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May 17, 2020 
 

Bible Passage: Matthew 14:13–21; Mark 6:30–44; 
Luke 9:10–17; John 6:1–15 
(Feeding the Five Thousand) 
 

God Is Provider 
 

REMEMBER VERSE 
Great is our Lord and mighty in power; 

his understanding has no limit. 
Psalm 147:5 

 

Schedule  
 

CONNECT 
 

GATHER 
 

RESPOND 
 

BLESS 
 

Please add CHAPEL and SNACK to your schedule. 
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Leader Prep 
Each week you’ll find encouraging articles that help you prepare your heart to present the lesson. 

Inspire 
Shares personal stories from fellow ministry leaders about how God has worked in their lives 

When I think about God providing for me, I instantly think of tangible things, such as money for rent or new brakes for my 
car. But in Matthew 6:31–32, Jesus said, “Do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What 
shall we wear?’ For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them.” 

God often does provide for our physical needs, but God has provided something so much better for us: a Savior, whose 
sacrifice paid for our sin. God has provided the way into direct relationship with Him. God provides because He knows all 
my needs—both tangible and intangible. 

God has provided for my soul by giving me peace when I spend time with Him. God has provided for my heart by giving 
me love through the people in my life. He has provided hope for my future because I know He’s always with me. And He’s 
provided eternity, which I get to spend with Him! 

Because of these reasons and many more, I’m convinced that “my God will meet all your needs according to the riches 
of his glory in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:19). God is Provider. 

Tori Funkhouser 
ROCKHARBOR Church 
 

Equip 
Offers perspective and context to the lesson’s Bible passage 

“When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a 
shepherd. So he began teaching them many things” (Mark 6:34).  

“When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them and healed their sick” (Matthew 14:14).  

In each of these accounts, the compassion Jesus feels is followed by an action. In the original language, the Greek 
word used for compassion is splagchnizomai. It comes from the Greek word for the vital inner organs of a person—the 
stomach, heart, lungs, spleen, liver, and kidneys. Jesus felt the depth of this emotion. He was moved so deeply that His 
natural response was action.  

Scripture tells us Jesus continued to teach the people and heal their sick until late in the day. When it began to get late, 
the disciples came to Jesus asking Him what they should do. Should they send the people away to try to acquire food in 
the surrounding villages? He answered by telling the disciples to give the people something to eat. Then He took the five 
loaves of bread and the two fish the disciples brought to Him, and He blessed the food. Breaking the bread, Jesus told 
the disciples to pass the baskets to the people as He continued to fill them with food. Everyone was able to eat until they 
were satisfied. The disciples then collected the baskets as Jesus instructed and found there were 12 baskets full of food 
left over. Five thousand men, plus women and children, were fed that evening.  
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The Lord Jesus had seen the needs of the people and felt compassion toward them. He put the plans He may have 
had for the evening aside to generously care for the needs of others. Our God is the same yesterday, today, and forever—
He has compassion for us and provides for us abundantly. 

Support 
Provides reflection and assessment through encouragement, prayer, and time in God’s Word 

As you prepare for the lesson, read through Matthew 14:13–21; Mark 6:30–44; Luke 9:10–17; and John 6:1–15. Spend 
time praying, asking the Holy Spirit to speak to you through the narrative your children will hear. Think of times God 
provided for you in your own life. Have you ever faced a lack of money for the month and watched God provide the funds 
just in time? Have you ever experienced extreme discouragement and felt God heal your heart? If appropriate, tell these 
stories to the children, and pray that the Holy Spirit would use what you share to transform them. 

Pray that God will use you to bring the kids into times of experiencing Him, both at church and at home with their 
families. Pray that your kids and parents will be transformed by their encounters with God, that they will know Him better, 
and that they will respond to Him with faith and obedience. 
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CONNECT::  

Children develop relationships with their leaders and one another through simple 
activities and conversation starters. 

Beach Ball Buddies 
Today’s part of The Big God Story takes place near a lake. In the spirit of a waterside event, children will connect today 
by throwing and rolling a beach ball and answering questions about themselves. 
 
SUPPLIES PROVIDED 
• Beach ball 
• Paper (1 sheet) 
• Scissors 
• Pen  
• Bowl 

PREPARE AHEAD 
Inflate the beach ball. Cut the sheet of paper into eight one-inch strips, and write one of the following questions on each 
strip: What did you eat for breakfast? Who is your favorite person in The Big God Story? How many brothers and sisters 
do you have? What kind of pets do you have? What is your favorite cereal? What do you want to be when you grow up? 
Have you ever been to the beach? Have you ever played in the snow? 

SET UP 
Put the strips of paper in the bowl and place the bowl in the middle of the floor. 

RELATE 
As you welcome children, invite them to sit in a circle around the bowl containing the paper strips. Who likes to play 
with beach balls? I like them because they’re colorful, bouncy, and fun to toss around. We’re going to play a 
fun game with a beach ball today. 

Explain that the group is going to throw and roll the ball back and forth from friend to friend. You can mix it up and 
decide when you want the children to sit and roll the ball and when you want them to stand and throw the ball. Before 
kids roll or throw the ball to someone, they have to call out that child’s name. If the first child doesn’t know the second 
child’s name, he can describe what the second child is wearing and then learn her name. While the ball is moving 
around, you can shout, “Stop!” at any time. Whoever is holding the ball at that point will go to the bowl in the middle and 
pull out a question. Read the question to the child, have him answer it, and then put the question back in the bowl. 
Continue playing until everyone has answered at least one question. 

Developmentally Speaking 
Four year olds and five year olds like to play loosely organized group games like Tag; Red Light, Green Light; and Duck, 
Duck, Goose. They’re starting to understand taking turns and following directions. 
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GATHER::  

Children experience and learn more about God through memorizing Scripture, 
storytelling from The Big God Story, prayer, and discussion. 

Remember Verse  
SUPPLIES PROVIDED 
• Remember Verse cards  
• Die Cut Fish (7) 
• Gizmo puppet 
• Bible 
• Treasure Trunk 
• Card stock (7 sheets) 
• Scissors 
• Marker 
 
PREPARE AHEAD 
After placing the Remember Verse cards in the Bible, set the Bible in the Treasure Trunk. Print seven copies of the Fish 
template onto card stock and cut out the fish. Write the different parts of the Remember Verse on each fish: “Great is” / 
“our Lord” / “and mighty” / “in power” / “his understanding” / “has no limit” / “Psalm 147:5.” 

RELATE 
Hi, friends! It’s time to practice our Remember Verse. Before we start, I have a friend who wants to help us. 
Does anyone remember his name? Yes, Gizmo! On the count of three, let’s call for him. One, two, three. Gizmo! 
Have Gizmo pop out from behind the Bible or your back. Hey, Gizmo, can you help me look for the book of Psalms 
in Bible? That’s where we’re going to find our Remember Verse. Find the Remember Verse and read it to children. 

Great is our Lord and mighty in power; 
his understanding has no limit. 

Psalm 147:5 
 

REMEMBER VERSE DEFINITIONS 
Understanding: Things you know  

Limit: End  

REMEMBER VERSE MOTIONS 
Great is our Lord: Make “L” with right index finger and thumb. Move the “L” from right shoulder to left hip. 

and mighty in power: Bring arms up to strong man pose. 

his understanding: Place open palm at forehead and move outward.  

has no limit: Shake head. 
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THE REMEMBER VERSE GAME 
Invite children to join you on the floor. Choose seven kids to be your helpers, and give each one a fish to hold. Then line 
them up in the order of the verse and have them sit down. Read each fish so children know the word groupings on the 
fish. Explain to the rest of the group that the children with the fish are going to help them by standing and holding up a 
fish, one at a time. Children will say that portion of the verse with the motions as the child stands up. You can have 
children with the fish stand up quickly or slowly—you’ll decide on the speed of the children by whom you point at to 
stand up and how fast you’re pointing at them. You can have them do this game until they know the verse well. Note: 
Be sure to say the words and do the motions with kids to assist any non-readers. 

The Big God Story 

Matthew 14:13–21; Mark 6:30–44; Luke 9:10–17; John 6:1–15 
God Is Provider 
Storytelling Technique: Illustrations 

SUPPLIES PROVIDED 
• The Big God Story images on white card stock (4) 
 
PREPARE AHEAD 
Print The Big God Story images onto white card stock. 

RELATE 
After you finish the Remember Verse game, invite children to “swim” around the room once, and then have a seat in their 
Story Spots in the GATHER circle time area. Hello, friends! I love when we get to come together and explore The 
Big God Story! Let’s pray to God and ask Him to help us hear what He has to teach us today. Lead children in a 
Prayer of Release to pause, be still, and ask the Holy Spirit to quiet their hearts and minds. 

Jesus and His 12 disciples were working very hard, because Jesus had been teaching people and healing 
those who were sick. Jesus and His disciples were very tired from all of their hard work, so they went out on a 
boat. Show image of Jesus in a boat.  

When the boat reached the other side of the sea, Jesus saw a large group of people. There were thousands of 
people waiting. Jesus welcomed everyone and spent the whole day with them. Show image of Jesus teaching a 
crowd of people. God is Provider, which means He can give people what they need. The people needed to hear 
about God, so Jesus taught the people many things about Him. He healed the sick people too. How was Jesus 
treating the people? Pause for answers. Yes, He was showing the people how much God loves everyone He 
created.  

The sun began to set, and evening was coming. It had been a long day and the people were getting hungry. 
The disciples didn’t know what to do. They went to Jesus for help and showed Him that they only had two fish 
and five loaves of bread in a basket. Show image of disciples holding two fish and five loaves. Let’s count the fish 
and loaves together. Using pointer finger, count fish and loaves in picture. Do you think this was enough food to feed 
five thousand people? Children respond. No, it wasn’t enough food to fill all of their stomachs. But Jesus wasn’t 
worried. He held up the basket, looked to heaven, and blessed the food. Then He told the disciples to pass the 
baskets to the people.  
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All the people ate until they were full. When the disciples collected the leftover food, they filled up 12 baskets. 
Wait a second! I thought there were only two fish and five loaves! Show image of baskets with leftover food. How 
was there so much food left? Wait for responses. Yes, God did a miracle! Jesus blessed the food, and God gave 
the people more than enough. God is Provider. 

God knew the people needed food. So He provided more than enough for them. The people saw many miracles 
that day and heard all about God’s love for them. What does this part of The Big God Story tell us about God? 
Interact with responses. God is Provider! God gave the people what they needed that day. God gives us everything 
we need too. We are blessed to have families, homes, food, a church, and more. 

Wonder Questions  
Lead a discussion on today’s part of The Big God Story as children take turns pulling Wonder Questions from a bag. 
 
SUPPLIES PROVIDED 
• Wonder Question strips  
• Small bag with drawstring 

RELATE 
In today’s part of The Big God Story, Jesus cared so much for the people that He spent all day teaching them, 
healing them, and caring for them. When it came time to eat, He used only two fish and five loaves of bread to 
provide for all of the thousands of people. God is Provider.  

I wonder … How would the disciples have gotten food for the people if they didn’t ask 
Jesus for help? 

I wonder … Did the people there know that God had performed a miracle? 
I wonder … What has God provided for me? 

Prayers & Praises  
SUPPLIES PROVIDED 
• Prayers & Praises book 
• Pen or marker 
• Treasure Trunk  
 
SET UP 
Place the Prayers & Praises book in the Treasure Trunk. 

RELATE 
After discussing the Wonder Questions, you’ll have the opportunity to pray with and for each of the children in your 
group. Gather children in a circle. Friends, God did a miracle in The Big God Story today. He provided food when 
there wasn’t enough. How do you think the people praised God for what He gave them? Encourage answers. We 
can praise God for all He gives us too. What are some things God gives you? Children respond. I’m so thankful 
for all God gives us. Let’s go around the circle and praise God for one thing He has given each of us. Give an 
example with a simple statement such as, “Thank You, God, for giving me food to eat.” Encourage children to use their 
own words. Close as the Holy Spirit directs you. 
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It’s so exciting to hear all the things God provides for us. We’re so blessed! We’re going to stop for a minute 
now and think about things we might need to pray about today. Give children a moment to be quiet and think. 
Let’s share how we can pray for each other. Open the Treasure Trunk and take out the Prayers & Praises book. Ask 
children to share updates on the things they previously asked the group to pray with them about. Celebrate the praises, 
recommit to praying for things not yet answered, and ask for any new requests. Pray for the praises and requests 
mentioned and let children know you’ll continue to pray for them in the coming week.  

RESPOND::  

Children reflect on what the Holy Spirit is teaching them and respond through 
creative activities and games. 

Option 1: Are You Hungry? 
God is Provider, and He has given us so much that we’re able to give to others. Today children will have the opportunity 
to serve by putting together and giving away lunch bags filled with snacks.  
 
SUPPLIES PROVIDED UPON REQUEST 
• Lunch bags (1 per child, paper) 
• Crayons 
• Bowls 
• Cheese and cracker packets (1 per child)  
• Fruit cups (1 per child)  
• Disposable spoons (1 per child) 
• Granola bars (1 per child)  
• Water bottles (1 per child) 
• Napkins (1 per child) 

SET UP 
Fill the bowls with crayons and set them on the table. Place a paper lunch bag at each child’s seat. Make an assembly 
line of the food, spoons, napkins, and water bottles on a separate table. 

RELATE 
Invite children to join you at the table. What did Jesus do when the people were hungry? That’s right—He fed 
them. God knew the people were hungry, and He provided for them. Can you think of anyone in our world who 
might be hungry? Let’s take a moment to think about the ways we can respond to God’s great love for us and 
care for people who may be hungry today. Allow kids time to think, then ask them to share some things that came to 
mind. Jesus showed us how to take care of others. One way we can care for others is to provide food for people 
in need. 

Explain that each child is going to fill a bag with food to give to someone who needs it. It might be someone they 
know or a stranger. Make sure they understand that if they give the bag to a stranger, they need to be with their family 
when they give the person the bag. First, encourage children to draw a picture on the bag. After they’ve finished 
coloring, line them up and have them fill their bags with one of each food/drink item. When the bags are filled, invite 
children back to the table to pray over their bags. Pray as the Holy Spirit leads you. You may wish to invite some 
children to pray with you. Optional: Distribute the bags to a local shelter or food bank. 
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Option 2: Pass the Bread 
When God provided food from five loaves and two fish, the disciples passed it out to the crowd. In this game, children 
will see how quickly they can pass a loaf of “bread.” 
 
SUPPLIES PROVIDED UPON REQUEST 
• Ball 
• Upbeat music 

RELATE 
Invite children to join you in an open area and sit down in a circle. When Jesus saw that the people were hungry and 
needed food, He gave food to the disciples to pass out to the crowd. I’ll bet passing out all that food was a big 
job! Hold up ball. We’re going to pretend this ball is a loaf of bread. I will turn on the music, and you’re going to 
pass the “bread” around the circle. The person holding the bread when the music stops will need to stand up 
and say, “God is Provider!” 

Hand the ball to a child and start the music. Stop the music at intervals, inviting the children left holding the ball each 
time to stand and say, “God is Provider!” Encourage children to try to pass the ball as fast as they can, and keep track 
of how many times they get it around the circle before you stop the music. 

BLESS::  

Children receive a blessing from their leaders and sometimes one another. A 
blessing may be a prayer of commission, a portion of Scripture, or words to 
encourage and guide. 

SUPPLIES PROVIDED 
• Remember Verse cards  
• HomeFront Weekly: Lesson 12  
 
RELATE 
Involve children in putting away all of the supplies from RESPOND, and then gather them together for a time of 
blessing. Read Psalm 107:8–9 aloud for your group: 

“Let them give thanks to the LORD for his unfailing love and his wonderful deeds for mankind, for he satisfies 
the thirsty and fills the hungry with good things.” 

Finally, gather children in a circle. Explain that they’ll receive a blessing and can place their hands out and open in 
front of them, as if cupping them together to hold water. Explain that this is simply a posture that demonstrates that 
they’re ready to receive from God. 

May you praise God each day for the things He provides for you, and may you remember to share what you 
have with others. 

Send home Remember Verse cards and the HomeFront Weekly with your kids.  
 


