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August 2, 2020 
 

Bible Passage: Acts 9 
(Paul’s Conversion) 
 

God Is Love, Part 1 
 

REMEMBER VERSE 
I want to know Christ—yes, to know 

the power of his resurrection. 
Philippians 3:10a 

 

Schedule  
 

CONNECT 
 

GATHER 
 

RESPOND 
 

BLESS 
 

Please add CHAPEL and SNACK to your schedule. 
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Leader Prep 
Each week you’ll find encouraging articles that help you prepare your heart to present the lesson. 

Inspire 
Shares personal stories from fellow ministry leaders about how God has worked in their lives  

A few years ago, one of my oldest and dearest friends and her husband felt the Lord strongly encouraging them to 
adopt. After months of prayer, planning, and paperwork, they were on a plane overseas to meet their child.  

When they arrived in the Kazakhstan orphanage, they met a handful of kids who needed homes. One child in 
particular caught their attention—a three-year-old girl named Darina. Cerebral palsy had inhibited her growth and 
development. She was still sleeping in a crib and hadn’t taken her first steps or spoken a word. They asked God for 
direction and guidance for how they could best care for her. She desperately needed to experience unconditional love. 
My friends fell in love with this small girl and knew they were supposed to be her parents. For the first time in her life, 
Darina was showered with love from another human being. In no time she began to make significant progress, leaving 
the orphanage staff and doctors in complete shock. The three year old suddenly began to walk, to learn to identify 
colors and shapes, and to make sounds and attempt speech. The love being poured over her had begun to completely 
transform Darina. 

It is now two years later and Darina is in the States with her mother and father. She is a different girl from the one my 
friends met the first day in the orphanage. The transformation took place when my friends followed God’s leading. God 
chose to use the love of a mother and father and their willingness to serve a child. 

Darina is a constant reminder of God’s love and how it changes everything. God loved me so much that He sent His 
Son, Jesus, to die for me, so my life might be forever changed. And like Darina, my life is different because of the work 
God has done in it. No longer am I alone; no longer am I weak. Because of His great love, I have a life full of hope and 
promise. Because of God’s love, I am forever changed. 

Rae Lynn Lott 
ROCKHARBOR Church 
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Equip 
Offers perspective and context to the lesson’s Bible passage 

In Acts 9, after Christ met Paul on the road to Damascus, Paul found himself blinded for three days. He spent these 
days fasting and in prayer, meditating on what he had seen and heard. This sort of consequence would have had major 
significance to a man like Paul. However, in a strange way, this was actually God’s way of blessing Paul. 

As we know, Paul was a Pharisee. Pharisees were the strictest, most-devout religious leaders. They rigidly followed 
several hundred laws. In fact, they even created “hedge” laws that protected them from ever stumbling into sin. Their 
legalism distanced them from the poor, the sick, and the lower classes. Ironically, blindness had huge social 
repercussions in the first century, especially to the Israelites. The Jews believed that most illnesses and deformities 
were the result of a sinful life. A Pharisee could not be blind; it would register him as unclean. Clearly, after this incident, 
Paul couldn’t simply go back to his old life. His physical impediment would not allow him to. But it was his conversion to 
Christ, far more than his blindness, that kept him from returning to his former life. Therefore he was forced to wait, pray, 
and think about what had happened.  

Ironically, rabbis called themselves “a guide to the blind.” There is no doubt that physical blindness would have drawn 
this to Paul’s mind. God knew that Paul’s heart had been hardened to His voice. Creating blindness in Paul created an 
opportunity for Paul to draw near to God once again.  

Paul’s entire identity was transformed. In everything that Paul did, he was an obedient servant of God. He went on to 
spread the good news to thousands of Gentiles. He encouraged them and helped their churches flourish. He was so 
transformed by the power of the Holy Spirit that it affected every facet of his life. God’s love changed (and still changes) 
everything.  

Leader Tip 
Although the same man is referred to in Scripture as both Paul and Saul, to reduce confusion and provide consistency in 
Wonder, unless it is a direct quote, he will be referred to as Paul. 

Support 
Provides reflection and assessment through encouragement, prayer, and time in God’s Word 

As God’s chosen ambassadors, we are called to live differently. Our lives represent God: who He is and what He is like. 
However, we simply cannot love others without being filled up by God first. It's impossible for us to love without limits 
unless we are doing it through the overflow that God gives us. We are destined to fail without His leading.  

Each morning this week, take a moment to pause before God. Thank Him for your transformed life—give Him all the 
praise He deserves. Then, ask Him to be your fuel for the day, to fill you with His love so fully that it will overflow to each 
person around you. Ask how you can serve Him uniquely. Pray for Him to make you aware of situations or individuals 
who need to be infused with His love. Request that He lead you in each moment by His Holy Spirit.  

Throughout the day, continually release your day to Him. Pray for these things again and again, until doing so 
becomes part of your natural rhythm. 
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CONNECT::  

Children develop relationships with their leaders and one another through simple 
activities and conversation starters. 

Seasons of Change 
In today’s part of The Big God Story, God’s love changes Paul for good. Lead children in this activity about the seasons 
to help them start thinking about the process of change. 
 
SUPPLIES PROVIDED 
• Pictures of various seasons. 
 
PREPARE AHEAD 
Print out 20 to 30 pictures of the various seasons. 

RELATE 
Welcome, everyone. I’m so excited you’re here! What is this? Hold up a picture. Yes! It’s a picture of (fill in the 
blank). What season do you think it is in this picture? Children will respond. Do you know what season it is right 
now? In each season, the weather normally changes. What season do you like best? Wait for responses.  Spread 
the pictures out in front of you. Each of you can choose a picture you like. Once you find one, pick it up and hold 
it. Allow children to each pick a picture. What do you like about your pictures? Interact with responses. Great! 
Seasons are fun because the weather changes and in each season different things happen. Today we’re going 
to hear about a man who was changed by God’s love.  

GATHER::  

Children experience and learn more about God through memorizing Scripture, 
storytelling from The Big God Story, prayer, and discussion. 

Remember Verse  
SUPPLIES PROVIDED 
• Remember Verse cards  
• Gizmo puppet 
• Bible 
• Treasure Trunk 
• Large die cut heart 
 
SET UP 
Cut out a heart shape from the sheet of paper and write the Remember Verse on the heart. Place the Remember Verse 
cards in the Bible, and set the Bible in the Treasure Trunk. 

RELATE 
Invite children to sit in a circle. Do you know that God loves us very much? He does! God’s love is so great, it can 
change our lives. Let’s remember some words from God’s Word, the Bible. Help kids open their Bibles to 
Philippians 3:10a. Our Remember Verse says, “I want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of His 
resurrection.” 
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Gizmo, when we say Christ, whom are we talking about? Gizmo thinks for a moment and then whispers in your 
ear. Yes! Christ is another name for Jesus. Friends, why do you think it’s important to know Jesus? Pause for 
responses. Those are good thoughts. The more we know Jesus, the more we want to follow Him and be like 
Him. As our verse says, after He died on the cross, He rose again—that’s what resurrection means. Isn’t it 
wonderful to know that He is alive, and that we can talk to Him whenever we want? We can ask Him to help us 
live like Him. Let’s stand together and practice our verse with the motions. 

REMEMBER VERSE  
I want to know Christ—yes, to know 

the power of his resurrection. 
Philippians 3:10a 

 
REMEMBER VERSE DEFINITIONS 
Power: strength or ability 

His resurrection: when Jesus rose from the dead 

REMEMBER VERSE MOTIONS 
I want: Both hands open, palms and fingers up, begin away from body and pull in. 
to know: Index finger points to temples. 
Christ: Index finger points up.  
yes: Make fist with right hand and rock forward and back like knocking on door. 

to know: Index finger points to temples. 
the power: Make strong arms. 
of his resurrection: Hold left palm facing up; with right hand’s index and middle finger, touch middle of left palm.  
 
THE REMEMBER VERSE GAME 
Invite children to come sit in a circle. Pass the heart to the first child and encourage her to say the first word. Have the 
first child pass the heart to the second child and encourage him to say the second word. Continue around the circle as 
time permits, repeating the verse several times. Once children finish saying the verse, have them stand up, turn around, 
and sit back down. Each time they finish saying the verse, let a child choose what to do, such as jump up and down five 
times or hop on one foot, before sitting back down.  
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The Big God Story 
Acts 9 
God Is Love 
Storytelling Technique: Role Playing 

SUPPLIES PROVIDED 
• Robes and belts (2, child-sized) 
• Flashlight 

PREPARE AHEAD 
Select two children to play the parts of Paul and Ananias. Help them put on their robes and belts and instruct them to 
wait until you call for them. Ask them to react to your cues as directed during the storytelling. 

RELATE 
I’m so glad you’re here. I love being with you and talking together about The Big God Story. Each part of The 
Big God Story helps us know more about God and just how much He loves us. Let’s pray and invite God’s 
Spirit to teach us. Lead children in a Prayer of Release to pause, be still, and ask the Holy Spirit to quiet their hearts 
and minds. 

Open Bible. Once Jesus went back to heaven, Jesus’ friends, the disciples, began telling everyone about Him. 
They spent their time teaching and serving others. When they saw a need, they took care of it. When people 
were hungry, they found food for them. When others needed money, the disciples shared their own money. 
God is love, and they wanted to share that with everyone! Soon, there were more and more people who loved 
Jesus.   

Here’s the sad part. There were some people who didn’t love Jesus. They didn’t want other people sharing 
that God is love. One of these men was named Paul. Call up child playing Paul. Paul went around from town to 
town and tried to get people who loved and served Jesus in big trouble. Paul moves back and forth, shaking finger 
“no.” He tried to put them in jail. Paul knew about God and God’s laws, but He didn’t know God’s love. Paul 
shakes head “no.” Still, God loved Paul. God was going to show Paul His love. 

One day, Paul and some of his friends were on their way to a town called Damascus. Paul walks across front 
area. Paul was going to Damascus to cause trouble for the people who loved Jesus. As Paul was walking down 
the road, a bright light suddenly appeared all around him! Turn flashlight on above Paul. Paul fell to the ground! 
Paul falls to ground. He heard a voice speak to him: “Why are you fighting against me?” “Who are You, Lord?” 
Paul asked. “I am Jesus,” He replied. “I am the one you are opposing and trying to stop. Now, get up and go 
into the city. There you will be told what you must do” (paraphrase of Acts 9:3–6). 

All of Paul’s friends heard the sound but didn’t see the light. Paul got up from the ground and realized he was 
blind. His friends had to lead him the rest of the way to Damascus. Help Paul get up and lead him to side of 
storytelling area; Paul sits down on floor. Once Paul made it to Damascus, he spent three days just praying—he 
didn’t even eat or drink anything. As Paul was praying, the Lord spoke to another man in the same city. This 
man’s name was Ananias. Call up child playing Ananias. The Lord told Ananias to go to Paul, lay his hands on 
him, and pray for him. Everyone knew that Paul had been very mean to people who believed in Jesus. But 
Ananias went to Paul and served him as God asked him to do. Ananias walks toward Paul. 
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Ananias went to Paul and laid his hands on him. Ananias puts hand on Paul’s back. He prayed for Paul just as 
the Lord told him. As he did this, something like fish scales fell from Paul’s eyes and Paul could see again. 
Paul was so happy. Paul stands and high fives Ananias. He was happy because not only could he see, but more 
importantly, he’d been changed by God’s love. Thank volunteers and have them take a seat. God changed 
everything about Paul. Paul spent the rest of his life serving others by sharing God’s love with them. Paul 
wanted everyone to know about Jesus and that God is love! 

Wonder Questions  
Lead a discussion on today’s part of The Big God Story as children take turns pulling Wonder Questions from a bag. 
 
SUPPLIES PROVIDED 
• Wonder Question strips  
• Small bag with drawstring 

RELATE 
In this part of The Big God Story, we heard about a man named Paul who wanted to stop the disciples from 
talking about Jesus. But God is love, and His love changed Paul's life.  

I wonder … How did Paul feel when Jesus was speaking to him on the road? 
I wonder … What does God want to say to me today? 
I wonder … How does God want to change me with His love? 

Prayers & Praises 
SUPPLIES PROVIDED 
• Prayers & Praises book 
• Pen or marker 
• Treasure Trunk  
 
SET UP 
Place the Prayers & Praises book in the Treasure Trunk. 

RELATE 
After discussing the Wonder Questions, you’ll have the opportunity to pray with and for each of the children in your 
group. God is love, and His love changed Paul’s life. After Jesus appeared to him, he went out and served God 
by telling others about God’s love. Let’s take some time to talk to God. Let’s praise Him for His love, and let’s 
ask Him to help us show His love to others. “God, I thank You for Your love. Please help me show Your love to 
others so they can be changed too.” Allow children time to participate. Encourage them to speak their own words or 
repeat the words you offered. Close as the Holy Spirit directs you. 

I love praising the Lord with you. Now let’s share how we can pray for each other. Open the Treasure Trunk 
and take out the Prayers & Praises book. Ask children to share updates on the things they previously asked the class to 
pray with them about. Celebrate the praises, recommit to praying for things not yet answered, and ask for any new 
requests. Pray for the praises and requests mentioned. 

Now we’re going to pray together. Pair up children. This time as we pray, we can sit facing each other. When 
you take turns praying for one another, I’d like to invite you to put your hand on your friend’s shoulder or foot. 
Ask one set of partners to demonstrate this for the other groups.  
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Then lead children through a time of prayer for one another’s prayer requests, reminding them of the mentioned 
requests and praises. If a child didn’t have a specific request, encourage the other children to pray a simple blessing 
over him, such as, “God, thank You for __________. Please bless him today.” Let children know you’ll continue to 
pray for them in the coming week. 

RESPOND::  

Children reflect on what the Holy Spirit is teaching them and respond through 
creative activities and games. 

OPTION 1: Heart Shaping 
Today children will create heart pencils. Later in the week they can give their pencils to someone else as a tangible way 
to share God’s love. 
 
SUPPLIES PROVIDED UPON REQUEST 
• God Loves You template  
• Heart Shaping diagram  
• Chenille wires (1 per child, red) 
• Pencils (1 per child, unsharpened) 
• Hole punch 
• Card stock (1 sheet for every 10 children, pink) 
 
PREPARE AHEAD 
Print the God Loves You template onto the pink card stock and cut out the hearts. Punch holes as indicated. 
 
RELATE 
Today we heard that God is love. His love changed Paul’s life; it changed Paul’s heart. What are some of the 
ways God shows you His love? Allow answers. When you think about how much God was able to change Paul’s 
life with His love, how does that make you feel? Does it make you think of anyone in your own life whom you 
would like to know God’s love? Pause to give children time to think. 

Right now we get to create heart pencils! When you’re finished, you can give yours away to a friend who 
needs to know God’s love. Begin by demonstrating for children how to measure down about eight inches on the 
chenille wire. Bend the top section in half, creating a loop, and wrap the end around the chenille wire at the eight-inch 
spot. There should be a long “tail” of the pipe cleaner left. Push down the middle of the loop to make a heart shape. Line 
up the bottom of the heart with the pencil just below the eraser. Hand out the God Loves You tags and have children 
slide the tag up the “tail” of the pipe cleaner. Tightly twist the bottom portion of the pipe cleaner around the pencil to 
secure it. See the Heart Shaping diagram for an illustration of a finished heart pencil. 

This week, you can give your pencil away to someone who needs to know God’s love. What words can you 
say to that person to tell him about God’s love? Interact with responses. Those are great thoughts. I’m going to 
pray that the people we give our heart pencils to this week will understand God’s love more. Pray with children. 
“God, I pray for my friends in this class, that Your Holy Spirit would help them share Your love with someone 
who needs to know You more. Amen.”  
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Developmentally Speaking 
Kindergartners are becoming more and more dexterous but may still have some trouble with certain small-motor skills. 
Encourage them to practice and try their best, but be available in case they need help accomplishing some tasks. 

OPTION 2: Color Changing 
God is love, and His loved changed Paul for good. In this activity, children will experiment with food coloring, dish soap, 
and milk to create a fun change. 
 
SUPPLIES PROVIDED UPON REQUEST 
• Disposable dishes (1 per child; small, shallow) 
• Milk (3–4 Tbsp. per child)  
• Anti-grease dish soap (1 Tbsp. for every 6–8 children)  
• Toothpicks or cotton swabs (1 per child) 
• Paper cups (1 for every 6–8 children, small) 
• Food coloring (various colors)  
• Bucket or container 

SET UP 
Put one tablespoon of dish soap into each paper cup. 

RELATE 
Gather children at the table. Today we heard how Paul was changed by God’s love. We’re going to do a fun 
experiment that shows change. I’ll give you instructions as we go. What is this? Hold up the milk. Yes! It’s milk. 
Begin passing out the dishes and pour enough milk into each one to cover the bottom. Each of you can choose a 
food color and very carefully squeeze two drops of it into your milk. Pass out the food coloring to children and 
supervise them as they drip the color into their milk. They don’t need to stir it. Ask: What color did you choose? Is 
that your favorite one? What other colors do you like? What do you think we’re going to do next?  

Our last step is to add some soap. I’ll give each of you a toothpick. You’ll dip it into the soap and then into 
your milk. What do you think will happen when the soap is added? Children respond. Do you think the milk will 
change? Children answer. Let’s try it. Choose a child to go first with his toothpick. Let’s all watch. Ask the following: 
What’s happening? Why does the color spread? The soap causes the color to spread because it changes the 
milk. God changed Paul’s life by loving him. God is love, and He can change each of us too. Once the activity is 
finished, dump the liquid into the bucket or container for easier disposal. 

 
BLESS::  

Children receive a blessing from their leaders and sometimes one another. A 
blessing may be a prayer of commission, a portion of Scripture, or words to 
encourage and guide. 
SUPPLIES PROVIDED 
• Remember Verse cards  
• HomeFront Weekly: Lesson 10 
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RELATE 
Before saying good-bye to your children, you have the privilege of blessing them. Gather children together in a circle, 
and explain that you’re going to pray for them. Share that this is a time to be still and that closing their eyes might help 
keep them from getting distracted. Read the following words from Romans 5:8: 

But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

Invite children to bless each other. Encourage them to break into small groups (preferably with one adult in each 
group) and pray over one another. Here are some blessing words they can speak to one another:  

(Child’s name), may you remember that God is love.  

End this time together with a blessing over your whole group: 

God is love, and He loves you very much. May you remember to love others as God has loved you.  

Send home Remember Verse cards and the HomeFront Weekly with your kids.  


