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 “All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, and to fellowship, and to 

sharing in meals, and to prayer. A deep sense of awe came over them all . . .” Acts 2:42

Connect Groups are at the heart of our ministry here at First 

Friends. In a large church we need smaller groups to help us connect 

relationally with other disciples of Jesus. These groups become like 

“family” as we grow spiritually together and care for one another. 

Some of our Connect Groups are ongoing to provide stability and 

consistency of relationship, and other groups change each semester. 

The Bible is very clear that spiritual growth happens best in close 

relationship with other believers. In our society where individualism 

and isolation keep us from growing spiritually together I encourage 

and challenge you to join a group this fall! This will deepen your 

connection to Jesus and our First Friends “family”.

Praying for the Holy Spirit to move in you and our entire church!

Blessings,

Stan Hinshaw
Lead Pastor

Transform: Make a thorough or dramatic change in form, appearance, or character.
In Romans 12:1-2, the Apostle Paul says, “Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.”

Offering ourselves as a living sacrifice to God takes a deliberate, thought out choice of our will. It is much easier said than done! Our world is continually pressing in on us to conform to its standards and philosophies. As followers of Jesus Christ we are challenged to live in the world with its continual changes, yet not adapt and become like it. 
The scripture tells us to be transformed by the renewing of our minds so that we can test and approve what God’s will is for our lives - His good, pleasing and perfect will. Before we can know the good, pleasing and perfect will of God, Paul commends us to be transformed by the renewing of our minds. We cannot have our minds changed unless we offer it an environment to change!A Connect Group environment allows that to happen. At First Friends we desire to see you transformed from the inside out. We want to see you live out God’s good, pleasing and perfect will. The way we grow and mature is by being in the Word of God with the Spirit of God leading us so that He is able to transform our thinking to live a Godly life. 

Our hope is that you find a Connect Group or study where you can grow in your relationship with Jesus. In the following pages are groups and ministries that can help guide you in greater transformation.

Being transformed with you,

Theresa Maxin
Director of Connect Groups and Women’s Ministry

Theresa Maxin
Connect Groups &
Women's Ministry

330.966.2800
tmaxin@firstfriends.org
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We are so glad
     you are here.

Are you looking for
the next step in your

spiritual journey

Starting Point: This class is for people who are 
curious about God, have a new relationship 
with Jesus Christ, or are returning to church 
after being away for a while. TBA

Belong Class: This class is a part of our 
membership process where we explore what 

it means to be part of First Friends Church and the 
body of Christ. Belong weekend sessions are a requirement 

for those interested in becoming a member of First Friends 
Church. This two-day class will be held March 17 & 18. See page 

7 for more information.

(see Directory for all classes and ministries) 
Winter semester begins January 15, 2017 
Age specific classes and ministries
Adult Connect Groups
Adult Elective Classes
Children and Adult Sunday morning classes

Seekers

Believers Way (Core Classes)

Growing Believers

Financial Peace University: Dave Ramsey's Financial Peace 
University is a life changing program that trains and educates in the 
handling of money and finances in a biblical and practical manner. 
This class begins Wednesday, January 18 and ends March 15. 

Foundations “Rooted and Grounded”: This class is designed to 
give you biblical Christ-centered foundations to build upon. This 
eight week course will focus on the basic tenets and doctrines of 
the Christian faith. This class begins Wednesday, January 18.

S.H.A.P.E. Author Erik Rees helps you discover God’s unique 
purpose for your life based on the way God has shaped you. In 
this class you will uncover the secrets of your own deeply personal 
makeup. This class will be offered in the Fall of 2017.

At First Friends Church, we desire to see you grow and thrive in your personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ. Wherever you are in your journey with Him we believe 
that a spiritual “road map” will help you become who Christ has called you to be for 
Him. This guide is recommended to every believer, young and old, to keep you moving 
along life’s path.
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Core Classes . . .

Leader: Dave Williams
 330.808.3905

This life-changing class by Dave Ramsey and the FPU 
teaching team on video and coordinated by the First Friends 
Stewardship Ministry team will help you achieve your 
financial goals by showing you how to eliminate debt, save for 
the future, and give like never before. Be motivated to make a 
plan for your money and change your family tree forever. This 
class begins Wednesday, January 18 and ends March 15. 
Requirements: You will need to purchase an FPU kit on-line or 
at the first class for $99.

Wednesday, 7:00 pm L-42  Child Care: yes

Financial Peace University
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Leader: Pastor Stan Hinshaw
 330.966.2800

If you are interested in becoming a member of First Friends 
Church, this class is a requirement. We will meet for a two-day 
weekend and explore what it means to be part of First Friends 
Church and the body of Christ. Schedule: Friday, March 17, 7 - 
9 pm and Saturday, March 18, 9 am - 12 pm.
Requirements: Bible

Friday & Saturday,  E-102  Child Care: no

Belong (Membership Class)

Leaders: Laura & Roger Foote This class is designed to give you biblical Christ-centered 
foundations to build upon. This eight-week course will focus 
on the basic tenets and doctrines of the Christian faith.  This 
class begins Wednesday, January 18.
Requirements: Bible

Wednesday, 7:00 pm L-6  Child Care: yes

Foundations “Rooted and Grounded”

Core Classes are for the purpose of communicating essential information we believe is necessary 
to live as a disciple of Jesus within the “family” of First Friends Church. Together the five courses 
form a foundation of what you believe, why you believe it, and how to serve and support the 
body of Christ. Believers at all levels of maturity, those new to First Friends, and those returning 
to church after being away for awhile, will benefit from these courses: Belong (our membership 
process), Financial Peace University, Foundations, SHAPE, and Starting Point.

The Winter 2017 Connect Group Semester begins Sunday, January 15, and concludes April 26. Connect 
Groups meet weekly unless otherwise designated. Please call your group leader to confirm the starting date 
and time of your particular group.
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Core Classes continued . . .

Leaders: TBA Author Erik Rees helps you discover God’s unique purpose for 
your life based on the way God has shaped you. In this class 
you will uncover the secrets of your own deeply personal 
makeup. Available during the fall semester.
Requirements:  Bible and S.H.A.P.E. book available the first 
night.

S.H.A.P.E.

Leader: Leader TBA
 

This class is for people who are curious about God, have a 
new relationship with Jesus Christ, or are returning to church 
after being away for a while. Available during the fall semester.

Starting Point

Electives . . . (begin, Wednesday, January 18)

Elective courses are formed and led by mature believers for those desiring in-depth study of the 
Bible. These classes are long term (10 or more weeks) with an end and start date, and typically 
incorporate self-study, reading and/or weekly homework.

Leader: Beth Shelton
 330.268.3782

Have you ever thought about what happens when you die?  
“Location, Location, Location” has never mattered more when 
choosing eternity. This class will address eternal security, 
the overcomer, matters of inheritance, and what happens in 
heaven and hell. The choices and decisions we make during 
our short life on earth will determine how we live as Citizens 
of Eternity. Begins Wednesday, January 18.
Requirements: Bible or device

Wednesday, 7:00 pm L-43  Child Care: yes

Citizens of Eternity

Leader: Bill Patrie
 330.494.5242

Ever wonder how the 66 books in the Bible came to be? 
Why the president swears into office on a different Bible?  
What about the time between the Old and New Testaments?  
Why do we have so many versions? Join us as we delve into 
how God’s Word, the Bible, became what it is today. Begins 
Wednesday, January 18.
Requirements: Bring your Bible.

Wednesday, 7:00 pm L-41  Child Care: yes

How We Got the Bible

Leader: Shawn Yost
 330.966.2800

It's hard enough to train kids to behave, but good behavior 
isn't what Jesus calls for in the Bible. He wants hearts and 
souls that are shaped in vibrant faith and love toward God 
and others. How can parents cultivate this in their children?
Spiritual Parenting is a six-part DVD series that empowers 
parents to be the primary nurturers of their children's faith 
and teaches them how to create a home environment 
God can use to work in their children's lives. Families will 
be transformed as they learn how to create space for God-
encounters in everyday life. Begins Wednesday, January 18.

Requirements:  Bible

Wednesday, 7:00 pm E-102  Child Care: yes

Spiritual Parenting

Leader: Shawn Yost
 330.966.2800

Gary Thomas believes couples often settle for too little when 
it comes to marriage. We fail to understand how deeply 
God cares about our spouse. We diminish our need not 
only to understand what biblical love really is, but also to 
become a people who excel at it. We let ourselves drift apart 
instead of making the daily choices to grow closer together. 
Whether your marriage needs a complete makeover, a 
touch up, or just a new purpose, A Lifelong Love promises 
to set your relationship on an entirely new dimension. This 
study will guide you through the power shifts and seasonal 
minefields so that you can grow in your love instead of in 
your disappointment. Begins Wednesday, March 1 after the 
Spiritual Parenting class.
Requirements: Bible

Wednesday, 7:00 pm E-102  Child Care: yes

A Lifelong Love
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Connect Groups . . . (begin, Wednesday, September 18)

Connect Groups are designed to bring individuals together to Connect with Jesus, one another, 
and with First Friends Church. One of the primary reasons for Connect Groups is to provide 
spiritual formation and life change in the context of relationship and prayer. These groups 
involve little or no outside homework.

Marriage & Family

Leaders: Ben & Emily Croston     
 330.417.4902

This group is for married couples of all ages and in any stage 
of life. We meet every other Monday evening and rotate 
between marriage-focused study and deeper Biblical study. 
For the fall semester, we will be studying You and Me Forever 
by Francis Chan. We hope to challenge and encourage 
all couples in their marriages no matter what obstacles 
with which they are struggling. We also include food and 
fellowship at all of our gatherings, so we hope you can join 
us! Begins Monday, January 16.
Requirements: Bible

Monday, 6:30 pm  E-102  Child Care: yes

Monday Night Couples Bible Study

Men

Leaders: Paul Johnson &
                 Larry Snyder
  330.966.2800

This is a men’s study with fellowship and food centered 
on God’s Word. We focus primarily on scripture and have 
energetic spiritual conversations around a table that lasts for 
60 - 75 minutes.

Requirements: Bible    Child Care: no

Wednesday, 7:00 am The Blue Fig
   6041 Whipple Ave NW
   North Canton 44720 

Men's Wednesday Morning Study

Leader: Stan Hinshaw
 330.966.2800

Join Pastor Stan as he leads a pilot group through beta 
testing his new self-authored resource that teaches the 
skills of reading, praying, and hearing God speak through 
the Scriptures in ways that equip you to disciple others. 
These time-tested practices are tools to use in your personal 
time with God AND to provide ways to grow in spiritual 
relationships with others. We will share with each other what 
God is revealing to us personally as we meet together for 
deeper growth. Begins Wednesday, January 25.
Requirements:  Bible

Wednesday, 6:45 am       Coffee Commons   Child Care: no

Pastor Stan's Men's Study

Leader: Shawn Yost
  330.966.2800

Join Shawn as he leads a pilot group through beta testing 
Pastor Stan’s new resource that teaches the skills of reading, 
praying, and hearing God speak through the Scriptures in 
ways that equip you to disciple others. These time-tested 
practices are tools to use in your personal time with God AND 
to provide ways to grow in spiritual relationships with others. 
We will share with each other what God is revealing to us 
personally as we meet together for deeper growth. Begins 
Thursday, January 26.
Requirements:  Bible

Thursday, 6:45 am E-104  Child Care: no

Shawn Yost’s Men’s Connect Group

Open To All

Leaders: Pete & Joyce Ross            
  330.497.0117

This group is for anyone in this age group - singles and 
couples - who want to feel connected to the church, but also 
want to relate to people in their own age group and season 
of life. We are a social group with a variety of activities that we 
do in our home. Come and join our “family” for laughter and a 
great time to be with people who love the LORD.
Requirements: Bible

Saturday, 7:00 pm      2575 Tamworthy Cir NW       Child Care: no
       North Canton

50 - 60 & Beyond
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  330.407.1790
Join others who long to connect to God, one another, 
and the Church through in-depth Bible study, prayer and 
encouragement to one another. All are welcome to attend this 
group as we study Right Now Media’s Romans: The Letter that 
Changed the World. The book of Romans will be used alongside 
this video series. Begins Wednesday, January 18.
Requirements:  Bible

Wednesday, 7:00 pm E-108  Child Care: yes

Glenn Zimmerman's Connect Group

Leader: Jim & Adelle Yost
  330.832.1052

We are a group of senior adults who meet to study the Word 
of God and encourage and pray for one another. We will 
continue to study the book of Ephesians into the first of the 
year and follow it with studying the book of Malachi until 
April. Begins Monday, January 9.
Requirements:  Bible

Monday, 10:00 am L-41  Child Care: no

Jim & Adelle Yost's Connect Group

Leader: Matt & Cindi Sutter
  330.323.5741

Join us as we study Guardrails by Andy Stanley. We will learn 
how to set personal guardrails that keep us from drifting into 
trouble in our relationships, finances, and morals. We also will 
explore how to steer our children and grandchildren away from 
trouble. Begins Wednesday, January 18.
Requirements:  Bible

Wednesday, 7:00 pm E-106  Child Care: yes

Matt & Cindi Sutter's Connect Group

Leaders: Yuvonne Millican &
                 Jerry Ledgerwood     
 330.455.5092

We are a group of career young adults who meet on 
Wednesday evenings for food, fellowship, discussion-
oriented Bible study and prayer. We apply Jesus’ teaching 
to our everyday lives out of Acts 2:42: “They devoted 
themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to 
the breaking of bread and to prayer.” Begins Wednesday, 
January 18.
Requirements: Bible

Wednesday, 8:30 pm L-43  Child Care: no

Connect (Young Adults)

Leaders: Herb & Norma Sutter
            & Dave & Elaine Griswold
 330.244.1770

Group members will actively encourage and support each other 
through Bible study, prayer and fellowship. The goal is to build 
strong individuals in Christ and to grow in our relationships as 
men and women of God as we share our homes, insights, lives, 
food and have fun! Call for more information, group location and 
directions.

Requirements:  Bible

Tuesday, 7:00 pm      910 Laurel Green Dr, NE       Child Care: no
       North Canton

House to House

Leader: Dave & Elaine
                Griswold
  330.494.8449

With the Lord’s leading we are facilitators who direct our prayers 
to His throne. Come to a place where sharing, worship and 
prayer bring heaven to earth and God gives us the prayers of His 
heart to pray. Join other men and women each Monday evening 
as we pray for our church and His Church at large and are 
encouraged and transformed by His presence. Begins Monday, 
January 16.

Wednesday, 7:00 pm E-104  Child Care: no

Pause For Prayer



14      15Sign up for a Connect Group at firstfriends.org/get-involved/connect-groups

C
on

ne
ct

 G
ro

up
s C

onnect G
roups

Alcoholics Anonymous is a fellowship of men and women who 
share their experience, strength and hope with each other so 
that they may solve their common problem and help others to 
recover from alcoholism. This is a closed meeting of Alcoholics 
Anonymous. Attendance is limited to persons who have a 
desire to stop drinking. If you think you have problem with 
alcohol, you are welcome to attend this meeting. We ask that 
when discussing our problems, we confine ourselves to those 
problems as they relate to alcoholism. Free class. 

Monday, 7:00 pm  E-101  Child Care: yes

Alcoholics Anonymous

Support & Recovery

Leader: Dave Williams
 330.808.3905

This 9-week workshop is for anyone who is separated, 
divorced or going through a divorce. Our team will walk with 
you on your journey to healing and hope. Experience and 
learn that there is life after a divorce. All of the leaders have 
experienced the tragedy and the pain that is associated with 
going through a divorce. Here you will find friends, resources 
and support. Cost: $40 and includes the book and workbook. 
Begins March 13.
Requirements:  Separated or divorced adults 

Monday, 6:45 pm        L-42    Child Care: yes

Divorce Recovery

GAMBLERS ANONYMOUS is a fellowship of men and women 
who share their experiences, strength and hope with each other 
so that they may solve their common problem and help others 
to recover from a gambling problem. This is a closed meeting, 
meaning only those with a gambling problem or with a desire 
to stop gambling are eligible to attend and participate. 

Monday, 7:00 pm        E-112    Child Care: yes

Gamblers Anonymous

Leader: Judy Piatt
 330.875.7353

This is a group for women who have experienced 
divorce or marital separation and seek a safe and 
trusting place for support, encouragement, and prayer 
together. "He is my refuge and my fortress, my God, 
in whom I trust"  Psalm 91:2.  Meeting dates: January 9, 
February 13, March 13 & April 10.

Monday, 6:30 pm      E-110    Child Care: yes

Trust

Women

Leader: Julia McDonald
  330.354.3328

This group is designed for women 18-30 years old who want 
to study God’s Word in community with other women. As 
we abide in Christ, we will be empowered and equipped to 
live for Him and to share His message with others. We will be 
studying Matt Chandlers’ series, To Live is Christ, To Die is Gain. 
This 12-week study goes through the book of Philippians and 
describes the transformative power of the Gospel and what it 
means to be a mature Christian. Begins Thursday, January 19.
Requirements: Bible, optional study guide

Thursday, 7:00 pm Julia's House Child Care: yes
   Contact her for details

Julia McDonald's Connect Group

Leader: Laura Carmany
  330.575.4184

Mom Connection is geared toward moms of young children 
from birth to elementary age who enjoy connecting with and 
sharing advice with other moms in the same phase of life. We 
will study a book each semester as well as work on various 
service projects during our time together. (Beginning January 
17) we will study Smart Money Smart Kids by Dave Ramsey. 
Beginning February 22 we will study It Starts At Home by Matt 
Chandler.
Requirements: Bible

Tuesday, 9:15 am  E-102  Child Care: yes

Mom Connection
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Leaders: Theresa Maxin,
                 Laurel Notturno &
                 Emily Marzley
  330.966.2800

Join women of all ages, January 18 through March 1, as we 
study and discuss Gideon: Your Weakness, God’s Strength. 
Completing weekly assignments from the study guide by 
Priscilla Shirer, we will look at the life of Gideon and our own 
lives, doubts, struggles and the possibility that are ours as 
believers. Only with God can our weaknesses surrender to the 
strength of His power.
From March 8 through April 19 we will discuss Lisa Harper’s 
insights from The Gospel of Mark: The Jesus We’re Aching For. 
We will immerse ourselves in Mark’s Gospel where the power 
and authority of Christ are revealed. Here we’ll discuss what it 
means to be the recipients of His abundant compassion and 
the very reason for His all consuming passion.
Requirements:  Bible; Gideon by Priscilla Shirer $13; Gospel of 
Mark by Lisa Harper $13

Wednesday, 8:45 am       L-42, 43    Child Care: yes

Wednesday Morning Women's Bible Study

Sunday Morning Connect Groups

Leaders: Shawn & Mary Yost 
  330.966.2800

Join other young couples, married 3-10 years, as we grow 
our marriages based on a healthy biblical foundation. We will 
discuss topics related to marriage and also incorporate bible 
studies that strengthen our faith. This is a great opportunity to 
connect with other couples as we share and laugh together.
Requirements:  Bible; For couples married 3 to 10 years.

Sunday, 9:30 am       E-112    Child Care: yes

A Love Story

Sunday morning Connect Groups are designed to complement corporate worship by building 
relationships and furthering your growth as a disciple of Jesus in a small group setting. By joining 
one of our year round Sunday morning Connect Groups you will have the opportunity to not only 
become refreshed, but also to become connected to God and His people.

Leader: Norma Sutter
 330.244.1770

As we focus on God’s Word, our hearts and minds are renewed 
and transformed. In exploring what causes anxiety, worry and 
fear, God’s Word shows us His plan and purpose for us giving 
us hope and His strength as we lean on Him. Isaiah 41: 9b-10 
I have chosen you and have not cast you away. Fear not for I 
am with you. I will strengthen you. Yes I will help you and I will 
uphold you with my righteous right hand. Contact Norma for 
her address.
Requirements: Bible

Wednesday, 7:00 pm Norma’s home Child Care: no

Norma Sutter Connect Group

Leader: Michelle Wright
 330.280.6114

In this six-session video Bible study beginning January 18, 
we will explore the roots of rejection; the lies we believe as 
a result; and the truth about who God is, who we are, and 
what it looks like to live loved. Uninvited reminds us we are 
destined for a love that can never be diminished, tarnished, 
shaken, or taken--a love that does not reject or un-invite. 
Beginning March 1, we will dive into The Gospel of Mark study 
by Lisa Harper. This seven-session video study shows us what 
it means to be the recipients of Jesus’ abundant compassion 
and the reason for His all-consuming passion. 
Requirements: Bible; Study guides available in class for $13

Wednesday, 7:00 pm E-104  Child Care: yes

Michelle Wright’s Connect Group - Uninvited

Altitude is measured in reference to a point. In this Sunday 
morning time of reflection and discussion for young adults, 
we try to be high above the world and deeper in relationship 
with God than we were in the past. Come join us as we climb 
this mountain together with scripture as our guide. Be sure to 
bring your Bible.
Requirements: Bible; for Young Adults ages 18 - 29 both  
             college and career.

Sunday, 9:30 am  E-106  Child Care: yes

Altitude

Leaders: Chuck & Paula   
                  Englehardt
   330.699.5624

We are a Connect Group that comes together for mutual 
support, encouragement, and the study of God’s Word. In the 
light of Christ’s call to make disciples (Matthew 29:19) and our 
vision to be transformed through the renewing of our minds 
(Romans 12:1-2), our studies focus on the application of 
scripture to our lives that we would follow Him more closely 
every day and encourage others to do the same.
Requirements: Bible; for adults.

Sunday, 9:30 am  L-3  Child Care: yes

Between Friends
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Leader: Herb Sutter
  330.244.1770

Join other couples as we study God’s Word and share 
insights along with biblically based practical application. 
God has a wonderful and fulfilling vision for your life. 
Together we will focus on areas to consider in discerning 
God’s will and how our response can make all the difference.
Requirements: Bible; for adults.

Sunday, 9:30 am  L-42  Child Care: yes

Celebrate Marriage

Leaders: Jeff & Julia Schumacher  
                    & Jason & Molly Yost
 330.494.1058

This winter beginning January 15 we will study I Am N by 
Voice of the Martyrs. In this powerful video series we will be 
taken into true stories of Christians around the world that 
face persecution for their faith and examine how we respond 
to that spiritually and practically. This study will be followed 
by John Piper’s six-week video study God Is the Gospel. The 
Bible tells us the gospel is good news not because of its many 
peripheral blessings, but because it brings us to God and to 
utter delight in him. Join us as we dynamically explore the 
ultimate good of the good news.
Requirements: Bible and study guide.

Sunday, 9:30 am  L-41  Child Care: yes

Couples of Promise

Leaders: Roger & Laura Foote
                 & Greg & Theresa Maxin
 330.966.2800

This connect group focuses on how we can personally 
encounter Jesus Christ in real, practical, and transformative 
ways. The goal is to inspire us to become more intimate with 
Christ and His Word. Come join us as we study the book 
of Romans, which clearly and systematically outlines vital 
Christian doctrine—essential to victorious Christian living. 
Romans clearly explains God’s grace and justification by 
faith through the completed work of Christ on the Cross 
and teaches us to be led by the Holy Spirit. In studying and 
searching these scriptures, we will surely find and experience 
more of Him whom we love!  
Requirements: Bible; everyone is welcome.

Sunday, 9:30 am  L-1  Child Care: yes

Encountering Jesus

Leaders: Ryan & Rachel Farr
   330.550.3913

This connect group is for building relationship and connection 
among young couples as we intentionally seek to answer the 
question of how do I serve and honor God in my life 24/7?
Winter Curriculums:
    1. Ephesians (J.D. Greear, RightNowMedia) – 9 weeks
    2. Watch Your Tongue (Tony Evans, RightNowMedia) – 
          5 weeks
Requirements: Bible

Sunday, 11:00 am  E-104  Child Care: yes

Farr Out

Leader: Ron Crock
 330.284.5866

We are a group of all ages and faith backgrounds and love 
to delve into current topics of interest. We have fellowship 
together as we learn more about the love of God and how we 
are called to be light in a dark world. Come with an open mind 
and heart as we seek the Holy Spirit to fill us to overflowing.
Requirements: Bible

Sunday, 9:30 am  E-102  Child Care: yes

Firm Foundation

Leader: Judy Piatt
               & Tara Beachy
 330.875.7353

This is a class for women of all ages and stages of life with 
a hunger for the Word of God. First Love gets its name from 
Revelation Chapter 2 as a charge to always remember Christ 
as our First Love. This Winter, January 15 – March 12, we will 
study Resolved by Lina Abujamra. March 19 - May 7, we will 
do Priscillia Shirer’s study The Armor of God. 
Requirements: Bible; Resolved $10, Armor of God $13.

Sunday, 9:30 am  E-104  Child Care: yes

First Love
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Leaders: Bill & Sherry Patrie
                     & Mark & Liz Baker
 330.494.5242

Join us as we explore the Word of God through various bible 
studies. Beginning in January we will study the book of 
Exodus. Men and women of all ages are welcome as we seek 
to learn and encourage one another in the Lord. 
Requirements: Bible; for ages 18 and over.

Sunday, 9:30 am  L-43  Child Care: yes

For Christ

Leaders: Paul Johnson
                 & Larry Snyder
 330.966.2800

Many people say that the symbolism and visions concerning 
the “End of the Age” are too complicated and difficult to 
understand,therefore, why try? It is important to understand 
what God is communicating in His Word. It is written for a 
purpose and the purpose is not to be ignored because it 
seems so complicated. Come join us this winter as we begin 
to achieve some clarity to what is written about the future. 
It will be a fun and informative time in the Word as we gain 
new insights and discover the scriptures in a new way. Begins 
January 8.
Requirements: Bible

Sunday, 9:30 am  L-2  Child Care: yes

Go Getters

Leaders: Greg Roth
 330.454.4100

Growing Disciples is an adult Sunday School class made up of 
couples and single adults. We are open to everyone interested 
in studying God’s Word using our denomination’s adult Bible 
study series from Barclay Press. Starting the first Sunday of 
December we will be studying the Gospel of Mark. 
Requirements: Bible

Sunday, 9:30 am  L-6  Child Care: yes

Growing Disciples

Leaders: Jerry & Tammy
                  Ledgerwood
 330.966.0068

This group is for anyone desiring an in-depth, interactive Bible 
study. We are currently studying the life of Jesus as recorded 
in the book of Luke. We are not as concerned about getting 
through the gospel of Luke as we are the gospel of Luke 
getting through us! We are also a group who care deeply for 
each other in prayer. Most of us are sandwiched between 
concerns for aging parents and the joys and challenges of 
young grandchildren.
Requirements: Bible

Sunday, 9:30 am  L-108  Child Care: yes

P.R.A.Y.

Leaders: Cheryl Phillips
                  & Mike Miller
 330.647.3174

We are a group of singles (age 40+) who come together in the 
study of God’s word and in prayer. We focus on Christ and on 
caring for one another. While our status in life may change, we 
take comfort in Paul’s words that as singles we’re better able 
to focus on how we can please Christ. We love Jesus and seek 
to follow him. Join us as we seek to follow Christ.
Requirements: Bible; single adults age 40+.

Sunday, 9:30 am  E-113  Child Care: yes

Single With Purpose

Leaders: Phil & Mandi Johnson
 330.232.1410

This group is for young couples who have been married for 
less than five years and who desire to grow stronger in their 
faith journey, learn more about Biblical intimacy, and develop 
skills for overcoming adversity in marriage.
Requirements: Bible; married five years or less.

Sunday, 11:00 am  L-43  Child Care: yes

The Honeymooners

Leaders: Clark & Marva Hoopes
 330.452.2658

Join other young married couples meeting weekly for study, 
discussion, and additional fun and fellowship at planned 
special events. 
Requirements: Bible; for couples married 3 - 10 years.

Sunday, 11:00 am  L-41  Child Care: yes

Three Cord Strand



“Transform the Heart…Transform the Home…Transform the World”

Coming in 2017…A New Resource for Our Church!
In addition to all our new Connect Group studies, God is leading me to 
write our own First Friends material for building a vibrant and mature 
relationship with Jesus. This resource will teach the skills of reading, 
praying, and hearing God speak through the Scriptures in ways that 
can be passed on to those around you. These time-tested practices 
are like “tools” to use in your personal time with God AND to provide 
ways to grow in spiritual relationships with others. These spiritual skills 
are like the fundamentals that all athletes, musicians, etc. learn for a 
lifetime of unlimited growth. They are also flexible enough to teach to 
children in a simple form.

New Mission and Vision for First Friends!
We have personalized Jesus’ Great Commission from Matthew 28:19-
20 to “Go and make disciples” by clarifying our church mission as 
“Building mature followers of Jesus through the Church and home.” 
We envision God inviting us to join His work to “Transform the Heart, 
Transform the Home, Transform the World.” This new emphasis 
helps us all see the Home as a primary place of making disciples for 
generations to come. This new resource helps us accomplish the new 
mission and vision.

To Do This I Need Your Help!
My goal is to create a training resource with common practices that 
anyone can use and can pass on to others to “present everyone fully 
mature in Christ” (Col. 1:28). 
I have written the first draft of this material, but need your help with 
input to refine it before creating the final version. 

Will You Commit to Help “Beta” Test This Resource?
I need committed believers to help test this new resource in your 
personal quiet times with God 3-5 times per week and in new pilot 
groups meeting weekly for ten (10) weeks. 

The pilot groups will begin the week of January 22 and conclude the 
week of March 26. Participants will share what God is revealing to each 
of them personally as they meet together for deeper growth. 

We will have a few pilot groups meeting at the church, but you can 
also create your own group by inviting friends or family members to 
meet together on a day and time of your choosing.

For More Information and to Sign Up:
Call the church and ask for Nancy Petroff or email her at
npetroff@firstfriends.org.

With great anticipation,

Pastor Stan

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly…”
    Colossians 3:16
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Greenhouse 242, is the name of our Middle School Ministry and is for 6th to 8th graders.  
Our purpose is to make an environment for youth to grow into devoted followers of 
Jesus. 

Acts 2:42 says that, “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.”  We believe that by students 
growing in their devotion in these areas, God produces fruit in their lives. Fruit from 
God is what we want our students to experience, and for their love and knowledge of 
Him to grow. 

Come join us as we build friendships, have fun, study the Bible, and allow God to grow 
us into the people He desires us to be. 

 - Sunday in Room E-101 from 9:30 - 10:45 am

 - Wednesday in Room E-101 from 6:30 - 8:30 pm

 - Monthly Bible Studies, Bonfires, Movies, and Family Challenge Nights.

 - Fall Special Events will include Progressive Dinners, Nerf Wars, Middle School  
   Mud Retreat (RUOK), and service opportunities.

For more information on our programming and events throughout the year, please visit 
our website at greenhouse242.com

For any questions you might have, feel free to contact Ben Croston at bcroston@
firstfriends.org

Ben Croston
Middle School Youth
Ministry
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Sunday Morning 
Preschool – Kindergarten 9:30 and 11:00 am
Elementary 9:30 am
Our children will experience lessons through hands-on, age appropriate activities designed to 
get them into the Bible. Children will see the whole Bible and how God’s Big Story connects to 
their own story. God will be the center of every lesson. We will create space for worship. Our 
lessons will encourage our children to respond to God through the Holy Spirit.
Elementary 11:00 am
Children are invited to attend and participate in the beginning part of the church worship 
service. They will be dismissed to their Children’s Church classes from there. Children’s Church 
will give them the opportunity to strengthen their relationship with God and others.

Christian Life Club
Wednesdays, 7:00 pm
Christian Life Club, or CLC, is an activity based midweek opportunity for children ages 3 through 
5th grade. We praise God through music and enjoy a Bible lesson in Chapel each week. Miss 
Tammy leads Preschool Chapel and Miss Kris leads Elementary Chapel. Children will participate 
in various activities in their classrooms.

Children’s Choirs
Wednesdays, 6:00 pm
For those who enjoy singing to Jesus we give the opportunity to join our choirs. 
-  4’s, 5’s, kindergartners and 1st graders meet in E-122 with Miss Glenda
-  2nd – 6th grade meet in E-110 with Miss Tammy

Children’s Ministry Imporatnat Dates
January
 11  Family Dinner
 18  Wednesday Evening Programming Resumes
                         Choirs 6:00 – 6:50 pm
        CLC 7:00 – 8:15 pm
April
 9    Palm Sunday - Children will wave palm branches
        during 2nd & 3rd Service
 12  No Choir or CLC – Spring break
 14  Good Friday Service
 15  Easter Egg Hunt, 1:00 pm
 26  Last night of Choir and CLC
May
 7     Children’s Spring Show
June
         26 - 30   Vacation Bible School

Tammy Forsythe
Children's Ministry



26      27Sign up for a Connect Group at firstfriends.org/get-involved/connect-groups

H
ig

h 
Sc

hoo
l Y

ou
th

M
arriage / Seniors

Shawn Yost
Marriage & Family 
Ministry

Vision Statement 
Discipling couples to experience and then pass on Christ’s transforming
power in their marriage and family.

Strong marriages are the foundation of a strong family. Strong families are the foundation 
of a strong church and community. First Friends Church is committed to encouraging and 
equipping couples to build strong marriages through the following ministries: Premarital 
Classes and Mentoring, Marriage Counseling, Connect Groups, Marriage Retreats and 
Family Events.

We believe so strongly in the preparation for marriage that we require the following of all 
couples planning on being married by any of our First Friends pastors:

 1. A personal commitment to Jesus Christ as savior

 2. Regular attendance in worship services

 3. “Before You Say I Do” Classes – Four sessions (Sunday, January 15)

 4. Six sessions with a mentor couple  

Paul Johnson
Senior Adult 
Ministry

The Senior Ministry of First Friends Church is designed to bring together 
adults age 60 and over into community in order to develop relationships and faith of 
our participants. We do this through various activities, which include Bible studies, trips 
and outings, monthly luncheons, and special events. We encourage any and all who are 
included in this age group to become involved in our ministry so that together we can form 
a strong bond of believers to support our church and each other.  

Senior Ministry Kick-off 
 Sunday Sept. 11 at 6:00 PM

Senior Luncheon Schedule
 Saturday Oct. 8  (11:30 am - 1:00 pm)
 Saturday Nov. 12 (11:30 am - 1:00 pm)
 Saturday Dec. 10 (11:30 am - 1:00 pm)

Scott Calhoun
High School Youth
Ministry

Vision & Mission:  To awaken a generation of students to know Jesus as savior, grow in 
Jesus, and serve like Jesus. 

We achieve this by providing and engaging effective programs that promote spiritual 
growth, teach God’s word, and encourage evangelism and service within the church and 
community. See details below:

Regular Programming

 Sunday - Room E-111 from 9:30 - 10:45 am 
   Join us for worship and a relevant message to help you grow in your faith and
   experience a friendly, fun, and exciting atmosphere

 Wednesday - Room E-111 from 7:00 - 8:30 pm
   Beginning August 31: Come experience a high-energy night of worship, games,  
 and a relevant teaching. You may also participate in a small group Bible study
 (Connect Group). 

 Collide/4th Sunday - Room E-111 from 6:00 - 8:30 pm
 High School, Middle School, and Young Adults gather for a Christ-centered night of
 worship and a message that brings insight and perspective to our daily lives. 

For additional ministry events and information go to warehouse514.org, or contact Scott 
Calhoun at scalhoun@firstfriends.org.

Join us for the Marriage Retreat (February 24 - 26) 
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Our Mission
To educate and involve the Church body in adoption, foster and orphan care in our 
community and throughout the world, embracing a spirit of adoption according to 
biblical principles.

Our Vision
 -  To educate the church body in adoption, foster and orphan care in our   
    community and throughout the world.
 - To involve families in the biblical mandates of providing for children through  
    adoption, foster care or care of orphans on an international level.
 - To create a "spirit of adoption", understanding and community of support for  
    those who are called and choose to provide direct care for these children.

If you are interested in joining our ministry team or have questions regarding foster care 
or adoption please contact Paula Gates: 330.417.9646

We are committed to equipping men to become “disciples of Jesus", and then to make 
disciples, who make disciples. We want to be men of integrity, grounded in God's Word, 
devoted to prayer, accountable to one another, committed to our families, and raising up 
the next generation of leaders.

Opportunities to join us:
 - Men’s Connect Groups: Bible studies
 - Men of Action Breakfast: Fellowship

For more information on men's ministries, activities and upcoming events at FFC, email 
Pastor Shawn Yost at syost@firstfriends.org.

Shawn Yost
Men's Ministry

Theresa Maxin
Women's Ministry

Shawn Yost
Adoption-Foster 
Ministry

Our Mission
To see women transformed into the likeness of our Savior Jesus Christ in their heart, 
in their home and in their world.

Our Vision
Women loving God and one another.

“And they will be called oaks of righteousness, a planting of the Lord for the display 
of His splendor.”  Isaiah 61:b

Women's Event Schedule
 - Swap-N-Shop Event Saturday, February 4, 2017 from 10 am-noon. Join us for a fun 
day to swap out “like new” items (purses, scarves and jewelry) for something “new” to 
you. Brunch included. More details to come in the winter directory.

 - Spring Women’s Conference Friday, April 28 and Saturday, April 29 at First Friends    
Church. Come and hear the Word of God from a guest speaker and personal 
testimonies from women of First Friends. This is a wonderful time of being refreshed 
by the Spirit to connect to God and to other women in the Body of Christ. 
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At First Friends Church we care about your spiritual growth. 
We would like to offer you FREE access to Right Now Media, 
an online church video library. Essentially, it’s a Netflix-like 
streaming for Bible studies videos for kids, students, singles, 
parents and married couples by teachers like Matt Chandler, 
Frances Chan, Andy Stanley and more!

4

W W W.RIGHTNOWMEDIA.ORG

At First Friends Church we care about your spiritual growth. 
We would like to offer you FREE access to Right Now Media, 
an online church video library. Essentially, it’s a Netflix-like 
streaming for Bible studies videos for kids, students, singles, 
parents and married couples by teachers like Matt Chandler, 
Frances Chan, Andy Stanley and more!

4

W W W.RIGHTNOWMEDIA.ORG

To sign up for Right Now Media, visit the Welcome Center and fill out a form.

Food for Friends
Please help us by dropping off any of the

items below to the Food Pantry table.

- Canned Chicken (Lg)
- Boxed of white rice
- Peanut Butter
- Jelly
- Baked Beans
- Detergent
- Canned Tuna (Lg)
- Mac & Cheese (boxed)
- Lima/Butter Beans
- Dish Soap
- Toothbrushes
- Deoderant

Food
for

Friends

FFC
 Foo

d P
antry
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Ryan Farr
Pastor of 
Sports Ministry 

ONLINE
REGISTRATION

firstfriendssports.com

Registrations for all leagues may be found 
online at firstfriendssports.com or 

in the brochure racks throughout the church 
prior to the appropriate season. 

firstfriendssports.com     |     email  sports@firstfriends.org     |     phone   330.966.6868

offers opportunities for health, fitness, friendship, fun, competition, venue for outreach, and  
spiritual development for the whole family in an inviting, Christ-centered atmosphere.

All Out Sports 

January-May
Basketball

 Boys (grades 7-8)
 Boys & Girls Clinic (grades K-1)
 Men’s (ages 18+ & 40+)

Volleyball
 Girls (grades 2-12)
Adult Co-Ed (18+)

Arts Academy
 Traditional, Specific and Hip Hop 
Dance Classes (ages 3-17)
Drawing Classes (ages 6-17)
Drama Classes (ages 6-17)
(Check website for more information
or call Sports Office at 330-966-6868)

March-August
Basketball
 Boys (grades 9-12)
 Men’s (ages 18+)

T-ball
 Boys & Girls (ages 5-6)

Baseball
 Boys (ages 7-15)

Softball
 Girls Fast Pitch (ages 7-15)
 Men’s (ages 15+)

Sand Volleyball
 Adult Co-Ed (ages 18+)

Summer Camps
Volleyball
 Co-Ed (grades 3-8)*

Basketball
 Co-Ed (grades K-6) *

Arts Academy
 Traditional, Specific and Hip Hop 
Dance Classes (ages 3-17)
Drawing Classes (ages 6-17)

* Grade Completed

Soccer
 Boys & Girls (ages 4-15)

Lacrosse
 Boys & Girls (grades 5-12)

August-December
Basketball

 Men’s (ages 18+ & 40+)
 Boys and Girls (grades 2-6)
Women’s (ages 18+)

Volleyball
 Adult Co-Ed (ages 18+)

Arts Academy
 Traditional, Specific and Hip Hop 
Dance Classes (ages 3-17)
Drawing Classes (ages 6-17)
Drama Classes (ages 6-17)
(Check website for more information
or call Sports Office at 330-966-6868)

Soccer
 Youth Co-Ed (ages 4-15)
Flag Football

Youth (grades K-6)
Men’s (ages 18+)

Softball
Co-Ed (ages 15+)

First
Friends
Sports

Melissa Millican
Assistant Coordinator
of Sports Ministry 

Risa Blyer
Director of 
Administration
for Sports Ministry

Nick Campanelli
Sports Ministry
Program Coodinator 

Women’s Fitness 

firstfriendssports.com     |     email  sports@firstfriends.org     |     phone   330.966.6868

All classes are suitable for all ages and fitness levels.  Moderation is demonstrated
and all equipment provided.  No childcare available.

January 10 - March 16

CARDIO 45: Tuesday & Thursday, 8:10 - 8:55 am
Start your day with a fun 45 minute moderate intensity workout. Motivating Christian 
music will lift your spirit and energize you for the whole day. Burn calories through 
STEP/DANCE/CIRCUIT format.

WORSHIP & WORKOUT: Tuesday, 9:00 - 10:00 am
This mat class is a perfect blend of strength training, core conditioning and deep 
stretching. Strengthen muscles that protect the back, while improving posture and 
balance. The music and low lighting are designed to create an atmosphere of worship 
that ministers to your soul.

FIT FOR THE KING: Thursday, 9:00 - 10:00 am
This class format is designed to help you “tend your temple” by  nurturing the mind, 
body and spirit. Correct breathing and posture exercises, stretching, scripture reading, 
worship music and essential oils are used to help you learn to relax, be restored and 
renewed. 

TOTAL TONE: Thursday, 6:30 - 7:30 pm
This mat/chair workout is designed to tone the whole body using free weights,
small balls and dyna bands. Maintaining muscle is the key to youth. The emphasis
of this class is upper and lower body training along with core conditioning. 

CO-ED Fitness
LINE DANCING: Tuesday, 6:30 - 7:30 pm;  January 10 - February 7
This FUN NEW class for men and women is uplifting and energizing. Learn simple
yet fun routines that build self confidence as well as relationships. Songs used
from artists like Randy Travis and Toby Mac make burning calories a breeze. Line
dancing also improves memory and balance while increasing cardio fitness.

    33
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Groups By Day

MONDAY
Alcoholics Anonymous ..........................................14
Divorce Recovery Workshop ................................14
Jim & Adelle Yost's Connect Group ...................13
Gamblers Anonymous ...........................................14
Monday Night Couples Study .............................10
Trust ...............................................................................15

TUESDAY
Mom Connection .....................................................15
House-To-House .......................................................12

WEDNESDAY
A Lifelong Love ............................................................8
Citizens of Eternity .....................................................9
Connect (Young Adults) ........................................12
Financial Peace University ......................................7
Foundations “Rooted and Grounded” ................7
Glen Zimmerman's Connect Group ..................12
How We Got the Bible ...............................................9
Matt & Cindi Sutter's Connect Group ...............13
Men's Wednesday Morning Study .....................10
Michelle Wright’s Connect Group ......................16
Norma Sutter’s Connect Group ..........................16
Pastor Stan’s Men’s Study ......................................11
Pause for Prayer .........................................................13
Spiritual Parenting .....................................................9
Wednesday Morning Women’s Bible Study ...16

THURSDAY
Julia McDonald’s Connect Group ......................15
Shawn Yost’s Men’s Connect Gorup ..................11

SATURDAY
50 - 60 & Beyond .......................................................11

SUNDAY
A Love Story ................................................................17
Altitude .........................................................................17
Between Friends .......................................................17
Celebrate Marriage ..................................................18
Couples of Promise ..................................................18
Encountering Jesus .................................................18
Farr Out .........................................................................19
Firm Foundation .......................................................19
First Love ......................................................................19
For Christ ......................................................................20
Go Getters....................................................................20
Growing Disciples ....................................................20
PRAY ...............................................................................21
Single With Purpose ................................................21
The Honeymooners .................................................21
Three Cord Strand ....................................................21

VARIES
Belong ................................................................................7

Important Dates
January_________________________________________________________

  11 Fill ‘er Up Connect Group Kick-off

  15 Senior Dinner

  18 Connect Groups, CLC & Children’s Choir resume

February_________________________________________________________

4 Women’s Ministry’s 2nd Annual Swap, Not Shop (10 am)

24 - 26 Marriage Retreat

March_________________________________________________________

4 - 11 Medical Mission Trip

11 Senior Luncheon

17 - 18 Belong Membership Class
 

April_________________________________________________________

8 Senior Luncheon

9 Palm Sunday

12 No Connect Groups, CLC or Children’s Choir

14 Good Friday - Offices Closed

15 Easter Egg Hunt

16 Easter

26 Connect Groups and CLC End

28 - 29 Spring Women’s Conference

May_________________________________________________________

7 Children’s Spring Show

13 Senior Luncheon

June_________________________________________________________

17 Senior Luncheon

26 - 30 Vacation Bible School
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