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The Fall 2017 Connect Group Semester begins Sunday, September 10.  Connect Groups meet weekly unless 
otherwise designated. Please call your group leader to confirm the starting date and time of your particular 
group.

    What would change in your life if you expected God to speak to your through 
His Word every time you opened it…and He did? God speaks to us today through 
worship, prayer, people, and circumstances but the primary way He speaks is 
through the Scripture.

    P.R.A.Y. Scripture is an acronym for a method I have created for listening prayer 
to hear God’s voice through His Word. This method is based in the ancient practice 
of sacred reading, slow reflecting, and simply responding to the thoughts and 
impressions the Holy Spirit gives through Scripture.

    You learn to P.R.A.Y. Scripture in your personal quiet time during the week, write 
down what God reveals to you, then share it with others in a small group. Learning 
to hear God speak through Scripture takes practice and is best learned and enjoyed 
with others, which is why we are creating new P.R.A.Y. Scripture small groups.

    You will find new groups to join listed below or you can start one of your own. I 
am also teaching parents how to practice this with their children on Wednesday 
nights at 7:00pm. Please join me this Fall in deepening and maturing our lives in 
Christ as we study the book of Philippians through P.R.A.Y. Scripture! 

Pastor Stan

You will find group times, leaders, and location in the 
Connect Group section beginning on page 14.



                                             : giving too much of something to someone; inundate.

Have you ever walked down an ice cream aisle at the grocery store and felt overwhelmed 
by the huge selection of brands and flavors from which to choose?  In the same way, many 
feel overwhelmed by the large number of Connect Groups from which to choose. How 
does one decide?

Our goal at First Friends is not to overwhelm, but to offer groups on different days of the 
week and at different times of day on a variety of topics that appeal to a wide demographic 
– male, female, married, single, children, no children, young adult, seniors, working, retired.  
In this way everyone should be able to find and participate in a group where they are 
growing into mature followers of Jesus.

If you aren’t sure which group to choose, I offer these guidelines:

1. Look at groups targeted to your age, gender and/or marital status as well as those open 
to anyone.

2. Look at the day and time of each group. Find those that fit with your schedule.

3. Some groups meet at the church and some in the leader’s home. Consider the setting in 
which you would feel most comfortable.

4. Consider your time restraints. Are you in a season with young children or long work hours 
where a homework filled Bible study would be difficult and therefore affect how much you 
would actually get out of the study? Then consider a P.R.A.Y.  Scripture group that requires 
only 15-20 minutes of Bible reading and journaling 3 times per week.

5. Are you in a season of life where you desire more in-depth study and are afforded more 
time to read and complete homework? Then consider an elective course or an in-depth 
Bible study.

Our sincere desire is that you would attend both a Sunday morning and a week day 
group, but we understand that may not be possible for everyone.  However, we strongly 
encourage everyone to participate in at least one group where you may be encouraged, 
prayed for, make friends, grow in knowledge and faith, and grow into a mature follower of 
Jesus through transformation of your heart.

For Him,

Theresa Maxin
Director of Connect Groups and Women’s Ministry

Dear Friends,

I am inviting you to join us this fall in recommitting yourself to the journey of spiritual 
transformation God has for us as a church family! We summarize Jesus’ Great Commission 
in Matthew 28:19-20 as our church mission statement: “Building mature followers of Jesus 
through the Church and home.” We believe that we mature together in our faith as a church 
family through worship, participating in a Connect Group, and serving one another in 
ministry.

This fall we are creating brand new Connect Groups and new opportunities to serve at both 
our 9:00am and 10:30am service times on Sundays. We are inviting everyone in our First 
Friends family to participate in worship, and be in a Connect Group, or serve in our children’s, 
youth, or hospitality ministries. In addition, we also have new Connect Groups for adults, and 
children and youth ministries, on Wednesday nights.

Finally, I am more committed than ever to teaching everyone in our church how to hear God 
speak personally through His written Word! I have finished a new revised P.R.A.Y. Scripture 
book and we will be starting brand new groups to teach this method of listening prayer. 

I am challenging us to a renewed commitment for spiritual transformation as a church! 
Please prayerfully consider participating in Sunday worship, being in a Connect Group, and/
or serving in a ministry area.

With great expectancy,

Stan Hinshaw
Lead Pastor
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Sign up for a Connect Group at firstfriends.org/get-involved/connect-groups

At First Friends Church, we desire to see you grow and thrive in your 
personal relationship with Jesus Christ. Wherever you are in your journey 
with Him we believe that a spiritual “road map” will help you become who 
Christ has called you to be for Him. This guide is recommended to every 
believer, young and old, to keep you moving along life’s path.

(See rest of directory for all classes and ministries) 
Fall semester begins September 10, 2017 
Age specific classes and ministries
Adult Connect Groups
Adult Elective Classes
Children and Adult Sunday morning classes

Starting Point: This class is for people who are curious 
about God, have a new relationship with Jesus Christ, or 
are returning to church after being away for a while. Not 
being offered this semester.

Belong Class: This class is a part of our membership 
process where we explore what it means to be part 
of First Friends Church and the body of Christ. Belong 
weekend sessions are a requirement for those interested 
in becoming a member of First Friends Church. This one-
day class will be held Saturday, October 28. See page 7 for 
more information.

Financial Peace University: Dave Ramsey's Financial 
Peace University is a life changing program that trains and 
educates in the handling of money and finances in a biblical 
and practical manner. This class begins Sunday, September 
10 and ends November 5. 

Foundations “Rooted and Grounded”: This class is 

designed to give you biblical Christ-centered foundations 
to build upon. This eight week course will focus on the basic 
tenets and doctrines of the Christian faith. Not being offered 
this semester.

S.H.A.P.E. Author Erik Rees helps you discover God’s unique 
purpose for your life based on the way God has shaped you. 
In this class you will uncover the secrets of your own deeply 
personal makeup. Starts Wednesday, September 13.
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Core Classes are for the purpose of communicating essential information we believe 
is necessary to live as a disciple of Jesus within the “family” of First Friends Church. 
Together these courses form a foundation of what you believe, why you believe it, and 
how to serve and support the body of Christ. Believers at all levels of maturity, those new 
to First Friends, and those returning to church after being away for awhile, will benefit 
from these courses.

Pastor Stan Hinshaw
330.966.2800

If you are interested in becoming a member of First 
Friends Church, this class is a requirement. We will meet 
to explore what it means to be part of First Friends 
Church and the body of Christ. Schedule: Saturday, 
October 28, 9 am - 12 pm
Requirements: Bible

L-42  

Child Care: no

Belong Membership Class

Dave Williams
330.808.3905

This 9-week, life-changing class taught by Dave Ramsey 
and the FPU teaching team on video and coordinated 
by the First Friends Stewardship Ministry team will help 
you achieve your financial goals by showing you how to 
eliminate debt, save for the future, and give like never 
before. You will be challenged to make a plan for your 
money and change your family tree forever.
Start Date: September 10 
Requirements: You will need to purchase an FPU kit on-
line or at the first class for $110.

Sundays, 10:30 am  L-42  

Child Care: yes

Financial Peace University

Karen Mundy & Trisha 
Abbruzzi

330.806.7274

Discover your unique Spiritual gifts, Heart, Abilities, 
Personality, and Experiences. This study, including a 
personality assessment, will show you how to unlock 
your potential, find your spiritual goal, and explore God’s 
plan for your life.  September 13 - November 15
Requirements:  Bible and S. H. A. P. E. book by Erik Rees 
(available in class for $10)

Wednesday, 7:00 pm L-6

Child Care: yes

S. H. A. P. E.

This class is designed to give you biblical Christ-centered 
foundations to build upon. This eight-week course will 
focus on the basic tenets and doctrines of the Christian 
faith.  

Foundations “Rooted and Grounded”

Not being offered this
semester

This class is for people who are curious about God, have 
a new relationship with Jesus Christ, or are returning to 
church after being away for a while. 

Starting Point
Not being offered this

semester
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Elective courses are formed and led by mature believers for those desiring in-depth study 
of the Bible. These classes are long term (10 or more weeks) with an end and start date, 
and typically incorporate self-study, reading and/or weekly homework.

Shawn & Mary Yost
330.966.2800

Too much of today’s Christian parenting is based 
on fear: fear of the world . . . fear of America’s liberal 
culture . . . fear of other parents’ and the church’s 
opinions. Grace based parenting, on the other hand, 
relies on God’s love, replicates His forgiveness and 
commitment to His children, and displaces fear as 
a motivator for every behavior. Tim Kimmel’s Grace 
Based Parenting will provide a blueprint for building 
confident, courageous, cooperative, well- rounded and 
loving kids.  September 13 - October 13
Requirements: Bible, book available in class for $10

Wednesday, 7:00 pm  E-102   

Grace Based Parenting
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Jerry & Tammy 
Legerwood

330.605.2273

What kind of grandparent are you? Are you supportive? 
Playful and fun? Hands-off? In this 8-week study of 
the book Biblical Grandparenting by Josh Mulvihill we 
will explore God’s design for grandparents and learn 
practical ways to help fulfill that design. In addition 
to reading selected chapters of the book, expect to 
have homework. Join us for teaching, discussion, and 
fellowship all centered on the wonderful world of
Christian grandparenting. Limited to 15 people.
Start Date: September 19
Requirements: Must be grandparent with grandchildren 
under age 18, Bible, Book: Biblical Grandparenting by 
Josh Mulvihill $17

Tuesday, 7:00 pm  Leader’s Home   

Child Care: no  Call for details

Biblical Grandparenting

Sign up for an Elective at firstfriends.org/get-involved/connect-groups

Bill Patrie
330.494.5242

Want to learn about one of the most important events 
in the Jewish faith?  Want to study 50% of what the 
Jewish rabbis store in their phylacteries?  Want to 
discover the one place in the Old Testament in which 
all the attributes of God are listed together?  Join us 
in studying the book of Exodus and see the types and 
shadows of Christ. September 13 - October 13
Requirements: Bible

Tuesday, 7:00 pm  L-41  

Child Care: yes   

Book of  Exodus

Stan & Betsy 
Hinshaw

330.966.2800

Learning to hear God speak to us in Scripture is a 
skill that takes practice. Teaching our children and 
grandchildren how to read the Bible and expect God’s 
Spirit to give us His words, thoughts, and impressions is 
vital for the next generation. Join Pastor Stan and Betsy 
as they lead parents in the practice of listening prayer 
through P. R. A. Y. Scripture, and how to pass this skill 
on to their children. September 13 - November 1

Requirements: Bible, Journal, Must be parents of 
elementary and middle school aged children

Wednesday, 7:00 pm  L-3  

Child Care: yes

P. R. A. Y. Scripture for Parents



Alcoholics Anonymous is a fellowship of men and women 
who share their experience, strength and hope with each 
other so that they may solve their common problem and 
help others to recover from alcoholism. This is a closed 
meeting of Alcoholics Anonymous. Attendance is limited 
to persons who have a desire to stop drinking. If you 
think you have problem with alcohol, you are welcome 
to attend this meeting. We ask that when discussing our 
problems, we confine ourselves to those problems as they 
relate to alcoholism. Free class. 

Monday, 7:00 pm  E-101  

Child Care: yes

Alcoholics Anonymous

Dave Williams
330.808.3905

This 9-week workshop is for anyone who is separated, 
divorced or going through a divorce. Our team will 
walk with you on your journey to healing and hope. 
Experience and learn that there is life after a divorce. All 
of the leaders have experienced the tragedy and the 
pain that is associated with going through a divorce. 
Here you will find friends, resources and support. Cost: 
$40 and includes the book and workbook. Begins 
September 11. 
Requirements:  Separated or divorced adults 

Monday, 6:45 pm        L-42    

Child Care: yes

Divorce Recovery

GAMBLERS ANONYMOUS is a fellowship of men and 
women who share their experiences, strength and hope 
with each other so that they may solve their common 
problem and help others to recover from a gambling 
problem. This is a closed meeting, meaning only those 
with a gambling problem or with a desire to stop 
gambling are eligible to attend and participate. 

Monday, 7:00 pm        E-112    

Child Care: yes

Gamblers Anonymous
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Celebrate Recovery

Recovery. Help. Healing. Celebrate Recovery is a weekly 
gathering of people who want to be free from their hurts, 
habits and hang-ups. These things can get in the way of 
us living our lives to the fullest and can include anxiety, 
grief, addictions to sex, drugs, alcohol and food. This 
experience is a safe place to remain anonymous while 
being “changed” in this 12-step Christ-centered program. 
No need to register or RSVP. Newcomers are welcome 
anytime! Begins October 19.

Thursday, 6:30 - 8 pm E-111

Child Care: yes



Connect Groups are designed to bring individuals together to Connect with Jesus, 
one another, and with First Friends Church. One of the primary reasons for Connect 
Groups is to provide spiritual formation and life change in the context of relationship 
and prayer. These groups involve little or no outside homework.

Marriage & Family

Ben & Emily Croston     
330.417.4902

This group is for married couples of all ages and 
in any stage of life. We meet every other Monday 
evening and rotate between marriage-focused study 
and deeper Biblical study.  We hope to challenge and 
encourage all couples in their marriages no matter 
what obstacles with which they are struggling. 
We also include food and fellowship at all of our 
gatherings, so we hope you can join us! Begins 
Monday, September 11 and is an ongoing group.
Requirements: Bible

Every other Monday, 6:30 pm  E-102  

Child Care: yes

Monday Night Couples Bible Study
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Women
Laura Carmany
 330.575.4184

MOM Connection is geared toward mothers of young 
children from birth to elementary age that enjoy 
connecting with and sharing advice with other moms 
in the same phase of life. This Fall beginning September 
12 we will study Says Who? Finding Freedom From 
What Culture Is Teaching Moms by Karen Stubbs. In this 
Right Now Media study, we will look at lies that moms 
believe and discover what God’s Word says about being 
a woman, a wife, a mom, and your spiritual life. Begins 
Tuesday, September 12 and is an ongoing group. 
Requirements: Bible 

Tuesday, 9:15 am  E-102  

Child Care: yes

Mom Connection

Michelle Wright
330.280.6114

Does your busyness keep you from hearing the 
still, small voice of God’s wisdom and love? We will 
study Present Over Perfect by Shauna Niequist 
and will learn how to slow down, rest, and nurture 
fruitful living. Starting October 18, we will dive into 
Karen Ehman’s Keep It Shut where we will learn 
what the Bible says about the many ways we are to 
use our words and the times when we are to remain 
silent, including interactions with friends, co-
workers, family and strangers as well as words used 
in private, in public, online and in prayer. Begins 
September 13. 
Requirements: Bible, Present Over Perfect study guide 
($8),  Keep It Shut study guide ($6) 

Wednesday, 7:00 pm E-104  

Child Care: yes

Michelle Wright’s Connect Group

Jill Zerchenel This group is open to women of all ages. 

Beginning September 13 through November 1, we will 
be studying the book of Philippians using P.R.A.Y. 
Scripture. See a more in-depth description of 
P. R. A. Y. Scripture on page 34.

Requirements: Bible, Journal

Wednesday, 7:00 pm E-106  

Child Care: yes

P. R. A. Y. Scripture

Monica Middleton
330.212.5471

Join women of all ages as we complete Beth 
Moore’s Entrusted: A Study of 2 Timothy. Paul’s letter 
to his son in the faith is a poignant message of 
encouragement and empowerment. We will be 
challenged to become more deliberate in equipping 
and encouraging others as we navigate our journey 
of faith. Wednesday, September 13 - November 1.
Requirements: Bible, Entrusted  Workbook ($13)

 Wednesday, 6:30 - 8:15 pm L-43 

Child Care: yes

Monica Middleton’s Connect Group
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Norma Sutter
330.244.1770

Jesus knew all 150 psalms intimately, and relied on 
them to face every situation, including his death. In 
this 7-week study we will use selected video sermons 
by Timothy Keller along with his book Songs of Jesus 
to gain wisdom and hope from the Psalms while 
bringing a new level of intimacy in our relationships
with God. This group is limited to 15 people. 
September 11 - October 23.
Requirements: Bible, Book - Songs of Jesus by 
Timothy Keller ($12) 

Monday, 1:00 - 2:30 pm Norma’s home       

Child Care: no   Call for details

Norma Sutter Connect Group
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Laurel Notturno, Darcy 
Friel & Cheryl Linhart

330.268.8119

Join women of all ages as we pray, fellowship, and 
grow in knowledge and grace. September 13 – 
October 25 we will study Wonderstruck: Awaken 
to the Nearness of God. As we develop a renewed 
passion for God, we’ll identify what’s holding us back 
in prayer, learn to find extraordinary moments on 
ordinary days, discover peace from the Father’s love 
for us, and recognize God’s presence all around us.

From November 1 through December 6 we will 
study The Quest: An Excursion Toward Intimacy With 
God, which will continue to reinforce our intimacy 
with God using themes from the Wonderstruck 
lessons. God, who desires to be found, created 
humankind with an innate yearning to know what 
we don’t. Questions are inherent in us as God’s 
image bearers, and are utterly essential to the Quest. 
Both studies include 5 days of homework each week 
with in-class discussion and video.
Requirements:  Bible, Study Guide, Wonderstruck by 
Margaret Feinberg $13, The Quest by Beth Moore $15

Wednesday, 9:00 am       L-42, 43    

Child Care: yes

Wednesday Morning Women's Bible Study

Jeanne Newmeyer & 
Dianna Collins

For women who have lost a spouse through either 
death or divorce. 

Beginning September 10 through November 5, we will 
be studying the book of Philippians using P. R. A. Y. 
Scripture. See a more in-depth description of  P. R. A. Y. 
Scripture on page 34.

Sunday, 9:00 am            E-108     Child Care: yes

P. R.A.Y. Scripture

Men

Shawn Yost & Joel Martin 
330.966.2800

For Men

Beginning September 12  through November 7, we will 
be studying the book of Philippians using P. R. A. Y. 
Scripture. See a more in-depth description of  P. R. A. Y. 
Scripture on page 34.

Requirements: Bible, Journal

Tuesday, 7:00 am       E-104    

P. R. A. Y. Scripture

Stan Hinshaw
330.966.2800

For Men

Beginning September 13 through November 8, we will 
be studying the book of Philippians using P. R. A. Y. 
Scripture. See a more in-depth description of  P. R. A. Y. 
Scripture on page 34.

Requirements: Bible, Journal   

Wednesday, 7:00 am       Café

 

P. R. A. Y. Scripture

Paul Johnson
330.966.2800

This group is for men of all ages to come together and 
study the Word of God. We will apply the Word of God 
to our lives as we share our journey of faith together. It 
takes men of courage to live out our faith in a broken 
world. Join anytime.

Requirements: Bible

Monday, 8:00 pm       L-6

Child Care: no

Journey of  Faith

Paul Johnson & Larry 
Snyder

330.966.2800

This is a time for men to come together for fellowship 
and great food –both physical food and spiritual food 
from the Word of God. We study various books of the 
Bible and currently are in the Gospel of Matthew. Come 
join us if you can! Join anytime.

Wednesday, 7:00 am       Size Matters Restaurant 

        (formerly Blue Fig)

Men’s Wednesday Morning Study
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Open To All 

Pete & Joyce Ross
330.497.0117

This group is for anyone in their 50s and 60s, singles and 
couples, who wants to feel connected to the church, 
but also wants to relate to others in their age group 
and season of life. We are a social group with a variety 
of activities that meets in our home. Fall dates are 
September 23, October 28, and December 2. Please join 
our family for laughter and a great time with people who 
love the Lord.
Requirements: Bible; for adults in their 50’s and 60’s

Saturday, 7:00 pm Leader’s Home  

Child Care: no  Call for details

50 - 60 & Beyond

Yuvonne Millican & Jerry 
Ledgerwood
330.455.5092

CONNECT is for college-age and young adults desiring 
an in-depth, interactive study on the life of Jesus as 
recorded in the Gospel of Luke. Our primary concern 
as we look at the scriptures is to invite the Spirit to 
reveal new truth to our hearts for the purpose of 
transformation. We consistently challenge and inspire 
each other to reach our potential in Christ. We are 
also a group who care deeply for each other in prayer 
and enjoy hanging out together. Please join us! Your 
generation needs you to be strong and courageous!
Begins September 13 and is ongoing. 
Requirements: Bible

Wednesday, 8:30 pm L-6  

Child Care: no  

CONNECT (Young adults)

Glenn Zimmerman
330.407.1790

This group is open to anyone who desires an in-depth, 
expository study of the Bible in community with other 
believers. This Fall, we will be studying the Gospel of 
Matthew. September 13 - November 9.
Requirements: Bible

Wednesday, 7:00 pm E-108 

Child Care: yes  

Glenn Zimmerman’s Connect Group
TJ & Julia McDonald

330.966.2800
Open to all 18-35 year olds wanting to connect through 
worship and study of God’s Word.

Beginning September 11 through October 30, we will 
be studying the book of Philippians using P. R. A. Y. 
Scripture. See a more in-depth description of  P. R. A. Y. 
Scripture on page 34.

Requirements: Bible, Journal

Monday,  7:00 pm Leader’s Home 

   Call for details 

P. R. A. Y.  Scripture

Theresa Maxin
330.966.2800

Open to all

Beginning September 13 through November 1, we will 
be studying the book of Philippians using P. R. A. Y. 
Scripture. See a more in-depth description of  P. R. A. Y. 
Scripture on page 34..

Requirements: Bible, Journal

Wednesday,  7:00 pm L-2 

P. R. A. Y. Scripture 

Ben & Emily Croston
330.417.4902

Open to all. Includes a potluck dinner; please bring a 
dish to share.  September 17, October 1,15 & 29 , November 
12 & 26, and December 10.

Beginning September 17 through December 10, we will 
be studying the book of Philippians using P. R. A. Y. 
Scripture. See a more in-depth description of  P. R. A. Y. 
Scripture on page 34.

Requirements: Bible, Journal

Every other Sunday,  5:30 pm Leader’s Home 

    Call for details

P. R. A. Y. Scripture 



Sunday Morning
Sunday morning Connect Groups are designed to complement corporate worship by 
building relationships and furthering your growth as a disciple of Jesus in a small group 
setting. By joining one of our year round Sunday morning Connect Groups you will 
have the opportunity to not only become refreshed, but also to become connected to 
God and His people.

Shawn & Mary Yost 
330.966.2800

Join other young couples as we grow our marriages 
based on a healthy biblical foundation. We will discuss 
topics related to marriage and also incorporate 
bible studies that strengthen our faith. This is a great 
opportunity to connect with other couples as we share 
and laugh together. Begins September 10 and is an 
ongoing group.
Requirements:  Bible, For married couples in their 
mid-20s to early 30s.

Sunday, 9:00 am       E-102    

A Love Story
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Melissa Millican
330.966.2800

Join young adults for reflection and discussion of 
Scripture as we grow deeper in our relationship with 
God. This Fall we will begin Foundations: 260 Day Bible 
Reading Plan for Busy Believers by Robby and Kandi 
Gallaty. With Foundations, you can read through the 
key, foundational passages of the Bible in one year, 
while still having the flexibility of reading 5 days per 
week. By using the H.E.A.R. journaling method, you will 
be guided through Highlighting, Explaining, Applying, 
and Responding to passages, allowing for practical 
application throughout the year-long plan. Begins 
September 10 and is an ongoing group. 
Requirements: Bible, Ages 18 - 29 both college and 
career

Sunday, 9:00 am  E-106  

Child Care: yes

Altitude

Theresa Maxin
330.966.2800

For anyone who would like to learn how to lead a 
P. R. A. Y.  Group - Open to all ages. 
September 10 - October 29.

See a more in-depth description of  P. R. A. Y. Scripture 
on page 34.

Sunday, 9:00 am    L-6        Child Care: yes

P. R.A.Y. Scripture Leadership

Jim & Adelle Yost
330.832.1052

We are a group of senior adults who meet weekly to 
study the Word of God and encourage and pray for one 
another. This Fall we will study the book of Colossians. 
September 11 - December 18.
Requirements: Bible, Senior adult

Monday,  10:00 am L-41 

Child Care: no  

Jim & Adelle Yost’s Connect Group

Herb & Norma Sutter and 
Dave & Elaine Griswold

330.244.1770
330.494.8449

We are a group of senior adults who actively encourage 
and support each other through Bible study, prayer and 
fellowship for the purpose of building strong individuals 
in Christ and to grow in our relationships as men and 
women of God. We meet weekly in our homes to share 
insights, our lives, food and fun. Join anytime. 
Begins September 12.
Requirements: Bible

Tuesday,  7:00 pm Call for group locations 

Child Care: no  

House-to-House

Dave & Elaine Griswold
330.494.8449

Join other adults as we direct our prayers to God’s throne 
in an atmosphere of sharing, worship and prayer where 
we bring heaven to earth and God gives us prayers of 
His heart to pray, including prayers for our church, our 
leadership, and His Church at large. Join anytime. 
Begins September 11.

Monday,  7:00 pm E-104 

Child Care: no  

Pause for Prayer
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Ron Crock
330.284.5866

We are a group of people who love First Friends Church. 
We are of all ages and faith backgrounds and love to 
delve into current topics of interest. We have fellowship 
together as we learn more about the love of God and 
how we are called to be light in a dark world. Come with 
an open mind and heart as we seek the Holy Spirit to fill 
us to overflowing. Begins September 10 and is ongoing.
Requirements: Bible

Sunday, 10:30 am  E-102  

Child Care: yes

Firm Foundation

Ryan & Rachel Farr
330.550.3913

This Connect Group is for married couples with children 
from pre-school through elementary school. This Fall we 
will complete a verse-by- verse look at the book of Jonah 
using the Right Now Media curriculum by Eric Mason. 
The story of Jonah gives us a picture of a man on the run 
due to his own selfish desires. Instead of showing mercy 
to his enemies, he determined to keep God’s grace to 
himself rather than share it with those he considered 
undeserving. This study offers a profound glimpse into
the conflict that occurs when God calls resistant believers 
to his mission. Can you relate? Begins September 10 and is 
ongoing.
Requirements: Bible, Study Guide (Jonah by Eric Mason)

Sunday, 9:00 am  L-42  

Child Care: yes

Farr Out Marrieds
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Roger & Laura Foote
330.966.2800

What does it mean to know God personally? To hear 
His voice? To feel His presence? To be led by the 
Spirit? Come and join us as we seek to understand 
what scripture says regarding these questions and 
knowing God personally. This semester we will focus on 
understanding and getting to know the person of the 
Holy Spirit. Begins September 10 and is ongoing. 

Requirements: Bible

Sunday, 9:00 am  L-1  

Child Care: yes

It’s Personal

Charles & Paula Englehardt 
330.699.5624

Between Friends is a Sunday morning Connect Group 
that is open to anyone and that is together for the long 
term to build relationships. Our times together promote 
a personal relationship with Jesus through Bible 
teaching focused on changing hearts. It is our goal to be 
transformed by the Holy Spirit from the inside out and to 
be equipped to live out and share the Good News that 
can transform the home and world. This Fall we will learn 
about making wise decisions when faced with endless 
demands using Lysa Terkeurst’s book The Best Yes. Begins 
September 10 and is ongoing. 
Requirements: Bible, for adults

Sunday, 10:30 am  L-3  

Child Care: yes

Between Friends

Herb Sutter
330.244.1770

Join us as we study God’s Word, apply it to life, and 
encourage each other in our walk with Christ. God has 
a wonderful and fulfilling vision for your life. Together 
we will focus on areas to consider in discerning God’s 
will and how our response can make all the difference. 
Begins September 10 and is ongoing. 
Requirements: Bible, for adults

Sunday, 10:30 am  L-41  

Child Care: yes

Celebrate Life

Jeff & Julie Schumacher
and Jason & Molly Yost

330.494.1058

This Fall beginning September 10 we will study 7 Rings of 
Marriage by Jackie Bledsoe. Married life can be the best 
life, no matter what stage of marriage you may be living. 
This study equips couples to enjoy a lasting and fulfilling 
marriage through every “ring” or phase that all marriages 
have in common. Whether you are an engaged, 
newlywed or long-time married couple, please join us 
to gain practical advice needed to enrich your marriage 
through every ring. This group is ongoing. 
Requirements: Bible

Sunday, 9:00 am  L-41  

Child Care: yes

Couples of  Promise
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Greg Roth
330.454.4100

Growing Disciples is an adult Sunday School class 
made up of couples and single adults. We are open to 
anyone interested in studying God’s Word. We use our 
denomination’s Illuminate Bible study series, and this Fall 
will begin a series of fifty-two lessons in four studies, all 
from the life of Jesus. This Fall we will study the Gospel 
of Matthew and compare with verses from the Old 
and New Testaments with a focus on Finding Purpose 
Together. Subsequent studies will look at Understanding 
the Way of Jesus, Learning to Live, and Learning to Love. 
Begins September 10 and is ongoing.

Requirements: Bible

Sunday, 10:30 am  L-6  

Child Care: yes

Growing Disciples

Paul Johnson &
Steve Robinson

330.966.2800

Transformation should be the goal of every true disciple 
of Jesus Christ.  Transformation comes at a cost and an 
important aspect of transformation is the Word of God.  
The Word of God does several very important things:

1. It reveals the Holy nature and character of God
2. It gives us instructions for Godly living
3. It reveals God’s master plan for the world
4. It tells us what is coming in the future
5. It tells us what is in store for every true disciple

Please join us as we are navigating through the Bible 
and seeking the revelation of what God has for us.  We 
are currently going through the books of 1st and 2nd 
Samuel.  Begins September 10 and is ongoing.
Requirements: Bible

Sunday, 10:30 am  L-2  

Child Care: yes

Go Getters
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Judy Piatt & Tara Beachy
330.875.7353

This class is for women of all ages and all stages of life 
with a hunger for the Word of God. First Love gets its 
name from Revelation chapter 2 as a charge to always 
remember Jesus as our first love. This Fall beginning 
September 10 we will study Free: A Study of Romans 6 
and 7 by Andy Stanley. In this 4-part video series, we 
will learn what to do when you just can’t seem to do 
what you know you ought to do. Beginning October 8 
we will study Restless by Jennie Allen. This 8-part video 
study explores the question, “Do I matter?” Using the 
story of Joseph, Jennie explains how his suffering, gifts, 
story, and relationships fit into the greater story of God-
and how by using the threads of your life your story can 
do the same. Begins September 10 and is ongoing.
Requirements: Bible, Restless Study Guide by 
Jennie Allen ($9)

Sunday, 9:00 am  E-104  

Child Care: yes

First Love

Bill & Sherry Patrie
and  Mark & Liz Baker

330.494.5242

It’s no secret that classical Christianity is under attack 
from all angles. From school to work to friends and 
social media sources, the claims of Christ followers 
are under direct attack. Are you prepared to take on 
these challenges? Just as importantly, are your children 
equipped with the proper tools and information to 
effectively answer the tough questions that come 
their way? Keeping Your Kids On God’s Side will replace 
doubts with confidence and will provide Christians of 
all ages with the information necessary to respond to 
the challenges to their faith. Begins September 10 and is 
ongoing.
Requirements: Bible, 

Sunday, 10:30 am  L-43  

Child Care: yes

For Christ

Peter & Paula Guiler Open to young adults ages 18-23

Beginning September 10, we will be studying the book 
of Philippians using P. R. A. Y. Scripture. See a more in-
depth description of  P. R. A. Y. Scripture on page 34.

Sunday, 11:30 am  E-104  

P. R.A.Y. Scripture College/Career



Mark & Christy McGuier
and Bob & Amy Smith

Too much of today’s Christian parenting is based 
on fear: fear of the world . . . fear of America’s liberal 
culture . . . fear of other parents’ and the church’s 
opinions. Grace based parenting, on the other hand, 
relies on God’s love, replicates His forgiveness and 
commitment to His children, and displaces fear as 
a motivator for every behavior. Tim Kimmel’s Grace 
Based Parenting will provide a blueprint for building 
confident, courageous, cooperative, well- rounded and 
loving kids.  September 10 - December 17.
Requirements: Bible

Sunday, 9:00 am  L-43  

Child Care: yes

Parents of  Teens

Jerry & Tammy
Ledgerwood
330.966.0068

The PRAY Sunday morning group is for anyone desiring 
an in-depth, interactive Bible study. This Fall we will 
continue our study of the life of Jesus as recorded in the 
Gospel of Luke. We are not as concerned about getting 
through the gospel of Luke as we are the Gospel of Luke 
getting through us. We are always looking for ways to 
challenge our understanding of Jesus and how to best 
apply new revelation to our current walk with Him. 
We are also a group who care deeply for each other in 
prayer. Most of us are sandwiched between concerns 
for aging parents and the joys and challenges of young 
grandchildren. Begins September 10 and is ongoing.
Requirements: Bible

Sunday, 10:30 am  E-108  

Child Care: yes

Jerry & Tammy Ledgerwood’s PRAY Group
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Cheryl Phillips
& Mike Miller
330.647.3174

We are group of single adults (age 40+) who come 
together for prayer and the study of God’s Word. Our 
focus is on Christ and caring for and encouraging one 
another in good and bad times. We take comfort in 
Paul’s words that as singles we are better able to focus 
on how we can serve Christ. Whether content with 
singleness or not, you are welcome to join us as we seek 
to follow Christ. This group is ongoing. 
Requirements: Bible

Sunday, 9:00 am  E-113        Child Care: yes

Singles With Purpose

Phil & Mandi Johnson
330.232.1410

This group is for couples married 5 or less years, with or 
without children, and who desire to grow stronger in 
their faith journey, learn more about biblical intimacy, 
and develop skills for overcoming adversity in marriage. 
This Fall we will use Dr. Emerson Eggerichs Love & 
Respect. A wife has one driving need - to feel loved. 
When that need is met, she is happy. A husband has 
one driving need to feel respected. When that need is 
met, he is happy. When either of these needs isn’t met, 
things get crazy. Love and Respect reveals why spouses 
react negatively to each other, and how they can deal 
with such conflict quickly, easily, and biblically.
September 10 - December 17 and is ongoing.
Requirements: Bible

Sunday, 9:00 am  E-112  

Child Care: yes

The Honeymooners

Sandy Stark
330.715.0905

Join this interactive group filled with discussion, 
demonstrations, and visual aids as we seek to encourage 
one another to Just Reach Up to God in prayer as He 
reaches down to us. We will use God’s Word as a basis for 
prayer, and we’ll discuss practical strategies for a more 
effective prayer life. The class will use each section in the 
Lord’s Prayer as a template. Discussion is also structured 
around a provided outline found in the Just Reach Up 
booklet. The booklet can be previewed at the Welcome 
Center, so stop by to glance through the content. 
Participants will receive their own personal copy on the 
first day of class. Dynamic prayer is not for the elite and 
the exceptional, but for those who will Just Reach Up. 
September 10 - December 17.
Requirements: Bible, study guide

Sunday, 9:00 am  L-3  

Child Care: yes

Just Reach Up

Randy & Susan Morgan; 
Scott and Faye Callahan; 
Patrick & Kari Willoughby

For Parents of elementary - middle school 
aged children

Beginning September 10, we will be studying the 
book of Philippians using P. R. A. Y. Scripture. See 
a more in-depth description of  P. R. A. Y. Scripture 
on page 34.

Requirements: Bible, Journal

Sunday, 9:00 am  L-2  

P. R.A.Y.



Sunday Morning 
Preschool – Kindergarten 9:30 and 11:00 am
Elementary 9:30 am
Our children will experience lessons through hands-on, age appropriate activities 
designed to get them into the Bible. Children will see the whole Bible and how 
God’s Big Story connects to their own story. God will be the center of every lesson. 
We will create space for worship. Our lessons will encourage our children to 
respond to God through the Holy Spirit.
Elementary 11:00 am
Children are invited to attend and participate in the beginning part of the church 
worship service. They will be dismissed to their Children’s Church classes from 
there. Children’s Church will give them the opportunity to strengthen their 
relationship with God and others.

Christian Life Club
Wednesdays, 7:00 pm
Christian Life Club, or CLC, is an activity based midweek opportunity for children 
ages 3 through 5th grade. We praise God through music and enjoy a Bible 
lesson in Chapel each week. Miss Tammy leads Preschool Chapel and Miss Kris 
leads Elementary Chapel. Children will participate in various activities in their 
classrooms.

Children’s Choirs
Wednesdays, 6:00 pm
For those who enjoy singing to Jesus we give the opportunity to join our choirs. 
-  4’s, 5’s, kindergartners and 1st graders meet in E-122 with Miss Glenda
-  2nd – 6th grade meet in E-110 with Miss Tammy

Children’s Ministry Important Dates
September
 13  CLC and Choir begins
 
October
 25   Harvest Party

November
 22   No CLC and Choir (Thanksgiving)

December
                  13   Last night for CLC and Choir

Tammy Forsythe
Children's Ministry
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Greenhouse 242, is the name of our Middle School Ministry and is for 6th to 8th graders.  
Our purpose is to make an environment for youth to grow into devoted followers of 
Jesus. 

Acts 2:42 says that, “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.”  We believe that by students 
growing in their devotion in these areas, God produces fruit in their lives. Fruit from 
God is what we want our students to experience, and for their love and knowledge of 
Him to grow. 

Come join us as we build friendships, have fun, study the Bible, and allow God to grow 
us into the people He desires us to be. 

 - Sunday in Room E-101 from 9:00 - 10:15 am

 - Wednesday in Room E-101 from 6:30 - 8:30 pm

 - Monthly Bible Studies, Bonfires, Movies, and Family Challenge Nights.

 - Special Events will include Progressive Dinners, Nerf Wars, Middle School   
                   Mud Retreat (RUOK), and service opportunities.

For more information on our programming and events throughout the year, please visit 
our website at greenhouse242.com

For any questions you might have, feel free to contact Ben Croston at 
bcroston@firstfriends.org

Ben Croston
Middle School Youth
Ministry
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Scott Calhoun
High School Youth
Ministry

Vision & Mission:  To awaken a generation of students to know Jesus 
as savior, grow in Jesus, and serve like Jesus. 

We achieve this by providing and engaging effective programs that promote 
spiritual growth, teach God’s word, and encourage evangelism and service within 
the church and community. See details below:

Regular Programming
 Sunday - Room E-111 from 9:00 - 10:15 am 
   Join us for worship and a relevant message to help you grow in your faith  
 and experience a friendly, fun, and exciting atmosphere

 Wednesday - Room E-111 from 7:00 - 8:30 pm
   Beginning in September: Come experience a high-energy night of worship,  
 games,  and a relevant teaching. You may also participate in a small group  
 Bible study. 

 Gear Up Team
   This ministry equips and empowers students to lead. The Gear Up Team is
 encouraged to cast vision and implement it, knowing that they are   
 empowered by the Holy Spirit and supported by those around them. More  
 information to come.
 
 Sent
 Saturday mornings throughout the year, join us each month as we go to  
 various ministry locations in the Canton community and serve those with  
 our time and talents.

 

For additional ministry events and information go to warehouse514.org, or contact 
Scott Calhoun at scalhoun@firstfriends.org.

Important Dates: Youth Explosion  November
           Up All Night  December
           Winter Retreat  January
           Winter Jam   March
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Shawn Yost
Marriage & Family 
Ministry

Vision Statement 
Discipling couples to experience and then pass on Christ’s transforming
power in their marriage and family.

Strong marriages are the foundation of a strong family. Strong families are the 
foundation of a strong church and community. First Friends Church is committed to 
encouraging and equipping couples to build strong marriages through the following 
ministries: Premarital Classes and Mentoring, Marriage Counseling, Connect Groups, 
Marriage Retreats and Family Events.

We believe so strongly in the preparation for marriage that we require the following 
of all couples planning on being married by any of our First Friends pastors:

 1. A personal commitment to Jesus Christ as savior

 2. Regular attendance in worship services

 3. “Before You Say I Do” Classes – Four sessions (Sunday, January 15)

 4. Six sessions with a mentor couple  

Paul Johnson
Senior Adult 
Ministry

The Senior Ministry of First Friends Church is designed to bring together adults 
age 60 and over into community in order to develop relationships and faith of our 
participants. We do this through various activities, which include Bible studies, trips 
and outings, monthly luncheons, and special events. We encourage any and all who are 
included in this age group to become involved in our ministry so that together we can 
form a strong bond of believers to support our church and each other.  

Senior Ministry Important Dates: 
September 17 / 6 pm  Fall kick-off.  Special guest Michael Lair

October 14 / 6 pm  Game Night

November 11 / 11:30 am  Senior Luncheon (to be finalized, likely Richard Haldi)

December 16 / 11:30 am   Glen Oak Drifters
 

Important Dates: Marriage Date Night October 13
           Marriage Retreat February 23-15
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Theresa Maxin
Women's Ministry

Our Mission
To see women transformed into the likeness of our Savior Jesus Christ in their 
heart, in their home and in their world.

Our Vision
Women loving God and one another.

“And they will be called oaks of righteousness, a planting of the Lord for the 

display of His splendor.”  Isaiah 61:3b

Important Date
Black & White Girls Night
September 9 
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Our Mission
To educate and involve the Church body in adoption, foster and orphan care in our 
community and throughout the world, embracing a spirit of adoption according to 
biblical principles.

Our Vision
-  To educate the church body in adoption, foster and orphan care in our      
community and throughout the world.
- To involve families in the biblical mandates of providing for children through 
adoption, foster care or care of orphans on an international level.
- To create a "spirit of adoption", understanding and community of support for 
those who are called and choose to provide direct care for these children.

If you are interested in joining our ministry team or have questions regarding 
fostecare or adoption please contact Paula Gates: 330.417.9646

Important Date: Adoptive and Kinship Mothers Retreat 
                                                       September 15-17

We are committed to equipping men to become “disciples of Jesus", and then to 
make disciples, who make disciples. We want to be men of integrity, grounded 
in God's Word, devoted to prayer, accountable to one another, committed to our 
families, and raising up the next generation of leaders.

Opportunities to join us:
 - Men’s Connect Groups: Bible studies/Connect Groups
 - Quarterly fellowship breakfast
 - Quarterly service projects and special events
For more information on men's ministries, activities and upcoming events at FFC, 
email Pastor Shawn Yost at syost@firstfriends.org.

Shawn Yost
Adoption-Foster 
Ministry

Shawn Yost
Men's Ministry
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offers opportunities for health, fitness, friendship, fun, competition, venue for outreach, and  
spiritual development for the whole family in an inviting, Christ-centered atmosphere.

Ryan Farr
Pastor of 
Sports Ministry 

Melissa Millican
Assistant Coordinator
of Sports Ministry 

Risa Blyer
Director of 
Administration
for Sports Ministry

Nick Campanelli
Sports Ministry
Program Coodinator 
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August-December
Basketball
Boys and Girls (Grades 2-6)
Men’s (Age 18+ &amp; 40+)
Men’s Bring Your Own Team
Women’s (Age 18+)
Volleyball
Adult Co-ed (18+)
Arts Academy
Traditional, Specific and Hip Hop Dance 
Classes Age 3-17
Drawing Classes Age 6-17
Drama Classes Age 6-17
Cheer
Girl’s Cheerleading (Gr K-6)
Soccer
Youth Co-Ed (ages 4-15)
Flag Football
Youth Age Gr K-6
Men’s Age 18+
Softball
Co-Ed Age 15+
Fall Sports Sunday – Date TBD

January-May
Basketball
Boys (Grades 7-8)
Boys & Girls Clinic (Grades K-1)
Men’s (Age 18+ &amp; 40+)
Women’s (Age 18+)

March-August
Basketball
Boys (Grades 9-12)
Men’s (Age 18+)
Women’s (Age 18+)
T-Ball
Boys Girls (Age 5 & 6)
Baseball
Boys (Age 7-14)
Softball
Girls Fast Pitch (Age 7-11)
Men’s (Age 15+)
Sand Volleyball
Adult Co-Ed Sand (Age 18+)
High School Co-Ed Sand (Gr 9-12)
Soccer
Boys and Girls (Age 4-15)
Lacrosse
Boys and Girls (Gr K-12)
Summer Sports Sunday – Date TBD

Volleyball
Girls (Grades 2-12)
Adult Co-ed (18+)
Arts Academy
Traditional, Specific and Hip Hop Dance 
Classes Age 3-17
Drawing Classes Age 6-17
Drama Classes Age 6-17
Winter Sports Sunday – Date TBD

First
Friends
Sports

firstfriendssports.com     |     email  sports@firstfriends.org     |     phone   330.966.6868All Out Sports 
Online

Registration
firstfriendssports.com

Summer Camps
Volleyball
Co-Ed (Gr 3-8)
Basketball
Co-Ed (Gr K-6)

Boys (Gr 7-8)
Arts Academy
Traditional and Hip Hop Dance 
Classes (Age 3-17)
Drawing Classes Age 6-17
Cheer Camp
Girls (Gr K-6)

August 26 / Community Fun Day
August 27 /  Water Baptisms

September 1 - 3 / Family Camp
September 3 / Fall Worship Schedule Begins
September 9 / Black & White Girls Night (Women’s Ministry)
September 13 / Wednesday night Connect Groups & CLC begin
September 15 / Adoptive & Kinship Mother’s Retreat 

October 1 / Child Dedication
October 13 / Marriage Date Night
October 19 / Celebrate Recovery Begins
October 25 / CLC Harvest Party
October 29 / Mission Sunday (51 Generosity Giving)

November 15 / Last week for Connect Groups
November 22 / No Classes (Thanksgiving)

December 10 / Christmas Concert
December 13 / Last Night for CLC
December 24 / Christmas Eve Morning Worship Service
                                Christmas Eve Candle Light Services
December 31 / New Year’s Eve Morning Worship Service



5455 Market Ave N, Canton, OH 44714
330. 966.2800


