
First Friends Church 
New Summer Worship Schedule 2017  

Isaiah 43: 18 “Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past.  
19 See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? 

* Beginning Sunday, June 4 we are moving from three (3) morning worship services to  
   two (2) services for the summer and the new times will be 8:30am and 10:00am.  

Summer Worship Schedule - F.A.Q.’s: 

Why make changes this summer? Our elders and staff have been praying and listening for the 
Holy Spirit to lead us as a church. God has given us a new vision to Transform the Heart, 
Transform the Home, Transform the World and we believe this summer is the time  
to come together and introduce some new things that may help us better achieve our Mission to 
Build mature followers of Jesus in the Church and home.  

Summer “Family” Worship: We believe it is part of our mission as a church, to help 
families encounter God together to encourage spiritual conversations in the home. This 
summer we are dedicating ourselves to seeking God in worship and prayer together as 
families. We are inviting our middle school and high school students to worship, pray, 
and serve with us on Sunday mornings instead of having their own separate youth 
worship service at 9:30am. Our youth ministries will continue to provide weekly 
opportunities to meet together on Wednesdays and other events.  

Summer Schedules: God is doing some great things right now in our church as we have 
been emphasizing listening for God’s voice in P.R.A.Y. Scripture and worship. During the 
summer our worship attendance is lower, especially in our 11:00am worship service, as 
people enjoy the nice weather and travel on vacations. We don’t want to lose spiritual 
momentum we have been experiencing. Our worship center (gym) can accommodate the 
combined totals of our current 9:30 and 11:00am services in the summer and provide a 
more vibrant worship experience for our spiritual “family”.  

Summer Fellowship Opportunities: The summer gives us new opportunities for our 
First Friends “family” to get to know each other better and enjoy fellowship both indoors 
and outdoors. Changing our morning worship times will allow us to have a full 30 
minutes between the 8:30am and 10:00am worship service for coffee and snacks. We are 
also planning several Sundays when you can stay after the 10:00am worship service and 
enjoy lunch and fellowship in our outdoor pavilion. 

When will preschool and elementary children have Sunday School classes? 
 8:30am Worship (Revised)  – We will offer childcare for children 4 years and  

under. We invite all other children to worship with their families. 
10:00am Worship - We will offer children’s Sunday School classes at the 10:00am  



worship time in the same format as our current 9:30am Sunday School. There will 
be no Children’s Church at 11:00am because we will not be meeting for worship 
at that time. 

Of course, children are always encouraged to be in any of our worship services with their 
parents because we believe they need to see adults model worship and prayer to 
encounter God! 

What are the differences between the 8:30am worship service and the 10:00am? 
The 8:30am worship service will be one hour and more quiet and reflective in musical 
style, similar to the current 8:15 service. The 10:00am service will be one hour and 
fifteen minutes and more celebratory, similar to our current 9:30 and 11:00am services. 
We encourage you to try them both out this summer. 

** Friends, we realize these changes affect everyone’s schedule and want to assure you we 
have discussed and prayed about this very thoroughly. We are asking for you to join us in 
prayerful expectation for the Spirit of God to move powerfully among us this summer and 
to have grace for one another as we ask God to do a “new thing”! 

  

Other Summer Calendar Events:  

June 2-3 – “Grandparenting Matters” – We are hosting the first regional conference of its  
kind with nationally known speakers Larry Fowler and Wayne Rice.  The purpose is to 
give grandparents a vision and resources to support and encourage faith in the homes of 
their grandchildren. Another way to help families Transform the Home. 

June 18 – Father’s Day 
June 25 – Fellowship lunch in the pavilion – 11:30am (after 10:00am worship service) 
June 26-30 – Vacation Bible School 
July 2 – Sports Sunday – Families from our summer sports ministry will be our guests! 
July 23 – Annual Conference for Eastern Region Friends Churches – We will add an  

additional worship service that day at 11:15am for 90 of our Friends Pastors, elders,  
and conference attenders. You are welcome to join us that day for a glimpse into our 
greater Friends “family”. 

July 30 - Fellowship lunch in the pavilion – 11:30am after 10:00am worship service 
August 13 – Outdoor Worship in the Pavilion – Our gym floor is being refinished. 
August 20 – Water Baptisms 
August 26 (Saturday) – Community Fun Day – Amazing outreach for our community. 
September 1-3 – Annual Family Camp at Camp Gideon 

Acts 2:42 “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship,  
to the breaking of bread and to prayer.”


