
Heart Beats - “Enemy Love – Won’t You Be My Neighbor” - 2-28-21 
 
Quaker Women Video: Friends “Quakers” adopted early church commitment to “pacificism” 
 
Enemy Story: childhood bully kicks me, rendering me incapable of retaliation 
 
Question: Who are your enemies? Who acts like an enemy opposing you? Republicans,  
     Democrats, boss, employee, bro, sis, ex-husband, ex-wife, this week; mother, son, wife. 
 
Text: Matthew 5:38-48 - The Law of Love 
 
Message: The kingdom heart loves God, self, neighbors, AND enemies 
 
Sermon Story – Jesus Invites Enemies to be Disciples:  

• Audience - Luke 6:12-16 - Jesus appointed 12 apprentices to become Apostles (Matt. 10) 
• “Disciples” - Jesus invites “enemies” to learn to practice God’s love in a band of brothers. 
• “Enemies” - Simon the Zealot and Matthew, the tax collector; two men who represented 

the opposing extremes of their society.  
• “Matthew the Tax Collectors” (Mt. Lk. 5:27-31 “Levi”) – “…even tax collectors do that” - 

Jews collected taxes for Rome from fellow Jews; commission was whatever extra they 
could collect (often “rich”). They were viewed as traitors, greedy, hated, and excluded from 
all religious life including local synagogue & Temple (Zacchaeus).  

•  “Simon the Zealot” – member of the aggressive political party with “zeal” to reclaim 
Jewish national & religious life through violence, guerrilla warfare, and assassination; 
modern day “terrorists”. They were known as “dagger men”; hitmen with hidden knives 
ready to kill. They despised Jews who sought peace or cooperation with Rome, and even 
committed violence toward them. In the first revolt against Rome (ad 66–70 Destruction of 
Temple) the Zealots played a leading role, and at Masada in 73 they committed suicide 
rather than surrender the fortress. 

 
New Kingdom Justice: Matt. 5:38-42 (To the “Simons”)  

• Review: Sermon builds on itself; Law, Jesus fulfillment, exceed Pharisees, anger, lust, 
adultery, divorce, oaths (honesty), now retaliation and love for enemy. 

• Jesus is teaching a NEW kingdom ethic of non-violent, non-retaliatory justice. 
• Jesus gives illustrations and examples of what a kingdom person will do as a “peacemaker” 

(vs. 9), not commands to be legalistically applied to every situation. 
o There will be times when we do NOT “turn the other cheek” based on discernment. 

• Vs. 38 – Violence & Retaliation Are Not Characteristic of those in the Kingdom of Heaven  
o “eye for an eye, tooth for tooth” - originates from the Code of Hammurabi and is 

found in Exodus and Leviticus. Injurers should be injured in exactly the same way.  
o “lex talionis” or law of retaliation was reciprocity; “commensurable punishment”. 

Equalization of injury and then a stop to injury. Unfortunately, it rarely succeeded. 
o Principle: Community Justice requires equal retribution but not escalation  

§ Evolved – violent retribution was converted to $$ fines 
o “No mercy” Community Justice in ancient world required “No pity” - Dt. 19:21 

• Vs. 39a – Jesus is creating a “Messianic & Kingdom Ethic” for alternative society of God 



o Jesus is fulfilling & ending Mosaic Law of retribution! 
o “Do not use violence to resist evil” N.T. Wright 

• Vs. 39b-42 – Examples & illustrations from being under Roman rule –  
o Jesus is not advocating “passivity” but “proactive grace & mercy” which requires 

MORE courage, MORE love, MORE spiritual strength than retaliation! 
o “Turn the other cheek” 
o “If they sue for your shirt, give him your coat” 
o “If Roman soldier requires you to carry his load for 1 mile, go 2 miles” 
o “If they beg then give, and don’t refuse those who ask to borrow” 

 
Jesus Summary of Torah/Law – “Love God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength” (bodily 
resources) and “Love your neighbor as yourself” 

• Order Your Loves:  1. God   2. Self / Neighbor / Enemy (all different expressions of “agape”) 
• God is Love – God’s Love has boundaries – Our love must have boundaries “always protects” 
 

New Kingdom Enemy Love - Jesus is the best pastoral counselor/psychologist to ever live 
• Vs. 43 – “You’ve heard it said, ‘Love neighbor’ (Lev.) and ‘hate your enemy’ (not Law) 
• Vs. 44a – “But I say, ‘Love enemy and pray for persecutors’”  
• Vs. 46 – “if you love those who love you, what reward is there? Even tax collectors to that!” 
•  “Enemy” – anyone opposing you with verbal abuse, name calling, violent outburst, cold 

silence, gossip, slander, stealing from you, attacks on character, reputation, body, etc. 
1. God’s Love is Sacrificial Goodness - “Agape” - I Cor. 13 “Agape” characteristics 
2. God’s Agape Love Is Thinking, Feeling AND Choosing to act (sentimental, romantic, 

friendship or family love) for Enemy withholds retaliation when the opportunity arises – 
refraining from gossip, (think child custody battle in hateful divorce) 

3. God’s Agape Love is Good For Others – prayerfully seeking God’s “best” for others 
a. This always includes “boundaries” coming from Spirit leading not formulas. 

4. God’s Agape Love is Good for You - It keeps us from being consumed by our own hatred, 
bitterness, fantasies of revenge and retaliation, and becoming an enemy of the image of 
God with us; an enemy toward our self and God. 

• MLK – Created a nonviolent direct action to produce a crisis of tension to create change. They 
asked their protesters to go through self-purification, creating workshops on nonviolence, 
repeatedly asking ourselves: “Are you able to accept the blows without retaliating?” 

• Delivered at Dexter Avenue Baptist Church, Montgomery, Alabama, Nov. 17, 1957. 
MLKEC. But there is another way. And that is to organize mass non-violent resistance based 
on the principle of love. It seems to me that this is the only way as our eyes look to the 
future. We must discover the power of love, the power, the redemptive power of love. And 
when we discover that we will be able to make of this old world a new world. We will be 
able to make men better. Love is the only way. Jesus discovered that. 
So this morning, as I look into your eyes, and into the eyes of all of my brothers in Alabama 
and all over America and over the world, I say to you, "I love you. I would rather die than 
hate you." And I’m foolish enough to believe that through the power of this love 
somewhere, men of the most recalcitrant bent will be transformed. And then we will be in 
God’s kingdom. We will be able to matriculate into the university of eternal life because we 
had the power to love our enemies, to bless those persons that cursed us, to even decide 



to be good to those persons who hated us, and we even prayed for those persons who 
despitefully used us. 

 
How to Love Enemies? Luke 6:27-28 

1.   “REPENT” (Mt. 4:17) - “BUT I say to you love your enemies…” – kingdom living includes 
daily repenting – change thinking, feeling, choosing 

2.  “DO GOOD to those who hate you” – “Do to others what you want them to do to you 
“Golden Rule” (6:31) 

3.    “BLESS those who curse you” – intentionally speak God’s view of them out loud 
a. SPEAK their names out loud with blessing 

4.     PRAY for those who abuse & persecute you” - Prayer changes PEOPLE beginning with you! 
In prayer we receive new “lens” for God’s vision of our enemies.  

a. Pray “enemies” become “neighbors” 
 
End Goal: Mt. 5:48 - BECOME Mature in God’s Love and Mercy – “Be perfect as your heavenly 
Father is perfect” – “teleios” mature, complete, lacking nothing.  NOT “perfection” as we use it. 

• Luke 6:36 “Be MERCIFUL as your Father is merciful” 
• Paraphrase: Be always growing & maturing in your agape love by the Holy Spirit 

 
Col. 1: 21 Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of[g] your evil 
behavior. 22 But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to present you 
holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation—(NIV) 
 
Gospel: Jesus turned the other cheek as he was beaten, gave up his shirt and cloak in order to 
receive 39 lashes with a whip, carried his own cross until he collapsed, and absorbed all the sinful 
violence of the world into himself on the cross where he prayed, “Father, forgive them for they 
know not what they do.” Jesus says to all who would be his disciples, “Take up your cross and 
follow me.” 
 
Story “Mugged By Jesus” – Jarrod McKenna was 18 year old college student, reading MLK for first 
time. Got off train and walking over a bridge when big guy in track suit came up with a knife and 
said, “give me your money”. The words of Jesus through MLK’s letter from Birmingham jail flashed 
in my mind feeling like warm oil over my head. I felt grounded. I gave him the $10 in my wallet. As 
if watching myself in a movie, I suddenly stuck out my hand and said, “I’m Jarrod.” Wide eyed and 
mouth open he grunted, “I’m James”. There was an awkward pause. This was the weirdest passing 
of the peace I’d ever experienced. Suddenly he began to explain why he needed the money and 
how he became addicted as a young teen. Just then his partner came running up and shouted, 
“We gotta go”. I reached into my book bag and grabbed a small New Testament. “My name and 
number is inside the cover. Call me if you need anything.” He screamed through tears, “What do I 
need a Bible for; I’m going to hell.” I replied, “James, that’s why Jesus came.”   
 
God’s LOVE is a “Holy Fire”, all-consuming fire, burning up our hatred,  
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
Closing Songs – “Holy Fire” and “Love Never Fails” 
 


