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Three Year Olds  August 2, 2020 

Summer Lesson 9 
Bible Passage: 2 Kings 22—23:23  
(Josiah) 

God’s Word Has Power 
LESSON OVERVIEW 

 

Option 1: Knock Them 
Down 
SUPPLIES PROVIDED UPON 
REQUEST 
• Tray 
• Blocks (enough to build a tall 

tower) 

Option 2: Building Tools 
SUPPLIES PROVIDED UPON 
REQUEST 
• Tray 
• Foam pieces (several, small) 
• Golf tees (2–3 per child) 
• Toy hammer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Welcome 
SUPPLIES PROVIDED 
• Story Spots  
• Hamilton puppet 
• Toy crown 

The Big God Story 
SUPPLIES PROVIDED 
• The Big God Story images 

#1–3  
• NUVU board 
• Magnets  
• Blocks 
• Hamilton puppet 
• Hamilton’s toy crown  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Option 1: What Do You 
See? 
SUPPLIES PROVIDED UPON 
REQUEST 
• Card stock (3 sheets) 
• Scissors 
• Glue 
• Paper (1 sheet per child) 
• Ink pad  
 
Option 2: Musical Crown 
SUPPLIES PROVIDED UPON 
REQUEST 
• Upbeat music  
• Toy crown 

Option 3: The Bible Tells 
Me 
SUPPLIES 
• None  

 

SUPPLIES PROVIDED 
• TruBlessings coloring sheet  
• At Home Weekly 4.9–4.12  



LEADER PREP 
Each week you’ll find encouraging articles that help you prepare your heart to present the lesson. 

Inspire Shares personal stories from fellow ministry leaders about how God has worked in their lives 

The summer sun made it particularly hot that day. Mom and Dad were away on vacation, and I had two glorious weeks 
to spend with my grandparents. “Why don’t you put on your suit and go over to the Martellos’ house?” I flew out of my 
chair and changed as quickly as I could. The Martellos had been best friends with my grandparents for years. When I 
reached her house, Mrs. Martello greeted me warmly and invited me inside. As I entered, I noticed some things were 
different since my last visit. There was a wooden fish hanging on the wall and a ceramic loaf of bread with the words 
“daily bread” on the kitchen counter. I asked Mrs. Martello what these things meant. She smiled, and for the next couple 
of hours we sat and talked about Jesus. 

You see, I grew up in a Catholic family and had heard about Jesus. I went to Mass with my grandparents from a very 
young age and marveled at the beauty. My soul understood there was something sacred about the candles, music, 
prayers, incense, holy water, crucifix, and stained-glass windows, but my heart didn’t connect with why. But on this 
summer day, I heard from God’s Word that He created me to be in a relationship with Him! This God knew everything 
about me—everything—and loved me with a fierce and eternal love. That afternoon in Mrs. Francis Martello’s living 
room, I prayed and told Jesus that I wanted to know Him. I was eight years old that summer, and I knew—even then—
that everything had changed forever! 

As I look back to that afternoon, I see how people who knew God were instrumental in my life, and how they helped 
me to know Him. They shepherded my heart to connect in relationship with God through the power of His Word. To all 
these faithful followers, I’m grateful. They knew the power of God’s Word. 

Cristi Thomas 
Tru Team 

Equip Offers perspective and context to the lesson’s Bible passage 

King Josiah came to understand the power of God’s Word. Becoming king at the age of eight years old, Josiah chose to 
abandon the idolatry of his father and grandfather. “He did what was right in the eyes of the Lord and followed 
completely the ways of his father David, not turning aside to the right or to the left” (2 Kings 22:2). At the age of 26, King 
Josiah put a team of people together to clean out and restore the temple so it would again be dedicated to the worship 
and service of the one true God. During this reconstruction, the high priest found the book of the law and had it sent to 
King Josiah. When Josiah heard the words written in the book, he tore his robes and began to mourn for himself and the 
people. He saw how the actions of their fathers had grieved and angered the Lord. 

With this newfound knowledge, King Josiah called together the elders of Judah and Jerusalem, the men of Judah, 
the people of Jerusalem, the priests, and the prophets. In the presence of this assembly, Josiah read all the words in 
the book of the law. He then renewed the covenant in the presence of the Lord—vowing to follow the Lord and keep His 
commands, regulations, and decrees with all of his heart and soul. Following the lead of King Josiah, the people then 
did the same. 

King Josiah ordered that idols and anything associated with the worship of the pagan gods be destroyed. Under his 
rule, Israel would follow the law of the Lord. “Neither before nor after Josiah was there a king like him who turned to the 
LORD as he did—with all his heart and with all his soul and with all his strength, in accordance with all the Law of Moses” 
(2 Kings 23:25).  

 



Support Provides reflection and assessment through encouragement, prayer, and time in God’s Word 

Throughout Scripture, we see clearly how faithfulness to God’s Word is a blessing to the generations that follow. Take a 
journey through your family tree. Whether it’s a short or a long journey, look at the people who came before you. Do you 
know their stories? How did they know God in their lives? How did their relationship with God mold who they were and 
who their children became? Then take a look ahead to the empty spaces on your family tree. How do you want your 
faith to impact future generations? Spend some time praying for a strong and relentless faith for those who will come 
after you.  



 

Children develop relationships with their leaders and one another through simple activities and conversation 
starters. 

Option 1: Knock Them Down 
As children prepare to hear how King Josiah knocked down things that made God sad, children build and then knock 
down a tower of blocks. 

SUPPLIES PROVIDED UPON REQUEST 
• Tray 
• Blocks (enough to build a tall tower) 

SET UP 
Place the blocks on the tray. 

RELATE 
Invite two children at a time to join you at the table. Today in The Big God Story we’re going to hear about a king 
named Josiah. He did what was right. Some people built things that made God sad. But King Josiah said, 
“Knock them down!” We’re going to build a tower and then knock it down. Let’s see how tall we can make the 
tower! 

Encourage children to work together to build a tall tower with the blocks. When they’re finished building, they can 
knock it down! Then invite the next pair of children to take a turn. 

Option 2: Building Tools 
Like King Josiah had people use tools to fix the temple, children use a hammer to nail golf tees into pieces of foam. 

SUPPLIES PROVIDED UPON REQUEST 
• Tray 
• Foam pieces (several, small) 
• Golf tees (2–3 per child) 
• Toy hammer 

SET UP 
Place the foam pieces, golf tees, and toy hammer on the tray. 

RELATE 
Invite one child at a time to join you at the table. Today in The Big God Story we’re going to learn about a king 
named Josiah. He told some workers to fix the temple. What are some tools people use to fix things? Allow child 
to answer. We have a hammer and some “nails” (golf tees) here. Let’s hammer the nails into the foam together. 
Allow child to hammer a couple of golf tees into a foam piece before giving the next child a turn. 

Children move into a time where they can participate in discovering God’s Word through storytelling, worship, and 
interactive experiences. 

 

 
Children experience and learn more about God through traditions, song, and storytelling from The Big God 
Story. 

Welcome 
SUPPLIES PROVIDED 
• Story Spots  
• Hamilton puppet 
• Toy crown 



Ponder Point: God’s Word Has Power 
Hi, friends! Welcome! I’m so excited to be here with you. Let’s all celebrate God by singing and dancing 
together. Lead kids in dance and celebration. 

Wow! That was great! Now, everyone, take a seat—it’s time to hear a part of The Big God Story. Friends, do 
you know who loves The Big God Story? Allow children to respond. That’s right. Hamilton the Hedgehog. Shall 
we call him and ask him to join us? Children will answer. On the count of three, let’s call him together. Are you 
ready? One, two, three. Hamilton, where are you? Encourage children to call for Hamilton. Hmmm … I wonder 
what he’s doing. Let’s call him again. Hamilton, are you home? Hamilton the Hedgehog comes out of his house 
holding the crown. 

Hi, Hamilton! I’m so glad you’re here with us. Look, everyone, Hamilton has a crown. Hamilton nods. I wonder 
if someone in The Big God Story wears a crown? 

Are you ready to hear this part of The Big God Story? Hamilton nods excitedly. Me too! But before we get 
started, do you know where we can find The Big God Story? Hamilton nods his head and gestures to the Bible. 
That’s right—the Bible. God gave us the Bible so we can learn about Him. It’s full of things that help us get to 
know God. We read the Bible to learn about God and about His Son, Jesus. And I know you love to dig, dig, dig 
right into God’s Word to find out what He has to say to us. Isn’t that right, Hamilton? Hamilton nods his head. 
Let’s all stand up and sing our Bible Song together. 

Bible Song (sung to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb”) 

Now it’s time to hear God’s Word 
Hear God’s Word 
Hear God’s Word 
Now it’s time to hear God’s Word 
So let’s look in the Bible 

As the song ends, have the children return to their Story Spots. Hamilton can model this for the children by sitting 
quietly as he listens to The Big God Story. 

The Big God Story 
The Big God Story is written for a three-year-old audience. It can be told in its entirety or shortened if the class is on the 
younger side. 

Josiah 
God’s Word Has Power 
2 Kings 22—23:23 

SUPPLIES PROVIDED 
• The Big God Story images #1–3 () 
• Bible 
• NUVU  board 
• Magnets  
• Blocks 
• Hamilton puppet 
• Hamilton’s toy crown  
 
PREPARE AHEAD 
Print The Big God Story images in color. Attach a magnet to the back of each image, using glue if necessary. 

SET UP 
Build some towers with the blocks. Set up the storyboard and place The Big God Story images and other supplies 
nearby.  

RELATE 
Before we get started, let’s pray and ask God to teach us. Lead children in a Prayer of Release to pause, be still, 
and ask the Holy Spirit to quiet their hearts and minds. 

 
 



There once was a king named Josiah. Place The Big God Story image #1 on the storyboard. He was only eight 
years old when he became king. Can you help me count to eight? Encourage children to count with you. One, two, 
three, four, five, six, seven, eight. Good job! Josiah was a very good king. He loved God and obeyed God’s 
words. Hamilton holds up his crown. Yes, Hamilton, I see that your crown was a clue to The Big God Story—it 
reminds us of a king like Josiah! 
One day, when King Josiah was older, he decided to clean and fix up the temple, the place where the people of 

Israel used to worship God. Place image #2 on the storyboard. I have some towers here—can I get some helpers 
to come up and help me fix them? Choose a couple of children to come up and add some blocks to the towers. Now I 
need all of my friends to stand up and pretend to hammer and fix things. Walk around for a moment with the kids, 
pretending to hammer. Hamilton pretends to hammer too. Everything looks great. Let’s all sit back down. 
After the work began, one of King Josiah’s special helpers came to him with something important someone 

had found in the temple. It was a book—a very special book. This book was God’s Word. Friends, what do we 
call the book that’s God’s Word? Allow children to respond. You’re right. It’s called the Bible. Hold up the Bible and 
show the children. God’s people had forgotten about God’s Word for a very long time. That’s so sad! Can you 
show me your sad face? Make a sad face and encourage kids to do the same. It had been so long since the people 
had read from the Bible that they didn’t even know where it was! When the king’s helper found it, he went 
straight to King Josiah and read God’s Word to him. God’s Word was filled with His promises to His people. It 
told the people how to live and how to take care of each other. It also told them how to love God and how to 
worship Him. It’s a very important book.  
 King Josiah looked around the kingdom and saw that the people weren’t obeying God. This made him very 

sad. So he gathered the people together and read to them from God’s Word. Place image #3 on the storyboard. 
He wanted them to know all about God. The people listened closely. Can you put your hand behind your ears to 
show that you’re listening? Show children how to pretend to listen by holding a hand behind one ear. Good job. You 
can put your hand down now. When the king was finished reading, he promised God that he would follow Him 
with all of his heart. He was going to help the people obey God’s words. The people promised to obey God too.  
King Josiah wanted to live his life by obeying God’s Word and loving God. He knew God’s Word is powerful. 

God gave us His Word too. Hold up the Bible. We can read it to learn about God and how to love and obey Him. 
Have the children say good-bye to Hamilton as he goes back into his house. Thank him for coming and being a part of 

The Big God Story.  

Developmentally Speaking 
Three year olds learn best by exploring with their five senses. Whenever possible, incorporate sensory experiences 
as you teach. If children are pantomiming an action, try adding a sound effect. Or if you’re telling a story from the 
Bible, invite kids to imagine what it might have looked or smelled like in that place.  

 

Children reflect on what the Holy Spirit is teaching them and respond to God through creative activities and 
games. 

Option 1: What Do You See? 
Children make ink prints of a heart, an open Bible, and a happy face to help them remember that when King Josiah 
found God’s Word, he was happy to learn more about God’s love for His people. 

SUPPLIES PROVIDED UPON REQUEST 
• Card stock (3 sheets) 
• Scissors 
• Glue 
• Paper (1 sheet per child) 
• Ink pad  
 
PREPARE AHEAD 
Cut the card stock sheets in half. Use the glue to draw a picture on each card. Card #1: A heart; Card #2: An open 
Bible; Card #3: A happy face. Create a second set of cards (or more if you have a large group). When the glue dries, a 
hard design raised above the flat surface of the paper will form, creating a print block.  



SET UP 
Place the print blocks, paper, and ink pad on the table.  

RELATE 
Invite children to the table and show them the prints. In The Big God Story today, King Josiah found God’s Word. 
Point to the Bible print. Did this make Josiah happy or sad? Children will answer. Point to the happy face. Yes. When 
he found God’s Word, he was happy to learn more about God’s love for His people. Point to the heart print. 

We’re going to use these prints to create some ink pictures. Cover the designs on the print blocks with ink from 
the ink pad. Stamping them in the ink may be the best way to do this. Help children place their blank papers over the 
print blocks, then encourage them to use their hands to rub the paper. After a few moments, they can lift their papers to 
see the pictures that appear. Help children make prints of each of the pictures. What do you see on your paper? 
Interact with responses. You can take your pictures home and use them to tell your family about what we learned 
in The Big God Story. 

Option 2: Musical Crown 
To remind children that Josiah was a king, they play a game where they walk in a circle around some chairs and look 
under their chair for a crown when the music stops.  

SUPPLIES PROVIDED UPON REQUEST 
• Upbeat music  
• Toy crown 

SET UP 
Arrange the chairs in your room in a circle, one per child, facing outward. Place the crown under one of the chairs. 

RELATE 
Invite each child to stand next to a chair. Who was the king in The Big God Story today? Children respond. Yes, 
King Josiah. What do kings wear on their heads? Allow responses. Crowns! We’re going to play a game called 
Musical Crown. When the music starts, we’ll walk around the circle. When the music stops, we’ll sit down on a 
chair. Only one person may sit on each chair. Then we’ll look under our chairs. Whoever finds the crown under 
her chair gets to wear it. Let the “winner” of each round wear the crown while you walk around the circle one time. 
Then, she’ll put the crown under a different chair of her choice. Repeat the game as time allows. 

Option 3: The Bible Tells Me 
To help children remember that God made us, God loves us, and God is with us, they perform actions along with each 
phrase.  

RELATE 
Encourage children to sit with you on the floor. Friends, what do we call God’s special book? Allow children to 
respond. Yes, the Bible! The Bible is powerful. It tells us that God made us. It says that God loves us, and He is 
with us. Let’s play a game. When I say, “God made me,” stand up and point to yourself. Show children how to 
stand and tap their chests. When I say, “God loves me,” sit on the floor and give yourself a big hug. Show children 
how to do this. When I say, “God is with me,” stand and twirl in a circle with your arms stretched way out. Show 
children how to do this. Sometimes I’ll say the words slowly, but sometimes I’ll say them quickly! Let’s try it! Play 
as long as children are engaged. Be sure to demonstrate the actions each time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Children receive a blessing from their leaders and sometimes one another. A blessing can be a prayer of 
commission, a portion of Scripture, or words to encourage and guide. 

SUPPLIES PROVIDED 
• TruBlessings coloring sheet  
• At Home Weekly 4.9–4.12  
 
RELATE 
Invite children to gather around you as you hold up the Bible and perhaps touch the Bible as you speak the blessing. 

Friends, God has given us His words in a special, powerful book called the Bible. May God’s Word help you 
know God and follow Him. 
Open a Bible and read Psalm 119:105a: 

Your word is a lamp for my feet. 

Send home the At Home Weekly 4.9–4.12 with any families who may need one. 


