
Passion Week 
Our Savior’s Final Days 

by Pastor Matt Lucas 

 
Our Suffering Savior 
 

Jesus knew just what to expect when he approached Jerusalem for 

his final week. The stage had been set. The players were taking 

their positions. The drama of the Gospel was about to unfold, and 

the promise of God was about to be fulfilled. After all, Jesus’     

crucifixion was not a random occurrence. It was based on an     

ancient promise to the serpent, ‘He shall bruise your head, and 

you shall bruise his heel’ (Genesis 3:16). God’s integrity and   

power are on the line. Would he save his people? Could he save his    

people? 
 
On the way to Jerusalem for the Passover, Jesus arrived in       

Bethany on a Friday, one week before he was crucified. Bethany 

was a small village less than 2 miles from Jerusalem with the 

Mount of Olives between them. The Mount of Olives became a 

location well suited to Jesus for teaching and resting with his     

disciples during that final week.  
 
Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from the dead, was a resident of   

Bethany, along with his sisters Mary and Martha. While Jerusalem 

was teaming with Jewish pilgrims who had gathered for the      

Passover Feast, the home of Mary and Martha became a quiet 

place for Jesus and the disciples to lodge. Each day Jesus would 

walk a dusty two mile trip westward into Jerusalem to teach in the 

Temple courts. But his teaching was not received with joy and 

gladness; instead it would be misused as evidence against him at 



his trial. As tension mounted throughout the coming week, the 

religious leaders sought a way to get rid of Jesus once and for all. 

They thought they had succeeded when they watched him breathe 

his last breath on the cross.  
 
The disciples had been warned three times by Jesus that he would 

‘suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, 

and be killed, and on the third day be raised’ (Matthew 16:21).  

They neither understood nor believed that Jesus’ prediction would 

come true. How heart-sick they must have been to see the Savior 

arrested, publicly humiliated, convicted as a common criminal,    

beaten, and nailed to the cross.  
 
But that is not the end of the story. The full truth of the Gospel – 

the good news of Jesus Christ – was about to break open! For the 

climax of the Gospel story is not the crucifixion, it is the               

resurrection. The angel’s announcement to the women at the tomb 

was arresting, ‘He is not here, for he has risen, as he 

said’ (Matthew 28:6). Jesus is risen!  
 
The resurrection of Jesus Christ is the historical fact upon which 

the faith of God’s people rests. Not only did his resurrection      

declare him to be the Son of God (Romans 1:4), but our hope is 

that we also will experience a resurrection like his (Romans 6:5). 

Through the cross Jesus atoned for our sins; our guilt is taken 

away! And through the resurrection Jesus conquered death and 

grants eternal life for all who trust in him. As we often sing in the 

hymn In Christ Alone:  
 

There in the ground His body lay 
Light of the world by darkness slain: 
Then bursting forth in glorious Day 
Up from the grave he rose again! 



And as He stands in victory 
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me, 
For I am His and He is mine - 
Bought with the precious blood of Christ. 
 

I invite you to travel with the disciples as they followed Jesus     

during his last week by reading selections of the Gospel narratives 

for each day of the Passion Week (Passion in this context means 

‘suffering’). This year we will experience the Passion Week 

through the eyes of Peter – who was behind the writing of Mark’s 

Gospel. Let the story of the suffering, death, and resurrection of 

Jesus confront you with your need for Christ to be your Savior.  

And may Jesus convince you again of his enduring love for sinners 

that compelled him to drink the cup of wrath meant for us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Daily Readings in the Gospel of Mark 

    
Sunday (Palm Sunday) – Mark 11:1-11 

Monday – Mark 11:12-19 

Tuesday – Mark 11:20-14:2 

Wednesday – Mark 14:10-11; Psalm 41:5-13  
 

Note: Scholars are uncertain if the Gospel narratives record 
any events on Wednesday. Having completed three full days 
of teaching in the Temple courts (Sunday through Tuesday); 
Jesus appears to have taken a day of rest. As Alfred 
Edersheim wrote, it was ‘a Sabbath to His soul before its 
great agony.’ He would have spent the day with his disciples 
in Bethany in order to refresh himself and gather himself for 
the terrible conflict before him. However, while it may have 
been a day of rest for Jesus, murderous plots were being   
solidified among the Jewish leaders. This may have been the 
day of Judas Iscariot’s meeting with the chief priests in order 
to make arrangements to betray Jesus for money. Psalm 41 
foreshadows the betrayal of Jesus in the life of David. 
 

Thursday (Passover) – Mark 14:12-51  

Friday (Crucifixion) – Mark 14:53-15:47 

Saturday – Matthew 27:62-66 
 

Note:  Only Matthew records what took place on Saturday. 
Luke simply says, ‘On the Sabbath they rested according to 
the commandment’ (Luke 23:56b).  
 

Sunday (Easter Sunday/Resurrection) – Mark 16:1-8  

“It Is Finished!” 


