
To: the Residential and Commercial Members of the Brandermill Community Association 

From: Jason P. Livingston, BCA Member 

March 16, 2015 

The Virginia Property Owner’s Association Act requires the Board to establish a reasonable, effective, 

and free method, for lot owners to communicate among themselves regarding any matter concerning 

the association. This message is sent pursuant to that requirement. 

The Board has offered three issues for community vote and in this brief space, I recommend that the 

community vote “NO” on all three items.  The first proposal seeks to create a unique subclass of 

members with separate requirements for rental properties.  Despite rental properties being only a small 

fraction of the non-compliant properties in the community, the board wants to focus its attention on 

this perceived problem rather than focusing on compliance of all properties.  More importantly, this 

proposal will not promote compliance and may lead to the decrease in value of your property. 

Second, the Board wants the authority to raise by 200% a dubious fee of questionable legal authority, 

which will have the effect of making your homes more expensive to potential purchasers.  There has 

been no explanation of why such a massive fee increase is necessary, nor a description of what the 

board will do with this substantial additional revenue. 

Finally, the Board wants to lower the threshold needed to amend the community’s governing 

documents from 75% to 67%.   The community has reached the 75% threshold to amend its critical 

documents four times since 2004.  There is no need to weaken the assurance of predictability in these 

foundational documents by lowering this voting threshold – particularly where the community has 

demonstrated a willingness to modify these documents when the reasoning is sound. 

I encourage other interested members of the BCA to share your thoughts and utilize the method 

required under the Virginia Property Owner’s Association Act, recognizing that your communications 

may be filtered by the BCA. 

Respectfully submitted. 


