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Three Year Olds                           May 17, 2020     

Spring Lesson 12 
Bible Passage: Acts 12:1–19  
(Peter Freed from Prison) 

God Listens to Our Prayers 
LESSON OVERVIEW 

 

Option 1: Play Dough  
Faces 
SUPPLIES PROVIDED UPON 
REQUEST 
• Faces template 
• Card stock (white) 
• laminator 
• Play dough (various colors) 

Option 2: Pool Noodle 
Chain 
SUPPLIES PROVIDED UPON 
REQUEST 
• Pool noodle (with a hole down 

the middle of the tube) 
• Serrated knife 
• Permanent marker 
• Tray 
• Rope or string (thick) 

 

 

Welcome 
SUPPLIES PROVIDED 
• Story Spots 
• Hamilton puppet 
• Zip ties (2) 

 
The Big God Story 
SUPPLIES PROVIDED 
• The Big God Story images #1–

8 
• Bible (storybook-sized) 
• NUVU board 
• Magnets  
• Hamilton puppet 
• Hamilton’s zip-tie handcuffs 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Song of Celebration 
Option 1: Happy Dance 
SUPPLIES – IN YOUR ROOM 
• Music 

Option 2: Prayer Chain 
SUPPLIES PROVIDED UPON 
REQUEST 
• Construction paper (several 

sheets) 
• Stickers 
• Tape 

Option 3: Can You Hear 
Me? 
SUPPLIES  
• Nothing needed 

 

SUPPLIES PROVIDED 
• TruBlessings coloring sheet 
• At Home Weekly 3.13 



LEADER PREP 
Each week you’ll find a list of resources along with encouraging articles that help you prepare your heart to 
present the lesson. 

Inspire Shares personal stories from fellow ministry leaders about how God has worked in their lives 

My husband and I had been trying to conceive. After countless tests and doctor’s visits, we were told that there was no 
medical reason for the infertility we were experiencing. We were still considering the options that our doctor had 
presented us when I received the news. I was pregnant. Unfortunately, the pregnancy had complications from the very 
beginning. The trips to the doctor seemed endless, and with each visit, a new set of worries. Four months into the 
pregnancy, I miscarried.   
My heart was broken, and I became very angry with God. I felt as if He had abandoned me. During church services I 

would sit in the last few rows, slipping in late and leaving early to avoid having to talk with anyone. One Sunday, I was 
unsuccessful in my attempts to slip in without being noticed. A friend of our family saw me slide into the back row and 
came to sit next to me. Afterward, she took my husband and me into a room just off the main sanctuary where a few of 
our close church family members were waiting. 
When they asked if they could pray for us, I grudgingly accepted. They circled around my husband and me and laid 

their hands on us while they prayed. God did a work within my heart during those moments of prayer. It seemed my 
faith was strengthened immediately. I knew then that no matter how difficult this circumstance, He hadn’t abandoned 
me. God was always with me. As this small group of friends prayed, their prayers strengthened me because I knew God 
was hearing every word. God always listens to our prayers. 

Alyson Crockett 
ROCKHARBOR Church 

Equip Offers perspective and context to the lesson’s Bible passage  

After the stoning of Stephen in Acts 7, the Bible tells us that a great wave of persecution swept over the church in 
Jerusalem. This persecution caused the followers of Jesus to scatter all over Judea and Samaria (Acts 8:1). As they 
fled, they took with them the good news of Jesus Christ to the Jews and the Gentiles all over the region. The growth of 
the church angered Jewish zealots, and they tried desperately to squash the flourishing movement.  
Around this time, Herod Agrippa took the throne. Many commentators believe that Herod was possibly a Jewish 

convert as he was zealous for the Mosaic Law. In Acts 12:2–3 he killed James (brother of John). He saw how pleased 
the Jewish people were by this action and responded by arresting Peter. According to the law, it would have been illegal 
for Peter to be tried during the Passover celebration. Knowing this, Herod had him placed in chains to await trial and the 
death sentence, which would immediately follow. 
Herod went to great lengths to ensure that escape would be impossible. Peter was bound by two chains, placed 

between two guards, locked behind prison doors, and further guarded with men outside of the prison gates. Herod failed 
to understand that God was with Peter. 
When all hope seemed lost, the church committed to round-the-clock prayer. Prayer was their weapon in the fight 

against Herod’s plans to execute Peter. God heard their prayers.  



Support Provides reflection and assessment through encouragement, prayer, and time in God’s Word 

“So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God for him” (Acts 12:5). 
In a time of great difficulty, the church turned to God. Only God would be able to deliver Peter from the chains of 

Herod’s prison. While the difficulties we face may vary, two things remain the same—God is with us, and He is listening. 
No matter what we face, prayer is always our most powerful weapon. 
This week, set aside an extended block of time for prayer. Begin by praising God for who He is—our Rock, our 

Salvation, the one true God. Thank Him for the blessings He has bestowed upon you. Confess to Him the areas of your 
life where you struggle, and ask Him to show His power in your life. He is with you, and He hears your prayers. 

 
 



 

Children develop relationships with their leaders and one another through simple activities and conversation 
starters. 

Option 1: Play Dough Faces 
Children make eyes, a nose, and a mouth out of play dough and then use them to make different facial expressions as 
they prepare to hear how people had different reactions when the angel freed Peter from prison. 

SUPPLIES PROVIDED UPON REQUEST 
• Faces template  
• Card stock (white) 
• Laminate 
• Play dough (various colors) 

PREPARE AHEAD 
Print the Faces template onto card stock. Laminate the faces.   

SET UP 
Place one face at each child’s place setting. Put play dough in the center of the table. You may want to pre-roll eyes, a 
nose, and a straight line that can be turned into a smile or sad face. 

RELATE 
Invite two children to the table. In The Big God Story, God sent an angel to free Peter from prison. King Herod was 
very mad. Other people were very surprised. And some were happy. Can you show me a surprised face? How 
about a happy face? Invite children to make faces. Good job.  
On the table in front of us we have some faces. But they’re missing something. What are the faces missing? 

Wait for children to respond. That’s right—they don’t have eyes, a nose, or a mouth. Let’s use our play dough to 
add these to the faces. Encourage children to create different expressions out of play dough. Assist them if they need 
help. You may want to roll out some new face pieces during your discussion so they’re ready for the next two children 
who come to the table. 

Option 2: Pool Noodle Chain 
To help them remember how Peter was in chains while in prison, children string pieces of a pool noodle on to a string. 

SUPPLIES PROVIDED UPON REQUEST 
• Pool noodle (with a hole down the middle of the tube) 
• Tray 
• Rope or string (thick) 

PREPARE AHEAD 
Cut the pool noodle into 10 one-inch sections. Write a number 1 through 10 on each section.  

SET UP 
Set the pool noodle pieces and string on the tray. 

RELATE 
Invite one child at a time to the tray. When Peter was in prison the guards placed chains on him. Today we’re 
going to make a chain with the noodles. We’ll start with the number one. Can you find the number one and 
string it onto the rope? Lead the child through numbers 1 through 10. Take off all the rings after that child has finished 
and give another child a chance to go.   
Children move into a time where they can participate in discovering God’s Word through storytelling, worship, and 

interactive experiences. 
 
 
 



DEVELOPMENTALLY SPEAKING 
Three-year-old children are constantly learning! To them, the world is one big classroom. They’re ready to soak it all 
in—colors, shapes, numbers, letters ... you name it. Try weaving these foundational concepts into your 
conversations. Say the names of colors you use and ask older toddlers what colors they’re using. Point out shapes 
around the room, and have the children help you count numbers up to 10 whenever possible. 

 

Children experience and learn more about God through traditions, song, and storytelling from The Big God 
Story. 

Welcome 
SUPPLIES PROVIDED 
• Story Spots 
• Hamilton puppet 
• Hamilton’s house 
• Zip ties (2) 

Ponder Point: God Listens to Our Prayers 
RELATE 
Welcome, friends! I’m so excited to be here with you today. Let’s all celebrate God by singing and dancing 
together. Lead kids in dance and celebration. 
Wow! That was great! Everyone, find your Story Spot and sit down. Pause while children sit. Great job. It’s time 

to hear a part of The Big God Story. Let’s call our friend Hamilton and ask him to join us. On the count of three, 
let’s call him together. Are you ready? One, two, three. Hamilton, where are you? Encourage kids to call for 
Hamilton. Hamilton comes out of his house wearing the zip ties around his wrists like handcuffs. 
Hi, Hamilton! I’m so glad you’re here with us today. I wonder why Hamilton is wearing handcuffs? Do you think 

it might have something to do with The Big God Story? Allow children to respond. Hamilton, are you ready to 
hear this part of The Big God Story? Hamilton nods excitedly. Me too! But before we get started, do you know 
where we can find The Big God Story? Hamilton nods his head and gestures to the Bible. That’s right—the Bible! I 
know that you love to dig, dig, dig right into God’s Word to find out what God has to say to us. Isn’t that right, 
Hamilton? Hamilton nods his head. Let’s all stand up and sing our Bible Song together. 

Bible Song (sung to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb”) 

Now it’s time to hear God’s Word 
Hear God’s Word 
Hear God’s Word 
Now it’s time to hear God’s Word 
So let’s look in the Bible 

As the song ends, have children return to their Story Spots. Hamilton can model this for the children by sitting quietly 
as he listens to The Big God Story.  

The Big God Story 
The Big God Story is written for a three-year-old audience. It can be told in its entirety or shortened if the class is on the 
younger side. 

Peter Freed from Prison 
God Listens to Our Prayers 
Acts 12:1–19 

 
 
 
 



SUPPLIES PROVIDED 
• The Big God Story images #1–8 () 
• Bible (storybook-sized) 
• NUVU  board 
• Magnets  
• Hamilton puppet 
• Hamilton’s zip-tie handcuffs 

PREPARE AHEAD 
Today The Big God Story will be told in rhyme. Print a copy of the storytelling section and place it inside the storybook 
Bible. The Storyteller will use this as she reads/storytells. Print The Big God Story images and cut them out. Attach 
magnets to the back of the images to stick on the NUVU Board. 

RELATE 
Hello, friends! It’s so good to see you today. Before we get started, let’s pray and ask God to teach us. Lead 
children in a Prayer of Release to pause, be still, and ask the Holy Spirit to quiet their hearts and minds. 
Let’s take a look into The Big God Story once again. Open the Bible and begin to read. The good news was 

spreading and spreading fast. Our promised Savior had come at last. He came to wipe away our sin. He died 
and came to life again. Many people from far and near heard the news and did not fear. In Jesus they had put 
their trust: a new, loving King both kind and just.  
What’s this good news we’re talking about? Allow children to respond. Hamilton whispers in your ear. Hamilton 

says you’re right! Jesus is the Good News. King Herod did not like it, not one little bit. Place image #1 (Herod) on 
the storyboard. So he threw a royal, king-sized fit. Hamilton jumps up and down as if throwing a fit. “No, no, no, this 
cannot be. No one can be more powerful than me! We must stop the good news from getting out—arrest that 
Peter, or I will shout.” At Herod’s command they put Peter away; he waited in jail to face Herod one day.  
Hamilton holds his hands up and walks as if going to jail. Place image #2 (Peter in Prison Cell) on the storyboard. This 

must be why Hamilton was wearing those handcuffs, because Peter was thrown in jail!  
Two chains and some handcuffs held Peter in tight; no one was getting much sleep that night. Place image #3 

(Peter and Guards) on the storyboard. For God’s people were praying and soon all would see that God is strong 
and would set Peter free.  
Place image #4 (People Praying) on storyboard. What do you think will happen next? Allow children to respond. 

Let’s see if you’re right. 
The guards stood in the jail and saw nothing at all, till a bright light shone and flooded the hall. Hamilton shields 

his eyes from the bright light. Have children do the same. “Quick, Peter, get up and come with me,” said an angel of 
God, sent to set Peter free. Place image #5 (Angel in the Prison Cell) on storyboard. The chains fell from his wrists 
and clanged to the floor. Hamilton shakes off his handcuffs or you can remove them. “Put on your clothes. Follow 
me out the door.” 
Peter followed the angel out of the prison. Place image #6 (Angel and Peter) on the storyboard. He thought that 

he was seeing a vision. They passed by the guards and then came to a gate. It had opened itself, so they didn’t 
have to wait. The angel walked Peter away from his chains. Then the angel was gone as quick as he came. 
Peter knew he was free, that God’s power was strong. When he trusted in God, he never went wrong. 
Many people had gathered in a home to pray. Hamilton bows his head to pray. Encourage children to do the same. 

So Peter went to them straight away. At a knock on the door, dear Rhoda came out. Knock on a hard surface. 
Encourage kids to knock too. Upon hearing his voice, she began to shout. “Peter is here. He’s here at the door!” 
Place image #7 (Peter at the Door) on the storyboard. “You’re imagining things.” “Please don’t shout anymore.” 
Rhoda kept speaking while Peter kept knocking. No one could hear him over all the loud talking. When they 
opened the door, God opened their eyes. Peter standing before them was such a surprise. Can you show me 
your surprised faces? Encourage the kids to act surprised. Hamilton can act surprised too. Place image #8 (Group of 
People with Peter) on the storyboard. With a wave of his hand, Peter asked them for quiet. He told them God freed 
him—no one could deny it. God can be trusted more than any other. It’s true, you know; go ask your mother. 
Close the Bible. 
Friends, did God hear the prayers of His people? Children will answer. Yes, He did. Did He answer their 

prayers? Allow children to answer. Yes, He did. God is so good. He always hears us when we pray because God 
listens to our prayers.  
 



 

Children reflect on what the Holy Spirit is teaching them and respond through worship, creative activities, and 
games. 

Song of Celebration 
Friends, who hears us when we pray? Allow responses. God does. He always listens when we talk to Him. 
The people who loved and followed Jesus prayed for Peter. Did God hear them? Allow answers. Yes, He did. 
He sent an angel to free Peter from jail. God broke the chains that were holding Peter. Is God big and 
strong? Invite responses. Yes, He is. Let’s stand and celebrate God together.  

Option 1: Happy Dance 
Children do a happy dance along with music to remind them of how Peter’s friends danced when they saw that he was 
freed from prison.  

SUPPLIES – YOU SHOULD HAVE MUSIC IN YOUR ROOM 
• Music 

RELATE 
Invite children to join you. Peter’s friends spent all day and night praying for him. God listened to their prayers. 
Peter’s friends were so happy when they saw him. Sometimes when I’m happy I do a happy dance. Do you 
think that if we turn on some music you can be silly and do a happy dance with me? Turn on the upbeat music 
and dance with the kids. Note: For a variation on this game, you can stop the music at random points and have the kids 
freeze in place. Then start the music again.  

Option 2: Prayer Chain 
Children draw things they want to talk to God about on paper strips and then connect them to make a chain. 

SUPPLIES PROVIDED UPON REQUEST 
• Construction paper (several sheets) 
• Stickers 
• Tape 

PREPARE AHEAD 
Cut the paper into nine- by two-inch strips. Make enough strips for each child to have at least five.  

SET UP 
Place the crayons and stickers in the middle of the table. Give each child a couple of paper strips to start.  

RELATE 
Friends, God listens to our prayers. God listened to the people as they prayed for Peter. When we pray, we’re 
talking with God. What are some things we can talk to God about? Interact with the children as they answer. That’s 
right. We can talk to God about anything! 
We’re going to decorate our paper strips, and you can draw pictures of things you want to talk to God about. 

Then we’ll each make our own chain to take home. Encourage children to draw on and decorate their strips of paper. 
If they need ideas, you can name people in their lives or things the children might be thankful for. As children finish, you 
can make their chains by connecting the strips with tape or a stapler. Be sure to write each child’s name somewhere on 
his chain. 

Option 3: Can You Hear Me? 
Children play a listening game as they remember that God is always with them and always listens to them. 

SUPPLIES 
NOTHING NEEDED 
 



RELATE 
Encourage children to join you on the floor. Friends, we know God is always with us and always listens to us. 
We’re going to play a listening game. I’m going to whisper something in your ear, and you can tell our friends 
what I said. Take turns whispering short, simple statements in each child’s ear. Examples: God is love; God is with us; I 
love you; you’re my friend; I am silly; I like to laugh.  
After whispering a phrase to a child, have the child shout out what she just heard you say. Then whisper a different 

phrase to the next child and have that child shout out the phrase. Continue until every child has had a chance to go. 

 

 

Children receive a blessing from their leaders and sometimes one another. A blessing can be a prayer of 
commission, a portion of Scripture, or words to encourage and guide. 

SUPPLIES PROVIDED 
• TruBlessings coloring sheet () 
• At Home Weekly 3.13 () 
 
RELATE 
Invite children to stand in a circle. Whisper “God listens to our prayers” in a child’s ear, and encourage her to whisper it 
to the next person. Continue until everyone has heard the message. After the last child has received the message, 
speak the following blessing over the group: 

Children, God always hears you when you pray. He is with you and can save you. May you know that God 
can do anything.  

Open a Bible and read Matthew 19:26: 

Jesus looked at them and said, “... with God all things are possible.” 
Send home At Home Weekly 3.13 with all of the children to support families as they preteach for next week’s lesson. 


