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Contemporary Indian Musicians Break Traditional Barriers

Tarun Nayar fuses music styles from around the globe to create a new frontier 
in electronica featured in “22 Degrees of Beatitude,” his latest album, drop-
ping on Mar. 1 

Jayanthi Kumaresh explores the possibilities of the veena in her meticulously 
produced new album, “Mysterious Duality,” available Mar. 8 

By TANYA SHAH
Special to India-West

Tarun Nayar, a Canadian musi-
cian known for his band Delhi 2 
Dublin and his Asian-fusion elec-
tronica mixes, has created a new 
label, “Chaiwalla’s Boombox.” 
This is the label under which he 
will release his newest album, “22 
Degrees of Beatitude,” a deeply 
personal narrative featuring his 
collection of sounds from all 
across the globe. The album, re-
leasing Mar. 1, features each song 
as a chapter in Nayar’s life.

Nayar aims to break music 
molds and bring people together. 
As part of this effort to spread his 
unique sound, he has performed 
at festivals all over the world and 
produced chart-topping tracks. 
He has also composed the score 
for “BAS!,” a documentary about 
women living in India’s red light 
district. 

In another unique touch, Nayar 
is supplementing each track with 
photos and videos photos and 
videos to create a specialized au-
diovisual experience. This fusion 
will be part of his Canadian tour. 

Although electronica is being 
redefined by young Indian musi-
cians, artists in other genres are 
embracing the same spirit of re-
definition. Dr. Jayanthi Kumaresh 
is a musician with decades of 
classical training in Carnatic 
music. Her latest album, “Mysteri-
ous Duality: Just Me,” is featured 
under the Earthsync label and 

releases Mar. 8. 
An ode to the veena, the con-

cept for this album came together 
in the midst of a phone conversa-
tion. “When you talk to your son, 
husband, teacher, colleague, or 
your student, with rach role, your 
intonation changes so much,” 
Kumaresh said. “So I thought, 
‘Why not make the veena do 
this?’” Kumaresh does just this in 
her dedicated effort to showcase 
the variety, depth and complex-
ity of an instrument which she 
believes does not get as much 
international recognition as other 
Indian instruments such as the 
sitar and tabla.

The variety on her album is 
thanks in part to compositions 
from her husband and nephew. 

Also classically trained musicians, 
they created special arrangements 
to accompany her layering of per-
fectly tuned veenas, painstakingly 
recorded with to create a sound 
that is appealing to long-time fans 
as well as newcomers to Carnatic 
music.    

Kumaresh says that this album 
has brought out a new dimension 
in her artistry. “Before this album, 
I would wonder when I played the 
bass strings in a particular way 
if I was sounding to much like 
an electric guitar. I always felt a 
bit shy. After making this album, 
though, I found it was very cool. 
Now I love it.”

Artists such as Nayar and Ku-
maresh, who come from differ-
ent backgrounds and boast very 

different repertoires, are among 
many artists today breaking molds 

across different genres and gen-
erations of music. 

Mukherjee Among 
Book Critics Circle 

Award Finalists

Siddhartha Mukherjee. (Deborah 
Feingold photo)

From News Dispatches

The National Book Critics 
Circle announced Jan. 22 that 
“The Emperor of All Maladies” by 
Siddhartha Mukherjee is among 
the finalists for its 2010 awards. 

According to the Simon and 
Schuster Web site, “The Emperor 
of All Maladies” is a magnificent, 
profoundly humane “biography” 
of cancer—from its first docu-
mented appearances thousands 
of years ago through the epic 
battles in the 20th century to 
cure, control, and conquer it to 
a radical new understanding of 
its essence. 

Physician, researcher, and 
award-winning science writer, 
Mukherjee examines cancer with 
a cellular biologist’s precision, 
a historian’s perspective, and a 
biographer’s passion, said the 
Web site, adding: the result is an 
astonishingly lucid and eloquent 
chronicle of a disease humans 
have lived with—and perished 
from—for more than five thou-
sand years. 

Mukherjee recounts centuries 
of discoveries, setbacks, victories, 
and deaths, told through the eyes 
of his predecessors and peers. The 
book reads like a literary thriller 
with cancer as the protagonist, 

say the publishers.
Mukherjee is a cancer physician 

and researcher. He is an assistant 
professor of medicine at Colum-
bia University and a staff cancer 
physician at Columbia University 
Medical Center. A Rhodes scholar, 
he graduated from Stanford Uni-
versity, University of Oxford, 
Harvard Medical School. 

He has published articles in 
Nature, The New England Journal 
of Medicine, The New York Times, 
and The New Republic. He lives 
in New York with his wife and 
daughters.

Sisters Form Non-Profit Assisting Artisans 
Worldwide

From News Dispatches

FREMONT, Calif. – Eighteen 
year-old Radhika Mitra and her 
15-year-old sister Ritwika have 
launched a project that is helping 
thousands of underprivileged art-
ists whose only livelihood is cre-
ating art to support their families 
and communities. 

The sisters incorporated the 
non-profit organization Renais-
sance Now while both were high 
school students in March 2009. 
They formed the group in a hu-
manitarian response to end pov-
erty, human trafficking and assist 
artisan communities by providing 
free tools, training, product devel-
opment and marketing assistance, 
according to the San Jose Mercury 
News. 

In 2009, their first beneficiaries 
were located in Kolkata, where 

they met a group of 300 local art-
ists and artisans and trained them 
in using power tools like Dremels 
as well as basic supplies like paint 
brushes in order to develop sus-
tainable income.

“That’s great that they use eco-
friendly things but it slows down 
their process and they don’t have 
quality products,” Radhika Mitra, 
chief executive officer of Renais-
sance Now, told the Mercury 
News. 

Many people have asked if this 
advancement will take away from 
the authenticity of the folk art, but 
she said her point for outreach 
was something else entirely. 

“These people are hardly mak-
ing a living,” Radhika said. “The 
folk art will always be there. 
It’s not like you can extract that 
away.” 

The organization has since 

grown into a 501(c)3 public char-
ity with hundreds of youth sup-
porters worldwide and a YouTube 
channel boasting do-it-yourself 
video ideas with 16,855 channel 
views and 798 subscribers, and 
sponsorship from Coca Cola and 
Nvidia. 

Their backing is also substan-
tial, supporting a staff of 13 peo-
ple. 

Renaissance Now’s latest fund-
raising event, Synergy 2010, was 
held Dec. 3. The event featured 
eco-friendly fashions of young 
Bay Area designers from the 
Fashion Institute of Design and 
Merchandising in San Francisco, 
a Bollywood dance group, live 
music from young Bay Area artists 
and a silent auction with artwork 
and crafts fashioned by local and 
international artists. Radhika said 
they raised approximately $2000. 

By a Staff Reporter

DAVIS, Calif. — As California 
celebrated its first Fred Kore-
matsu Day Jan. 27, UC Davis law 
professors Madhavi Sunder and 
Anupam Chander marked the day 
by reading from their comic book, 
“Fred Korematsu: All American 
Hero,” to a class of fourth-graders 
at Fred T. Korematsu Elementary 
School here. 

Fred Korematsu Day was 
named in honor of the Japanese 
American who waged a 40-year 
fight to overturn his conviction for 
resisting the World War II intern-
ment order.

The comic book is about a 
young Muslim American girl who 
encounters suspicion and animos-
ity in her school and community 
following the 9/11 attacks. When 
an elderly Japanese American 

woman tells her Korematsu’s 
story, the girl draws inspiration 
and a deeper understanding of 
what it means to be American.

The comic is illustrated by a 
UC Davis undergraduate student. 
Sunder and Chander, who are 
married, dedicate the story to 
their children. They also led a 
campaign to name the elementary 
school after Korematsu.

UC Davis Profs Offer Comic book on Korematsu


