
Tucker Johnson – Tucker the pet Kunekune pig 

Tucker is a Kunekune pig, his breed was almost extinct in the 1970s with only a population of about 50 left. 

Many people worked together to get the breed back to a sustainable population. Kunekune pigs are known to be 

the most social breed of pigs and also love other species especially humans. They are very gentle and have a 

personality of a toddler, curious and loves life. All Kunekune pigs must be DNA registered to keep track of 

their blood lines. 

Kunekune pigs are native to New Zealand and were introduced in the United States in the mid 1990’s.  

Kunekune pigs rarely get over 200lbs but average 170lbs, Tuckers mother was 120lbs and his father is 175lbs.  

Kunekune pigs are also grazers and rarely dig or root.  This trait was one reason we opted for Tucker as he does 

not dig in the yard.  It is estimated there is about 3000 Kunekune pigs in the World and estimated a few hundred 

in the United States.  Pet Kunekune pigs are becoming known to be one of the friendliest animals in the World. 

Tucker is trained just like any pet dog, some say he is trained better than most pet dogs.  He walks on a leash, 

sits on command, does tricks, rides in a car, house trained (trained in three days) and asks to go to bed at his bed 

time of 9pm.  He loves to be with the family at all times, he watches TV, plays video games, cuddles, gives 

kisses and actually vocalizes sounds that sounds like he is saying a few words. 

Tucker is in the house 85% of the time, on hot days he prefers the AC and he does not like the cold and has to 

wear his jacket in the winter.  When he is outside he is on a leash or in our fenced in back yard.  He is always 

under supervision and as any child we would never leave him outside when we are not home.  When we leave 

him home alone we rarely will ever leave him alone for more than five hours, if so we have a sitter check on 

him.  If we leave for days on end, he will either come with us or we have a house sitter or family stay with him.   

We have the great opportunity of being involved in community outreach with Tucker.  We get invites to 

schools, camps, nursing homes and other organizations.  Everyone that encounters Tucker smiles as they learn 

about the amazing story of survival of his breed and their unconditional love for every species. It also teaches a 

story that it is OK to be different and that is a wonderful thing about the world we live in and how we can share. 

Pigs do not carry fleas and very resistant to ticks.  Their skin is too thick and tough for these parasites. 

Tucker is under the care of Dr. Hunter at countryside veterinarian clinic in short pump.  Dr. Hunter was 

recommended for his experience and has a very large pet pig patient base from all over central Virginia.  Dr. 

Hunter neutered Tucker and gives him all of his vaccines when required.  Tucker gets his teeth brushed every 

morning, that is better than most dogs and some people. 

Tucker is quiet, he does not bark and if you are to ask our neighbors they do not notice him much.  Since pet 

pigs are prey animals they are not aggressive. Tucker is neutered as all pet pigs should be.  We agree and helped 

write all the conditions for the conditional use permit that would be just for Tucker and cannot be for anyone 

else. 

While pet pigs will be bigger than pet cats they still will be smaller and weigh less than the biggest dog breeds. 

Tucker weights about 155lbs, we have dogs in our neighborhood that weigh more and are much bigger in size. 

Tucker is just like one of our children and like a brother to Joe and Grant.  It is very common for a pet pig to be 

taken from a loving home to have severe emotional problems that can and has led to death.  Pet pigs are one of 

the smartest animals on Earth (humans # 1, chimpanzee # 2, Pet pigs # 3, Dogs # 6 and Cats # 10). 

 


