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The Winter 2020 Connect Group Semester begins the week of January 5. Connect Groups meet
weekly unless otherwise designated. Please call your group leader to confirm the starting date and
time of your particular group.

Transform the Heart, Home, and World... with Jesus
2020 Vision for Holy Spirit RENEWAL
What if... What if God wanted to pour out his Holy Spirit in our church
in powerful waves of spiritual renewal? What could change in your heart
and mine? What could happen in our families and marriages? How
would this impact the places we work and go to school?
What if... What if God was waiting on us to come together and seek Him
in prayer with desperation and expectation? How would this change
the way we gather in Connect Groups, worship, pray, hear and study the
Scripture, give, and serve?
2020 is not just the beginning of another new year; it is the beginning of new
decade! This year we are creating new opportunities to gather at church,
and in homes, to seek Him in unified prayer for renewal. We are also asking
Him to reveal His plans for First Friends in the 2020 to 2030 decade.
What if... What if all those who call First Friends their home church
in 2030 look back to what happened in 2020 and say, “Thank you for
praying, believing, and experiencing the spiritual renewal that changed
our lives forever!”?

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there
but water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower
and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it
shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and
shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. – Isaiah 55:10-13 (ESV)
God’s Word is on a mission to transform anyone’s heart who dares
open its pages to find Jesus there. Just as snow and rain are intended to
water the earth, so is God’s love letters, the Bible, intended to quench
all who are thirsty. We pray that in the year 2020 you will join us in a
journey of renewal and transformation WITH Jesus in ministry of the
Word and prayer!!
This Connect Group directory is intended to guide you through many
opportunities to find Jesus in His Word, connect more intimately with
the Holy Spirit as Teacher, and connect with the body of believers at
First Friends Church. Prayerfully consider ways to study God’s Word in
community with others either on a Sunday morning or weekday.
There is something for everyone who is thirsty!
Let’s quench our thirst together…

The Holy Spirit has planted a vision in my heart for an unprecedented
spiritual renewal in our church! I am asking you to join me so we can
experience it together!
…IF my people who are called by my name humble themselves,
and pray and seek my face and turn from their
wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and
will forgive their sin and heal their land. – 2
Chronicles 7:14

Theresa Maxin
Director of Connect Groups

With great expectancy,

Stan Hinshaw
Lead Pastor
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Pathway Classes

Become
This class is designed
to help people
understand who they
are in Christ and their
unique role and calling
in Body life of FFC.
Led by Theresa Maxin,
offered February 16 and
April 19.

Pathway classes are highly recommended for new guests or
those who have attended First Friends for a year or less. We
desire to see all guests know who they are as “friends,” find a
place to belong, and help you find your sweet spot in serving.
These 4-week classes are scheduled five times per year and
can be taken in any order, so joining is easy. Following are
brief descriptions of each Pathway class.

All classes begin Sundays at 9:00am in room L-1

Welcome Home
This is a class designed to introduce
new guests to First Friends
Church. Led by Shawn Yost,
offered February 2 and April 5.

Serve
This class is designed to help
people understand their unique
calling to serve the Body of FFC,
their community and world.
Led by Scott Calhoun, February 23
and April 26.

Belong
This class is designed to promote
involvement in Connect Groups by guiding
guests to find relationships and community
within the body of FFC. Led by Theresa
Maxin, offered February 9 and April 12.
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Core Classes

After you have gone through the Pathway classes, you may
be asking, “What’s next?” We suggest taking the SHAPE
class, after which you may want to consider being baptized,
if you have not been baptized, or consider learning about
membership at First Friends.

Core Classes

Next Steps

Baptism Class
This class taught on a Sunday morning is for those
who wish to be baptized at First Friends Church. Come
be encouraged with Jesus’ direction for our lives and
celebrate the power of the cross through water baptisms.
Baptisms will be held Easter Sunday, April 12.

Roger Foote
330-966-2800

Sign up at firstfriends.org/get-involved/connect-groups

Date: Sunday, March 22
Time: 10:30am
For: Anyone interested in being baptized
Requirements: Bible
Location: E-108
Child Care: Yes

S.H.A.P.E.
Discover your unique Spiritual gifts, Heart, Abilities,
Personality, and Experiences! This study, including a
personality assessment, will show you how to unlock your
potential, find your spiritual goal, and explore God’s plan
for your life.

Membership Class
If you are interested in becoming a member of First Friends
Church, this class is a requirement. Join Pastor Stan for a
deeper understanding of the past, present, and future of our
church, and what it means to be part of the body of Christ.

Pastor
Stan Hinshaw
330-966-2800
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Date: Saturday, April 4
Time: 9:00am–12:00pm
For: Anyone interested in becoming a member
Requirements: Bible
Location: E-102
Child Care: Not available

Theresa Maxin
330-966-2800

Dates: Sundays; Session 1: March 8-29 ,
Session 2: May 3-24
Time: 9:00am
For: Anyone
Requirements: Bible and S.H.A.P.E. book by Erik Rees
(available in class for $10)
Location: L-1
Child Care: Yes
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Prayer Meetings

These will be brief and informal meetings, but of great
importance. They are open to anyone who would like to
participate in intercessory prayer for our church on Sunday
mornings before services and Sunday School and on
Wednesday evenings before Connect Groups and children’s
and youth programs. We believe in the power of prayer!

Ben Croston
330-714-1122

Dates: Sunday, January 5 and Wednesday, January 15 (ongoing)
Time: Sundays 8:15-8:30am, Wednesdays 5:45-6:00pm
For: Adults of all ages
Requirements: None
Location: Café
Child Care: Not available

James 5:16 “The prayer of a righteous person is powerful
and effective.”

1 Timothy 2:1 “I urge, then, first of all, that
petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving
be made for all people.”
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Prayer Meetings

Prayer Meetings

Philippians 4:6-7 “Do not be anxious about anything,
but in everything, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your request to God.”

John 17:20-23 “I pray also for those who will believe
in me through their message,21 that all of them may
be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you.
May they also be in us so that the world may believe
that you have sent me.22 I have given them the glory
that you gave me, that they may be one as we are
one – 23 I in them and you in me – so that they may be
brought to complete unity. Then the world will know
that you sent me and have loved them even as you
have loved me.”

I John 5:14 “This is the confidence we have in
approaching God: that if we ask anything according
to his will, he hears us.”
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Recovery Groups

Sign up at firstfriends.org/get-involved/connect-groups

Alcoholics Anonymous
Alcoholics Anonymous is a fellowship of men and women
who share their experience, strength and hope with each
other so that they may solve their common problem and
help others to recover from alcoholism. This is a closed
meeting of Alcoholics Anonymous. Attendance is limited
to persons who have a desire to stop drinking. If you think
you have problem with alcohol, you are welcome to attend
this meeting. We ask that when discussing our problems,
we confine ourselves to those problems as they relate to
alcoholism. Free class.
Date: Mondays (ongoing)
Time: 7:00pm
Location: E-101
Child Care: Yes

The Divorce Recovery Workshop

Dave Williams
330-808-3905

This 9-week workshop is for anyone who is separated,
divorced or going through a divorce. Our team will walk
with you on your journey to healing and hope. Experience
and learn that there is life after divorce. All of the leaders
of this program are fellow strugglers who have experienced
the tragedy and the pain that is associated with going
through a divorce. You will find friends, resources and
support at these weekly sessions There is a $40 fee for this
program for the book and workbook.

Recovery Groups

Recovery Groups

Gamblers Anonymous
Gamblers Anonymous is a fellowship of men and women
who share their experiences, strength and hope with each
other so that they may solve their common problem and
help others to recover from a gambling problem. This is
a closed meeting, meaning only those with a gambling
problem or with a desire to stop gambling are eligible to
attend and participate.
Date: Mondays (ongoing)
Time: 7:00pm
Location: E-112
Child Care: Yes

Celebrate Recovery
Recovery. Help. Healing. Celebrate Recovery is a weekly
gathering of people who want to be free from their hurts,
habits and hang-ups. These things can get in the way of us
living our lives to the fullest and can include anxiety, grief,
addictions to sex, drugs, alcohol and food. This experience is
a safe place to remain anonymous while being “changed” in
this 12-step Christ-centered program. No need to register or
RSVP. Newcomers are welcome anytime!
Date: Thursdays (ongoing)
Time: 6:30–8:00pm
Location: E-111
Child Care: Yes

Not being offered this semester
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Connect Groups

Connect Groups

Connect Groups

Men’s Wednesday Morning Study

Connect Groups are designed to bring individuals together
to Connect with Jesus, one another, and with First Friends
Church. One of the primary reasons for Connect Groups is to
provide spiritual formation and life change in the context of
relationship and prayer.

This is a time for men to come together for fellowship and
great food – both physical food and spiritual food from the
Word of God. We study various books of the Bible, and this
Winter semester we’ll be in the book of 1st Samuel
(continuation from Fall semester). Join us any time for great
fellowship and discussion of God’s Word.

Paul Johnson
330-232-2401

Sign up at firstfriends.org/get-involved/connect-groups

Date: Wednesdays, January 8 (ongoing)
Time: 7:00am–8:15am
For: Men of all ages
Requirements: Bible
Location: Walther’s Twin Tavern,
440 Applegrove NW, North Canton
Child Care: Not available

P.R.A.Y. Scripture for Men

Men

Beginning Tuesday, January 7, we will study the Bible using the
PRAY Scripture method developed by Pastor Stan Hinshaw.
Scriptures we study will follow the Sunday sermon series.

Every Man a Warrior
Tom Young
330-705-5853

New Class

Every Man A Warrior is a discipleship Bible Study series
for men comprised of three books. The first book talks
about having a quiet time, meditating on Scripture, prayer
and application of the Word. The second book focuses on
a biblical approach to both marriage and raising children.
Finally, the third book looks at issues that impact a man
like money, sex, work, hard times, and how to live out
God’s purpose for your life. This group will involve weekly
assignments and Scripture memorization.

Shawn Yost
330-966-2800

Date: Tuesdays, January 7–May 5
Time: 7:00am
For: Men of all ages
Requirements: Bible, P.R.A.Y. Scripture by Stan Hinshaw ($10)
Location: First Friends Café
Child Care: Not available

Date: Wednesdays, January 15–May 6
Time: 7:00pm
For: Men 18+
Requirements: Bible
Location: L-43
Child Care: Yes
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Connect Groups

In Courage

Pam Moore
330-806-1976

What will 2020 hold for you and me? We will be guided
through Max Lucado’s How Happiness Happens on DVD and
study guide and learn to to find lasting joy while being in
the world today. Through this study we will be personally
transformed and encouraged in ways that are biblical and
lasting. Come if you desire to grow and change as we study
for 8 weeks together. Women of all ages are invited and
encouraged to invite a friend that needs this class too. Come
In Courage! Be BRAVE and join our class this February.
Date: Tuesdays, February 4–March 24
Time: 6:30–8:00pm
For: Women of all ages and marital status
Requirements: Bible and How Happiness Happens: Finding
Lasting Joy in a World of Comparison, Disappoinment, and Unmet
Expectations study guide by Max Lucado ($8)
Location: E-102
Child Care: Not available

Theresa Maxin
330-966-2800

Laura Carmany
330-575-4184

Date: Tuesdays, January 21–April 28
Time: 9:15–11:00am
For: Moms of pre-k and elementary-aged children
Requirements: Bible
Location: E-102
Child Care: Yes
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New Class
When hard times come and God seems to deviate from the
plan we assume our life should follow, we are more likely
to want to tame God, not trust Him. It is then that we begin
to press into our own ways and our own timing. No human
can carry the weight of being their own god, but so many
of us try. In this 7-session video study of 1 &2 Kings, join
Lysa Terkeurst in Israel as she honestly reveals the places
of distrust in her own heart while exploring the deeply
applicable Scriptures that will teach us how to truly trust
God. In this study we will learn to:
• Identify and challenge doubts in the one true God.
• Explore how the Old Testament applies to our lives today.
• Learn to trust in the goodness and faithfulness of God.
Date: Wednesdays, January 22–March 4
Time: 7:00pm
For: Women of all ages
Requirements: Bible, Trustworthy study guide by
Lysa Terkeurst ($15)
Location: E-104
Child Care: Yes

When to Walk Away

Mom Connection
Mom Connection is geared toward moms of babies through
elementary-aged children who enjoy connecting with and
sharing advice with other moms in the same phase of life.
We will kick off the Winter semester January 21, with House
or Home? Parenting Edition by Chip Ingram. In this video
study we will learn timeless truths about God’s blueprint
for parenting including a wealth of personal experiences
and practical help. Then starting March 24, we will dive into
Breathing Room for Moms by Mandy Arioto. In this 6-week
video study Mandy will help you avoid burnout and find
some breathing room, even in the trenches of motherhood.

Connect Groups

Women

Trustworthy

Theresa Maxin
330-966-2800

New Class

As Christians, we often feel the guilt and responsibility of
meeting the needs of unhealthy people in our lives. Whether
a sibling, parent, spouse, coworker, or friend, toxic people
always seek to frustrate our life’s calling. While you are
seeking first God’s kingdom, they are seeking first to distract
your focus and delay your work. In this 7 week video study
we will learn to:
• Set healthy boundaries to protect your life’s calling
• Find refuge in God when you feel under attack
• Discern when to walk away from a toxic situation
• Keep a tender heart even in unhealthy relationships
• Love and serve difficult people by resisting their control
• Grow your inner strength and invest in reliable people.
Date: Wednesdays, March 11–April 22
Time: 7:00pm
For: Women of all ages
Requirements: Bible, When to Walk Away study guide by Gary
Thomas ($7), and book (recommended but not required) ($15)
Location: E-104
Child Care: Yes
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Connect Groups

Join women of all ages as we grow in relationship with
the Lord, His Word and one another. January 15–March 11
we will study The Sermon On the Mount by Jen Wilkin while
being challenged to think differently about what it means
to be a follower of Jesus and a citizen of the kingdom of
heaven. April 1–May 13 we will learn The Power of God’s
Names as we explore the biblical meanings of the names
and attributes of God as creator, ruler, provider, warrior and
more with video teaching by Dr. Tony Evans. Study guides
available in class.

Laurel Notturno,
330-268-8119
Dates: Wednesdays; Session 1: January 15–March 11,
Darcy Friel, and
Session 2: April 1–May 13
Cheryl Linhart
Time: 9:15am–11:30am

For: Women of all ages and marital status
Requirements: Bible; Sermon On the Mount by Jen Wilkin ($14);
The Power of God’s Names by Dr. Tony Evans ($14)
Location: L-42
Child Care: Yes

Marriage & Family

The Story of Marriage

Shawn Yost
330-966-2800

Shawn Yost
330-966-2800
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Date: Wednesdays, January 22–February 12
Time: 6:00–7:00pm
For: Engaged and seriously dating couples
Requirements: Bible
Location: E-102
Child Care: No

New Class

Join other married couples as we grow our marriages based
on a healthy biblical foundation. We will be going through a
series by John and Lisa Bevere called The Story of Marriage.
This series will focus on how God created marriage to express
a much bigger story. His relentless, loving commitment to
bring out the best in us. John and Lisa Bevere will candidly
share their story and help us understand what a true
partnership and love story is all about.
Date: Wednesdays, March 11–April 22
Time: 7:00pm
For: Married couples of all ages
Requirements: Bible
Location: E-102
Child Care: Yes

Additional Groups
Caring for Creation

Before You Say I Do – Premarital Classes
This is a 4-session class for engaged and seriously dating
couples to prepare for marriage at First Friends Church.
This class is required for anyone who wants to be married
through FFC. Registration on the Marriage and Family web
page is required.

Connect Groups

Women’s Wednesday Morning Bible Study

Dr. Jeff Goff
330-492-3340

New Class

The first job God gave to Adam and Eve was to “rule” over His
Creation (Genesis 1:26 & 28) and to “care” for it (Genesis 2:15).
Although Christians routinely praise God for the wonderful
works of His hands, we all too frequently fail to “steward” and
“care” for His creation, or even to value it as He does. While
many in the secular world preach environmental stewardship
with fervor, the Church has been largely silent despite God’s
original mandate to care for His works. This 7-week series will
explore the topic of environmental stewardship from both
Biblical and scientific perspectives.
Date: Wednesdays, January 15–March 11
Time: 7:00–8:15pm
For: Anyone
Requirements: Bible
Location: L-42
Child Care: Yes
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Connect Groups

Just Pray

Connect is for career and college young adults who
consistently challenge and inspire each other to reach our
potential in Christ. We are also a group who care deeply for
each other in prayer and enjoy hanging out together. Please
join us! Our generation needs you to be strong and courageous.
Yuvonne Millican We will be continuing in our study on the Book of Acts. Acts is
330-455-5092
a continuation of the writing of Luke where he connects what
Jesus “began to do and teach” with the theme “You will be my
and Jerry
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to
Ledgerwood
the ends of the earth.” We will see the working of the Holy
Spirit and follow the lives of Paul and Peter.
Date: Wednesdays, January 8 (ongoing)
Time: 8:30pm
For: Post High School Career & College Young Adults
Requirements: Bible
Location: L-6
Child Care: Not available

Would you like to pray with someone for personal cares
and concerns? Completely private and confidential prayer is
available with no appointment necessary. Joy, hope and peace
are a few of the promises God gives to those who commit to
pray – no eloquent speech required. He is faithful if we only ask.

Sandy Stark
330-715-0905

We are a group of senior adults who actively encourage
and support each other through Bible study, prayer and
fellowship for the purpose of building strong individuals in
Christ and to grow in our relationships as men and women
of God. We meet weekly in our homes to share insights, our
lives, food and fun. Join anytime!
Date: Tuesdays, January 7 (ongoing)
Time: 7:00pm
For: Senior adults
Requirements: Bible
Location: Call for group locations
Child Care: Not available

Join other adults as we direct our prayers to God’s throne in an
atmosphere of sharing, worship, and prayer. We bring heaven
to earth and God gives us prayers of his heart to pray (for our
church, our leadership, and His Church at large). Join anytime.

Dave & Elaine
Griswold
330-494-8449

Date: Mondays, January 6 (ongoing)
Time: 7:00pm
For: Adults of all ages
Requirements: Bible
Location: E-104
Child Care: Not available

Sharpening Your Sword
If you are committed to winning the spiritual battles you
face and building the foundation of your life upon God’s
Word, this is the class for you. You will develop skills to hide
God’s Word in your heart and to apply it to your life. You will
memorize Scripture relevant to your life and equip yourself
to be victorious. Interested? Come to the week 1 information
meeting to learn more and make your decision.

Tom Williams
330-224-4314
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Date: Thursdays, January 9 (ongoing)
Time: 9:30–10:30am
For: Anyone
Requirements: Bible
Location: E-112
Child Care: Not available

Pause for Prayer

House-to-House

Dave & Elaine
Griswold
330-494-8449

Connect Groups

Connect

Date: Wednesdays, January 15–March 4
Time: 7:00pm
For: Adults of all ages
Requirements: Attend all classes; pray for group each day;
memorize two new verses per week; quiet times on
verses being memorized; open to leading or co-leading
a future group.
Location: L-41
Child Care: Yes
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Connect Groups

Sunday morning Connect Groups are designed to complement corporate
worship by building relationships and furthering your growth as a disciple of
Jesus in a small group setting. By joining one of our year round Sunday morning
Connect Groups you will have the opportunity to not only become refreshed,
but also to become connected to God and His people.

A Love Story

Shawn &
Mary Yost
330-966-2800

Join other young married couples as we discuss topics
related to marriage and also incorporate Bible studies that
strengthen our faith. We will be going through a series by
John and Lisa Bevere called “The Story of Marriage”. This
series will focus on how God created marriage to express
a much bigger story. His relentless, loving commitment to
bring out the best in us. We will also go through a parenting
series by Andy Stanley called “Parental Guidance Required”.
In this series, Andy talks about how to enhance, advance and
influence your children’s relationships.
Date: Sundays, January 5 (ongoing)
Time: 9:00am
For: Married couples aged mid-20s to early 30s
Requirements: Bible
Location: E-102
Child Care: Yes

Altitude

Jeff & Julie Goff
330-284-7092
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All young adults that are post high school, including college
and graduate students, are welcome to join us this Winter
as we study two men (David and Solomon) who found
themselves thrust into leadership positions and then
compromised their God-honoring leadership when they
became successful, comfortable and prideful. Along the
way we will examine the book of Ecclesiastes and what its
principles reveal about how to have a truly successful life.
Date: Sundays, January 5 (ongoing)
Time: 9:00am
For: Adults ages 18-29
Requirements: Bible
Location: E-106
Child Care: Yes

Connect Groups

Sunday Morning

Between Friends

Charles & Paula
Engelhardt
330-699-5624

Between Friends is a devoted group of people with years of
life experiences who meet Sunday mornings for fellowship,
prayer, and Bible study. We practice sharing joys and
concerns and applying Scripture to daily living. The study
topics change from time to time, but are always Biblically
focused as we seek to apply God’s Word to our lives. We
welcome anyone interested in joining our discussion about
what the Lord is showing us through His Word and His
actions in our lives.
Date: Sundays, January 5 (ongoing)
Time: 10:30am
For: Anyone
Requirements: Bible
Location: L-3
Child Care: Yes

Beyond Sunday

New Class

Adults of all ages are invited to join this new Connect Group
with the mission of centering our lives around the study
of God’s Word and commands. As we discover His will for
our lives, we will seek to live out our faith individually and
corporately in our everyday lives “beyond Sunday.” We will
use The 17:18 Series starting in the book of Philippians.
We hope you will join us in 2020 as we go with Jesus into
His Word and His world. We pray this will become a great
opportunity for you to experience a renewal of your faith in
Jesus Christ.

Scott Calhoun,
330-966-2800
Mike Sopczak
and Greg Linville Date: Sundays, January 12–May 17

Time: 10:30am
For: Anyone
Requirements: Bible, 17:18 Series Journal
Location: L-43
Child Care: Yes
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Connect Groups

Firm Foundation
In the Gospel of John, Jesus said “I AM” seven times. I AM the
bread…the light…the door, etc. When He spoke these words
He was declaring His divinity and assuring us that He is the
promised Messiah. This Winter we will examine the I AMs
of Jesus that show us Jesus, and only Jesus, meets our most
basic needs and fulfills our hearts’ deepest desires. All are
welcome for Bible study, discussion, prayer, and fellowship.

Sandy Stark,
330-715-0905
Fred Merritt and
Randy Beck

Date: Sundays, January 5 (ongoing)
Time: 10:30am
For: Adults of all ages
Requirements: Bible
Location: L-42
Child Care: Yes

Ron Crock
330-284-5866

We are a group of married couples with school-aged
children. You are invited to join us this semester as
we look at Becoming Us: Using the Enneagram to Create a
Thriving, Gospel-Centered Marriage by Beth and Jeff McCord.
The Enneagram is a way of categorizing the human
psyche into 9 different personality types. Becoming Us pulls
back the curtain on marriage and weaves the Enneagram
through the lens of the Gospel to reveal why you and
your spouse behave in different ways. Becoming Us will
transform your marriage into the powerful relationship
that God intended.
Date: Sundays, January 5 (ongoing)
Time: 9:00am
For: Married couples with school-aged children
Requirements: Bible
Location: L-41
Child Care: Yes

The southern kingdom of Judah was carried off to Babylon
starting in 605 BC. Jeremiah had prophesied a 70-year time
of exile before the Jewish people would return. In 540 BC
the Persian king began making sweeping changes to the
Babylonian way of ruling. However, it took almost 100 years
until the Jewish people returned to Jerusalem, rebuilt the
temple, and rebuilt the city itself. Ezra and Nehemiah are the
books of the Old Testament that best document this return.
Join us as we continue our study of this very important time
in the history of God’s chosen people and how they dealt
with adversity, despair, and finally, triumph. God’s chosen are
always blessed, but not always in the way they think is best.
Date: Sundays, January 5 (ongoing)
Time: 10:30am
For: Adults of all ages
Requirements: Bible
Location: E-102
Child Care: Yes

Couples of Promise

Jason &
Molly Yost,
330-417-0095
Jeff & Julia
Schumacher

Connect Groups

Celebrate Life

First Love

Tara Beachy
614-266-8208
and Judy Piatt

This class is for women of all ages and all stages of life with
a hunger for the Word of God. January 12–April 5, we will
experience the IF:Gathering 2019 through study. What does it
look like to live out our faith in our relationships, our jobs, in
conflict and suffering, and with our money? This generation
is hungry for big faith, a faith marked by wisdom, that is lived
out in the practical, mundane things we do and decisions
we make every day. Join us as we listen to the IF:Gathering
speakers and dive into the book of Proverbs for a look at a
different way to live. April 19–May 31, we will study Gifted
For Love by Matt Chandler. All spiritual gifts come from the
Holy Spirit and are given to serve the body of Christ in love.
These gifts are at work today, but most of us have never heard
of the gifts or have seen them twisted for a glory other than
God’s. In this video study each of us will discover how God has
individually gifted, called, and empowered us with gifts for
building up His Church.
Date: Sundays, January 5 (ongoing)
Time: 9:00am
For: Women of all ages
Requirements: Bible
Location: E-104
Child Care: Yes

24

25

Connect Groups

P.R.A.Y.
Adults of all ages and marital status are invited to join us
for in-depth, verse-by-verse study of the book of Matthew
(continuation from Fall semester).

Paul Johnson
330-232-2401

Date: Sundays, January 5 (ongoing)
Time: 10:30am
For: Adults of all ages
Requirements: Bible
Location: L-2
Child Care: Yes

Jerry & Tammy
Ledgerwood
330-316-4793

Growing Disciples
We will start a thirteen-week study of Galatians and
Romans on December 1. We’ll engage the Scripture as
Friends have been doing for centuries by examining about
how our own experience intersects with the Scripture and
what that might mean for our local faith community.

Greg Roth
330-454-4100
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This group for parents of middle school and high school-aged
children studies topics and issues faced by today’s parents
and teens and how to handle them in a godly, biblically
informed manner. This Winter we will do the following
studies: Parenting by Paul Tripp presents a big-picture view
of God’s plan for us as parents. Grace Based Discipline by Karis
Kimmel Murray teaches parents how to positively respond to
their kids. Road Back to You by Ian Morgan Cron and Suzanne
Stabile uses enneagrams, a personality typing system, to learn
why we are the way we are and how it affects relationships.
Date: Sundays, January 5 (ongoing)
Time: 9:00am
For: Single and married parents of teens
Requirements: Bible
Location: L-6
Child Care: Yes

The P.R.A.Y. Sunday morning group is for anyone desiring
an in-depth, interactive Bible study. This Winter we will
continue our study in the Book of Acts. Join us in January
as we pick up in chapter 13 sailing with Paul and Barnabas
on their first missionary journey. We will be examining
God’s sovereign hand at work as He spreads the Gospel and
launches the Church. We will use God’s Word to examine our
own lives and find application for our own mission!
Date: Sundays, January 5 (ongoing)
Time: 9:00am
For: Anyone desiring a deeper relationship with Christ
Requirements: Bible
Location: L-3
Child Care: Yes

S.H.A.P.E.
Discover your unique Spiritual gifts, Heart, Abilities,
Personality, and Experiences! This study, including a personality
assessment, will show you how to unlock your potential, find
your spiritual goal, and explore God’s plan for your life.

Date: Sundays, December 1–February 23
Time: 10:30am
For: Adults of all ages
Requirements: Bible, Illuminate: Romans & Galatians
Location: L-6
Child Care: Yes

Parents of Teens

Zack & Stacey
Gall,
614-266-8208
Rick & Jen Beck

Connect Groups

Go Getters

Theresa Maxin
330-966-2800

Dates: Sundays; Session 1: March 8–March 29,
Session 2: May 3–May 24
Time: 9:00am
For: Adults of all ages
Requirements: Bible and S.H.A.P.E. book by Erik Rees
(available in class for $10)
Location: L-1
Child Care: Yes
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Connect Groups

Michael Miller
330-479-2068
and Cheryl
Phillips

We are a group of single adults (age 40+), who come together
for prayer and for study of God’s Word. Our focus is on Christ
and on caring for one another in good and bad times. We
take comfort in Paul’s words that as singles we are better
able to focus on how we can serve Christ. You are welcome
to join us as we seek to follow Christ. We are always open to
new participants.
Date: Sundays, January 5 (ongoing)
Time: 9:00am
For: Single adults age 40+
Requirements: Bible
Location: E-113
Child Care: Yes

Tuckered Out Marrieds

Tory & Jen
Tucker
330-284-6849

We are a group of married couples with children through
grade 5 that are striving to transform ourselves, our
marriages, and our families into Christ’s likeness. This
Winter we will take a closer look at Psalm 23 via Matt
Chandler’s Right Now Media study. Most of us are familiar
with the 23rd Psalm, but that familiarity can cause us to
overlook its deeper meanings. Join us as we examine it’s
six verses and learn profound truths about our loving and
protective God.
Date: Sundays, January 5 (ongoing)
Time: 9:00am
For: Married couples with children through grade 5
Requirements: Bible
Location: L-42
Child Care: Yes

Children’s Ministry

Tammy Forsythe

Sunday Morning

Christian Life Club

Preschool–Kindergarten 9:00 and
10:30am, Elementary 9:00am
Our children will experience
lessons through hands-on, age
appropriate activities designed to
get them into the Bible. Children
will see the whole Bible and how
God’s Big Story connects to their
own story. God will be the center
of every lesson. We will create
space for worship. Our lessons will
encourage our children to respond
to God through the Holy Spirit.

Wednesdays, 7:00pm
Christian Life Club, or CLC, is an
activity-based midweek opportunity
for children ages 3–5th grade. We
praise God through music and enjoy
a Bible lesson in Chapel each week.
Miss Tammy leads Preschool Chapel
and Miss Kris leads Elementary
Chapel. Children will participate in
various activities in their classrooms.

Elementary 10:30am
Children are invited to attend and
participate in the beginning part
of the church worship service.
They will be dismissed to their
Children’s Church classes from
there. Children’s Church will
give them the opportunity to
strengthen their relationship with
God and others.

Children’s Ministry

Singles With Purpose

Children’s Choirs
Wednesdays, 6:00pm
For those who enjoy singing to Jesus!
• 4’s, 5’s, kindergartners and 1st
graders: E-122 with Miss Glenda
• 2nd–6th grade: E-110 with
Miss Tammy
Tammy Forsythe:
tforsythe@firstfriends.org

Important Events
January 15 – Choir and CLC begin
April 11 – Easter Egg Hunt
April 29 – Choir and CLC last night
May 3 – Spring Musical
June 22-26 – Vacation Bible School
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Middle School Youth Ministry

Greenhouse 242 is the name
of our Middle School Ministry and
is for 6th–8th graders. Our purpose
is to make an environment
for youth to grow into devoted
followers of Jesus.

Acts 2:42 says that, “They devoted
themselves to the apostles’
teaching and to the fellowship,
to the breaking of bread and to
prayer.” We believe that by students
growing in their devotion in these
areas, God produces fruit in their
lives. Fruit from God is what we
want our students to experience,
and for their love and knowledge
of Him to grow.
Come join us as we build
friendships, have fun, study the
Bible, and allow God to grow us
into the people He desires us to be.

Ben Croston

For more information on our
programming and events
throughout the year, please visit
our website at greenhouse242.com.
For any questions you might have,
feel free to contact Ben Croston at
bcroston@firstfriends.org

Important Events
• Sundays in Room E-101 –
9:00–10:15 am
• Wednesdays in Room E-101,
6:30–8:30 pm
• January 3-4 – Up All Night
• February 15-17 – Snow Camp
• July 4-11 – Mission Trip
• Bible Studies throughout
semester

High School
Youth Ministry
Vision & Mission
To awaken a generation of students to
know Jesus as Savior, grow in Jesus,
and serve like Jesus.

We achieve this by providing
and engaging effective programs
that promote spiritual growth,
teach God’s word, and encourage
evangelism and service within
the church and community. See
details below to learn more:

Regular Gatherings
Sundays, Room E-111, 9:00–10:15am
Join us for worship and a relevant
message to help you grow in your
faith and experience a friendly,
fun, and exciting atmosphere.

High School Youth Ministry

Middle School
Youth Ministry

Mark Tschantz

Saturday Serve
Join us each month as we go to
various Ministry locations in the
Canton Community to serve others
with our time and talents.
For additional ministry
events and information
go to warehouse514.org, or
contact Mark Tschantz at
mtschantz@firstfriends.org.

Important Events
• January 3-4 – Up All Night
• March 6-8 – Winter Retreat
• June 28-July 3 – Mission Trip

Wednesdays, Room E-111, 7:00–8:30pm
Come experience a high-energy
night of worship, games, relevant
teaching, and small groups.
Student Leadership
Student leaders are encouraged
to cast vision and implement it,
knowing that they are empowered
by the Holy Spirit and supported by
those around them.
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Marriage & Family Ministry / Senior Adult Ministry

Vision Statement
Discipling couples to experience and
then pass on Christ’s transforming
power in their marriage and family.
Strong marriages are the foundation
of strong families. Strong families are
the foundation of strong churches and
communities. First Friends is committed
to encouraging and equipping couples
to build strong marriages through
Premarital Classes and Mentoring,
Marriage Counseling, Connect Groups,
Marriage Retreats and Family Events.
We believe so strongly in preparation for
marriage that we require the following

Shawn Yost

of all couples planning on being married
by any of our First Friends pastors:
1. A personal commitment to
Jesus Christ as savior
2. Regular attendance in worship
services
3. “Before You Say I Do” Premarital
Classes

Shawn Yost: syost@firstfriends.org

Important Events
• Feb. 21-23 – Marriage Retreat
• Jan. 22-Feb. 12 – Before You Say I Do

Senior Adult Ministry
The Senior Ministry of First Friends
Church is designed to bring together
adults age 60 and over into community
in order to develop relationships and
faith of our participants. We do this
through various activities, which
include Bible studies, trips and outings,
monthly luncheons, and special
events. We encourage any and all
who are included in this age group to
become involved in our ministry so
that together we can form a strong
bond of believers to support our
church and each other.
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All luncheons meet at
11:30am in room E-111.

Paul Johnson

Paul Johnson:
pjohnson@firstfriends.org

Adoption-Foster
Ministry
Our Mission
To educate and involve the Church
body in adoption, foster and
orphan care in our community and
throughout the world, embracing
a spirit of adoption according to
biblical principles.

Our Vision
• To educate the church body in
adoption, foster and orphan
care in our community and
throughout the world.
• To involve families in the biblical
mandates of providing for
children through adoption, foster
care or care of orphans on an
international level.
• To create a “spirit of adoption”,
understanding and community of
support for those who are called
and choose to provide direct care
for these children.

Adoption-Foster Ministry

Marriage & Family Ministry

Shawn Yost

If you are interested in joining our
ministry team or have questions
regarding foster care or adoption
please contact Paula Gates at
330-417-9646.
Shawn Yost: syost@firstfriends.org

Important Events
• Sunday, March 22,
12:00pm-1:30pm – Luncheon for
Adoption and Foster Care Families

Senior Luncheons
•
•
•
•
•

Jan. 18 – Hymn sing: Pastor Stan
Feb. 8 – Malone Chamber Choir
Mar. 11 – Historian Richard Haldi
April 18 – Pianist Tim Noble
May 16 – Gospel Harmony Boys
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Women’s Ministry

Our Mission
To see women transformed into
the likeness of our Savior Jesus
Christ in their heart, in their
home and in their world.

Our Vision
Women loving God and one
another. “And they will be called
oaks of righteousness, a planting
of the Lord for the display of His
splendor.” Isaiah 61:3b

Theresa Maxin

For any questions you might have,
feel free to contact Theresa Maxin
at tmaxin@firstfriends.org

Important Events
• March 7 – Faith in Action
• April 25 – Priscilla Shirer
Simulcast

Men’s Ministry
Our Mission
We are committed to equipping
men to become “disciples
of Jesus,” and then to make
disciples, who make disciples.
We want to be men of integrity,
grounded in God’s Word, devoted
to prayer, accountable to one
another, committed to our
families, and raising up the next
generation of leaders.

Opportunities to join us:
• Men’s Connect Groups: Bible
studies/Connect Groups
• Quarterly fellowship breakfast
• Quarterly service projects and
special events
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Men’s Ministry

Women’s Ministry

Shawn Yost

For more information on men’s
ministries, activities and upcoming
events at FFC, email Pastor Shawn
Yost at syost@firstfriends.org.

Important Events
• Tuesdays, 7:00am, Church Café –
PRAY Scripture for Men
• Wednesdays, 7:00am at Walther’s
Twin Tavern – Men’s Wednesday
Morning Study
• Wednesdays, 7:00pm – Every Man
a Warrior
These groups are ongoing –
join us anytime!

35

All Out Sports

First Friends Sports

Dan Kamwesa
Sports Ministry
Director

Ryan Barnett
Assistant
Director of
Sports Ministry

Risa Blyer
Director of
Administration
in Sports
Ministry

Our Mission
We offer opportunities for health, fitness, friendship, fun, competition,
venue for outreach, and spiritual development for the whole family in
an inviting, Christ-centered atmosphere.

Registration
Registration for all leagues are in the brochure racks throughout
the church prior to the appropriate season or online at
www.firstfriendssports.com.
Visit our website www.firstfriendssports.com for more information
as well as our schedule.
Email: sports@firstfriends.org
Sports Phone: 330-966-6868

March–August

Basketball

Basketball

Volleyball

T-Ball

Arts Academy

Baseball

Boys and Girls (Grades 2–6)
Men’s (Age 18+ &40+)
Women’s (Age 18+)
Adult Co-ed (18+)
Traditional, Tap and Hip Hop
Dance Classes (Age 3–17)
Drawing Classes (Age 6–14)
Drama Classes (Age 6–17)
Flag: Praise & Std. Classes (Age 10+)

Soccer

Youth Co–Ed (Age 4–15)

Softball

Co-Ed Age 15+

Fall Arts Academy Festival –
November 16, 6:00pm

January–May
Basketball

Boys (Grades 7–8)
Boys & Girls Clinic (Grades K–1)
Men’s (Age 18+ & 40+)

Volleyball

Girls (Grades 2–12)
Adult Co-ed (18+)

Arts Academy

Traditional, Tap and Hip Hop Dance
Classes (Age 3–17)
Drawing Classes (Age 6–15)
Drama Classes (Age 6–17)
Flag: Praise & Std. Classes (Age 10+)

Winter Arts Academy Festival –
March 14, 6:00pm
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All Out Sports

Sports &
Recreation Ministries

August–December

Boys (Grades 9–12)
Men’s (Age 18+)
Women’s (Age 18+)
Boys & Girls (Age 5 & 6)
Boys (Age 7–14)

Softball

Men’s (Age 15+)

Sand Volleyball

Adult Co-Ed Sand (Age 18+)

Soccer

Boys and Girls (Age 4–15)

Arts Academy

Traditional, Tap and Hip Hop
Dance Classes (Age 3–17)
Drawing Classes (Age 6–15)
Drama Classes (Age 6–17)
Flag: Praise & Std. Classes (Age 10+)

Spring Arts Academy Festival –
June 6, 6:00pm

Summer Camps
Volleyball

Co-Ed (Gr 3–8)

Basketball

Co-Ed (Gr K–6)

Arts Academy

Traditional and Hip Hop Dance
Classes (Age 3–17)
Drawing Classes (Age 6–17)
Cheer Camp (Girls, Gr K–6)
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Important Dates / Winter Schedule at a Glance

January 5-11

February 26

Week to Seek

Beginning of Lent with
evening of prayer

January 8

March 22

Concert of Prayer

February 9

Child Dedication

April 5

Concert of Prayer

April 12

Baptism Class

Easter Service with Water
Baptisms

April 4

May 17

Membership Class

February 23

Men

Child Dedication

Concert of Prayer

Winter Schedule at a Glance
Sunday Mornings
Group

Pages 22–28

Loc.

Who It’s For

The following groups meet at 9:00am, child care available

Group

Day Time Loc.

Ch. Care Who It’s For

Every Man a Warrior

Wed.

7:00pm

Yes

Men’s Wed. AM Bib. Study Wed.

7:00am

Walther’s NA

Men of all ages

P.R.A.Y. for Men

7:00pm

Café

Men of all ages

Women

Tues.

Day Time Loc. Ch. Care Who It’s For
Tues.

6:30pm

E-102

NA

Women of all ages

Mom Connection

Tues.

9:15am

E-102

Yes

Moms of pre-k,
elementary kids

Trustworthy

Wed.

7:00pm

E-104

Yes

Women of all ages

When to Walk Away

Wed.

7:00pm

E-104

Yes

Women of all ages

Wednesday AM Bible Study

Wed.

9:15am

L-42

Yes

Women of all ages

Marriage & Family

Day Time Loc.

Ch.Care Who It’s For

Wed.

6:00pm

E-102

No

Engaged/seriously dating

7:00pm

E-102

Yes

Married couples of all ages

E-106

Adults 18-29

The Story of Marriage Wed.

Couples of Promise

L-41

Married couples with school-aged children

First Love

E-104

Women of all ages

Parents of Teens

L-6

Single and married parents of teens

P.R.A.Y.

L-3

Adults of all ages

S.H.A.P.E./Pathway

L-1

Adults of all ages

L-42

Married couples with children through gr. 5

Between Friends

L-3

Anyone

Beyond Sunday

L-43

Anyone

Celebrate Life

L-42

Adults of all ages and marital status

Firm Foundation

E-102

Adults of all ages

Go Getters

L-2

Adults of all ages

Growing Disciples

L-6

Adults of all ages

Page 18–19

Group

Altitude

Tuckered Out Marrieds

NA

In Courage

Married couples aged mid-20s to early 30s

Single adults age 40+

Men 18+

Group

E-102

E-113

L-43

Pages 16–18

A Love Story

The following groups meet at 10:30am, child care available
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Pages 14–15

Before You Say I Do

Singles With Purpose

Winter Schedule at a Glance

Important Dates

Additional Groups
Group

Pages 19–21

Time

Loc.

Ch. Care Who It’s For

The following group meets on Mondays
Pause for Prayer

7:00pm

E-104

NA

Adults of all ages

The following group meets on Tuesdays
House-to-House

7:00pm

Call

NA

Senior adults

The following groups meet on Wednesdays
Caring for Creation

7:00pm

L-42

Yes

Anyone

Connect

8:30pm

L-6

NA

Post HS Career & College
Young Adults

Sharpening Your Sword

7:00pm

L-41

Yes

Adults of all ages

The following group meets on Thursdays
Just Pray

9:30am

E-112

NA

Anyone
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