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Vision:

August 19, 2018

Service Times
9:00 am & 10:30 am

Transform the Heart . . . Transform the Home . . . Transform the World



Prayer at the Altar
Here at First Friends, God works through prayer.  
We offer different opportunities for prayer at our 
altar each Sunday. During our musical worship, 
if you would like to come and pray at the altar 
in private, we invite you to come to the left 
side by our cross. If you would like one of our 
Prayer Team to pray with you, please come to 
the opposite side (right) of the altar. We will also 
continue to offer prayer at the end of each service.

 Welcome  
          to 
Worship  

   
at First Friends!

Thank You for Considering Others in Worship 
Please silence your cell phones during the worship service. Also, if your child becomes restless and loud, the service can be  
heard in the hall, the women's restroom nursing room, or you can take your child to one of our excellent church nurseries.

Lead Pastor,  
Stan Hinshaw

Pastor Stan Hinshaw, Lead Pastor

Welcome to worship at First Friends! 

As we wrap up our summer sermon series on the book of Ephesians we have special guest, Russ Dizdar, 
teaching today. Russ and his wife Shelly are part of our church family here at First Friends.
Russ has 30 years of pastoral experience, and served as the Executive Director Akron Youth For Christ 
Ministries. He founded and now directs a ministry called Shatter the Darkness where he teaches, trains, 
speaks, and helps people come out of spiritual darkness into the Light of Christ.

We are glad to have Russ as a guest teacher today speaking on Ephesians 6:10-20 and putting on the spiritual 
“armor” of God.

Ephesians P.R.A.Y. Scripture Reading Plan:
Sunday, August 19 - Ephesians 6

* The full reading plan is found on our FFC Mobile App and at www.firstfriends.org/sermons

The book Victory Over Darkness: Realize the power of your identity in Christ, by Neil T. Anderson is available 
for $10 at the Welcome Centers.



REACHING NEIGHBORS AND NATIONS

Our Love and Sympathy
 to Joel & Robyn Peterson and family in the death of 
Joel's mother Jackie Peterson.

Child Dedications
9:00 service
Anniston Antoinette Kienzle
Birthday: March 14, 2018
Parents: Ryan & Tynae Kienzle

10:30 service
Griffin Andrew Lochlan Serafino
Birthday: May 23, 2018
Parents: Timothy & Hannah Serafino

Men's Retreat - EFC-ER
September 14th - 16th a Camp Gideon
BE BOLD! featuring Kolbi Shartzer as guest speaker.
"Now Lord, consider their threats and enable your 
servants to speak your word with great boldness" 
Acts 4:29
Brochures with more information are available at the  
Welcome Centers or check the website @: 
www.meninmissions.org
Contact Clark Hoops for more information at 
330.705.1824

Hospitals and Rehab
Ellen Dunham, Bob McWhorter

Movie - I Can Only Imagine
September 9, 6:00 pm
Join us to watch the acclaimed movie "I Can Only 
Imagine"!  Bring a snack to share, we'll provide the 
popcorn and drinks.  This event is free and open 
to anyone ... invite your friends!  Sponsored by the 
Senior Adult Ministries.

Have a Prayer Need?
Call or email Greg Roth at 330.454.4100 or 
groth@neo.rr.com and our prayer warriors will 
lift your request before the Lord.

Evangelizing in the Middle East
 In BH’s last newsletter, he mentioned that their team is down to just three people. 
By God’s grace they will get a new one-year team member in September. BH is very excited. 
Pray that they will work well together. 
 A misconception about working among the unreached is that once someone 
comes to faith, it’s whole-hearted, sold-out living for Christ going forward. The reality is 
the person who was totally messed up before coming to Christ is still pretty messed up, 
but now has Christ. BH ministers to those who suffer with mental health issues, who are 
scared to death of persecution, who lie and steal and can’t hold a job down. A lot of “fringe” 
people. No super apostles. No powerful and influential people. Just normal people who are 
profoundly loved by the God of the universe, who will never run out of patience with them. 
And they will never be put to shame; they will not die and find that the robes of Christ’s 
righteousness do not fit.
 The team’s greatest need is for laborers to reflect the patient, long-suffering, 
ever-forgiving nature of the Lord Jesus to the people around them. Evangelism in this part 
of the world is very hard. Forgiving someone who has lied and taken advantage of you 
is even harder. But God will never tire of the struggling new babe in Christ (or the ones 
evangelizing). So they remember that nothing they do for God is in vain and keep pressing 
forward.



  Contact Tammy Forsythe at 
tforsythe@firstfriends.org

Promotion Sunday September 2  
August 26 is the last Sunday for children to be in 
their 2017-18 class with their current teachers. Be 
sure to thank teachers for the gift of their service 
to help children grow in their walk with Jesus. 
Children will be promoted to their new classes on 
Sunday, September 2. Our fall CLC programming 
will begin Wednesday, September 12

Children's Choirs
If you can sing a song then praise the Lord! We 
would love to sing praises to Jesus with your 
children. Choirs begin September 12 at 6pm. 
4 year olds - 1st grade meet with Miss Glenda 
in E-122. 2nd grade - 6th grade meet with Miss 
Tammy in E-110. 
There is an opportunity to serve with Miss Glenda 
as her assistant: to help children feel welcome, 
be an extra set of hands, receive blessings galore. 
Interested? Contact Tammy:  330-966-2800 or 
tforsythe@firstfriends.org

Children's Ministry  -  Christian Education 
Team 2018-2019 
The new year is just around the corner. Would you 
be willing to help teach or assist a class and help 
our children learn about Jesus? Begin to pray and 
ask Jesus if you're being called to this wonderful 
opportunity. Check out the insert in your bulletin 
for specific opportunities.  If you have questions or 
are ready to say yes - contact Tammy Forsythe at 
330-966-2800.  
Parents 
If you have a child/children in one of our nurseries, 
please leave your phone number with us when 
you drop them off.  We will then add you to our 
Mobile Text Alert System.  If we would need you 
for any reason we could then send you a text 
message.
Safety Doors
Our safety doors close 10 minutes after each 
service has started, opening again at the end of 
each service. If you would need to go to your 
child's classroom before the service has ended 
please go to the Welcome Center for assistance.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
9:00 am
All children may go directly to their Sunday School classes.

Help children hide God’s Word in their hearts by 
memorizing their verses this month:

Preschool – Kindergarten Verse

I have chosen the way of faithfulness; I have set my heart on 
your laws.          Psalm 119:30

Elementary Verse

May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and 
through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless 
at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  1 Thessalonians 5:23

CHILDREN'S CHURCH
10:30 am
Children in the nursery through kindergarten may go 
directly to their classrooms. 

Children in grades 1 through 5 will be dismissed from 
the service to go to Children's Church in E-110.

Preschool – Kindergarten Verse

I have chosen the way of faithfulness; 
I have set my heart on your laws.          
Psalm 119:30 

Elementary Children's Church:

Our verse for today is Matthew 
22:37 which says, "Jesus replied: 
'Love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind." Our lesson 
comes from John 6:1-4 where a little 
boy serves the Lord by offering to 
share his lunch with a large crowd. 
Children will be challenged to find 
a way they too can serve God this 
week.



HIGH SCHOOL
  Contact Scott Calhoun at scalhoun@firstfriends.org

MIDDLE SCHOOL
  Contact Ben Croston at bcroston@firstfriends.org 

Follow us on facebook at: facebook.com/greenhouse242/ Check our website for more on our 
Calendar.  www.greenhouse242.com

Website: www.greenhouse242.com

Website: www.warehouse514.org

Sunday Mornings
Sundays, 9:00 - 10:15 am (E-101)
Join us for a time to grow in your faith, friendships, 
and giftedness through small groups, games, and 
encouraging lessons. We hope to see you there. 
We invite you to bring a snack to donate for the 
snack cabinet. 

Promotion Sunday For New 
Sixth Graders
August 26th, 9:00 am  - 10:15 am E(101)
New 6th Graders are formally invited to join 
Sunday Morning Middle School. There will be 
a lunch after 2nd Service for new 6th Graders 
and their families. Come to find out about the 
programming and vision for this upcoming school 
year in the Greenhouse. 

Wednesday Night Youth Group
6:30 pm - 8:30 pm (E-101)
Come for a night to spice up your summer week with 
small groups, games, other people, and encouragement 
through GOD’s Word.  We hope to see you there. 

Sunday Mornings
Sundays, 9:00 – 10:15 am (E-111)
Come join us for a relevant message to help you 
grow in your faith and a Bible study time in a 
friendly, fun and exciting atmosphere.

Have a        to Help MS Youth 
Grow Closer to GOD?
Sundays, 9:00 – 10:15 am (E-101)
Come join us for a relevant message to help you 
grow in your faith and a Bible study time in a 
friendly, fun and exciting atmosphere.

Got 2.5 hours? SERVE 
#FFCCFDAYS18 MS Youth & families are encouraged 
to help with Community Fun Days games Saturday, 
August 25. Text/call Dawn at 330-705-0575 to get 
signed up.

The Landing – Celebrate Recovery For Students
Thursdays, 6:30 – 8:30 pm (E-101) 
Based on the beatitudes, The Landing is a safe, healing place where teenagers can live a freer, 
healthier, and more God-centered life.  There will be videos, worship, and great conversations 
to help develop tools to face life’s hurts, habits, and hang-ups. Contact Ben at 
bcroston@firstfriends.org for more information.

Wednesday Night Programming
September 5th
Wednesday Nights kick off. Join us for a high 
energy night of worship, games, and relevant 
teaching followed by a small group study time.

Freshman Frenzy
Sunday, September 5, 12:30 – 9:00 pm
All incoming Freshmen are invited to join us for 
a day of fun. We will have lunch at the church, 
go to Sluggers & Putters, and end the day at 
Pastor Scott’s house for a bonfire. Some adult 
leaders and upperclassmen will be joining us to 
welcome you to the High School Ministry. Cost is 
$10. Meet in room E-111. Permission slip/Medical 
form is required. Information can be found at                
www. warehouse514.org.

Promotion Sunday
Sunday, September 2, 9:00 am
We will be welcoming our incoming Freshman to 
Warehouse514. Please make sure to join us and 
enjoy a time of fellowship.

MIDDLE SCHOOL & HIGH SCHOOL

Save the Date
Saturday, August 25 – Community Fun Day



SPORTS
  Call the Sports Office at 330.966.6868 or visit firstfriendssports.com

Registrations available in the church brochure racks and on our website firstfriendssports.com

CONNECT GROUPS
Intercessory Prayer 
M-Th 9:00-11:00 am (Mondays in L-43. Tue, Wed, Thur in E-112)
Open to anyone who desires prayer. Come for a couple minutes or as long as you want. 

Celebrate Life
Sunday, 10:30 am, room L-41
Join us beginning August 5 as we study "Whisper" by Mark Batterson. God often speaks in a whisper, not to make it 
difficult to hear, but to cause us to draw near. This video series teaches what it means for Christians to discern the 
voice of God for guidance and to grow closer to Him.

Coming Soon! Fall 2018 Connect Group Directories are available TODAY!

Soon our Fall 2018 Sports Leagues and Arts Academy classes will begin!  Please pray for those who will participate 
and the parents, coaches, teachers, and leaders of these programs.  Invite your friends to register!  See website for 
specific details.
CAMPS/ LEAGUES

MARRIAGE AND FAMILY

WOMEN'S MINISTRY

Family Camp
August 31-September 2
Join us for a fun weekend at Camp Gideon! Family Camp is designed for families with kids of all ages. 
Pick up a brochure at a Welcome Center or brochure rack with all the details.

Adoptive & Foster Care Ministry - Mother’s Weekend
Friday - Sunday, September 14-16
This special event is for adoptive and kinship mothers hosted by Pathway Caring for Children and held 
at Lakeside Chautauqua. The cost is $125 for a weekend of fun, hope, inspiration, and connection with 
other adoptive and kinship mothers. Registration forms are available at the Welcome Centers and due 
August 22. Contact Paula Gates at 330.417.9646 or email pgates@pathwaycfc.org for more information.

Marriage Date Night
Saturday, October 27, 6:00-9:00pm
Compassion International and Extreme Faith Productions presents the Marriage Date Night. Come join 
us for a fun night out with comedians Amberly Neese and Leland Klassen, along with Christian recording 
artist Jonny Diaz! $35 per couple, includes show and dessert.  Tickets available at the Welcome Centers.

WMF Fall Retreat,
October 12-14, Carlisle Inn, Sugarcreek, OH
Keynote speaker Robyn Dystra and workshops on Balancing Life. Brochures and registration forms 
available at the Welcome Centers.

Co-ed Soccer League- Age 4-6                 Aug11-Oct19
Co-ed Basketball - OPEN GYM Gr 4-6     Aug 28, 5-7pm
Co-ed Cadet Basketball LeagueGr 4-6   Aug 30-Nov 10
Girls Cheerleading Gr K-6             Sept 8 - Oct 27
Co-ed Flag Football Age 5-Gr 6       Sept 8 - Oct 27
Co-ed Traditional Dance Class Age3-17 Sept 10-Nov 17
Co-ed Hip Hop Dance Classes Age 6-17 Sept 10-Nov 17

Co-ed Drama Classes  Age 6-17           Sept 13-Nov 17
Co-ed Drawing Class Age 6-14          Sept 10-Nov 12
Co-ed Praise & Standard Flag Class Age 10-17  Sept13-Nov 17
Co-ed Homeschool Multi-Sport Clinic Age 5+  Sept12-Nov 14
Men's Basketball  Age 40+           Aug 27-Nov 12
Men's Basketball  Age 18+           Aug 30-Nov 15
Women's Basketball Age 18+           Aug 27 - Nov 12



YOUNG 
Altitude 
Sundays, 9:00 am (E-106)
Join us as we go through the book Foundations by Robby & 
Kandi Gallaty. 

Connect 
Wednesdays, 8:30 pm (L-6)
Join us as we study the book of Luke. 

CELEBRATE RECOVERY
 Kathleen Dungan kdungan@firstfriends.org

Biblical Wisdom:
Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another. For he who loves his fellowman 
has fulfilled the law. Romans 13:8 NIV

Come join in giving blessings to others by posting some gently used items on the Blessing Board on Facebook.

Summer is here. Take the guess-work and stress out of your weekly giving and give on line.
Go to the First Friends website and click on the E giving button;
https://secure.firstfriends.org/give/egiving

Celebrate Recovery Thursdays, 6:30 - 8:30 pm. Join us for this biblically based and Jesus centered recovery 
ministry. By working and applying the biblical principles and 12 Steps we grow spiritually.  Programs for 
youth are also available: The Landing Grades 6-12, Celebration Place Grades 1-5, Nursery/infant and 
Kindergarten.

*To fully fund budget - $ 2,300,000

2018 Budget is based on 51 Sundays.  
One Sunday General offering will be given to mission projects.

FFC Financial Update 2018
Weekly    
Need*

Received  
Last Week

Weekly   
Average

General 
Ministries $43,431 $30,061 $41,084

Missions/ 
Faith Promise $1,667 $1,307 $1,346

Total $45,098 $31,368 $42,430

Home Improvement Received in 2018    
$43,852

MISSION TRIPS
Dominican Republic 
November 3-10 (construction, discipleship, evangelism, and possibly medical teams)
The Team size is limited for this trip. Applications are still being accepted.  You can pick one up at either 
Welcome Center. For questions, contact Roger Foote at FFC (330-966-2800).

Holy Land 2019
Are you interested in travelling to the Holy Land March 22-31, 2019? Pricing starting at $3496, with 
discounts for early registration. Brochures at both Welcome Centers. For more information contact Paul 
Johnson at the church.
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Family Camp
August 31- September 2

Join us for a fun weekend at Camp Gideon! Family 
Camp is designed for families with kids of all ages. 
Pick up a brochure at a Welcome Center or brochure 
rack with all the details.

Yeah!! Thank you for volunteering. 
We've  reached our goal.


