Coppins
Copy Editor

Two seats will be open on the BCA
Board of Directors in April when the
terms of President Jim Trent and Trea-
surer Kevin Healy will expire. Direc-
tors serve three-year terms. Two resi-
dents, Robert M. Herald and R. Tho-
mas Hourin have declared their can-
didacy for the board.

Meet the Candidates Night, spon-
sored by the Neighborhood Represen-
tative Council, will take place in the
Ivy Room at Brandermill Woods on
March 11 at 7 p.m. Light hors
d’oeuvres will be served.

The BCA annual meeting and elec-
tion of directors is scheduled for April
18 at 7:30 p.m. at The Brandermill
Church. At that time the polls will be
declared closed.

The meeting will reconvene at the
same location and time on Monday,
April 21 to conduct necessary business
and announce election results.

Robert M. Herald has been a resi-
dent of Brander- Ty
mill since 1993 ;
and has been an 1
attorney for the ‘
Medical Protec-
tive Company
for the past four
years. He had
previously been
a vice president
for strategic
planning for the
Society National Bank for 10 years.

Herald graduated from Ohio State
University with a bachelor of science
degree in business administration. He
earned a master’s degree in business
administration from Case Western
Reserve University in 1985, and a ju-
ris doctorate from the University of
Akron in 1990.

Herald is president of Swift Creek
Athletic Association and coaches foot-
ball, baseball and basketball in the
youth division. He and his wife
Gerianne and their four children live
in Cove Ridge.

Herald said, “As a business man
with planning, marketing and bottom-
line responsibilities, I would like to
bring more of a business focus to the
board. My legal background will be
extremely valuable as well as my ex-
tensive connections throughout the
community. “I wish to serve the com-
munity as a BCA Board director be-
cause I believe the leadership and di-
rection provided by the board for our
community has been less than effec-
tive. I want to work to enhance
Brandermill’s reputation and attrac-
tiveness to both current and prospec-
tive residents. “My major areas of
community interest are youth sports,
recreational activities and exercise—
golf, running, weightlifting, and most
other sports. I am also interested in the
land development and road develop-
ment which will affect our future.”

R. Thomas Hourin has lived in
Brandermill since 1994. He has been
vice president at Signet Bank for eight
years. He was formerly a vice presi-
dent at First Nationwide Bank for a
year and at Great Western Bank for a
year. He worked as a loan officer for
the United States Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development for a year

Bob Herald

and was a director of economic devel-
opment in Port Chester, N. Y. for four
years. ;

Hourin is a 1972 graduate of
Georgetown
[Ny e S 6y
where he earned
a bachelor of arts
degree in gov-
ernment. He
took courses in
architecture at
Vassar College
and attended the
Real Estate In-
stitute at New
York University.

He is a baseball coach with Swift
Creek Athletic Association and serves
on the board of directors of Interfaith
Housing Corporation. He lives with
his wife Kate and their three children
in Chimney House.

Hourin said, “Expertise in financial
analysis, appraisals, site planning,
community organization, master plan-
ning and zoning are areas which I feel
qualify me for directorship. [ wish to
serve the community as a BCA Board
director because Brandermill as a 25-
year-old community has new chal-
lenges to its prominent position as a
master planned community.

“1 hope that my background as a
real estate banker and city planner can
help in the effort to ensure that we re-
main competitive and enhance our
reputation. My major areas of commu-
nity interest are supporting a strong
community manager and staff in the
daily administration of Brandermill
business while refocusing board effort
on policy issues. I am also interested
in executing and institutionalizing the
planning process with the planning
committee.”

Tom Hourin

Quickiakes

No homework excuses.

Ed Menster developed an
on-line homework hotline
for students and parents.
See details on page 14.

What’s cookin’?

Chef
Tyrone at
Surf Rider
Grill
prepares
a tasty
grouper
dish. See
recipe on
page 5.
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Pools

Continued from page 1.

indicated there were two strong senti-
ments: the BCA has no business pur-
chasing the pools and the BCA has no
choice but to buy the pools.

Directors Macfarlane and Hughes
said questions would be recorded and
answers would be sought. Director
Hughes estimated it would take three
to five months to have all the neces-
sary information available for associa-
tion members to make an informed
decision. A special election would
have to be held for the members to
vote for or against the purchase of the
pools by the membership.

BCC General Manager Doug
Wayne later said he did not attend the
meetings because they were BCA-
sponsored events and “it was a time
for the BCA and the community to
look at the limited information.” He
said, “When and if the time comes that
we sit down to negotiate all of the pa-
rameters of a sale, then we may have
an organized presentation and it would
make sense for the club to be involved
in that effort.” In the meantime, Wayne
encourages club members to “feel free
to call the club regarding their con-
GEIMSHH

According to Community Manager
Mike Divita, he plans to recommend
to the BCA Board of Directors that any
future meetings will be conducted af-
ter a “due diligence” study is com-
pleted.

Reservoir
Continued from page 1

Otterdale Road/Hull Street Road in-
tersection. The case is important be-
cause of the large number of acres
being developed so close to the water
treatment plant. The rezoning case is
legally and technically complicated
since the original zoning request was
granted prior to the Chesapeake Bay
Act. In the rezoning, the planning
commission obtained proffers to pro-
tect the water quality in Swift Creek
Reservoir. According to Dick
McElfish, the entire tract will be de-
signed so as to limit phosphorus run-
off to 0.44 pounds/acre per year.

If the Watershed Management
Committee recommendations are en-
acted, the phosphorus coefficient
would be reduced to 0.22 for new
projects.

Writers Workshop

Continued from page 4.

Richmond Times-Dispatch whose
first novel, “Littlejohn,” was a
Doubleday Book Club selection.

“Getting Published,” former Bran-
dermill resident T.R. Hollingsworth,
adjunct instructor at John Tyler Com-
munity College.

“Co-authoring,” Susan Ahern, co-
author of “Family By Choice: Creat-
ing Family in a World of Strangers.”

“Journalism Reporting,” Marcella
Williamson, assistant director of pub-
lic affairs for Chesterfield County.

“Writing for Children,” Muriel
Miller Branch, author of a book on
Maggie Lena Walker.

“Writing Romances,” Christine
Dorsey and Carolyn Greene.

“Selling Your Manuscript,” Tracy
Dunham, a retired lawyer, has written
five western novels.

“Character Development,” Beth
Amos, auther of “Cold White Fury.”

“Play Writing and Script Writing,”
Bruce Miller, author of 27 plays.

“Writing for Magazines,” Rich
Browne.

For information or to register, call
Janet Baumgardner at 768-7941.

Chef’s Pantry

Continued from page 5.

Chef’s Apprenticeship Program at
what is now J. Sargeant Reynolds
Community College.

Now in his third year at Surf Rider
Grill, he enjoys the opportunities for
creativity a private restaurant offers.
He says. “Everything I offer for din-
ner specials is something I played
around with to make the dish just right.
When the restaurant is busy, the stress
level is there but when you take the
time to put out something that people
enjoy, it’s all worthwhile.”

Workman hopes to offer cooking
classes at Surf Rider Grill this spring.
He promises to keep the classes and
recipes simple and adds, “I'm more
than happy to share recipes. The more
I share the knowledge I have, the more
I can grow.”

Homework

Continued from page 14.

Recently 9-year-old Kelan Uzzle,
a fourth-grader at Varina Elementary
School, sustained a severe head injury
when his school bus collided with a
-plumbing truck. Menster set up a mail-
box and Kelan is receiving get-well
greetings from Martha Gunther’s
fourth-grade class at CHES.

Brandermill residents since 1983,
Ed and Patti Menster have two chil-
dren: Heather, 11, and Christopher, 9.
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MAYONNAISE

Or Pepsi
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St. Patrick’s Day
Is Monday
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W-D Brand Bone-In

Whole sr.
Pork Loin

LB.

The Other
White Meat:

Assorted Pork Chops.......LB.1.98
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Corned Beef ‘n Cabbage
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Harvest Fresh
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Party Supplies!
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Magnavox

(with remote)
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